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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

  
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 

August 28, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP My Shepherd Will Supply My Need arr. Mark Hayes 
    (See Hymn No. 803 for lyrics.) 
 

OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Psalm 25 
To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls  
Oh Lord, in you we trust.  
Help us to know your ways  
Lead us in your truth  
For you are the God of our salvation. 
 

* HYMN NO. 624 (st. 1,3,5) I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art TOULON 
I greet thee, who my sure Redeemer art, My only trust and Savior of my heart, 

Who pain didst undergo for my poor sake; I pray thee from our hearts all cares to take. 
 

Thou art the life, by which alone we live, and all our substance and our strength receive; 
Sustain us by thy faith and by thy power, and give us strength in every trying hour. 

 

Our  hope is in no other save in thee; Our faith is built upon thy promise free; 
Lord, give us peace, and make us calm and sure, That in thy strength we evermore endure. 

  ______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Emily Béghin 

 

LITURGISTS 
Rev. Ted Foote 

Rev. Dr. George E. Klett 
 

GUEST ARTIST 
Christine Holton 

Artist-in-residence, City of Navasota 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Margaret Moon Guillory 
Jan Haverland; David Holdredge 

Jessica Sahm Petersen 
 

MUSICIANS 
Lisa Walston, piano 

David Kipp, 
Director of Music Ministries 

 

AUDIO VISUAL 
Yesdel Benitez Posada 

Nicole McKinley 
Bobby Randolph 

Bill Watson 
 

FLOWERS 
(in chancel and narthex) 

In loving memory of 
Bob Carrigan 

by the Carrigan Family 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

12
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, AUGUST 28, 2022  
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Summer Class for Adults and Youth-P  
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-10 
10:45am Worship-S*   
 Live-streamed worship viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
11:45am Boy Scout Troop 976 Court of Honor/FPC Luncheon-FH  
  5:00pm Stated Session Meeting-Pt  
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-Grand Station, CS 
 Invite your friends! (Cost is $5.00/person) 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2022 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  6:00pm Presbyterian Women's Fall Gathering-FH  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2022 
11:30am Men's Lunch-Koppe Bridge, 3940 Harvey Rd, College Station  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S 

 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group- 
 C&J's BBQ, Wm Joel Bryan Pkwy, Bryan 

 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2022 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2022 
 

13
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, SEPTEMBER 4, 2022  
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Summer Class for Adults and Youth-P  
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-10 
10:45am Worship (with Lord’s Supper)-S*   
 Live-streamed worship viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Group-CCF/FH 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  



 PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . Holy One who loves us despite our brokenness and failings, sometimes we stray 
from the path you have paved for us in search of quick fixes and gratification. We carry the burdens of 
our past and fall easily into destructive patterns for our futures. Without you we would wander aimlessly 
through this wilderness life. Forgive us our failings and show us the way to growth and renewal through 
your mercy and great love . . .        (We pray in silence.) 
Friends, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel: 

  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
  
 CALL FOR OFFERING AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 25:1-7 

 
 ANTHEM Amazing Grace Craig Courtney; arr. David Kipp 
  (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 649.) 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Daniel 9:15-19 

  This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION  Father Forgive 
 

* HYMN (st. 1,3) There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy WELLESLEY 
(See insert.) 

 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray . . . God of all mercies, we give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness to 
us and to all people. May we recognize more fully your grace amid the darkness of the journeys we walk. 
May we be mirrors of your grace and goodness to others that they too may know your light. We bless you 
for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your boundless love in the 
redemption of this broken world through our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
everlasting life in your kingdom. We pray that the blessings we receive are met with gratitude and 
recognition, especially in the places we would rather look away. We give thanks for your peace in moments 
of chaos, your presence in times of devastation and loneliness, your love in the stranger, and your truth in 
the friend. Though in life we know suffering and the feeling of a fractured spirit, we know that through the 
pain of every experience you are with all of your people for forgiveness, healing, newness of life, and 
resurrection. Give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we show forth your 
praise, not only with our lips but through our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking 
before you all our days in community with every neighbor, sister, and brother in your human family; 
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who taught us to pray together in one voice saying, 

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 
* HYMN NO. 65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou are mighty; hold me with thy powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more; feed me till I want no more. 

 

Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow. 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield; be thou still my strength and shield. 

 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside. 
Death of death, and hell's destruction, land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to thee, I will ever give to thee. 

 
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
* POSTLUDE Come Thou Almighty King Marvin Gaspard 
    (See Hymn No. 2 for lyrics.) 

    + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Béghin will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 

Following worship, all are invited to Fellowship Hall for FPC-sponsored Boy Scout 
Troop 976 Court of Honor and a Spaghetti Lunch (compliments of the troop). 

 

Page 2 Page 3 

The prayerful support and sympathy of the congregation are extended to: 
• Ed Funkhouser and family following the death of Norma on August 21. Expressions of 

love may be mailed to Ed at: 237 White Heron Drive, Georgetown Texas 78628. 
• Reid Self following the death of his father Donnie on August 17. Expressions of love 

may be mailed to Reid at: 1400 Austin Drive, College Station Texas 77845. 
“I am the life and the resurrection,” saith the Lord. —John 11:25 



 PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray together . . . Holy One who loves us despite our brokenness and failings, sometimes we stray 
from the path you have paved for us in search of quick fixes and gratification. We carry the burdens of 
our past and fall easily into destructive patterns for our futures. Without you we would wander aimlessly 
through this wilderness life. Forgive us our failings and show us the way to growth and renewal through 
your mercy and great love . . .        (We pray in silence.) 
Friends, let us hear and share with gladness the blessed news of the Gospel: 

  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
  
 CALL FOR OFFERING AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 25:1-7 

 
 ANTHEM Amazing Grace Craig Courtney; arr. David Kipp 
  (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 649.) 

 
 SCRIPTURE READING Daniel 9:15-19 

  This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION   
 

* HYMN (st. 1,3) There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy WELLESLEY 
(See insert.) 

 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray . . . God of all mercies, we give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness to 
us and to all people. May we recognize more fully your grace amid the darkness of the journeys we walk. 
May we be mirrors of your grace and goodness to others that they too may know your light. We bless you 
for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your boundless love in the 
redemption of this broken world through our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
everlasting life in your kingdom. We pray that the blessings we receive are met with gratitude and 
recognition, especially in the places we would rather look away. We give thanks for your peace in moments 
of chaos, your presence in times of devastation and loneliness, your love in the stranger, and your truth in 
the friend. Though in life we know suffering and the feeling of a fractured spirit, we know that through the 
pain of every experience you are with all of your people for forgiveness, healing, newness of life, and 
resurrection. Give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we show forth your 
praise, not only with our lips but through our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking 
before you all our days in community with every neighbor, sister, and brother in your human family; 
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who taught us to pray together in one voice saying, 

Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 
* HYMN NO. 65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou are mighty; hold me with thy powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more; feed me till I want no more. 

 

Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow. 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield; be thou still my strength and shield. 

 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside. 
Death of death, and hell's destruction, land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to thee, I will ever give to thee. 

 
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
* POSTLUDE Come Thou Almighty King Marvin Gaspard 
    (See Hymn No. 2 for lyrics.) 

    + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Béghin will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 

Following worship, all are invited to Fellowship Hall for FPC-sponsored Boy Scout 
Troop 976 Court of Honor and a Spaghetti Lunch (compliments of the troop). 

 

Page 2 Page 3 

The prayerful support and sympathy of the congregation are extended to: 
• Ed Funkhouser and family following the death of Norma on August 21. Expressions of 

love may be mailed to Ed at: 237 White Heron Drive, Georgetown Texas 78628. 
• Reid Self following the death of his father Donnie on August 17. Expressions of love 

may be mailed to Reid at: 1400 Austin Drive, College Station Texas 77845. 
“I am the life and the resurrection,” saith the Lord. —John 11:25 



First Presbyterian Church | 1100 Carter Creek Parkway | Bryan, Texas 77802 
PH. 979.823.8073 | FAX. 979.822.7063 | Website: www.fpcbryan.org | Email: office@fpcbryan.org 

Find “First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas” on FACEBOOK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

  
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 

August 28, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP My Shepherd Will Supply My Need arr. Mark Hayes 
    (See Hymn No. 803 for lyrics.) 
 

OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Psalm 25 
To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls  
Oh Lord, in you we trust.  
Help us to know your ways  
Lead us in your truth  
For you are the God of our salvation. 
 

* HYMN NO. 624 (st. 1,3,5) I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art TOULON 
I greet thee, who my sure Redeemer art, My only trust and Savior of my heart, 

Who pain didst undergo for my poor sake; I pray thee from our hearts all cares to take. 
 

Thou art the life, by which alone we live, and all our substance and our strength receive; 
Sustain us by thy faith and by thy power, and give us strength in every trying hour. 

 

Our  hope is in no other save in thee; Our faith is built upon thy promise free; 
Lord, give us peace, and make us calm and sure, that in thy strength we evermore endure. 

  ______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Emily Béghin 

 

LITURGISTS 
Rev. Ted Foote 

Rev. Dr. George E. Klett 
 

GUEST ARTIST 
Christine Holton 

Artist-in-residence, City of Navasota 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Margaret Moon Guillory 
Jan Haverland; David Holdredge 

Jessica Sahm Petersen 
 

MUSICIANS 
Lisa Walston, piano 

David Kipp, 
Director of Music Ministries 

Chancel Choir 
 

AUDIO VISUAL 
Yesdel Benitez Posada 

Nicole McKinley 
Bobby Randolph 

Bill Watson 
 

FLOWERS 
(in chancel and narthex) 

In loving memory of 
Bob Carrigan 

by the Carrigan Family 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, AUGUST 28, 2022  
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Summer Class for Adults and Youth-P  
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-10 
10:45am Worship-S*   
 Live-streamed worship viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
11:45am Boy Scout Troop 976 Court of Honor/FPC Luncheon-FH  
  5:00pm Stated Session Meeting-Pt  
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-Grand Station, CS 
 Invite your friends! (Cost is $5.00/person) 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2022 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  6:00pm Presbyterian Women's Fall Gathering-FH  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2022 
11:30am Men's Lunch-Koppe Bridge, 3940 Harvey Rd, College Station  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S 

 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group- 
 C&J's BBQ, Wm Joel Bryan Pkwy, Bryan 

 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2022 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2022 
 

13
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, SEPTEMBER 4, 2022  
  9:20am Church School: Young Adults Class-304  
  9:20am Church School: Summer Class for Adults and Youth-P  
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-10 
10:45am Worship (with Lord’s Supper)-S*   
 Live-streamed worship viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Group-CCF/FH 

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  



August 28, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

“VOICES FOR CHILDREN” DRIVE CONCLUDES AUGUST 31 
Sponsored by Mission Committee, FPC-Bryan and Voices for Children are partnering to accept 
GIFT CARDS (Visa, Mastercard, Target, Academy, Amazon, etc.)  for teens in foster care. VFC’s 
mission is to improve the lives of children in foster care through powerful volunteer advocacy 
until each child is placed in a safe and permanent home. Place your gift card in the offering box 
this morning OR mail OR hand deliver M-F, 9:00am-3:00pm to: First Presbyterian Church, 1100 
Carter Creek Pkwy, Bryan TX 77802 by Tuesday, August 31. 

For more information about the drive, visit www.vfcbrazos.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To let us know you’re coming to the First Wednesday 
Supper, when you sign the Fellowship Folder today, 
write “Supper” next to your name and the number 

attending from your household. 
 
 
 

MOTHER-DAUGHTER WEEKEND RETREAT AT MO-RANCH, OCTOBER 7-9 
A weekend retreat where mothers and daughters come together through different recreational activities!  

Come spend a special weekend at Mo with your daughter(s) ages 5-15! Scholarships are available!! 
 

GET AWAY from the busyness of life and all its distractions to spend time together having fun 
outdoors. There will be tons of activities, and plenty of time to laugh, to have fun and to celebrate 
the special bond that mothers and daughters share. Mother-Daughter Weekend participants will 
be housed in the historic Loma Linda Dorm (with newly renovated bathrooms—yay!).  Just think! 
This means . . . 4 meals you don’t have to cook . . . 3 days you don’t have to plan . . . 100% of your 
time devoted to your daughter(s). 
Dorm housing (Loma Linda) 
• $250 for the first mother & daughter 
• $75 for each additional person (limited to three additional persons, due to housing space) 
Those attending from FPC-Bryan will depart from the church at 12:30pm on Friday, October 7. 

To learn more, visit: https://tinyurl.com/mr485cr3. For questions, to receive a registration form   
and/or the weekend itinerary, email Julie Truax,  julie_truax@outlook.com. 

Scholarships available! Registration deadline: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4! 
  

http://www.vfcbrazos.org/
https://tinyurl.com/mr485cr3
mailto:julie_truax@outlook.com


August 28, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available 
on the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with 
our building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are 

located in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your 

commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the 
church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily 

Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you 
can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 
Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your prayer needs. 
While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 

Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 
Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4.  
This newsletter will be distributed Wednesday, September 7, and cover news from September 15-28. 

Submit your church news to: office@fpcbryan.org. 
 

 

Save the Date!!! 
Saturday, OCTOBER 8 

9:45am to Noon 
 

Help FPC-Bryan assemble approx. 15,000 meals 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

“Working Together We Can End Hunger” 
No Experience Needed: Standing, Sitting, Walking Jobs 

www.riseagainsthunger.org  
 

RSVP to: 
Marilyn Wright, m4maynard@yahoo.com or 
Sam Humphries, w3humphries@gmail.com  

 

mailto:tfoote@fpcbryan.org
mailto:ebeghin@fpcbryan.org
http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexasC
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
http://www.riseagainsthunger.org/
mailto:m4maynard@yahoo.com
mailto:w3humphries@gmail.com


There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 



Father Forgive 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin August 28, 2022 
Psalm 25:1-7; Daniel 9:15-19 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

 

This prayer from Daniel comes 70 years after the 
Israelites had been taken captive by Babylon. It 
follows the prophecy of Jeremiah in chapter 29, 
that the Lord God will be present in the midst of 
the exiles, making Israel, even in captivity, to 
prosper and keeping in store plans for a future and 
hope. That was the promise of God to His people 
should they remain faithful, yet the people had lost 
faith and fallen away from prayer and hope in God. 
They felt God had left them and they were lost. 
They began turning to other sources of power and 
promise. So, here Daniel observes a broken people, 
crushed under the weight of oppression and 
despair, fallen away from their deliverer and no 
longer invested in the promises of a God who was 
no longer experienced. The temple in Jerusalem 
was now a desolated sanctuary and would be 
dedicated to Zeus Olympius. Remember, in the Old 
Testament it was believed that the more powerful 
god would prove victorious in wars with other 
countries. In this case, many Israelites presumed 
God dead, killed by the gods of Babylon. Now the 
Temple would reflect this thought exactly. That 
which was once holy and given over to God in love 
and adoration no longer served to honor and praise 
the one who has sent them into exile. It has been 
70 years since the people felt close to and deeply 
known by God. That is at least 2 generations of 
people come and gone in that era. All this time 
they’ve been in exile without their culture and 
identity and without agency or freedom. This new 
younger generation would not have the same 
sense of loyalty and tradition and faith as those 
who faced the initial devastation of displacement. 
Daniel now stands before the city and gives a 
public prayer. His act of prayer alone is bold, seen, 
heard… His words follow the traditional ancient 
Hebrew form and he petitions God not for an 
answer to their brokenness, but for God’s mercy 
and love despite their broken state. He delivers a 
prayer of confession.This is something we do every 
Sunday here together, carrying on this ancient 
tradition. Many people worshipping in a 
Presbyterian Church, when asked what their least 
favorite part of worship is, will say that it is the 
prayer of confession. I remember as a child I would 
sometimes fall silent during parts of it because my 

reaction was, “Hey! I didn’t do that!” So, why 
confess to a crime I did not commit? That’s just 
unnecessary shame! But we sometimes forget that 
the confession is not only for ourselves, but for our 
collective tendencies as humans on this trek 
through life together. In our individualistic society 
it is difficult for us to grasp and inhabit the truth 
that we are only as well as our least well brother or 
sister. So here we lift one another up that we may 
become better together. As a church body we 
enter this space with the humble recognition that 
we need God because we are broken. God’s grace 
and mercy are the glue for our souls. Throughout 
history the Church has repeatedly made the 
mistake of adopting pride in righteousness when 
truly we are more broken than our eyes can see. 
Often, when we wake in the morning we put on a 
resilient façade which we allow others to see, but 
underneath we conceal the scars of that which has 
bloodied us in the past. We slap on a smile because 
we believe it makes us stronger when really the 
soul groans and sighs under the weight we refuse 
to deal with… the guilt, regret, exhaustion, 
frustration, and sadness we hold within… we were 
never made to carry it alone. That was not the 
design God intended, but it is a part of us that God 
embraces and feels with us. With God we can be 
led to heal, with God we are called to remember, 
and with God and each other, we grow. Church is a 
people, a family, with which our scars may be 
celebrated and shared in vulnerability. Here we 
may bear our naked souls before God who already 
knows us as we are, warts and all. Here we commit 
ourselves in faith and love, knowing and loving 
each other as neighbors, brothers, and sisters in 
Christ-- Christ who came that we may live with 
such sublime grace as a present reality in a harsh 
existence. Praying the confession together holds us 
accountable in Christ to being strength for each 
one experiencing weakness and being love for each 
one experiencing hopelessness.Psalm 25, which 
George read for us a moment ago, begs of God, 
“remember not the sins of my youth…” But what 
does youth mean? We are not speaking of physical 
age, but of growth. The body is only a shell to the 
life that inhabits it, to the soul which tends to it. 
No, youth is likened to a stage of development, an 



early and short time; a beginning. In the beginning 
we all stumble and fail. No one gets through life 
without failure. That is how we learn to get up and 
walk again. It is how we learn to be better, 
stronger, and it is how we learn to run, to serve 
faithfully with energy, imagination, intelligence, 
and love. Through time we have witnessed the 
maturation of civilization from barbarism to 
subdued attitudes and even to sophistication, from 
rock to sword to pen… Yet history leaves echoes 
which people of power are doomed to repeat from 
behind the closed mahogany doors of grand 
hallways and within the cold, tall marble chambers, 
as well as open and old country lanes and slick and 
busy city streets. Yet we observe that humanity 
marches on in time, with a fiery passion and short-
lived memories, but, and we do sincerely hope, 
with innately virtuous hearts… at least we are 
inclined to hope this, that our hearts are virtuous 
as God’s children made in the image of His 
goodness. Always though, for us, growth is two 
steps forward and one step back. 82 years ago, on 
November 14th of 1940 the town if Coventry in 
England was going to bed. The moon was bright 
that evening and the air was still, that is, until the 
sirens began to sound. German aircraft ripped 
overhead deploying bombs to such a degree that 
the war had not yet seen such destruction. 
Coventry was a center of production and Hitler had 
ordered the attack as a strategic measure. British 
intelligence services and high-ranking officials knew 
the attack would be coming, but in order not to tip 
off the Germans that German communications had 
been compromised, they did not evacuate the city. 
Over 600 men, women, and children died and over 
1,000 were critically injured… a preventable loss 
that would weigh on the British for decades to 
come. Among the destruction was the one and only 
medieval cathedral destroyed in all of England, St. 
Michael’s, also known as Coventry Cathedral. The 
sanctuary which harbored so many seeking shelter 
was blown to bits… desolated. Tombs, pews, 
windows, altars, and many of God’s children, gone 
forever, wreckage littering the streets. Statues that 
had fallen from the roof lay mixed in amongst the 
dead, eyes staring open and empty. All that 
remained was the outer wall of the structure, 
standing now windowless and as a haunting 
silhouette… a memory of humanity in one of its 

darkest hours. It became a scar, an open wound to 
a community which once was whole.With time, the 
wreckage was cleared and the cathedral was built 
again, but smaller than before and well within the 
skeletal remains of what was once a stunning 
marvel. Within the courtyard of the cathedral’s 
original walls there was built an altar and above it, 
the bishop had inscribed, “Father forgive…” These 
words echo those spoken by Jesus as he hung on 
the cross. “Father forgive them for they know not 
what they do.” But here, only simply, Father 
Forgive… Not Father forgive them, for in this is the 
recognition that it is humanity that is broken and 
hurt and angry, humanity as a whole. The city of 
Coventry adopted a sister city, Dresden, Germany 
which was hit equally hard during the war by the 
allied forces in the final months of fighting. This 
gesture is to say, let us put aside blame and fault 
and cry together so as we each bury our dead and 
clean the rubble of our sin, we may move forward, 
not forgetting, but healing. Coventry Cathedral is 
now the reconciliation center of the world. It 
stands as a reminder of hurt and the growth that 
can come through forgiveness. We grow, each 
generation having been planted in the soil of that 
which came before it. We inherit the world which 
has been fractured and abused by those who 
sought paths of destruction and strife, but we also 
are blessed with the opportunity to flourish 
through the cracks of the rubble. With God’s help, 
God’s love, and God’s freely given grace and 
forgiveness, we are given clean and blank pages 
with which our lives can write a new story, making 
a better world for our children where they too may 
break the cycle and choose hope. God remember 
not, remember not the sins of my youth, 
remember not, meaning God see more clearly our 
potential. Choose to tend to the fertile soil of our 
hearts and grow something new with the nutrients 
of what had withered and died in the past. May we 
carry with us the lessons of old that we may forge 
new paths and make new mistakes, knowing your 
mercy is with us and your spirit guides us, not 
because we are righteous, but because you are, Oh 
God. Give hope through love, not because we 
deserve it, but because that is who you are, Good 
Father. Father love, Father guide, Father forgive. 
Forgive us all. Amen.
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