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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 July 10, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND  INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP His Eye is on the Sparrow  arr. Mark Hayes 
    (See Hymn No. 661 for lyrics.) 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 

God’s healing love is extended to us today! 

God’s mercy is graciously given to us. 
Let us rejoice in all that God is doing for us. 

Let us open our hearts and spirits to God’s will.  
Let us worship God! 

 
* HYMN NO. 12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST DENIO 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.  

 
To all, life thou givest, to both great and small. In all life thou livest, the true life of all.  

We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, then wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.  
 

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light. Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight.  
All praise we would render; O help us to see ‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

  ______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

 
LITURGISTS 
Rev. Ted Foote 

Rev. Dr. George E. Klett 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Marcia Miculek; Beth Pennebaker; 
Debe & Scott Shafer 

 
MUSICIANS 

Lisa Walston, piano & organ 
David Kipp, 

Director of Music Ministries 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
In loving memory of 

W. Douglas Von Gonten 
by the Von Gonten Family 

 
AUDIO VISUAL 

Yesdel Benitez Posada; Adam Hartman; 
Jerry Norris 

 
COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

5
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, JULY 10, 2022  
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Summer Class for Adults and Youth-P  
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-10 
10:45am Worship (with Lord’s Supper)-S*   
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
12:00pm NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

MONDAY, JULY 11, 2022 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH   
  5:30pm Christian Education Committee-304 
  5:45pm Worship Committee-L  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, JULY 12, 2022 
  8:15am Carpenter’s Kids-Young Families travel to Aggieland Wild  
 Animal Safari for Bus Tour and Walk-thru Zoo 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Cracker Barrel, Bryan 
 

THURSDAY, JULY 14, 2022 

  6:30am Men's Fellowship Breakfast-CCF  
  6:00pm Property Committee-L 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 15, 2022 
 

SATURDAY, JULY 16, 2022 
10:00am Presbytery Meeting at FPC-Bryan-S/FH/CCF/304* 
 (Overflow parking at The Woman's Club) 
 

6
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, JULY 17, 2022  
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Summer Class for Adults and Youth-P  
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-10 
10:45am Worship (with Lord’s Supper)-S*   
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  



 PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION 
O God of hope and healing, we confess that our lives are often marked by brokenness and sin. We turn 
to you in the hope that your hand will pass over us and we will be healed. Yet in our desire for salvation, 
we prefer healing that comes in our own way and on our own terms. Have mercy on us when we grow 
impatient with your timing, desiring our own. Grant us the humility to receive the words of the humble 
and lowly. Make us whole we pray. Wash us and make us clean. Help us live with eyes that see by faith, 
following the signs you have placed in the ordinary every day of our lives.       (We pray in silence.) 

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

 PASSING OF PEACE   

 OFFERING 
  OFFERTORY SOLO The Lord is My Shepherd Peter A. Pece 

The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want. In green meadows he give me repose. Besides restful waters he 
leads me, He refreshes my soul. The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want. Even though I walk into the dark 
valley, I fear no evil for you are always at my side with your rod and your staff that give me courage. The 
Lord is my shepherd I shall not want. Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life, and I 

shall dwell in the house of the Lord. The Lord is my shepherd. The Lord is my shepherd forever. 
 

  HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 SCRIPTURE READING II Kings 5:1-14 
 

 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION  Providence – Not Plans 
 

* HYMN NO. 452 Open the Eyes of My Heart OPEN THE EYES 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart; I want to see you; I want to see you; 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart; I want to see you; I want to see you; 

to see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory. Pour out your power and love as we 
sing “Holy, holy, holy.” Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy, I want to see you. 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  GOD’S GRACIOUS INVITATION TO THE EUCHARISTIC TABLE 
 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, CONSECRATION, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . Loving and Merciful One, we come to you today with gratitude for your presence, 
guidance, and nurture in our lives. Though we do not always have eyes which see or ears that hear you, 
may our hearts be receptive-- ever seeking your wisdom as we navigate our way - with your help - 
through the light and darkness of our days on earth. In the valleys and trenches of our lives, may we feel 
your strength. On the mountain tops and plains may we know your peace and be humbled as your 
servants. You are always there, always reaching out despite our brokenness and our divisions. Gathered 
at this table which you host in the spirit of Jesus, grant that these elements of field and vine - as we 
partake and celebrate - may become within us, the very life and mind of Jesus Christ. From the feast and 
sacrifice of your love remembered here, help us to: uplift the voices of the powerless, care for the 
marginalized and the oppressed, love the disregarded, and distribute kindness among all.  Guide us to 
sit with the infirmed, accompany the lonely, anoint for healing those who experience brokenness, and 

dance with the joyful. May we hear your call to this discipleship, allowing ourselves to step into spaces 
of vulnerability and trust that we may grow together every day as ambassadors of your grace to all the 
world. We pray all this and more in the name of Jesus Christ, who came to show us the way and taught 
us to pray together saying,  
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING AND POURING ─ AND PARTAKING 
 

COMMISSIONING PRAYER 
Let us pray together . . . Having been nourished and given drink from this table and fellowship, O God, 
take our minds, bodies, words, relationships, and actions, and break and pour and distribute these, so 
that our outreach and witness as disciples of Jesus is your outreach and witness to all your people, 
from this day forth and forever more. Amen. 
  

* HYMN NO. 852 When the Lord Redeems the Very Least I’LL FLY AWAY 
When the Lord redeems the very least, we will rejoice. 
When the hungry gather for the feast, we will rejoice. 

 

                                        REFRAIN          We will rejoice with gladness. We will rejoice. 
All our days we’ll sing to God in praise. We will rejoice! 

 

When the Lord restores the sick and weak, we will rejoice.  
                 When the earth is given to the meek, we will rejoice.    REFRAIN 

 

When the Lord revives the world from death, we will rejoice. 
                  When the word of God fills every breath, we will rejoice.    REFRAIN 

 

When the Lord returns in victory, we will rejoice. 
                 When we live in glorious liberty, we will rejoice.    REFRAIN 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

* POSTLUDE O Worship the King arr. Mark Hayes
    (See Hymn No. 41 for lyrics.) 

+ + + + + 

 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Béghin will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on the tables 
in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our building and need 
assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located in the narthex, where the 

worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of membership. 
If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment as a disciple of Jesus 
Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted 

Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a 
mutually convenient Sunday when you can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 Page 2 Page 3 

The prayerful support and sympathy of the congregation are extended to Ellen & Andrew Weichert 
and their family following the death of Ellen’s mother, Faye Bailey, on July 6. Funeral services will be 

held on Tuesday, July 12, at 1:00pm at Phillips and Luckey Funeral Home, 404 Buck St. in Caldwell. 
“I am the life and the resurrection,” saith the Lord. —John 11:25 
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A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  



 
First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

CHURCH OFFICER NOMINATING FORM 
 

We invite your prayers for the Nominating Committee which will meet 
soon to nominate candidates to serve as Elders (12, Class of 2024); 

Elder (1, Class of 2023); 2023-2024 Nominating Committee (5, members-at-large), 
and; Foundation Trustees (3, Class of 2028). 

 

2022-2023 CONGREGATION’S NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
(a committee of the congregation) 

Co-moderators (Ruling Elders) .................................................................................... Cheryl Moreno; Jessica Sahm Petersen 
Members-at-large ............................................................ Lois Basenfelder, Rachel Cochrane, Glenn Mathews, and Ken Telg 
 

RULING ELDERS 
CLASS OF 2022 CLASS OF 2023 

Rick Avery 
 

Sally Kate Morse Becky Alter 
 

Billy Housman 
Christy Becker Tom Reed Leigh Gathings Sam Humphries 

Shelley Espinoza Debe Shafer Gilbert Gonzalez Nancy Robertson 
Sherry Hinnant Scott Shafer Adam Hartman Jessica Sahm Petersen 

David Holdredge Ellen Thornton Janice Haverland Ethan Truax 
Cheryl Moreno Ernie Wright Kaitlyn Hendler  

 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services. 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. ― I Corinthians 12:4 

  
Gifts and requirements for serving as a church officer. Elders are called to exercise special functions in the Church. God 
gives these persons suitable gifts for their various duties. In addition to possessing the necessary gifts and abilities, natural 
and acquired, those who undertake particular ministries should be persons of strong faith, dedicated discipleship, and 
love of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Their manner of life should be a demonstration of the Christian gospel in the church 
and in the world. (Book of Order G-2.01) 
 

ELDERS are those, in a Presbyterian Church, who compose the Session which is the governing body of the church. They are 
responsible for decisions of the daily life of the church by serving on the following committees: Administration, Children’s 
Center Ministry, Christian Education, Community Building & Engagement, Congregational Care, Missions‒Local and Beyond, 
Property, Stewardship & Finance, and Worship. 
 

------------------------------- 
You do not need to confer with those whose names you suggest. The Congregation’s Nominating Committee will ask 

potential nominees of their willingness to serve. Please list your suggestions for nominees whom you feel will be the best 
suited to serve in a new class of leaders at First Presbyterian Church: 

 

Nominee(s) for Elders (Class of 2024)  

  

Nominee(s) for Elder (Class of 2023)  

  

Nominee(s) for Nominating Committee Members-at-Large (2023-2024)  

  

Nominee(s) for Foundation Trustees (2028)  

  

Place your completed form near the offering box or 
email suggestions to office@fpcbryan.org by Sunday, July 31, 2022. 

mailto:office@fpcbryan.org


Providence – Not Plans 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin July 10, 2022 
2 Kings 5:1-14 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
Here we are in the 9th century before Christ. Israel 

and Aram (which is modern day Syria) had just been at 
war. Israel lost. King Aram’s top commander had played 
a major role in winning that war over Israel, and his 
name was Naaman. In the time after the war, Naaman 
had developed Leprosy and was desperate for a cure. 
Here our story begins.  

Naaman had brought home a war prize for his wife; 
an Israelite girl who would become a slave. She was 
their prisoner, helpless to ever return to her home and 
at their mercy within their household. She was 
considered so unimportant that she does not even have 
a name in our story, but is she who is God’s first sign. 
She risks her life to direct Naaman to a cure.  

When Naaman heeds the word of the slave girl and 
goes to Israel, he takes servants with him and he first 
comes before the king of Israel who he just defeated in 
war.  

The king was so distressed by the political and 
divine implications of Naaman’s request and visit that 
he rips his clothing. He cries out asking if he is to play 
God and say whether or not his enemy lives or dies. 
Keep in mind, Naaman is the one who killed the king’s 
father! There is much politically at stake in Naaman’s 
plea.  

This is when Elisha sends word. He is the official 
pastoral voice for Israel at this point. Remember, Pastor 
Ted spoke to us a few weeks ago on the story of Elijah 
and Elisha and how Elisha became a prophet of God as 
Elijah’s successor.  

With their names it can be easy to mix them up, but 
one major difference in their ministries is that Elijah’s 
time was marked by large and visible events. He can 
also be known as a prophet of judgment. Elijah was 
what you expect a Hollywood prophet to be like. The 
power of God was seen in him.  

Elisha’s ministry was steady and subtle. He can be 
known as a prophet of grace. He served people as 
individuals and also tended to the spiritual life of his 
nation. He was among the people, rather than set 
apart. Elisha was a prophet and a pastor. 

Sometimes it seems like in order for the power of 
God to be true there should be thunder and lightning 
and pomp and circumstance, but God lives in the 
spaces we do not always see too. Elisha helps us to see 
this and directs Naaman in our story to a humble 
healing. 

So, when Elisha does not even come to greet 
Naaman, but tells him to go and wash in an 
unremarkable river 7 times and then go home healed, 
Naaman is offended. How dare he, after I come all this 
way. Doesn’t he know who I am? What can that 
peewee of a river do for me when we have much better 
ones back home?  

Naaman’s servants urge him to let his pride fall 
down and take these instructions. What did he have to 
lose, really? These servants, though, had nothing to 
gain… They only risked his fury. Again, God is at work 
here. 

Scholars, when encountering this passage, speak of 
providence. Until recently I have resisted the idea of 
God’s providence because it is too often and mistakenly 
equated with the term “God’s plan.”  

There is too much suffering and injustice for God to 
have a plan for each of us. It messes with the concept 
of free will too much for my comfort. Comfort… that’s a 
vice right there. For Naaman it was pride. For me, and 
perhaps many of us it is comfort… 

God’s providence is not the same thing as a plan of 
God. Providence, biblically at least, is God’s gentle 
nurture and guidance on our spiritual journeys… like a 
pile of rocks on a hike meant to mark a trail head. We 
can recognize it and follow it or go a different way.  

Now that is a definition of providence I can fully 
subscribe to. The English as a second language teacher 
in me says, break apart the word… providence- provide- 
ence… God provides a way, but does not force us to 
walk it.  

That is the purpose of the Holy Spirit, is it not? To 
gently guide us on our spiritual journeys. This does not 
mess with free will, nor does it write off blessings and 
curses as the will of God.  

No, this providence is equal to the shepherd who 
walks with us through the valley of the shadow of death 
that we may have no fear and trembling despite the 
wreckage around each corner.  

No, this is a God who loves us and allows us to 
freely move and have our being, but reaches out 
through the cracks of our lives with light to guide us 
into a vulnerability which receives and knows grace. 

A colleague of mine spoke to me of providence and 
I, still stuck on the wrong definition, resisted the idea 
and wrote him off.. must be one of those “everything 
happens for a reason” pastors… but then he offered 
this, providence is the love of God spoken of in Romans 



8:35-39 (“ Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 
Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or 
nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, “For 
your sake we are being killed all day long; we are 
accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all 
these things we are more than victorious through him 
who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”) 

That is providence… that continual reaching out of 
God in love that we may catch a glimpse of such light 
and know the ways of grace. 

What is interesting is that in the lectionary we end 
at verse 14. This is due to a traditional way of dividing 
up the Hebrew texts in translation to English. If we had 
continued to verse 15 the story would have revealed 
that these events which he heard today led to 
Naaman’s conversion... his belief in the one true God. 

I am not saying that God gave Naaman leprosy so as 
to convert him into a believer. That’s not the type of 
reaching out or influence of which I speak…  

No, what I am saying is that perhaps this story tells 
us of the people who are normally overlooked, of the 
steady laborers in the world who God works through to 
bring us mentions of love and care in our lives despite 
who we have been or what we have done. Naaman was 
willing to be guided and helped and open, and in those 
moments, God broke in and made a home. 

When I think of God’s providence in my own life, I 
think one of the best examples I have is actually coming 
here. I had only ever served churches with 2,000 
members or more and I was looking for another large 
parish to serve.  

The call process for pastors in the PCUSA is not the 
most easy to navigate and there’s not a lot available 
either. When I was looking to depart from First 
Presbyterian Church of Virginia Beach, a mentor of 
mine said to take any interview that comes your way 
because even the jobs you don’t want will serve as 
great practice. 

I was contacted by FPC Bryan’s search committee. 
At this point I was interviewing with other places and 
when I saw “Bryan” I thought… oh, must be some little 
bumpkin town in the middle of nowhere.  

I had never heard of Bryan, Texas… I was looking at 
places like Los Angeles, Phoenix, Portland… not 
whatever Bryan was… but the words of my mentor 
came into my head and I took the interview without 

even looking at the map. I thought, this will be fun, why 
not? Great practice. 

That evening the call came in and Ken Telg’s voice 
greeted me on the phone. I figured it would be a quick 
call, so I had dinner waiting on the counter. After all, 
what did I really want as a single 20-something with a 
small bumpkin town?  

The committee had me on speaker and within 
minutes I was actually having fun. I had no guards up. 
This was practice, right? The interview at some point 
lost structure and truly became banter. We were 
laughing and just having a time of it.  

My stomach rumbled, I looked at the clock, before 
we knew it we had been on the phone for 2 and half 
hours. My spaghetti had gotten cold. Somebody was 
going to have to hang up first and my stomach told me 
it had to be done. I let them know I needed to eat.  

I hung up the phone and immediately began 
stuffing my face and felt this weird sensation in my 
chest. It was my heart… it was excited and already I was 
missing them, those faceless voices from that bumpkin 
place…  

I began hoping they would call me again in the 
morning. It felt like the butterflies after a first date! Ken 
Telg has no such patience though. It took him all of 5 
minutes. The phone rang, I choked down the mouthful 
of pasta and hurried to answer. Before I knew it, I was 
committing to visiting this little place. 

That’s when I looked at the map for the first time 
and I hit my forehead with my palm and said, 
“Oooooooh. College Station! Why didn’t they just say 
that?!”  

It’s funny how such little things as a mentor’s advice 
can lead to such great blessings. God works through 
others, placing moments in our paths that, if we are 
receptive, can lead us into places of spiritual wellness 
and goodness.  

I have found that here in this not-so-bumpkin-after-
all town among all of you who I now know as family. It 
just took a little openness. Naaman found God this way. 
God provides, we just don’t always see it because it’s 
not always what we’re looking for. 

If we lived our lives with a little more openness, a 
little more vulnerability, what other signs and 
opportunities could we notice in the every day? Despite 
the darkness, God always holds a light, always chases us 
into the depths, and always provides an open hand. 
Nothing can separate us from the love of the shepherd. 
We only need but to open our eyes and see it has 
always been there. Amen. 
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