
 

First Presbyterian Church | 1100 Carter Creek Parkway | Bryan, Texas 77802 
PH. 979.823.8073 | FAX. 979.822.7063 | Website: www.fpcbryan.org | Email: office@fpcbryan.org 

Find “First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas” on FACEBOOK 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

May 22, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS, MINUTE FOR MISSION, AND RECOGNITION OF FPCC GRADUATES 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Joy and Delight Brenda Austin 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Psalm 84:5-7 

The writer of Psalm 84 proclaims: “O God, blessed are those whose  strength is in you. Our journeys take 
us through valleys of tears, yet your springs flow through and beyond our sadness and loss. You help us go 
day by day from strength to strength. Blessed be your name forever and ever.” 

 

 * HYMN NO. 263 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! CORONATION 
 All hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;  

bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all! 
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all! 

 

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, ye ransomed from the fall, 
hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all! 
Hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all! 

 

Let every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball 
to him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all! 
To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all! 

 

O that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all! 
We’ll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all! 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGISTS 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

Lois Basenfelder 
Rev. Dr. George E. Klett 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Kaitlyn Hendler; David Holdredge; 
Sally Kate Morse; Ethan Truax 

 

MUSICIANS 
Christine Larsen,  

Director of Handbell Choir & organist 
Handbell Choir 

Michelle Lassiter, pianist 
Patricia Lassiter 

Israel Groves 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

Yesdel Benitez Posada;  
Nicole McKinley;  

Jerry Norris; Bill Watson 
 

COVER ART  

The Zygakti River near Philippi 
at the ancient foundation 

of a Roman bridge 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
With thanksgiving to God for 

and in honor of 
Michelle Lassiter 

 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321; 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

6
TH

 SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 22, 2022 
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC* 
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

11:45am Reception for Michelle Lassiter & Israel Groves-Pt  
  5:00pm Stated Session Meeting-Pt 
 
MONDAY, MAY 23, 2022 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  6:00pm Christian Education Committee-304  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 24, 2022 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022 
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Fish Daddy's, CS  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2022 

 
FRIDAY, MAY 27, 2022 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 28, 2022 
  4:00pm Wedding of Michelle Lassiter & Israel Groves-S 
 
7

TH
 SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 29, 2022 

  9:20am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-100  
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
10:20am Chancel Choir Warm-up-S  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen  

 
* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . Gracious Sovereign, we – your people – have encountered, passed by, worked 
with, and joined in community with one another; and we thank you for your Spirit drawing us together. 
Yet we also have neglected to listen to the pain and joy from others’ experiences. We have ignored, 
disregarded, and rejected others as being unhelpful to our personal desires.  Forgive us all our sin, 
including every missed opportunity to be a family and a community of grace-abounding. Heal and make 
us new together, each one with others, so that, over every competing instinct and emotional injury, the 
mind of Christ prevails among us, today and always . . .  (We pray in silence.) 
Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. 
 

* HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Acts 16:9-15 

 
 OFFERTORY TRIO God Hears My Prayer Faye Lopez 

I bow on my knees before Him, I come to my Lord in prayer. Convinced of His love and mercy, I bring my every care. 
I pour out my heart before Him, who knows my deepest fear. In pity His arms surround me, He wipes away each 

tear. God hears my prayer, when I come to Him in my darkest hour. God hears my prayer, when I bring to Him my 
need. He’ll lift me up, and He’ll give me grace in trouble. God hears my prayer, He will surely answer me. 

In humble submission falling, convinced of my straying heart, I run to my waiting Father, forgiveness He’ll impart. 
My heart fills with adoration, His glory fills my sight amazed that my God would love me, in me He would delight. 

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Unexpected Changes When a New Person Shows Up 
 

* HYMN NO. 375 (St. 1,2,3) Shall We Gather at the River HANSON PLACE 
Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 

with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 
 

REFRAIN       Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

 

On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray, 
                we will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day.    REFRAIN 

 

Ere we reach the shining river, lay we every burden down; 
                grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown.    REFRAIN 

 
 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray . . . Your love, O Holy One, has brought us thus far along life’s way; and your promise to lead us 
further is sure. How we praise you that whatever develops cannot ever separate us from your love in Jesus 
Christ. Receive our prayers of thanksgiving today for your richness which touches us deeply, such as we 
have received: from the girls and boys of First Presbyterian Children’s Center, including those who move 
on to kindergarten and other challenges; and from your servant, Michelle, who has enhanced with music 
our worship of you for the past three years. Grant to these and all of us – that when we move on – we take 
next steps with greater confidence, since we have experienced and grown with innumerable others through 
your faithful and evolving love.  Hear the cries and attend to the anguish of a world torn by tragedy and 
daily revealing brokenness. Heal us each personally and together – as we are with our similarities and 

differences. Give us humility, boldness, and wisdom, since – without these – wholeness in relationships is 
never possible. Incline your favor toward us also, as we pray the sentences Jesus taught disciples to say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN NO. 307 God of Grace and God of Glory CWM RHONDDA 
God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power; 

crown thine ancient church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 

 

Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days, for the living of these days. 
 

Cure thy children’s warring madness; bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 
 

 Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore. 
Let the gift of thy salvation be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving thee whom we adore, serving thee whom we adore. 
 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 
* POSTLUDE O For a Thousand Tongues arr. Melody Bober 

+ + + + + 
Following worship, all are invited to the Indoor Patio for a reception for Michelle Lassiter & Israel Groves. 

 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on 
the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 
building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located 

in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment 

as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin 

(ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be 
received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN’S CENTER 
GRADUATING CLASS OF 2022 

London Bob, Trenton Daniels, Adelaide DeRoche, Mackenzie Ekeland, 
Brienna Kirkpatrick, Temper Maly, Kalvin McCracken, Aubree Page, 

David Patterson, Carter Richards, Ximena Seydler, Penny Truax, and Hayes Weedon
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A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



May 22, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

“STOCK THE PANTRY” 
Throughout May, Brazos Church Pantry 
is needing: PEANUT BUTTER (16 oz.), 
BEEF-A-RONI, SPAGHETTI & MEAT- 
BALLS; SINGLE-SERVE, PULL 
TOP CANNED FOODS and V8. 
Place your donated items in 
the marked containers in the 
Indoor Patio. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
--------------------- 

NEW! Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code (to your left) 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and fpcbryan_youth) 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer 

needs. While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 
Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, SUNDAY, JUNE 5.  
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, June 8, and cover news from June 16-29. 

Submit your church news TODAY to: office@fpcbryan.org. 
 

You can give online by clicking on iGivei in the upper 
righthand corner on the home-page of our website, 
www.fpcbryan.org, make a check payable to: FPC-
Bryan (NOTE: Ukraine Relief) and place in the offering 
plate today, or mail to First Presbyterian Church at: 
1100 Carter Creek Pkwy, Bryan Texas 77802.  
 

PUZZLE SWAP 
COMING IN JUNE! All are invited to participate 
in FPC’s Puzzle Swap organized by Congrega- 
tional Care Committee. Start looking in your 
closets now! A table designated for the 
swap will be set up in the Indoor Patio dur- 
ing the month of June. Bring a puzzle. Take a 
puzzle. Bring two puzzles. Take two puzzles. 
Please bring in COMPLETE puzzle sets.   
(NOTE: Donated puzzles will not be returned.) 

https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FPCBryan
http://www.instagram.coms/
http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexasC
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
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Blood Drive  
First Presbyterian Church  

 

Fellowship Hall 
1100 Carter Creek Pkwy 

Bryan, TX 77802 
 

Tuesday, June 21, 2022 
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 
Maximize your blood donation. Help more patients. If you are an eligible type O, 
B - or A - donor, consider making a Power Red donation. Red blood cells are 

the most commonly transfused blood component. 
 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter: First Presbyterian Church to schedule an appointment. 

 
Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting 
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and 

health history questions on the day of your appointment.  
 

Come to give June 1-30 and get a $5 e-gift card to a 
merchant of your choice.   

Scan to schedule 
an appointment. 



Unexpected Changes When a New Person Shows Up 
Acts 16:9-15 May 22, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr.  First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

The deeper the days progress into the month of 
May, the busier the days become for many in 
United States’ culture. May is a time of transitions, 
often related to the work and attendance calendars 
of schools. Students are concluding semesters. A 
percentage of those students are concluding the 
final semester at a particular school before 
advancing to another grade level at a different 
school. Some are graduating from a particular 
system of grades, and moving to employment or to 
another type of education altogether. Among 
educators, some are concluding serving at a 
particular grade or school and are moving to a 
different assignment next year. Some are retiring 
or moving to a different type of work. May is a time 
of transitions. Good-byes are part of beginning a 
transition. As part of transitions, new hellos and 
first time greetings indicate new chapters, new 
endeavors, and new relationships beginning. 

Our recognizing the First Presbyterian 
Children’s Center pre-kindergarten graduates 
during worship today exemplifies one type of 
transition. Our recognizing of Michelle Lassiter’s 
final Sunday after three years as First 
Presbyterian’s church pianist exemplifies another 
type of transition. Good-byes are part of beginning 
a transition. New hellos and first time greetings 
indicate the beginnings of new chapters, new 
endeavors, and new relationships, whether that is a 
kindergarten somewhere or a new marriage 
somewhere. When the now graduated pre-
kindergarteners initially showed up at First 
Presbyterian, they greeted each other for the first 
time. They followed older children, including last 
year’s graduating group, in their role as successors 
to their predecessors. Notice I said “successors,” 
and I did not say “replacements.” Why is 
“replacement” a problematic term? Because no one 
can replace another.  Each one’s personality is 
unique. Each one’s gifts are unique. Steve Gentry 
was Michelle’s immediate predecessor as FPC 
pianist. Michelle did not replace Steve. She 
succeeded – or followed – him. And someone will 
follow Michelle as her successor. Just as Michelle 
did not replace Steve, no one will replace Michelle. 
But she will have a successor. We say “good-by” 

to each other today. Before too many days, we at 
First Presbyterian will say “hello” to Michelle’s 
successor, and Michelle will say “hello” to a new 
community of faith and new neighbors in northern 
Virginia. New hellos and first time greetings 
indicate the beginnings of new chapters, new 
endeavors, and new relationships. 

Moreover, a person does not have to move 
anywhere to experience changes and transition to 
new chapters and relationships. Probably half the 
time, changes come to us. A new class will enter 
First Presbyterian Children’s Center, and the girls 
and boys who are continuing as participants next 
year will sense that pre-school here is different next 
year, both because they are a year older than the 
year before, but also because a new class has 
entered, either in the nursery or in the “twos-and-
threes.” The population of the pre-school will have 
changed by 25 to 30 percent. When new people 
arrive the dynamics of the entire group vibrate to 
some degree, either to a small degree or to a larger 
degree; but the dynamics of the entire group vibrate 
at least somewhat, and possibly more than 
somewhat. 

If the group with its present constituent makeup 
is – by consensus – open and welcoming to new 
people who are different in degrees from the 
present group, and if the present constituent group 
is open and welcoming to changing somewhat 
themselves, then new life begins to emerge in the 
healthy dynamics of the longer-time folks and the 
newly arriving folk. Yet that is not always the case. 

In my life in the church, both growing up as a 
child and a youth member, and since as an adult, I 
have seen many new people enter churches, 
become interested, even join, and then – over a 
period of time – become disillusioned for any 
number of a variety of reasons. One major reason 
of disillusionment is a perceived resistance to 
change, or even hypocrisy, on the part of the long-
timers. On rare occasions, I have seen persons visit, 
participate for a while, and then leave because they 
judged the long-time members to be too “liberal” 
for their comfort as new-comers. Usually, though, 
newer folks do not return because the church was 
“cold” or cliquish in attitude. Many people may 



even have been welcoming at first, but no one 
opened up to initiate a deepening relationship or to 
provide an entree to a service project, a study 
opportunity, or even fellowship possibility. No 
church is any closer to perfect than any individual 
is. But with our flaws, how open are we to 
receiving the change in people and in perspectives 
and possibly in the direction that God can be 
offering us through new people and new 
relationships? It is never easy; but it can be 
powerful. So the question hovers:“How open are 
we?” 

A professional woman named Lydia was 
successful in what was, on the surface, a male-
dominated culture. She heard a faith-community 
was meeting along the banks of a local stream or 
river. She looked them up. She made a difference 
in who they were as disciples of Jesus Christ, and 
they made a difference in who she was, because a 
witness of Jesus Christ was evident through certain 
aspects of the faith of certain ones in that evolving 
faith community. It seems that Lydia did not wait 
to be received with open arms by everyone there. 
Her arms were open to a set of new relationships 
without needing to know if she would be 
welcomed short-term or long-term.  After studying 
Scripture, after prayer, after singing, after asking 
about and being baptized, she invited Paul and 
Silas to her home for lunch, with this condition: “If 
you have judged me faithful to the Lord …” 

At Philippi when Lydia showed up, differences 
in economics, gender, custom, culture, and 
opinions might have been noticeable, but none 
were “deal-breakers.” Even with differences 
between Lydia and longer-time members of the 
church in Philippi, differences in economics, 
gender, customs, culture, opinions, and just being 
new to one another, what mattered was The 
Gospel, which implies the sharing of a journey and 
the growing of an organic, evolving community 
through the Spirit of God in the way of Jesus. Even 
if we think staying the same is easier, we don’t stay 
the same in Christ. 

In 1987, at the age of 54, Presbyterian minister 
Herb Barks, Jr., wrote a reflective memoir of his 
own faith and faith-community journey, which is 
quite candid and critical of how churches can resist 
new possibilities for an evolving identity when 
God in Jesus is the one offering and seeking those 

new possibilities related to the faith-community’s 
evolving identity. The book is titled “Reading the 
River.” The primary image is a river with rapids 
and learning to canoe through those rapids: by 
identifying (1) how the water-flow signals where 
rocks are, and (2) where a safe channel is, and (3) 
how to avoid colliding with the rocks in the current, 
instead steering the canoe into the safe channel. 
Mr. Barks asserts such canoeing through rapids is 
a learned skill. He believes that “being church” in 
the way and Spirit of Jesus Christ is also a learned 
skill. Across Herb Barks, Jr.’s thirty years in 
churches and as headmaster of a nationally 
recognized college preparatory junior high and 
high school, he notes three primary learnings: (1) 
The focus in ministry must not be on achievement; 
(2) we must allow weakness and vulnerability to 
have a place in our lives; and (3) we must leave the 
larger plan to God. In the years I’ve reached into 
Herb Barks, Jr.’s book, from his sad and painful 
stories of churches failing to live up to the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ and from his hopeful stories, I deduce 
how churches like the one at Philippi long ago 
welcoming Lydia are churches who read the rivers 
with gifts and skills for: (1) accepting people and 
changes,  (2)  cultivating humility and boldness; (3) 
practicing study and prayer; (4) engaging in 
community-building and serving, (5) celebrating 
grace and showing respect.  

When certain ones depart for new chapters with 
others, and when new folks show up and consider 
sharing a period of their life-and-faith journey with 
us, how well do we read the river of life’s rapids 
among ourselves AND with other persons? Might 
we be learning the gifts and skills of accepting 
people and changes? Cultivating humility and 
boldness? Practicing study and prayer? Engaging 
in community-building and serving? Celebrating 
grace and showing respect? Surely, with Herb 
Barks, Jr., we are listening for God’s ways in the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ to teach and lead us 
continually. Across the years, it’s the only way 
we’ll ever be an evolving community of healthy 
organic relationships, experiencing changes in the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ. It’s the only way. – All honor 
and praise be to God. 
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