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ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

August 21, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Shall We Gather at the River arr. Joel Raney 
    (See Hymn No. 375 for lyrics.) 
 
OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Psalm 46 

Welcome to worship this morning! 
In Psalm 46, it is written: 
“There is a river whose waters make glad all that belongs to God. God will help across that commonwealth. 
The Lord of all is with us. Today and forevermore, the Lord of all is our refuge and strength.” 

 
* HYMN NO. 1 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! NICAEA 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee, casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee, though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, perfect in power, in love and purity. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity!  

  ______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGISTS 
Kris Wuensche 

Rev. Dr. George E. Klett 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Becky Alter 
Gilbert Gonzalez 

Margaret Moon Guillory 
Nancy Robertson 

 

MUSICIANS 
Lisa Walston, piano & organ 

David Kipp, 
Director of Music Ministries 

 

AUDIO VISUAL 
Yesdel Benitez Posada 

Nicole McKinley 
Bobby Randolph 

Bill Watson 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
In loving memory of 

my parents 
by Ranney McDonald 

 

COVER ART 
The Chocolate Hills 
in the Philippines 

 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

11
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, AUGUST 21, 2022  
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Summer Class for Adults and Youth-P  
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-10 
10:45am Worship-S*   
 Live-streamed worship viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
11:45am Meet ‘n Greet Our Children’s Ministry Coordinator-CCF 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 2022 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2022 
  1:30pm Congregational Care Committee-302 
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S * 
  7:30pm Children’s Center Ministry Committee-L 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-T Jin's on Boonville, Bryan 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022 

  6:00pm Stewardship & Finance Committee-L 
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26, 2022 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 2022 
 

12
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, AUGUST 28, 2022  
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Summer Class for Adults and Youth-P  
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-10 
10:45am Worship-S*   
 Live-streamed worship viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
12:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976 Court of Honor/FPC Luncheon-FH  
  5:00pm Stated Session Meeting-Pt  
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-Grand Station, CS 
 Invite your friends! (Cost is $5.00/person) 
 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

―Psalm 121:1-2 



 PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray our praise and humbly confess our sin, wanderings, and failings to God. Let us pray together… 
We honor and adore you, Blessed One of heaven and earth, for a universe both vast and intricate, for 
love both eternal and temporal, both global and personal. Receive our confession that we think, act, and 
relate as if your steadfast faithfulness is the same steadfast faithfulness we would give, as if your mercy 
is the same mercy we would share. Steer us away from our perspectives which presume and assume, 
when we need –by your Spirit – to be guided and made new. Help us journey each day following the way 
and example of Jesus Christ, serving you always among all your people . . .       (We pray in silence.) 
Friends, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel: 

  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
  

 CALL FOR OFFERING AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 121; Romans 14:7-9 
 

 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION  Preserved from Evil: Our Help Comes from the Lord 
 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from “A Brief Statement of Faith” 
In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the 
earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the descendants of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us 
still, God makes us heirs with Christ of that eternal covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her 
nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome a prodigal home, God is faithful still. With believers in 
every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

* HYMN The Lord’s My Shepherd BROTHER JAMES AIR 
  (See insert for lyrics.) 

 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, Litany Prayer on Friendship by Harry E. Fosdick, 1959 (adapted) 
 AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray . . . God of all times, and places, and people: We give thanks for your generosity and 
faithfulness, and for your calling us to serve you among your people every day you give us life. Receive, 
we pray, thanksgiving for the encouragement of love from friends, family, colleagues, and even 
strangers, for the support of their confidence, the steadfastness of their support, and the warmth of 
their affection. We thank you for the encouragement of friends and of brothers and sisters in your grace 
who give us encouragement both to walk bravely amid the hardships of life and to believe in our best 
when facing failure. We are grateful to You for all those living on earth, and all those departed hence, 
whose love has been our peace and strength; for the beauty of their lives through which you have shined 
your light; and for Jesus Christ who called us, saying that we are more than servants, because we are 
friends in your grace through him. Because friendship is so excellent a gift, O God, extend its reach.   
Reclaim from violence and strife positive healthy relationships of races and nations and communities. 
Redeem all people from both suspicion and rivalry toward relationships of both good will and trust. 

Grant the experience of your healing in particular ways to all who are ill, or injured, or in grief. O Source 
of every good gift: Have mercy upon us. Grant us your blessing. Make our human friendships a revelation 
to our souls of your unfailing love. Wrap your grace around us, support us by your power, and establish 
us in your fellowship, that we should be friends of one another and of you today and every day. Hear us 
also praying as Jesus taught disciples to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN The River is Here Andy Park/Vineyard 
  (See insert for lyrics.) 
 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

* POSTLUDE To God Be the Glory arr. Mark Hayes 
    (See Hymn No. 634 for lyrics.) 
    + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

Following worship, all are invited to Carter Creek Foyer to 
meet ‘n greet our Children’s Ministry Coordinator Beth Truax. 

 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available in 
“Doodle Bags” in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with 

our building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are 
located in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 

 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment 

as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin 

(ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be 
received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your prayer needs. While 

users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 
Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 

Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 
 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON TODAY.  
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, August 24, and cover news from September 1-14. 

Submit your church news to: office@fpcbryan.org. 
 Page 2 Page 3 

The prayerful support and sympathy of the congregation are extended to Esther Carrigan and 
family following the death of Bob on August 18. Expressions of love may be mailed to Esther at: 

16817 Woodlake Drive, College Station Texas 77845 
“I am the life and the resurrection,” saith the Lord. —John 11:25 
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A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

―Psalm 121:1-2 



August 21, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

“VOICES FOR CHILDREN” DRIVE CONTINUES THROUGHOUT AUGUST 
Sponsored by Mission Committee, FPC-Bryan and Voices for Children are partnering to accept 
GIFT CARDS (Visa, Mastercard, Target, Academy, Amazon, etc.)  for teens in foster care. VFC’s 
mission is to improve the lives of children in foster care through powerful volunteer advocacy 
until each child is placed in a safe and permanent home. Place your gift card in the offering box 
this morning OR mail OR hand deliver M-F, 9:00am-3:00pm to: First Presbyterian Church, 1100 
Carter Creek Pkwy, Bryan Texas 77802. For more information, visit www.vfcbrazos.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOTHER-DAUGHTER WEEKEND RETREAT AT MO-RANCH, OCTOBER 7-9 
A weekend retreat where mothers and daughters come together through different recreational activities!  

Come spend a special weekend at Mo with your daughter(s) ages 5-15! Scholarships are available!! 
 

GET AWAY from the busyness of life and all its distractions to spend time together having fun 
outdoors. There will be tons of activities, and plenty of time to laugh, to have fun and to celebrate 
the special bond that mothers and daughters share. Mother-Daughter Weekend participants will 
be housed in the historic Loma Linda Dorm (with newly renovated bathrooms—yay!).  Just think! 
This means . . . 4 meals you don’t have to cook . . . 3 days you don’t have to plan . . . 100% of your 
time devoted to your daughter(s). 
Dorm housing (Loma Linda) 
• $250 for the first mother & daughter 
• $75 for each additional person (limited to three additional persons, due to housing space) 
Those attending from FPC-Bryan will depart from the church at 12:30pm on Friday, October 7. 

To learn more, visit: https://tinyurl.com/mr485cr3. For questions, to receive a registration form   
and/or the weekend itinerary, email Julie Truax,  julie_truax@outlook.com. 

Scholarships available! Registration deadline: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4! 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

You are cordially invited to 
BOY SCOUT TROOP 976 
COURT OF HONOR LUNCHEON 

Spaghetti lunch prepared by and served 
compliments of Troop 976 

 

Sunday, August 28, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 

All are welcome – Scout families, church members, 
and families interested in joining Scouts from SFA 

Middle School. Following lunch, Scouts will be 
awarded merit badges and rank advancements in a 
brief ceremony. We appreciate the support of FPC 

as our charter organization. Please join us! 

http://www.vfcbrazos.org/
https://tinyurl.com/mr485cr3
mailto:julie_truax@outlook.com


The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 
Words: Psalm 23 from the Scottish Psalter, 1650 alt. by James Leith Macbeth Bain, 1915. 
Music and Setting: ‘Marosa’ or ‘Brother James’ Air’ James Leith Macbeth Bain, 1915, alt. 

Copyright: public domain. 
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Held onto through Evil: Our Help Comes from the Lord 
Psalm 121 and Romans 14:7-9 August 21, 2022  
First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas Ted V. Foote, Jr.  

While I am certain that I read Psalm 121 
before I was 25 years old, when I was 25, Psalm 
121 met me face to face. My dad experienced a 
fatal cardiac episode one week on a Thursday 
at mid-morning. By late afternoon that day the 
pastor of First Presbyterian in Gatesville, 
Texas, was at the family home to help us plan 
the memorial service, which was scheduled for 
Saturday afternoon. Among the pastor’s 
Scripture suggestions was Psalm 121, and the 
family agreed. 

 “Does my help come from the hills? No. 
My help comes in one form or another from the 
Lord of heaven and earth.” 

What’s the form of that help? And does that 
sort of help make a difference for you? For me? 
For others? Does it make a difference for 
communities of faith, who value Scripture as 
sacred? Who value Scripture as valid? Who 
value Scripture as important, even crucial and 
essential? 

Yes, Psalm 121 can be comforting and 
strengthening when read at a memorial service 
or graveside. Psalm 121 can be reassuring 
when read: in a hospital room; on a back porch; 
in a kitchen, living room, or study; on a park 
bench; in a library or coffee shop; in a chapel 
or sanctuary. 

I suggest to you this morning that Psalm 121 
is in the Bible because a poet of faith expressed 
a “faith-journey-wondering” about a faith-
journey relationship of ultimate importance: 
“From where does my help in life come?” And, 
secondly, I’m suggesting that this “faith-
journey-wondering” about a relationship of 
ultimate importance has relevance, power, and 
encouragement to give in areas of culture and 
faith communities that we who are faith 
community members 2,800 years later may not 
often consider. Personally, I have been most 
recently helped to consider the relevance, 
power, and encouragement of this psalm 
through reading Brian McLaren’s book, “Faith 

after Doubt: Why Your Beliefs Stopped 
Working and What to Do about It,” published 
in 2021. Mr. McLaren’ own faith-journey 
began as a Southern Baptist. He has continually 
moved to what we might say is the positive 
edge of “more traditional” faith community 
boundaries. At some point, certain more 
fundamentalist Southern Baptists began saying 
that his brand of evangelical faith was neither 
evangelical nor faith; yet other Southern 
Baptists, as well as Methodists, Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians, etc., have disagreed, saying 
instead that Mr. McLaren’s writings are 
ecumenical, inter-religious, evangelical, and 
have within them much Biblical faith. 

The concluding five chapters in “Faith after 
Doubt” comprise a section he titles, “Life after 
(and with) Doubt.” Life after doubt AND life 
WITH doubt! That five-chapter section opens 
with Mr. McLaren describing a young woman 
named Charis, who approached him at the end 
of a seminar and asked if he would allow her to 
buy him a cup of coffee before he needed to 
board his plane, in exchange for a brief 
conversation. He agreed; and she began telling 
him: “I was raised a Southern Baptist in a 
church that taught what they called Biblical 
beliefs about women being submissive to men 
and same gender marriage being against God’s 
will because the ‘inerrant Bible’ tells us so. By 
my senior year in high school, I felt wrong in 
my conscience every time I attended, and that 
my presence showed support for what I could 
not accept. Because I have not seen good 
evidence of other faith community possi-
bilities, since college, I’ve stayed away from 
church. So here’s my question: I’ve been up to 
my neck in doubt all through my twenties, and 
I’m ready to move on. But where can I find a 
church that fosters the faith after doubt you 
talked about in your seminar?” (pgs. 131-132). 
Mr. McClaren writes, “Everywhere I go, I meet 
people like Charis, who ask me their version of 



this same question: Where can I find a faith 
community that welcomes doubters like me 
and my friends, a good place in which to raise 
children, a fellowship that helps us move 
toward ‘faith expressing itself in love’? A 
group of people who care about good 
governing, a caring and respectful society, and 
an environment to be saved” (p.132). 

Mr. McClaren then expands on this related 
to four age-stages in life: (1) “Faith expressing 
itself in love beckons children to do the work 
of ‘simplicity,’ learning to habitually choose 
goodness and generosity and reject meanness 
and self-centeredness so they can become 
vibrant, healthy adolescents. (2) Faith 
expressing itself in love beckons those 
adolescents to grapple with ‘complexity’ and 
master the skills needed to succeed as young 
adults, so they can become loving friends, 
partners, parents, workers, neighbors, and 
citizens. (3) Faith expressing itself in love 
summons thoughtful young adults to pass into 
and through ‘perplexity,’ seeing through 
hypocrisy, rejecting ignorance, and challenging 
injustice, even when doing so is costly, all in 
the pursuit of love. And (4) Faith expressing 
itself in love welcomes the passionate young 
seeker into a deep adult lifestyle of empathy, 
kindness, and compassion, where love is the 
prime directive, the greatest thing, the most 
excellent way …” (pgs.136-137). 

You may be thinking and you may in fact 
communicate to me face-to-face or in an email 
or text message, “Preacher, all you did today 
was pick a psalm and give us a book report in 
which you quoted too much from the author 
and didn’t put in your thoughts.” You might 
think or communicate that. I wonder that 
myself. But I can tell you genuinely that the 
psalmist’s question is my question, and I 
suspect it is yours. “From where does our help 
come?” I think that’s also somewhat Charis’ 
and Mr. McClaren’s question: “From where 
does our help come?” 

The psalmist is convinced how, “Our help 
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth.” I want to be convinced of that. Mr. 
McClaren is convinced of that. Charis is 
convinced of that. And you?    We experience 
God’s help, as different as we are in age, 
gender, education, income, ethnicity, politics, 
theology, when we share a journey seeking 
“faith expressing itself in love,” doing this with 
others.  At verse seven, the New Revised 
Standard pew Bible version offers the 
following translation to English: “The Lord 
will keep you from all evil. The Lord will keep 
your life.” Evil happens still when we share a 
journey with others of “faith expressing itself 
in love.” Evil happens, including showing up 
within our very lives and relationships. The 
meaning of the English word “keep” does not 
mean that evil does not happen around and 
within us. It means God is holding onto us, 
come what may, forever. God holds on to us 
with others, given grief, pain, vulnerability, 
etc., even through our arrogance and 
insensitivity, which are, of course, indications 
of inner fear. God holds onto and stays with 
each and all in and among communities seeking 
faith expressing itself in love.  

You may, in fact, experience the shared 
journey of learning, serving, praying, and 
singing, like the differences in the three songs 
we sing this morning.  There’s the majesty of 
“Holy, Holy, Holy,” the assurance of “The 
Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want,” and the 
bold confidence and dancing rhythm of “The 
River Is Here.”  My eyes look all around 
through life, and I ask, “From where does my 
help come? My help comes from the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth,” and who is holding 
onto each one of God’s beloved, and holding 
onto all together. Let us up and be journeying 
with others, seeking faith expressing itself in 
love. – All honor and praise be to God.
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