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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 

May 29, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Sweet By and By Joseph Webster; arr. Mark Hayes 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Psalm 147:10-11 

The writer of Psalm 147 proclaims: “The Lord’s delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor is the Lord’s 
pleasure in the speed of a runner. Rather, the Lord takes pleasure in those who revere all that is holy, and 
in those who place their trust in the Lord’s steadfast love.” 

 
 * HYMN NO. 8 Eternal Father, Strong to Save MELITA 

Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
Who bade the mighty ocean deep its own appointed limits keep: 

O, hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 
 

O Savior, whose almighty word the winds and waves submissive hear, 
Who walked upon the foaming deep, and calm amid its rage did sleep: 

O, hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 
 

O Holy Spirit, who did brood upon the chaos wild and rude, 
And bade its angry tumult cease, and gave, for fierce confusion, peace; 

O, hear us when we cry to Thee, for those in peril on the sea! 
 

O Trinity of love and power, all travelers guard in danger's hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, protect them where-so-e'er they go; 

Thus evermore shall rise to thee glad praise from air and land and sea. 
 
  

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGISTS 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

Chaplain (Lt. Col). George E. Klett, 
USAFA 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Shelley Espinoza; Kaitlyn Hendler;  
Sally Kate Morse; 

Jessica Sahm Petersen 
 

MUSICIANS 
Lisa Walston, pianist and organist 

David Kipp, 
Director of Music Ministries 

 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

Adam Hartman; Nicole McKinley; 
Jerry Norris; Bill Watson 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

By First Presbyterian, 
with thanks to God in memory of 

all who have passed to us 
the torch and the mantle of 

democracy, love, and faithfulness 
 

COVER ART  

“Elijah’s Mantle Passed to Elisha” 
Engraving by 

Matthäus Merian the Elder,  
1593-1650 

 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321; 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

7
TH

 SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 29, 2022 
  9:20am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-100  
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
10:20am Chancel Choir Warm-up-S  
10:45am Worship-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen  

MEMORIAL DAY, MAY 30, 2022 
 
 

 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED | CHILDREN'S CENTER CLOSED 

  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, MAY 31, 2022 
11:30am Men's Lunch-Koppe Bridge, 3940 Harvey Rd, College Station 
  6:30pm VBS Orientation-L 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2022 
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S  
  6:00pm FIRST Wednesday Potluck Dinner (Bring a salad or veggie dish)-FH
THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 2022 

FRIDAY, JUNE 3, 2022 
SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 2022 
DAY OF PENTECOST, JUNE 5, 2022 
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-100  
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-Room 403  
  10:20am Chancel Choir Warm-up-S  
10:45am Worship (with Lord's Supper)-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen  

  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH  
  6:30pm VBS Orientation-L 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . We praise you, O God, for your call to us as part of your claim upon all creation. 
You call us, as your people, to care for environment and creatures, to defend justice and share mercy, 
and to honor every person as an equal daughter and son in your family. Yet we fall short of your claim 
and call. We do not represent you fully or consistently. We go our own way and serve our own 
preferences. Forgive us this and all our sin. Make new in us your passion and compassion, known in Jesus 
Christ, for serving you from the newness of life which you place within us, and which you multiply through 
us to this, your world . . .  (We pray in silence.) 
Sisters and brothers, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. 
 

* HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 SCRIPTURE READING II Kings 2:1-15 
 
 ANTHEM Blades of Grass and Pure White Stones arr. Russell Mauldin 

Blades of grass and pure white stones shelter those who’ve come and gone; just below the em’rald sod are 
those who reached the arms of God. Buried here with dignity, endless rows for all to see; freedom’s seeds in 

sorrow sown, ‘neath blades of grass and pure white stones. Blades of grass and pure white stones cover those 
who left their homes to rest in fields here side-by-side lest we forget their sacrifice. Buried here with dignity, 
endless rows for all to see; freedom’s seeds in sorrow sown, ‘neath blades of grass and pure white stones. 

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION The Names and Faces Change While God's Faithfulness Continues 
 

* HYMN NO. 834 Precious Lord, Take My Hand PRECIOUS LORD 
Precious Lord, take my hand; lead me on, help me stand; 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. Through the storm, through the night, 
lead me on to the light; take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

When my way grows dreary, precious Lord, linger near; 
when my life is almost gone, hear my cry, hear my call, 

hold my hand lest I fall; take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

 God of the Prophets TOULON 
God of the prophets, call us for thy sake 

Elijah’s mantle o’er Elisha cast; 
Each age its solemn task to undertake; 

Help each one serve you wiser than the last.  
 

Our hope is in no other save in Thee; 
Our faith is built upon thy promise free; 

Lord, give us peace, and make us calm and sure, 
That in thy strength we evermore endure! 

 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . On this Memorial Day weekend, O God of all the nations, we thank you for heritages that 
grow toward freedom and equality, toward inclusion and mercy. We thank you for all who have thought, 
prayed, negotiated, and even given their lives in defense of democracy and the foundational rights and 
responsibilities of freedom and shared citizenship. Keep us from pride of mind, attitude, and speech. Bend 
us toward respect and care for all others. Draw near to the agony and numbness of each one in the wake 
of the Uvalde school disaster and the Buffalo market disaster before that, etc., etc. Help us together to 
think, care, and act conscientiously and helpfully on the way to becoming safer collectively. With the balm 
of your mercy, anoint all soul-aching and inconsolable loss. Open us to your healing and strengthening: for 
faith, for love, for pardoning, for honoring. For without your strength, our weaknesses will have no 
reinforcement. The candlepower of your kingdom needs always to be brighter than our lives alone, because 
our best is never enough in quantity or quality. Even with our clearly sensed human flaws and liabilities, 
from your grace, shine through us and others, we humbly pray, so that all which is sacred and comes from 
you bears fruit through all that you have given us – today, tomorrow, and always. Incline your favor toward 
us also, as we pray the sentences Jesus taught disciples to say:  
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN NO. 749 Come! Live in the Light! WE ARE CALLED 
Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 

We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God. 
 

REFRAIN        We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly; 
we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 

 

Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear! 
We are called to be hope for the hopeless so hatred and violence will be no more. REFRAIN 

 

Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one! 
God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other as sisters and brothers united in love. REFRAIN 

 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 
* POSTLUDE Great is Thy Faithfulness William Runyan; arr. Mark Hayes 

+ + + + + 
At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 

 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available 
on the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar 

with our building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs 
are located in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 

 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your 

commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the 
church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily 

Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you 
can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

Page 2 Page 3 
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May 29, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

“STOCK THE PANTRY” 
Continuing in June, Brazos Church Pantry 
is needing: PEANUT BUTTER (16 oz.), 
BEEF-A-RONI, SPAGHETTI & MEAT- 
BALLS; SINGLE-SERVE, PULL 
TOP CANNED FOODS and V8. 
Place your donated items in 
the marked containers in the 
Indoor Patio. 

PUZZLE SWAP 
COMING IN JUNE! All are invited to participate 
in FPC’s Puzzle Swap organized by Congrega- 
tional Care Committee. Start looking in your 
closets now! A table designated for the 
swap will be set up in the Indoor Patio dur- 
ing the month of June. Bring a puzzle. Take a 
puzzle. Bring two puzzles. Take two puzzles. 
Please bring in COMPLETE puzzle sets.   
(NOTE: Donated puzzles will not be returned.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

You can give online by clicking on iGivei in the upper 
righthand corner on the home-page of our website, 
www.fpcbryan.org, make a check payable to: FPC-
Bryan (NOTE: Ukraine Relief) and place in the offering 
plate today, or mail to First Presbyterian Church at: 
1100 Carter Creek Pkwy, Bryan Texas 77802.  
 Earlier in the week, Pastor Ted sent an email to the 

congregation inviting church members and friends to 
assist unknown folk in Uvalde (from FPC-Bryan thru 
FPC-Uvalde). Shortly after this announcement, an 
anonymous church household offered to match up to 
$5,000 given by FPC-Bryan to the Uvalde community 
for funeral, medical, and trauma recovery expenses.  
This is similar to, but distinct from, the Session 
authorizing Mission Committee to match up to $3,000 
given by members for Ukraine Mission Challenge (see 
right) with a corresponding donation from the First 
Presbyterian Foundation yield funds. 

You can give online by clicking on iGivei in the upper 
righthand corner on the home-page of our website, 
www.fpcbryan.org, make a check payable to: FPC-
Bryan (NOTE: Uvalde) and place in the offering plate 
today, or mail to First Presbyterian Church at: 1100 
Carter Creek Pkwy, Bryan Texas 77802.  
 

http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.fpcbryan.org/


May 29, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

      2022 Vacation Bible School 

 

WEDNESDAYS, JUNE 8 THRU JULY 6, 5:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m. 
Race from continent to continent to uncover clues and accept challenges. 
No matter where we live, what shade of skin we have, or what language we 
speak, we are all part of the same race—the human race—and all part of 
the same family from Adam and Eve. Join us in The Incredible Race, and 

experience God's love for every tribe, language, and nation! 
 

“Family Style” Meal served from 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
For parents: Quiet Room. Game Room with Coffee/Tea Café. 

 

REGISTER TODAY! 
Packets available on Welcome Tables at entrances to Sanctuary or VISIT: 

www.fpcbryan.org/2022-vacation-bible-school  
 

--------------------- 
NEW! Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code (to your left) 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and fpcbryan_youth) 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer 

needs. While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 
Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, SUNDAY, JUNE 5.  
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, June 8, and cover news from June 16-29. 

Submit your church news TODAY to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

http://www.fpcbryan.org/2022-vacation-bible-school
https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FPCBryan
http://www.instagram.coms/
http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexasC
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
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1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

Join Camp Do Good
Donate blood. help save lives.
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Blood Drive  
First Presbyterian Church  

 

Fellowship Hall 
1100 Carter Creek Pkwy 

Bryan, TX 77802 
 

Tuesday, June 21, 2022 
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 
Maximize your blood donation. Help more patients. If you are an eligible type O, 
B - or A - donor, consider making a Power Red donation. Red blood cells are 

the most commonly transfused blood component. 
 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter: First Presbyterian Church to schedule an appointment. 

 
Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting 
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and 

health history questions on the day of your appointment.  
 

Come to give June 1-30 and get a $5 e-gift card to a 
merchant of your choice.   

Scan to schedule 
an appointment. 



The Names and Faces Change While God’s Faithfulness Continues 
Second Kings 2:1-15 May 29, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

Last Thursday, May 26, 2022 was forty days after 
the 2022 celebration of Easter. Since, in the Biblical 
tradition, Jesus’ Resurrected Presence ascended to 
God in heaven after forty days, this year, with Easter 
on April 17, May 26 was Ascension Day. Obviously, 
today we have not read the story of Jesus’ Ascension 
to heaven from Acts, chapter 1, verses 6-12. Instead 
we have read a story from over 850 years prior to 
Jesus life, death, and resurrection. Elijah was God’s 
faithful prophet at the time, and he was “getting up 
in years.” As the story is told, God guided Elijah to 
select a “faithful prophet designee” named Elisha. 
Elijah became Elisha’s mentor, and Elisha became 
the mentee, or apprentice.  

As in many stories from ancient times, “bigger 
than life” personalities were so influential that the 
communities who revered their leadership and 
contributions grieved deeply when no longer in their 
presence. For this reason, a story can be told in such 
a way that the influence of the “bigger than life 
personality” remains – expressing how the person’s 
influence is still “alive” and powerful, even beyond 
their death. This story is told to communicate that 
Elijah’s influence continues through his apprentice, 
Elisha – that Elijah was carried off to heaven in an 
airborne chariot pulled by flight-capable horses. As 
this was happening, Elijah drops his mantle/ his cape/ 
his robe to his apprentice Elisha. As the story 
continues, Elisha, who is grief-stricken, goes to the 
bank of the nearby river, rolls up the mantle, pops the 
surface of the water, and the water rolls back, 
reminding the faith community of Moses spreading 
his arms, staff in hand, on the shore of the Red Sea 
with Pharaoh’s cavalry close in pursuit. In the story, 
Elisha discovers how Elijah’s mantle/ cape/ robe 
carries Moses-like power for the well-being of the 
people of God.  God’s power through the faithful 
prophet is significant historically, especially when 
God’s people were living with executive political 
leaders who were erratic, oppressive, or corrupt. 
Those leaders, in gender, may have been male or 
female. In personality, they may have been loud or 
quiet. In mental capacity, they may have been very 
intelligent or not “the brightest bulb in the 
chandelier.” In part of Elijah’s time as “faithful 
prophet,” he represented God’s sacred presence 
during the rule of King Ahab and Queen Jezebel. 
Elijah, like you and I and others, was not perfect. He 

was a flawed human being. We all are. But through 
his calling to the position of “faithful prophet,” he 
represented God’s desire and intention for all people 
to experience stability with ethics and righteousness, 
with compassion, and with justice-based-on-equity. 
Such qualities are crucial for God’s people both 
religiously and as citizens.  

This role of “God’s faithful prophet” outside of 
established religious circles was important because – 
in certain chapters of the nation’s life – established 
religious leaders have been known to become aligned 
with political leaders and cultural values in such 
ways that ethics, righteousness, compassion, and 
justice-with-equity are not advocated by religious 
leaders nor exercised by political leaders as part of 
good government for all people across a community 
or nation-state. The role of someone being “God’s 
faithful prophet” was crucial. One theme, then, of 
this story is described by the printed title for today, 
“The Names and Faces Change While God’s 
Faithfulness Continues.” Changes present their own 
challenges. And challenges can bring people to the 
threshold – or to the boundary – of change wondering 
whether or not to cross a threshold or a boundary and 
explore change. For example, the status quo – as in 
routines, customs, or laws currently prevailing – is its 
own sort of room or territory. When a crisis begins to 
develop, people face the challenge of staying in the 
room or territory of the status quo, or considering 
change from the status quo. A death or departure 
creates change. The status quo is itself challenged 
because change is not an option. Change has 
occurred. The only question is, “How will people 
adapt to change and its challenges?” As intimidated 
and passive captives? Or as full citizens and disciples 
of the faithful prophets’ tradition? Elisha was 
somewhere between worried and terrified. Elijah was 
gone. Elisha was holding his mantle/ his cape/ his 
robe. How would the next days, weeks, months, and 
even years work, if God’s intention is that Elisha 
faithfully, boldly, and trustingly lives beyond Elijah 
among God’s people all around?  

This is Memorial Day weekend. When we 
particularly remember those who have died in the 
service of this nation and in defense of democracy 
everywhere, we realize, as President Lincoln said at 
Gettysburg almost 160 years ago, “they gave the last 
full measure of devotion.” Have those wars been 



“perfectly just”? No war is. Loss of life and resources 
is involved. War is terrible. Yet democracy, seeing 
every citizen as valuable, is arguably the best of all 
flawed governmental systems, and is worthy of being 
defended. 

As with Elijah’s passing at the end of his life, and 
Elisha’s self-doubt and questions about how life and 
faithful prophetic ministry could take place beyond 
Elijah, we may be helped to think about those who 
closely knew those fallen in war – their family 
members and friends. And not only military 
personnel, but civilians who have been victims of 
war, plus even hostile combatants. What about those 
who knew and loved those not been wearing the 
uniform of the United States or our allies? On this 
and other days, when considering any armed conflict, 
don’t we benefit by asking ourselves, “What kind of 
nation do we have after the deaths of our personnel 
and of fellow global citizens?” Life does go on; but, 
for those who survive, life beyond the death of those 
valued, is life we face in the “somewhere triangle” 
which is between hurting, worried, and terrified. Life 
goes on, but life is different. 

This morning, while we obviously honor those 
who have died in service to this democracy, most of 
whom we do not know, let us take time to hear the 
specific names of citizens of Buffalo, New York, of 
Laguna Woods, California, and of Uvalde, Texas, 
whose lives have been lost in their communities and 
lost too soon from this world: (of Buffalo, New York, 
May 14, at Tops Friendly Family Grocery) Roberta 
Drury, Margus Morrison, Andre Mackniel,  Aaron 
Salter, Geraldine Talley, Celestine Chaney, Heyward 
Patterson, Katherine Massey, Pearl Young, Ruth 
Whitfield; (of Laguna Woods, California, May 15 – 
at the Geneva/ Tiawanese Presbyterian Church) Dr. 
David Cheng; (of Uvalde, Texas, May 24 – at the 
Robb Elementary School) Uziyah Garcia, Jose 
Flores, Amerie Jo Garza, Xavier Javier Lopez, 
Nevaeh Bravo,  Alithia Ramirez, Tess Marie Mata, 
Alexandria Aniya Rubio, Layla Salazar, Makenna 
Lee Elrod, Jayce Luevanos, Jailah Nicole Silguero, 
Eliana Garcia, Eliahana Cruz Torres, Annabell 
Guadalupe Rodriguez, Jaclyn Cazares, Maite 
Yuleanna Rodriguez, Rogelio Torres, Miranda 
Matthis, Eva Mireles, Irma Garcia. 

You may well know the story of Benjamin 
Franklin, outside the meeting room of the 
Constitutional Convention in 1787, how he answered 
a by-stander’s question about a monarchy or a 
republic with the words, “We have given you a 

republic, if you can keep it.” It’s significant that Mr. 
Franklin placed a period after the word “it.” He did 
not say, “…if you can keep it perfect.” The republic 
– the democratic republic – has never been perfect, 
and never will be, since it is constituted with 
imperfect, flawed citizens together on a journey 
toward the betterment and well-being of ALL. Never 
on a journey toward the perfection of anyone, any 
ones, or the whole! Moreover, it is rightly said, “The 
perfect (as a goal) can be the enemy of the good (as 
a goal),” which means that holding out for “the 
perfect plan” among flawed and imperfect people 
will never accomplish anything except 
accomplishing unending delay in what could be 
helpful efforts to improve the betterment and well-
being of ALL. What if Elisha picked up that mantle/ 
cape/ robe that Elijah pitched to him, and put it in a 
chest? He never would have tested the power of 
God’s faithfulness. Yes, life for Elisha was different 
in his next years which followed Elijah’s ministry of 
previous years, but instead of placing the mantle/ the 
cape/ the robe in a chest, Elisha – even in his grief – 
tested the power of God again to accomplish 
measures of life-being-safer-and-better for all people 
through God’s guidance for ethics, righteousness, 
compassion, and justice-with-equity. Elisha found 
God’s faithfulness to be as true in the depth of grief 
and as some healing began, as God’s faithfulness 
ever had been for Elijah or anyone else – through 
anguish, as well as through gladness.  

Let us decline to hold ourselves back in order to 
maintain the status quo. With God’s help and 
guidance, let’s step over the thresholds and the 
boundaries of status quo for new life in the Spirit of 
the One who calls us forth. God’s world out there is 
never perfect, as we are not, but God’s world out 
there daily has need of us with others to pick up the 
mantles/ the capes/ the robes of God’s power left by 
others, to contribute to a better world by grace as 
days go on. By grace which is precious and 
vulnerable. Those who have gone before us have left 
us their witness and legacy of loving and serving 
among others. Unless we consider their lives in vain, 
let us, test and practice the power of God’s caring 
purposes, serving with yet others as we go, not 
forgetting to take with us and use the mantle/ the 
cape/ the robe of God’s faithful prophets. – All honor 
and praise be to God. 
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