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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 

AFTER PENTECOST 

 
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 
September 18, 2022 First Presbyterian Church 
10:45 a.m.  Bryan, Texas  

 

 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND 
  INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
 
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Pièce d’Orgue (BWV 572) J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
    
 OPENING SENTENCES adapted from Hebrews 13:1-2 

Welcome to worship this morning! 
The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews has given this wisdom: 
“Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for, by doing that, some have failed to receive angels 
with hospitality because they were unaware . . . ” 

 
* HYMN NO. 2 Come, Thou Almighty King ITALIAN HYMN 

Come, thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing; 
help us to praise: 

Father, all glorious, o’er all victorious, 
come, and reign over us, Ancient of Days. 

 
Come, thou incarnate Word, merciful, mighty Lord, 

our prayer attend. 
Come, and thy people bless, and give thy word success; 

Spirit of holiness, on us descend. 
 

Come, holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear 
in this glad hour. 

Thou who almighty art, now rule in every heart, 
and ne’er from us depart, Spirit of power. 

 
To thee, great One in Three, eternal praises be, 

hence evermore! 
thy sovereign majesty may we in glory see, 

and to eternity love and adore.  
  ______________ 

* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGISTS 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

Rev. Dr. George E. Klett 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Harriet Elliott; Gilbert Gonzalez;  
Beth Pennebaker; Debe Shafer 

 

MUSICIANS 
Nico Tjoelker, guest organist 

Lisa Walston, pianist & organist 
David Kipp, 

Director of Music Ministries 
Chancel Choir 

 

AUDIO VISUAL 
Yesdel Benitez Posada 

Adam Hartman; Bobby Randolph; 
Bill Watson 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
With thanksgiving to God for 

and in celebration of 
Jane & Harold Wert 

on their 57th wedding anniversary 
 

COVER ART 

“The Covenant with Jacob” 
One of 11 faceted windows 

by Gordon W. Smith in our sanctuary  
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns from Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

15
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, SEPTEMBER 18, 2022  
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC 
10:45am Worship-S*   
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
12:00pm NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
  5:00pm Concerts on Carter Creek: Nico Tjoelker, organ-S 
  5:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Fellowship-CCF/FH 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2022 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 
  9:30am Circle V-P  
  5:30pm Children's Center Ministry Committee-L  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2022 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
12:30pm Prayer Partners/CareTeam-304   
  6:00pm Circle II-P 
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Cilantro, Bryan 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2022 

  6:00pm Stewardship & Finance Committee-L 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2022 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2022 

“A HANDBELL CLINIC” REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
  2:00pm Memorial Service for Carol Pate (Visitation at 1:00pm)-S 
  5:30pm Youth (GR 6-12) Activities with 
 St. Andrew’s PC (Hou) Youth Group-CCF/FH  
 

16
TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, SEPTEMBER 25, 2022  
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC 
10:45am Worship-S*   
 Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 

with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” 
 or small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
  5:00pm Stated Session Meeting-Pt  

* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you 
 are worshiping with us today.  



 PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray our praise and humbly confess our sin, wanderings, and failings to God. Let us pray together . . . 
O Creator and Redeemer of all: Glory and honor be to you for gifts great and small, for mercies singular 
and plural! When you have encountered us, frequently we consider the encounter a personal blessing 
somehow to our credit, rather than the encounter being your undeserved claim upon us for serving you 
near and far. Forgive us in every way we have failed you, failed others, and failed ourselves. Journey with 
us from the source of your love, for the sharing of life from your love, so that we serve you faithfully 
every day in the way and spirit of Jesus Christ . . . (We pray in silence.) 

 

 ANTHEM At the Name of Jesus Cindy Berry 
Jesus, though He was God did not cling to His rights as God, but laid aside His holy power, His holy power and 
glory. Taking the form of a servant and becoming like man. He humbled Himself and became obedient unto 

death even death on the cross. At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow in heaven and on earth. That every 
knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. At the name of Jesus! 

 

God’s forgiveness, healing, and wholeness are revealed in Jesus, friend of sinners.  
Among all of God’s people, be joyful and grateful! 

  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
  

 CALL FOR OFFERING AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 28:10-22; Ruth 1:15-18; I Corinthians 13:8a 
 

 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION  God's Long Promise Still Dawning Each Dawn 
 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH John Calvin’s Institutes (Bk. III, Chpt. VII; 1559 ed.) 
We are not our own: Let not our reason nor our will, therefore, sway our plans and deeds. We are not 
our own: Let us, therefore, not set it as our goal to seek what is expedient for us . . . Conversely, we are 
God’s: Let us, therefore, strive for God’s wisdom and will to rule all our actions, willing nothing through 
ourselves but to follow the leading of the Lord alone.  

 

* HYMN NO. 686 God of Our Life  SANDON 
God of our life, through all the circling years, we trust in thee. 

In all the past, through all our hopes and fears, thy hand we see. 
With each new day, when morning lifts the veil, 

we own thy mercies, Lord, which never fail. 
 

God of the past, our times are in thy hand. With us abide. 
Lead us by faith to hope’s true promised land. Be thou our guide. 

With thee to bless, the darkness shines as light, 
and faith’s fair vision changes into sight. 

 

God of the coming years, through paths unknown we follow thee. 
When we are strong, Lord, leave us not alone. Our refuge be. 

Be thou for us in life our daily bread, 
our heart’s true home when all our years have sped. 

 

 PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray . . . We thank you, Eternal one, for your passion which cares about redeeming, and healing, 
and making every human life new in grace.  We thank you for your searching for us when we are following 
maps and plans of our own choosing, rather than seeking to live by your vision, your promise, your wisdom, 
and your faithfulness.  Where a witness of your care for people is demonstrated, may those who are 
haunted by guilt experience pardon; may those who are saddened from loss sense encouragement; may 
those who are worried about the future trust your help in time of trouble; may those who are affected by 
violence grow from your capacity to heal, which is always greater than human trauma and brokenness.  
When words escape us, Blessed Savior, you understand our every need. Hear the prayers we place before 
you in this time of silence.   (We pray in silence.) 
And hear us, again this morning, joining our voices and spirits, praying as Jesus taught disciples long ago: 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

* HYMN NO. 837 What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine SHOWALTER 
What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms; 

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

REFRAIN      Leaning (leaning on Jesus), leaning (leaning on Jesus), safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning (leaning on Jesus), leaning (leaning on Jesus), leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

O how sweet to walk in the pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms; 
O how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms.        REFRAIN 

 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms.        REFRAIN 

 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

* POSTLUDE Come, Christians, Join to Sing arr. Mark Hayes 
    (See Hymn No. 267 for lyrics.) 

+ + + + + 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

----------------------------- 
At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 

 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available in 
“Doodle Bags” in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with 

our building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are 
located in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 

 Page 2 Page 3 

 
It is our pleasure to welcome Nico Tjoelker as our guest organist today. Nico is a “son of this church” 

and an organ student at Yale. This afternoon at 5:00pm, all are invited to our sanctuary when 
Concerts on Carter Creek presents Nico in concert. (See insert for details!) 

The prayerful support and sympathy of the congregation are extended to Andy Pate and family 
following the death of Carol on September 11. Carol’s memorial service will be held in our sanctuary 
on Saturday, September 24, at 2:00pm, preceded by Visitation at 1:00pm. Expressions of love may 

be mailed to Andy at: 1312 Essex Green, College Station Texas 77845 
“I am the life and the resurrection,” saith the Lord. —John 11:25 
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us from the source of your love, for the sharing of life from your love, so that we serve you faithfully 
every day in the way and spirit of Jesus Christ . . . (We pray in silence.) 
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Jesus, though He was God did not cling to His rights as God, but laid aside His holy power, His holy power and 
glory. Taking the form of a servant and becoming like man. He humbled Himself and became obedient unto 

death even death on the cross. At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow in heaven and on earth. That every 
knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. At the name of Jesus! 

 

God’s forgiveness, healing, and wholeness are revealed in Jesus, friend of sinners.  
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The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews has given this wisdom: 
“Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for, by doing that, some have failed to receive angels 
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* HYMN NO. 2 Come, Thou Almighty King ITALIAN HYMN 

Come, thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing; 
help us to praise: 

Father, all glorious, o’er all victorious, 
come, and reign over us, Ancient of Days. 

 
Come, thou incarnate Word, merciful, mighty Lord, 

our prayer attend. 
Come, and thy people bless, and give thy word success; 

Spirit of holiness, on us descend. 
 

Come, holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear 
in this glad hour. 

Thou who almighty art, now rule in every heart, 
and ne’er from us depart, Spirit of power. 

 
To thee, great One in Three, eternal praises be, 

hence evermore! 
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* Loving childcare provided.

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you 
 are worshiping with us today.  



September 18, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment 

as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin 

(ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be 
received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 
 
 

Concerts on Carter Creek 40th Season warmly welcomes as 
its first performer―NICO TJOELKER on the organ. All are 
invited to our sanctuary on SUN, SEP 18, at 5:00pm to hear 
Nico in concert. Nico grew up in this congregation and first 
began organ lessons in 2007 at First Presbyterian with Jane 
Van Valkenburg (Music Director and Church Organist, 
2005-2014). After moving to Australia with his family in 
2011, Nico went on to complete a Bachelor of Music in 
organ at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music (Australia) 
and has participated as an Organ Scholar at numerous 
places. He returned to the U.S. in 2021 to pursue a Master 
of Music in organ at Yale University. At Yale, Nico serves as 
Co-director of Music at Berkeley Divinity School. He is also 
the senior organ scholar at Trinity Episcopal Church on the 
Green in New Haven, CT. This concert is free and open to 
the public. A reception follows the concert in the Church 
Parlor/Patio area. 

This concert is also viewable from the comfort of your 
own space. Go to www.fpcbryan.org, 

scroll down for concert link or go to YouTube: 
www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas/live 

The South Central Region of the Presbyterian Association 
of Musicians and First Presbyterian Church present . . . 

 
 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 9:00am to 2:00pm 
Fellowship Hall, First Presbyterian Church 

The choir workshop will be led by 
Tammy Waldrop — a graduate of 
Baylor University with both a 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in 
Music Theory with an emphasis in 
Composition. Tammy has been writing 
and arranging for handbells and vocal 

choirs since 1980, placing over 375 publications with 19 
publishers. She has held music editor positions at Word 
music, Ring Out! Press, and Alfred Music Publishing, and 
has served as a church musician in numerous churches in 
various denominations. She is a frequent clinician/director 
for workshops, music weeks and festivals across the 
country. Currently she coordinates fine arts and handbell 
participation in worship at First Presbyterian Church of 
Kingwood.  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Saturday, September 24 
The Registration Fee is $35/person. 

(includes music packet and box lunch from Jason’s Deli) 

Registration forms are available at the church on the 
bulletin board outside the Director of Music Ministries 

office and on our website at: 
https://www.fpcbryan.org/music 

Submit your registration form to Christine Larsen, 
clarsen77@gmail.com or PO Box 6507, Bryan 77805 

 

----------------------------- 
BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 

Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 
 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your prayer needs. 
While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 

Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 
Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON TODAY. This newsletter 
will be distributed Thursday, September 21, and covers news from September 29 thru October 12. 

Submit your church news to: office@fpcbryan.org. 
 

A HANDBELL CLINIC 



September 18, 2022 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8, 9:45am to Noon 
Help FPC-Bryan assemble approx. 15,000 meals 

No Experience Needed. Standing, Sitting, Walking Jobs 
www.riseagainsthunger.org  

 

RSVP to: Marilyn Wright, m4maynard@yahoo.com or Sam Humphries, w3humphries@gmail.com  

PRIME TIME LUNCHEON & FELLOWSHIP RESUMES IN OCTOBER 
Prime Time is for church members and friends who have time on their hands, are retired, or just want to get together. 

The Congrega onal Care Commi ee is resuming monthly Prime Time Luncheons on a NEW DAY―the 
2nd TUESDAY of the month (11:30am). On Tuesday, October 11, the group will order from Jason’s Deli. 
The church will pay for the meals in advance and arrange delivery. A donation basket will be available at 
the gathering. To place your order and/or to be added to the monthly mailing list, please contact: Nicole 
McKinley, 59mckinley@gmail.com or 224.475.3299, by Sunday, September 25.  

 



God’s Long Promise Still Dawning Each Dawn 
Genesis 28:10-22; Ruth 1:15-18; First Corinthians 13:8a September 18, 2022 
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas  
Last Tuesday evening as chancel choir 

rehearsal was beginning, Lisa was playing through 
our three hymns today as David was gathering 
copies of an additional anthem we would rehearse. 
As she hit the final note of the second hymn, she 
paused and asked, “Is that familiar?? To a person, 
except for the pastor who had requested the hymn, 
everyone said, “Never heard it before.” “New to 
me,” etc. I chirped up and said, “It’s new to many 
today because, in the last century, it was sung 
mostly by Presbyterians. The author was a 
Presbyterian minister, who wrote the words 125 
years ago.” Amid the honest reactions of, “Well, 
it’s still unfamiliar to me!” etc., I said, “I 
understand, but I’ve suggested it for this Sunday 
because of the great prayer-line: ‘When we are 
strong, Lord, leave us not alone.’ And besides, it is 
easy to sing!” “Yeah, yeah, yeah,” they said. But I 
was serious. The more natural prayer-line would 
be, “When we are weak, Lord …/ when we have 
fear, Lord,” etc. “leave us not alone.” Yet, in 1917, 
Hugh Thomson Kerr wrote, “When we are strong, 
Lord, leave us not alone.” 

In chapter 28 of Genesis, Jacob goes to sleep 
out on the trail or roadside, having left home 
quickly and secretly, because he has upset the 
family applecart, and it’s not the first time. He has 
taken advantage of his older brother and blatantly 
deceived their blind father. At his mother’s 
suggestion, until tempers cool at home, he’ll be 
better off at her brother’s ranch 400 miles to the 
north. So off he goes. The short version of the story 
is that, as Jacob sleeps, he experiences a dream of 
angels coming down a ladder positioned where 
he’s resting, and of God promising that the future 
will be bright for him (Jacob) and his family tree. 
Really, how wild is this? In 1979, author and 
Presbyterian minister Frederick Buechner wrote of 
this story: “We would expect, given Jacob’s 
manipulative, trust-betraying, and blatantly self-
serving actions, that God would be giving him 
‘holy hell,’ but instead, God gives him ‘holy 
heaven.’ Plus there’s a lesson here even for a 
habitual, dyed-in-the-wool, double-barreled con-
artist like Jacob. It’s the lesson that ‘there are a few 
things in this world you can’t get, but can only be 
given; and one of these things is love, in general, 

while another is the love of God in particular.” 
Buechner indicates Jacob would have stolen God’s 
love, if he could have; but God’s love cannot be 
stolen, any more than it can be earned. So Jacob 
awakens amazed the angels in the dream have 
delivered to him the promise and truth of that 
cosmically given, unstealable, unearnable love 
from God [Peculiar Treasures, pgs.57-58]. 

The bulletin cover image today features the 
fourth of the eleven faceted-glass windows in the 
sanctuary. These were designed and produced in 
1965-66 by Gordon W. Smith of Fort Worth. The 
potential ‘down-side” of art is the tendency of 
viewers to say (in this instance), “Oh, there’s ‘the 
Jacob window.’ Nice work.” Isn’t religious art, 
though, intended to evoke more from all who view 
it? Here’s what I’ve found helpful: There’s a 
natural tendency to “inflate” the meaning of the art, 
which actually distances it from us as viewers and 
“appreciators.” We say, for example, “Jacob was a 
Biblical major character; but I’m not a Biblical 
major (or minor) character.” What if here we 
“deflate” the meaning, so that Jacob alone is not 
exclusively the focus? What if, instead, we can 
envision ourselves in Jacob’s place, as he was – 
stomach acid churning, anxious about next month 
and next year, sleeping with that rock as our pillow, 
having that dream, hearing God’s message-voice 
of promise? If we deflate somewhat an inflated 
religious value-perspective, we may discover that 
what we thought did not include us and did not 
influence us, is actually art as a representation of a 
sacred story ordinary, common-place, and real-life 
enough that we fit into it. If so, the sacred story it 
represents includes us, helps us to be authentically 
human, and has the power to change us to declare 
confidently (in Mr. Buechner’s words), “Yes, there 
are a few things in this world I can’t get, but can 
only be given; and one of these things is love, in 
general, while another is the love of God in 
particular.” Remember: Jacob always wants to be 
on the receiving-end of “the gain,” on the result-
end of “the win,” while everyone else is on “the 
short-changed” and “the chump” end of the 
situation. Even Jacob’s wanting the advantage over 
others is common. I understand that; don’t you? 
But God still freely and unexpectedly promises to 



accompany and to care enough to provide good-
ness. That’s the promise; and it’s always 
extraordinary! 

It is additionally accurate that God’s 
accompaniment and promise do not always have a 
long and glorious outcome. Admiral (Retired) 
James Stavridis researches and reports on the life 
and short career of Naval enlistee, Cook Third 
Class Doris Miller, known as Dorie Miller. 
Navyman Miller, from McClennan County, Texas, 
in order to leave behind the racism he experienced 
in central Texas, enlisted in 1939, although racism 
also existed in the U.S. Navy. As dining-and-
kitchen personnel, he was untrained for many 
assignments. Aboard the USS West Virginia in 
Pearl Harbor, on December 7, 1941, Navyman 
Miller is known for rushing to the main deck of that 
aircraft carrier as the general alarm sounded on 
December 7, 1941, because the fleet at Pearl 
Harbor was under attack. On the main deck, under 
enemy fire, he aided a few others in the evacuation 
of the gravely injured ship’s Captain from the 
burning ship’s main bridge. In the second wave of 
the attack, Mr. Miller stepped up to an unoccupied 
anti-aircraft gun and returned fire until his 
ammunition was depleted, then resuming fire-
fighting and evacuation efforts, before the carrier 
lilted and sank. For his heroism in combat, Dorie 
Miller was the first African-Miller awarded the 
Navy Cross. On his next assignment he was one of 
644 US Navy personnel killed when the USS 
Liscome Bay’s ammunition hold took direct 
impact from a Japanese submarine’s torpedo. After 
researching Navyman Miller’s service record, 
Admiral Stravridis concludes: “The opposite of 
fear in combat is not courage; rather it is love – 
love for your fellow man and woman…Dorie 
Miller made a hard choice – as have others. He 
made that on behalf of others – even us, years later. 
We can offer no less in our choices related to 
individuals and society as a whole” [To Risk It All 
– Nine Conflicts and the Crucible of Decision; 
2022; pgs.140-145] 

Plus or minus 500 years after Jacob’s leaving 
home, a widowed Ruth tells her also widowed 
mother-in-law Naomi that she (Ruth) will 
accompany Naomi, who is returning to her home-
town of Bethlehem. Naomi resists, arguing that 
Ruth will be better off in her own country with her 
own native people than across the river in Naomi’s 

native country. Ruth argues back that she is 
determined, saying, “Do not press me to leave you 
or to go home instead of following you! Where you 
go – Naomi – I will go. Where you lodge, I will 
lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your 
God will be my God.” In the voice of the character 
Ruth, the foreigner, the younger of the two women, 
can’t you hear the voice of God: ‘Do not attempt to 
outrun or discourage me. That will not work. I 
promise to accompany you with goodness all of 
your days. Period.” Doesn’t what Ruth tells Naomi 
sound like what God tells Jacob? Ruth is a 
foreigner, while Naomi is a citizen of Judah. In 
other words, God essentially uses the foreigner’s 
voice to address discouraged and downcast Naomi 
for God’s own going-forward announcement of 
accompaniment and of promise. 

And how does this chapter of scoundrel Jacob’s 
journey cross the threshold into the next chapter of 
his journey? He builds a rock-structure called an 
ebenezer as a remembrance of the assistance God 
has made known to him. God’s love never ends. A 
year or two ago, Bill McKinley built an ebenezer 
in the Weddington Courtyard. It means, “God has 
been here when I passed by, and God sends me on 
with a promise of blessing.” Think also about this: 
The structure of the church-building actually is 
never “the church,” because the church – as the 
Body of Jesus Christ – is the people. The structure 
of the church-building is, however, an operational 
site for mission and service, where we gather and 
from where we go forth; plus the structure of the 
building is a type of ebenezer. It is a reminder on 
this location that God has met folks here and 
communicated a promise of accompanying and 
blessing. It’s been that sort of ebenezer for others. 
It’s been that for you – having been met in your 
waking and your dreaming, whether your dreaming 
has been pleasant or nightmarish. “When we are 
strong, Lord, leave us not alone.” And when we are 
weak. And when we are in between strong and 
weak. When we sleep, and when we are awake. 
When we deceive others, when others deceive us, 
and when we deceive ourselves. “Lord, leave us 
not alone.” God’s love never ends. God’s long 
promise, atherefore, is still dawning each dawn. – 
All honor and praise be to God. 
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rehearsal was beginning, Lisa was playing through 
our three hymns today as David was gathering 
copies of an additional anthem we would rehearse. 
As she hit the final note of the second hymn, she 
paused and asked, “Is that familiar?? To a person, 
except for the pastor who had requested the hymn, 
everyone said, “Never heard it before.” “New to 
me,” etc.  I chirped up and said, “It’s new to many 
today because, in the last century, it was sung 
mostly by Presbyterians. The author was a 
Presbyterian minister, who wrote the words 125 
years ago.” Amid the honest reactions of, “Well, 
it’s still unfamiliar to me!” etc., I said, “I 
understand, but I’ve suggested it for this Sunday 
because of the great prayer-line: ‘When we are 
strong, Lord, leave us not alone.’ And besides, it is 
easy to sing!” “Yeah, yeah, yeah,” they said. But I 
was serious. The more natural prayer-line would 
be, “When we are weak, Lord …/ when we have 
fear, Lord,” etc. “leave us not alone.” Yet, in 1917, 
Hugh Thomson Kerr wrote, “When we are strong, 
Lord, leave us not alone.” 

 In chapter 28 of Genesis, Jacob goes to 
sleep out on the trail or roadside, having left home 
quickly and secretly, because he has upset the 
family applecart, and it’s not the first time. He has 
taken advantage of his older brother and blatantly 
deceived their blind father. At his mother’s 
suggestion, until tempers cool at home, he’ll be 
better off at her brother’s ranch 400 miles to the 
north. So off he goes. The short version of the story 
is that, as Jacob sleeps, he experiences a dream of 
angels coming down a ladder positioned where 
he’s resting, and of God promising that the future 
will be bright for him (Jacob) and his family tree. 
Really, how wild is this? In 1979, author and 
Presbyterian minister Frederick Buechner wrote of 
this story: “We would expect, given Jacob’s 
manipulative, trust-betraying, and blatantly self-
serving actions, that God would be giving him 
‘holy hell,’ but instead, God gives him ‘holy 
heaven.’ Plus there’s a lesson here even for a 
habitual, dyed-in-the-wool, double-barreled con-
artist like Jacob. It’s the lesson that ‘there are a few 
things in this world you can’t get, but can only be 
given; and one of these things is love, in general, 

while another is the love of God in particular.” 
Buechner indicates Jacob would have stolen God’s 
love, if he could have; but God’s love cannot be 
stolen, any more than it can be earned. So Jacob 
awakens amazed the angels in the dream have 
delivered to him the promise and truth of that 
cosmically given, unstealable, unearnable love 
from God [Peculiar Treasures, pgs.57-58]. 

 The bulletin cover image today features the 
fourth of the eleven faceted-glass windows in the 
sanctuary. These were designed and produced in 
1965-66 by Gordon W. Smith of Fort Worth. The 
potential ‘down-side” of art is the tendency of 
viewers to say (in this instance), “Oh, there’s ‘the 
Jacob window.’ Nice work.” Isn’t religious art, 
though, intended to evoke more from all who view 
it? Here’s what I’ve found helpful: There’s a 
natural tendency to “inflate” the meaning of the art, 
which actually distances it from us as viewers and 
“appreciators.” We say, for example, “Jacob was a 
Biblical major character; but I’m not a Biblical 
major (or minor) character.” What if here we 
“deflate” the meaning, so that Jacob alone is not 
exclusively the focus? What if, instead, we can 
envision ourselves in Jacob’s place, as he was – 
stomach acid churning, anxious about next month 
and next year, sleeping with that rock as our pillow, 
having that dream, hearing God’s message-voice 
of promise? If we deflate somewhat an inflated 
religious value-perspective, we may discover that 
what we thought did not include us and did not 
influence us, is actually art as a representation of a 
sacred story ordinary, common-place, and real-life 
enough that we fit into it. If so, the sacred story it 
represents includes us, helps us to be authentically 
human, and has the power to change us to declare 
confidently (in Mr. Buechner’s words), “Yes, there 
are a few things in this world I can’t get, but can 
only be given; and one of these things is love, in 
general, while another is the love of God in 
particular.” Remember: Jacob always wants to be 
on the receiving-end of “the gain,” on the result-
end of “the win,” while everyone else is on “the 
short-changed” and “the chump” end of the 
situation. Even Jacob’s wanting the advantage over 
others is common. I understand that; don’t you?  
But God still freely and unexpectedly promises to 



accompany and to care enough to provide 
goodness. That’s the promise; and it’s always 
extraordinary! 

 It is additionally accurate that God’s 
accompaniment and promise do not always have a 
long and glorious outcome. Admiral (Retired) 
James Stavridis researches and reports on the life 
and short career of Naval enlistee, Cook Third 
Class Doris Miller, known as Dorie Miller. 
Navyman Miller, from McClennan County, Texas, 
in order to leave behind the racism he experienced 
in central Texas, enlisted in 1939, although racism 
also existed in the U.S. Navy. As dining-and-
kitchen personnel, he was untrained for many 
assignments. Aboard the USS West Virginia in 
Pearl Harbor, on December 7, 1941, Navyman 
Miller is known for rushing to the main deck of that 
aircraft carrier as the general alarm sounded on 
December 7, 1941, because the fleet at Pearl 
Harbor was under attack. On the main deck, under 
enemy fire, he aided a few others in the evacuation 
of the gravely injured ship’s Captain from the 
burning ship’s main bridge. In the second wave of 
the attack, Mr. Miller stepped up to an unoccupied 
anti-aircraft gun and returned fire until his 
ammunition was depleted, then resuming fire-
fighting and evacuation efforts, before the carrier 
lilted and sank. For his heroism in combat, Dorie 
Miller was the first African-Miller awarded the 
Navy Cross. On his next assignment he was one of 
644 US Navy personnel killed when the USS 
Liscome Bay’s ammunition hold took direct 
impact from a Japanese submarine’s torpedo. After 
researching Navyman Miller’s service record, 
Admiral Stravridis concludes: “The opposite of 
fear in combat is not courage; rather it is love – 
love for your fellow man and woman…Dorie 
Miller made a hard choice – as have others. He 
made that on behalf of others – even us, years later. 
We can offer no less in our choices related to 
individuals and society as a whole”  [To Risk It All 
– Nine Conflicts and the Crucible of Decision; 
2022; pgs.140-145] 

 Plus or minus 500 years after Jacob’s 
leaving home, a widowed Ruth tells her also 
widowed mother-in-law Naomi that she (Ruth) 
will accompany Naomi, who is returning to her 
hometown of Bethlehem. Naomi resists, arguing 
that Ruth will be better off in her own country with 
her own native people than across the river in 

Naomi’s native country. Ruth argues back that she 
is determined, saying, “Do not press me to leave 
you or to go home instead of following you! Where 
you go – Naomi – I will go. Where you lodge, I 
will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and 
your God will be my God.” In the voice of the 
character Ruth, the foreigner, the younger of the 
two women, can’t you hear the voice of God: ‘Do 
not attempt to outrun or discourage me. That will 
not work. I promise to accompany you with 
goodness all of your days. Period.” Doesn’t what 
Ruth tells Naomi sound like what God tells Jacob? 
Ruth is a foreigner, while Naomi is a citizen of 
Judah. In other words, God essentially uses the 
foreigner’s voice to address discouraged and 
downcast Naomi for God’s own going-forward 
announcement of accompaniment and of promise. 

 And how does this chapter of scoundrel 
Jacob’s journey cross the threshold into the next 
chapter of his journey? He builds a rock-structure 
called an ebenezer as a remembrance of the 
assistance God has made known to him. God’s love 
never ends. A year or two ago, Bill McKinley built 
an ebenezer in the Weddington Courtyard. It 
means, “God has been here when I passed by, and 
God sends me on with a promise of blessing.” 
Think also about this: The structure of the church-
building actually is never “the church,” because the 
church – as the Body of Jesus Christ – is the people. 
The structure of the church-building is, however, 
an operational site for mission and service, where 
we gather and from where we goforth; plus the 
structure of the building is a type of ebenezer. It is 
a reminder on this location that God has met folks 
here and communicated a promise of 
accompanying and blessing. It’s been that sort of 
ebenezer for others. It’s been that for you – having 
been met in your waking and your dreaming, 
whether your dreaming has been pleasant or 
nightmarish. “When we are strong, Lord, leave us 
not alone.” And when we are weak. And when we 
are in between strong and weak. When we sleep, 
and when we are awake.  When we deceive others, 
when others deceive us, and when we deceive 
ourselves. “Lord, leave us not alone.”   God’s love 
never ends. God’s long promise, and therefore, is 
still dawning each dawn. 

– All honor and praise be to God. 


	09182022_15thSundayafterPentecost_web
	09182022_15thSundayafterPentecost_web
	09182022_15thSundayafterPentecost_web_1
	09182022_15thSundayafterPentecost_web_2
	09182022_15thSundayafterPentecost_web_3
	09182022_15thSundayafterPentecost_web_4
	09182022_insert

	09182022_sermon_Genesis28_10-22_Ruth1_15-18_ICor138a

	09182022_sermon_Genesis28_10-22_Ruth1_15-18_ICor138a

