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DAY OF PENTECOST 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 June 5, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MINUTE FOR MISSION 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Sunset and Evening Star J. Barnby; R. W. Thygerson 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Joel 2:28-29 

Welcome to worship this morning on this Pentecost Sunday! 
Let us hear God’s Word to the prophet Joel: “I will pour out my spirit on everyone, the older and the 
younger, those living in freedom and those living in bondage, male and female alike.” Hallelujah!” 

 
* HYMN NO. 291 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness SPIRIT 

REFRAIN         Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

You moved on the waters; you called to the deep; then you coaxed up the mountains, 
from the valleys of sleep; and over the eons you called to each thing, 

             “Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” 
 

You swept through the desert; you stung with the sand; and you goaded your people 
with a law and a land.  When they were confounded with idols and lies, 

then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. 
 

You sang in a stable; you cried from a hill; then you whispered in silence 
when the whole world was still.  And down in the city you called once again 

when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. 
 

You call from tomorrow; you break ancient schemes; from the bondage of sorrow 
the captives dream dreams. Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

              With bold new decisions your people arise.     REFRAIN 
  ______________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGIST 
Chaplain (Lt. Col). George E. Klett, USAFA 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Lois Basenfelder; Marcia Miculek; 
Cheryl Moreno; Ethan Truax 

 

COMMUNION SERVERS 
Gilbert Gonzalez; Nancy Robertson; 

Debe Shafer; Ellen Thornton;  
Ernie Wright 

 

MUSICIANS 
Kathrine MacNeil, organist 

Lisa Walston, pianist 
David Kipp, 

Director of Music Ministries 
Chancel Choir 

 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

Nicole McKinley; Jerry Norris 
Bobby Randolph; Bill Watson 

 

COVER ART 
The flames of God’s Spirit for individuals 

together as faith communities 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
In loving memory of 

Alan & Ruth Alter, and David Alter 
By Becky & Rhyne Alter 

 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

DAY OF PENTECOST, JUNE 5 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-Room 10  
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-100  
10:20am Chancel Choir Warm-up-S  
10:45am Worship (with Lord's Supper)-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen  

  4:30pm Youth Bible Study-Room 403 
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH  
  6:30pm VBS Orientation-L 
MONDAY, JUNE 6, 2022 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir End-of-year Party-Home of Gathings, 
 834 S Rosemary Dr, B  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2022 
  9:00am Carpenter's Kids (K-GR5)-Aggieland Safari 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  5:30pm Vacation Bible School-FH/VC  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Grub Burger Bar, CS 
THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2022 

  6:30am Men's Fellowship Breakfast-CCF  
  6:00pm Property Committee-L 
  6:00pm Mission Committee-304 
FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 2022 
SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2022 
TRINITY SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2022 
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-Room 10 
  9:20am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-100  
10:20am Chancel Choir Warm-up-S  
10:45am Worship-S* 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 

 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
  4:30pm Youth Bible Study-Room 403  
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  



PRAYERS OF PRAISE, CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us humbly confess our sin, wanderings, and failings to God. Eternal God, we bow before you confessing 
who and what we are. We are often afraid of your claim and unresponsive to your beckoning call. When 
your Spirit speaks, we turn deaf ears. When your Spirit bids us speak words of sacred caring, we close 
our mouths from embarrassment. When the breeze of your Spirit rustles, we close the windows of our 
minds and hearts, worried that our lives will be disrupted. When the light and fire of your Spirit give us 
guidance and encouragement, we ignore your leading. Forgive us this and all our sin. Visit and transform 
us with your power of humility and of boldness, embodied in Jesus Christ, from whom your love is alive 
yesterday and today, tomorrow, and forever . . . (We pray in silence.) 

Hear, trust, proclaim, and share with others the heart of the Gospel. 

  In Jesus Christ – crucified and resurrected – we are forgiven and continually made new. Thanks be to God! 
 

  HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Acts 15:6-19 

 
 ANTHEM Take My Hand Don Besig 

When my life is filled with trouble and my faith seems hard to find; When I feel I can’t go on 
for one more day; Help me find the strength I need.  Help me follow where You Lead. 

Lift me up, precious Lord, show the way. Precious Lord, take my hand; give me hope, help me 
stand. Dry my tears, calm my fears, make me strong. Through the storm, through the night, 

help me walk in Your light. Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me on. 
 

(Congregation joins choir singing) 
Precious Lord, take my hand; give me hope, help me stand. 

Dry my tears, calm my fears, make me strong. 
Through the storm, through the night, help me walk in Your light. 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me on. 
 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Do We Sense God’s Heartbreak, Stress-through, and Break-through Chapters? 
   And Our Being Challenged and Changed Accordingly? 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  GOD’S GRACIOUS INVITATION TO THE EUCHARISTIC TABLE 

 

 HYMN NO. 288 Spirit of the Living God LIVING GOD 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 

  PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, CONSECRATION, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . Divine Fire, O Holy Spirit of God, we give thanks that you dwell among your peoples 
throughout the decades and centuries of time, and that you give gifts of courage, wisdom, love, and 
compassion. Especially in Jesus Christ, you invite us as we are, for being transformed to live and serve as 
you desire. By your Spirit, be so present here, that through these elements of field and vine, Christ is 
alive in us, and we are nourished and strengthened anew for living faithfully. 

O Source of all healing, mend brokenness around this world, in each person’s life. Help your people 
everywhere to live with ears, eyes, and minds open, seeking always for your truth and the possibilities 
of grace within it. May we live with our identities transformed by Christ’s Spirit, open to risking, giving, 
and receiving what is sacred and holy, what is basic, and what is life-enhancing.  Every day may we be 
agents of your divine peace, your transforming love, and your unearnable grace. 
We pray for those who feel anxiety, stress, loneliness, grief, challenge, depression, and hopelessness. 
May your spirit rest upon and within each of them, and bring them peace, comfort, renewal, strength, 
maturity, and vision. 
As we give you thanks for those who have died and been received into your eternal care before us, hear 
also the prayers for ourselves and others which we place before you in these moments of silence . . . 
O Spark and Torch of light and life, we ask that you hear all of our prayers each day and again now as we 
pray with the words Jesus taught: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

  BREAKING AND POURING ─ AND PARTAKING Let Us Break Bread Together LET US BREAK BREAD 
 

COMMISSIONING PRAYER 
Let us pray together . . . Having been nourished and given drink from this table and fellowship, O God, 
take our minds, bodies, words, relationships, and actions, and break and pour and distribute these, so 
that our outreach and witness as disciples of Jesus is your outreach and witness to all your people, 
from this day forth and forever more. Amen. 

 
* HYMN NO. 694 Great God of Every Blessing AURELIA 

Great God of every blessing, of faithful, loving care, you are the fount of goodness, the daily bread we share. 
How can we hope to thank you? Our praise is but a start: sincerely and completely I offer you my heart. 

 

Your Word is our salvation, the source of endless grace, in death and life extending your covenant embrace. 
In Christ we are one body; each member has a part: sincerely and completely I offer you my heart. 

 

Your Spirit is our teacher, the light that guides our search, transforming broken people into the holy church. 
For feeding us with mercy, for wisdom you impart: sincerely and completely I offer you my heart. 

 
* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 
* POSTLUDE Sound the Trumpet of Victory J. F. Dandrieu; P. L. Harris 

+ + + + + 
At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 

 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. 
Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 

 
NEXT SUNDAY 

Our Parish Associate, George Klett, will be preaching on June 12. 
His sermon is entitled, “Sometimes Along the Way, We Encounter an Earthly Saint!” 

To prepare your hearts, you are invited to read Proverbs 27:17 and I Peter 2:9. 
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DAY OF PENTECOST 

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 June 5, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MINUTE FOR MISSION 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Sunset and Evening Star J. Barnby; R. W. Thygerson 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Joel 2:28-29 

Welcome to worship this morning on this Pentecost Sunday! 
Let us hear God’s Word to the prophet Joel: “I will pour out my spirit on everyone, the older and the 
younger, those living in freedom and those living in bondage, male and female alike.” Hallelujah!” 

 
* HYMN NO. 291 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness SPIRIT 

REFRAIN         Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 

You moved on the waters; you called to the deep; then you coaxed up the mountains, 
from the valleys of sleep; and over the eons you called to each thing, 

             “Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” 
 

You swept through the desert; you stung with the sand; and you goaded your people 
with a law and a land.  When they were confounded with idols and lies, 

then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. 
 

You sang in a stable; you cried from a hill; then you whispered in silence 
when the whole world was still.  And down in the city you called once again 

when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. 
 

You call from tomorrow; you break ancient schemes; from the bondage of sorrow 
the captives dream dreams. Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

              With bold new decisions your people arise.     REFRAIN 
  ______________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 
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THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

DAY OF PENTECOST, JUNE 5 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-Room 10  
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-100  
10:20am Chancel Choir Warm-up-S  
10:45am Worship (with Lord's Supper)-S* 
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen  

  4:30pm Youth Bible Study-Room 403 
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH  
  6:30pm VBS Orientation-L 
MONDAY, JUNE 6, 2022 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir End-of-year Party-Home of Gathings, 
 834 S Rosemary Dr, B  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2022 
  9:00am Carpenter's Kids (K-GR5)-Aggieland Safari 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  5:30pm Vacation Bible School-FH/VC  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Grub Burger Bar, CS 
THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2022 

  6:30am Men's Fellowship Breakfast-CCF  
  6:00pm Property Committee-L 
  6:00pm Mission Committee-304 
FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 2022 
SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2022 
TRINITY SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2022 
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-Room 10 
  9:20am Church School: Loose Leaf Class-100  
10:20am Chancel Choir Warm-up-S  
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  4:30pm Youth Bible Study-Room 403  
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  



June 5, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

 

PUZZLE SWAP 
IT’S HERE! 

All are invited to participate in FPC’s Puzzle Swap organized  
by Congregational Care Committee. Start looking in your  

closets now! A table designated for the swap is set up 
in the Indoor Patio throughout the month of June. 

BRING A PUZZLE. TAKE A PUZZLE. 
BRING TWO PUZZLES. TAKE TWO PUZZLES. 

Please bring in COMPLETE puzzle sets.  
(NOTE: Donated puzzles will not be returned.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesdays, June 8 – July 6 
5:30pm to 7:30pm 

 

Registration packet available at: 
www.fpcbryan.org/2022-vacation-bible-school 

 

On JUNE 8, children “travel” to South America to 
begin this Incredible Race where mankind began, 
and the Tower of Babel created our differences. 

No matter we are one family, one race... 
the human race. 

The meal (5:30pm-6:00pm) will be Empanadas, 
Cheese Bread, Brigaderos, Chips and Salsa, and 

Limeade (or water). 
ATTENTION VBS VOLUNTEERS! 

A VBS Volunteer meeting is set for Sunday, June 5, 
at 5:00pm in the Church Library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carpenter’s Kids Schedule  
“a summer program for children 
who have completed grades K-5” 

Tuesday, June 7, 8:15am-3:00pm 
Washington on the Brazos – Tour & Picnic 

Barrington Living History Tour and 
Washington on the Brazos Grounds 

 

Bring a Sack Lunch. A cooler will be available. 
Drinks and a snack will be provided in the afternoon. 

 

Hard copy forms are available on tables in Narthex 
and in Church Office entrance. 

Email your completed registration  
and medical release forms to 

Kathryn Nachlinger, knachlinger@gmail.com. 
Questions! Call Kathryn, 979.229.9338. 

2022 Vacation Bible School 

http://www.fpcbryan.org/2022-vacation-bible-school
mailto:knachlinger@gmail.com


June 5, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

“STOCK THE PANTRY” 
Throughout June, Brazos Church Pantry 
is needing: PEANUT BUTTER (16 oz.), 
BEEF-A-RONI, SPAGHETTI & MEAT- 
BALLS; SINGLE-SERVE, PULL 
TOP CANNED FOODS and V8. 
Place your donated items in 
the marked containers in the 
Indoor Patio. 

 
“I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord, “to give you a future with                .” 

—Jeremiah 29:11 
 

PENTECOST OFFERING 
The PENTECOST OFFERING, one of four PC(USA) Special Offerings, is being received today and helps the 
church develop and support its young people and also addresses the needs of at-risk children. Forty percent 
of this offering will be retained by our congregation to make an impact in the lives of young people within 
our own community. The remaining 60% is used to support children-at-risk, youth, and young adults 
through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

Offering envelopes are included with today’s bulletin. Thank you for giving generously! 
 
 

PRAYING FOR and REACH OUT TO UVALDE 
All are invited to assist unknown folk in Uvalde (from FPC-Bryan thru FPC-Uvalde). An anonymous church household 
offered to match up to $5,000 given by FPC-Bryan to the Uvalde community for funeral, medical, and trauma 
recovery expenses. Offerings are being received through today as follows: 1) make check payable to: FPC-Bryan 
(NOTE: Uvalde) and place in the offering box, or 2) to give online, click on iGivei in the upper righthand corner on 
the home-page of our website, www.fpcbryan.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--------------------- 
NEW! Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code (to your left) 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and fpcbryan_youth) 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your current prayer 

needs. While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 
Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON TODAY.  
This newsletter will be distributed Thursday, June 9, and cover news from June 16-29. 

Submit your church news TODAY to: office@fpcbryan.org. 
  

Hope 

 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
TUE, JUNE 21 
Noon to 6:00pm 

(Scan QR code to schedule) 

http://www.fpcbryan.org/
https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan
http://www.fpcbryan.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FPCBryan
http://www.instagram.coms/
http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexasC
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org


Do We Sense God’s Heartbreak, Stress-through, and Break-through Chapters?  
And Our Being Challenged and Changed Accordingly? 

Acts 15:6-19 June 05, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

Someone absolutely could ask me, 
“Foote, this Sunday is Pentecost. Instead of 
preaching from Acts, chapter 2, verses 1 
through 13, the story of the wind, the 
flames, and the speaking in understandable 
languages, why preach from Acts, chapter 
15?” That’s an understandable question. 
The answer is personal for me, and possibly 
it’s personal for you. 

If having experienced God’s love and the 
spirit of Jesus like the wind, flames, and 
speaking in understandable languages is the 
key to being a disciple of Jesus Christ, that’s 
never happened to me. I am all in favor of 
spiritual experiences like that of Jesus’ first 
disciples fifty days after his resurrection 
beyond death; but that sort of spiritual 
experience has not been my own. Perhaps it 
has been yours, or perhaps not. 

So the Christian tradition is faced with a 
hurdle at this point. If you are convinced 
that an experience identical to or somewhat 
similar to that of the first Pentecost is 
essential to a person’s experience of faith in 
order to follow Jesus as a disciple, then 
some are “in” and qualified as disciples of 
Jesus, and others are “out.” 

This question about a requirement for a 
certain sort of experience of faith is a 
foundational question in the Book of Acts, 
as Acts is a chronicle of the early Church. 
The event known as Pentecost in chapter 2 
is constituted mostly by disciples of Jesus 
during his earthly ministry who were Jews 
before they were followers of Jesus, and 
who later became known as Christians. By 
chapter 15, where we read today, the 
narrative of Acts of the Apostles is 

exploring a question through the character 
of fisherman and Jesus’ follower Simon 
Peter. The question posed is – in the 
widening faith community of Jesus’ 
followers beyond his death and resurrection, 
and after Pentecost – can a person be part of 
the “faith- in-Jesus community” without 
first being Jewish? 

Simon Peter has been convinced through 
a dream – in which he believes God spoke 
to him – that God is leading the earliest 
church to crack open – or open wider than a 
crack – the door to the fellowship of Jesus’ 
followers. Remember that Simon Peter was 
a fisherman by trade. He is called to testify 
by the religious professionals about his 
emerging convictions which seek a change 
in the earliest church’s traditions in the first 
few decades: “Be Jewish first, then you can 
be a follower of Jesus.” Simon Peter argues 
that this is no requirement of God, but a rule 
held onto by faith community leaders; and 
that, if Pentecost counts as a constituting 
event of an emerging faith community in 
Acts, chapter 2, the most important element 
(or thread) is this: People with different 
backgrounds experiencing God’s Spirit of 
love, are people whose lives are being 
opened to accepting others with different 
backgrounds. If this is true, you don’t have 
to be Jewish before you can be considered a 
follower of Jesus.” In Acts 15, at verse 19, 
James – one of the Elders in Jerusalem – 
also known as a brother of Jesus, with Mary 
as his mother as well – James – breaks the 
silence and speaks to his fellow elders: “Let 
us not burden these non-Jews with the task 
of becoming part of Judaism before we 



consider them disciples of Jesus.” This is a 
pivot point in the development of the early 
church and in the history of God’s people 
after Jesus. Across the centuries, then, the 
following characterizations can also be true 
from the Spirit of God in Jesus: 

Because of Pentecost and the vision to 
Simon Peter and the verdict of James, you 
don’t have to be Jewish before being 
considered a disciple of Jesus. 

You don’t have to be a Western 
European before being considered a disciple 
of Jesus. 

You don’t have to be male before being 
considered a disciple of Jesus. 

You don’t have to be a Roman Catholic 
before being considered a disciple of Jesus. 

You don’t have to be a Protestant or a 
Presbyterian before being considered a 
disciple of Jesus.  

You don’t have to be a Pentecostal before 
being considered a disciple of Jesus. 

You don’t have to be heterosexual or 
married before being considered a disciple 
of Jesus.  

You don’t have to be a Republican or a 
Democrat before being considered a 
disciple of Jesus. 

The story of God’s love in the life of 
Jesus tells many times of God’s heartbreak 
through events and human behavior, of 
God’s stress through events and human 
behavior, and of God’s break-through in 
certain events and related to human 
behavior. 

Pentecost was one of those break-
throughs. The Elder at Jerusalem named 
James knew of God’s heartbreak in different 

events and with different people through the 
ages. He knew of God’s stress in different 
events and with different people through the 
ages. He knew of God’s break-through in 
different events and with different people, 
including himself, sitting at a church 
meeting, hearing testimony from a 
fisherman who wanted religious 
professionals to sense how the God who 
visited them at Pentecost would visit 
different people in different ways to call and 
prompt and guide them across the years. 

It is certainly o.k. to read from Acts, 
chapter 2, on Pentecost. It is also o.k. to read 
from Acts, chapter 15, to discover that God 
is still calling and prompting and guiding us 
to realize we are invited to this table only 
because God has experienced heart break 
through involvement with humans, God has 
experienced stress through involvement 
with humans, and God has experienced 
break-throughs when involved with human 
beings. 

If God could break-through to the 
religious professionals once upon a time in 
Jerusalem who were leaders because they 
had been at the first Pentecost, God can 
break-through with invitations and life-
changes due to personal conviction and 
personal opinion changes in any time, even 
as faith is understood. Someones had to 
change for you to receive God’s invitation 
to this table. But that has happened. If we 
are open to God’s open invitation to us, let 
us be open to the openness of God still 
changing us for receiving others whom God 
also is inviting. – All honor and praise be to 
God.
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