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NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

Due to the holiday, the deadline for the next issue of the 
newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, SUN, JAN 15, 

This newsletter will be distributed by THU, JAN 19, 
and cover news from JAN 26 thru FEB 15. 

Submit content to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

♥ Dave Burdett 
♥ Velma Burnett 
♥ Cass Haverland 
       (grandson of Jan & Dave Haverland) 
♥ Madison Hodges 
       (granddaughter of Peggy & Ken Telg) 
♥ Frank Thurmond 
♥ John Tomalenas 
       (father of Julie Truax) 

Sunday Mornings 
Adult Church School * at 9:20am | Worship * at 10:45am (viewable at www.fpcbryan.org)  * Loving childcare provided. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

MEMBERS & FRIENDS
IN THE 

MILITARY

 Josh Kipp 
 Christian McKinley 
 Ryan Ratcliffe 
 Samai Hernandez 
     (girlfriend of Christian McKinley) 

Visit us on the web 
www.fpcbryan.org 

 

“Like” us on 

1100 Carter Creek Pkwy 
Bryan TX  77802-1129 

Ph. 979.823.8073 
Fax. 979.822.7063 
office@fpcbryan.org 

 

Church Office Hours 
M-F, 8:30am to 4:30pm 

ABOUT SUNDAY WORSHIP 

JAN 15 John 1:35-42 
JAN 22 TBD 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Scan the QR Code 
for all our social media! 

Please notify the church office at 979.823.8073, when you have news to 
share in the newsletter, or if you or someone you know    is in the 

hospital, is scheduled for admission, or was recently hospitalized. When 
admitted, please list First Presbyterian Church, as your church affiliation. 

If you would like to be visited    by one of our hospital visitors, please 
agree to be included on the Pastoral Care List. Your church family wants 

to minister to you whenever you are ill, especially when you are in the 
hospital, and they can only do this if you inform them of your needs. 

01/12 Scott Ball 
01/12 Christy Becker 
01/12 Rusty Truax 
01/13 Bill McKinley 
01/14 Eugenia Williams 
01/15 Esther Carrigan 
01/15 Judith Childs 
01/15 Vicki Gergeni 
01/15 Lauren Nash 
01/16 John Lee 

01/17 Elizabeth Sanchez 
01/19 Walter Buenger 
01/19 Pat Davis 
01/20 Gretchen Schmidt 
01/22 Heidi Linder 
01/22 Robert Linnstaedter 
01/23 Celeste Harris 
01/23 Laura Lawrence 
01/23 Ethan Truax 
01/23 Bill Watson 

ELDERS SERVING AND SESSION COMMITTEES IN 2023 

This tentative committee list of Ruling Elders for the new year – pending discussion and vote at the Session meeting on 
Sat, Jan 14 – is provided for your information. If you have questions or an interest in serving in any of these ministry areas, 
please contact one of the elders on the committee of your interest, Clerk of Session Vickie Buenger, or Pastor Ted Foote. 

Dear First Presbyterian Friends, 
On the evening of January 4th, FPC Worship Committee members disassembled 

and re-packed for storage the Advent and Christmas decorations which were displayed in the 
sanctuary and narthex. That “closing out effort” helps us cross the threshold into the new year.  

Below are listed the Session Elders’ assignments for 2023, with the understanding that these 
could change somewhat before being officially approved at their meeting on Saturday, January 14. I’m guessing that they 
also will vote officially to schedule the congregation’s annual meeting for Sunday, February 12, following worship. 

At their January 14 organizational meeting, Session Elders will spend some time during that 9:00am to noon gathering 
discussing both routine and unique aspects of likely challenges in ministry during 2023. 

One of those challenges already known and being “shouldered” is the “front office personnel change” resulting from 
Karen Berg’s pending retirement. The Administration Committee is currently interviewing applicants with the plan for a 
finalist to train with Karen for three or four weeks before Karen transitions out of her employment here on January 31 (or 
shortly thereafter). 

One theme for 2023, as far as I am concerned, for both Session and congregation is “people-focused, collaborative, 
collegial, and faithful leadership in and for ministry.” If, as the musicians say, we can “consistently “hit those notes,” we 
will grow in faith, hope, and love following Jesus Christ through the next twelve months; and we will arrive at the threshold of 
2024, from God’s guidance, having been good stewards during this particular calendar year. 

With prayers for God’s grace transforming us and all, Ted V. Foote, Jr. (cell: 918.520.7820) 

01.05.2023 

the ch  mes

 COMMITTEE CLASS OF   

 Property   
 Leigh Gathings 2023 
 Wayne Gay 2024 
 Gilbert Gonzalez 2023 

 

Stewardship & Finance 
 Adam Hartman 2023 
 Billy Housman 2023 
 Kris Wuensche 2024 

 

 Worship 
 Kaitlyn Hendler 2023 
 Marcia Miculek 2024 
 Beth Pennebaker 2023 

 COMMITTEE CLASS OF   

 Administration  
 Karon Mathews 2024 
 Tom Reed 2024 
 Ellen Weichert 2024 
 

Children’s Center Ministry 
 Jessica Sahm Petersen 2023 
 Ethan Truax 2023 
 

 Christian Education 
 Kaitlyn Battles 2024 
 Tabitha Curtiss 2024 
 Peggy Telg 2024 
 

 COMMITTEE CLASS OF   

 Community Building 
 & Engagement 
 Lois Basenfelder 2024 
 Sam Humphries 2023 
 

 Congregational Care 
 Becky Alter 2023 
 Janice Haverland 2023 
 

 Mission 
 Nancy Robertson 2023 
 Harold “Hap” Wert 2024 
 

 Clerk of Session 
 Vickie Buenger 2023 



Library News 

The book, Prisoners of Their Premises: 
How Unexamined Assumptions Lead to 
War and Other Policy Debacles has been 
gifted to the Church Library by GEORGE 
EDWARDS. In his book, Edwards argues 
that the failure of leaders to examine their 
premises—the assumptions they make about 

the world and situation they are dealing with—cause them to 
ignore real problems or pursue policies that, in costly ways, 
deal with problems that are different than they think or simply 
don’t exist. Edwards looks at the role of premises in 
identifying (or ignoring) a problem in a series of case studies 
that range from strategic decisions in World War I and the 
Korean War to the wars in Vietnam and Iraq. This book is 
cataloged and ready for check out. 
 
 CARING AND SHARING 

First Presbyterian Friends, 
Thank you so much for your many expressions of love 
and support following the premature birth of our 
grandson Cass. To let you know, at the time of his 
check-up in December, Cass had doubled his weight. 
He is improving every day and getting ready to be able 
to go home to his family in 4-6 weeks. Again, thank you 
for your love, prayers, and support mean the world to 
our family.             Much love, Jan & Dave Haverland 

Thank You, FPC 

Dear First Presbyterian Friends, There just simply are not 
words to express our gratitude for the blessings you have 
provided the ranch. Specifically, thank you for your 
contribution of $10,310, received on Dec 17, 2022, for our 
Transitional Living, Whole Child Initiative Training and for 
Smart Sheet User Seats…. Your donation is not simply a 
donation, but a gift of belief, support, and prayer for our 
mission of “Taking Children from Crisis to New Creation.” 

NOMINATE A “VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR” 

Volunteers are essential to the ministry of FPC-Bryan. They contribute countless
hours to the work and ministry of this congregation in so many ways—serving on 
Session/Foundation, leading/coordinating Church School, ushering, singing in the
choir, ringing bells, answering telephones, leading big projects, and so much more!

Each year, the Volunteer of the Year is usually honored for his/her contributions to the church at the Annual Meeting of the
Congregation following worship on FEB 12 (if the way be clear). Previous recipients have included: MICHAEL WESP, JOHN 
HALSELL, KATHRYN NACHLINGER, KATHRINE MacNEIL CHERYL MORENO, PROPERTY COMMITTEE, CHANCEL & 
HANDBELL CHOIRS, KATHY BURDETT, ALLYN JORDAN, 150TH ANNIVERSARY LEADERSHIP TEAM (under leadership 
of VICKI GERGENI and NANCY SELF), BETH MORRIS, CHERYL PAGE, RICK PAGE, JERRY NORRIS, and NICOLE 
McKINLEY. 
Know of an individual who has served the church well in 2022? Submit your nomination with a brief narrative supporting your 
nomination to Karen Berg, office@fpcbryan.org, or mail to First Presbyterian Church, 1100 Carter Creek Pkwy, Bryan, 77802,
by SUN, JAN 29. Submit your nomination today! 

Thank you for living Christ-like and giving generously to 
those in need. We truly love meeting with you, our donors, 
to show you first-hand what your gift makes possible. Any 
time that we can give you a tour, please let us know. We 
wish you a Merry Christmas and pray blessings over you 
and your family. 

James Inmon, Executive Director / Headmaster 
(www.stillcreekranch.org)

    
 

 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

YOUTH (GR 6-12) 

YOUTH GROUP 
SUN, JAN 8, NEW TIME! 12:00pm to 2:00pm. 
Youth are meeting at a new time! On Sundays immediately 
following worship (around Noon), come to Carter Creek Foyer for 
lunch and to see what the new year is bringing. 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS 2023 

Confirmation is an opportunity to celebrate the 
youth of our church and their decision to make a 
public profession of faith. Beginning SUN, FEB 5, 
confirmation classes will be held during the Church 
School Hour (9:20am-10:20am) in Room 10 most 
Sundays (with a few exceptions). The final 
schedule will be sent the week of Jan 8. Each 
Confirmation Class participant is paired with a men- 

tor who is a member of the church for this process. If you do not 
have a person in mind, we will help you pair up with a church 
member. It is also important to note that your mentor cannot be 
your parent, Pastor Emily, Pastor Ted, or me. A Confirmation 
letter, a sample worksheet, and the first two videos that will be 
used in the lessons were emailed to youth and their parents. 
To sign up, email Ryan at youth@fpcbryan.org by THU, JAN 12! 
 
CONCLAVES, MARCH 17-19 
Conclaves is a fun, faith-filled weekend at Camp 
Cho-Yeh in Livingston that will enable you to 
grow closer to God and connect with other 
young people from all over our presbytery! 
You will engage in Bible Study and small groups, experience 
dynamic worship, participate in a mission project, explore ways to 
connect with God, and of course have a blast playing games and 
making new friends! 
Want to attend? RSVP to Ryan at youth@fpcbryan.org. 
 
WORSHIP WORKSHEET CHALLENGE! 

All youth are invited to participate in 
Worship Worksheet Lottery. Come to 
church, complete a worship work-
sheet (on Ryan's office door) and re- 

turn it to the same place to be entered into the monthly lottery 
for a gift card! This is the easiest way to enter a chance to 
win. Be forewarned! We read your responses. Incomplete 
worksheets or those reflecting little or no effort will not be 
entered in the lottery.  
 

KIDS’ JOKE CORNER 
Q: What’s the easiest New Year’s resolution to keep? (See answer to the right) 

YOU†h
Haps

Youth Ministries (youth@fpcbryan.org) 

MINISTRYon the                              Mission & Community Building & Engagement Committees, (office@fpcbryan.org) 

Elementary Happenings Beth Truax, Children’s Ministry Coordinator (children@fpcbryan.org) 

Greetings Beloved Families! 
Happy New Year to you all!  We will be starting our new season learning and talking about “Growth:” 

“When I’m older!” “When I’m taller!” We will be learning about a kid who grew up — Jesus! Through  
stories from Jesus’ early life and ministry, we will learn some important truths to help us to 
continue growing: God guides us to safety, and We can love God with our actions.   

I pray that you had a wonderful Christmas; it IS all about Jesus Christ.  Let’s try to live this whole year remembering 
the bottomless gift of love we’ve been given through Jesus. Be kind, be humble, love your family, give grace, and give thanks 
and praise every day for our Heavenly Lord. Blessings! 

Faith, peace and joy to you daily, Your Teacher, Mudder Beth  (God’s Will. God’s Plan. God’s Time.) 

A: Be YOU! 

Winter 2023 Church School Class Schedule 
(See insert this issue!) 

WE’RE BACK IN THE LOFT! 

A Pop-up Choir will sing SUN, JAN 15, 
during worship. The choir will be singing 
“Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and 
Burning,” Hymn No. 350 in the Glory to 
God hymnbook. Meet David Kipp in the 
choir loft on the 15th at 10:20am for a 
warm-up. EVERYONE IS INVITED!!!   

Your job is to show up and his job is to teach you! It will be 
fun! Join us! Bring a friend! 
Want to make it something you do weekly? Join us for choir 
rehearsals on Tuesdays, at 6:00pm, in the sanctuary. 
 

David Kipp, Director of Music Ministries (music@fpcbryan.org)  
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