
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 
  

 THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

January 8, 2023 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 
 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
  
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Shall We Gather at the River Robert Lowry 
         (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 375.) arr. Pepper Choplin 
   
 OPENING SENTENCES from Psalm 23:1-3 

 Welcome to worship this morning!  
 Let us remember the beginning words of Psalm 23: 
 “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; 
  he leadeth me beside the still waters; 
 he restoreth my soul; 
 he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” 

 
* HYMN NO. 482 Baptized in Water BUNESSAN 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
cleansed by the blood of Christ our King; 
heirs of salvation, trusting the promise, 

faithfully now God’s praises we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
dead in the tomb with Christ our King; 
one with his rising, freed and forgiven, 
thankfully now God’s praises we sing. 

 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
marked with the sign of Christ our King; 
born of the Spirit, we are God’s children; 

joyfully now God’s praises we sing.  
 
  

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGISTS 
Rev. Dr. George E. Klett, 

Parish Associate 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Kaitlyn Hendler 
Cheryl Moreno 

Ethan Truax 
 

MUSICIANS 

Lisa Walston, Pianist & Organist 
 

COVER ART 

With gratitude for the 
faithful ministry of 

First Presbyterian Church 
throughout five generations 

of the Lichte family (since 1906): 
Allie & Fritz Lichte, Bess & Joe Vincent, 

the Vincent daughters, the Vincent 
grandchildren, and 

the Vincent great-grandchildren 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Yesdel Benitez Posada 
Adam Hartman 

Jerry Norris 
Bill Watson 

 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns for Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church | 1100 Carter Creek Parkway | Bryan, Texas 77802 
PH. 979.823.8073 | FAX. 979.822.7063 | Website: www.fpcbryan.org | Email: office@fpcbryan.org 

Find “First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas” on FACEBOOK 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” or 
small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD, JANUARY 8, 2023 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-Room 13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-Room 10  
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship-S*  
12:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Group-CCF/FH  
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2023 
  5:00pm Worship Committee-L  
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2023 
11:30am Prime Time Lunch & Fellowship-L  
  6:00pm Circle II-P 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2023 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Koppe Bridge, Hwy 30, CS 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2023 

  6:00pm Property Committee-L 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 2023 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 2023 
 

2
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 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, JANUARY 15, 2023 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-Room 13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-Room 10  
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship-S*  
12:00pm NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
12:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Group-CCF/FH 

* Loving childcare provided.

 

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



 PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray our praise and humbly confess our sin, wanderings, and failings to God. Let us pray together . . . 
How majestic is your name and your character, O God! You bestow dignity; and you command and seek 
your type of dignity in the relationships we share with all others. Forgive us all our sin in relation to you 
and your people.  In many ways and on many occasions, we fall far short. Set proper attitudes and qualities 
of faith, hope, and love within us, not for ourselves, but for the service and perspectives you desire, so that 
we are steadfast disciples of Jesus Christ today and every day. (We pray in silence.) 

  Friends, let us hear and share with gladness the unearnable and supreme news of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

 EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 CALL FOR OFFERING, PRAYER OF DEDICATION, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  (To give online, please see the paragraph on p. 3 about “Online Giving” with QR Code.) 
 

Let us pray . . . With thanksgiving for every gift you give, O God, especially, the gift of your grace known in 
Jesus Christ, we present ourselves again to you. Both when we are aware and when are mostly unaware, 
lead us as you desire and as your people have need. Bring healing physically and emotionally. Bring peace 
among the nations, among communities, among households, and within each of us as individuals. We trust 
to you both ourselves and the ministries following Jesus to which you call us, praying as Jesus taught 
disciples long ago,  
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

  

 INSTRUMENTAL OFFERTORY  It Is Well with My Soul Philip Bliss, arr. Mark Hayes 
  (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 840.) 
  

 SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 3:1-6,13-17  
   This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  

 

 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Called Away from Safety and into Growth 
 

 STATEMENT OF FAITH from Westminster Larger Catechism (1647) 
 QUESTION 157.  How is our baptism to be improved by us? 

RESPONSE:  The needful but much neglected duty of improving our baptism is to be performed by us all our life 
long: when we are experiencing temptation; when we are present at the administering of baptism to others 
and both pledging and remembering our related vows; when we are being humbled for sin and falling short 
of the grace of baptism and God’s covenant faithfulness; when we are grateful for the pardon of sin; when we 
are drawing strength from the death and resurrection of Christ; and when we are endeavoring to live by faith, 
as those who have given up their names to Christ, to serve among and practice respect and love for every 
human being, all as part of our being baptized by the Holy Spirit into one body, God’s family. 

* HYMN NO. 119 O God of All, Your Love Creates AMAZING GRACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF NEWLY ELECTED RULING ELDERS (Tabitha Curtiss and Kris Wuensche) 
  QUESTIONS OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION TO THE OFFICE OF RULING ELDER (see insert) 
  QUESTIONS TO CONGREGATION 
  ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION PRAYER (with laying on of hands) 
  DECLARATION AND WELCOME TO THIS MINISTRY 

 

* HYMN NO. 821 My Life Flows On HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 
My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation, 

I hear the clear, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 
 

                   REFRAIN      No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of Heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing. 
               it finds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing?     REFRAIN  

 

What though my joys and comforts die? I know my Savior liveth. 
                 What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night he giveth.     REFRAIN 

 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing! 
                All things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing?     REFRAIN 

 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

 POSTLUDE Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music 
  (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 475.) arr. Becki Mayo 
 + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

ONLINE GIVING. To make a gift online, please scan the QR Code to your left or visit us at 
www.fpcbryan.org and click iGivei in the upper righthand corner. When making your donation, 
you can select and specify: Regular Giving (Pledges or Funds for operations budget) and/or Special 
Giving (special offerings, Brazos Church Pantry, memorials, etc.). 
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 PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray our praise and humbly confess our sin, wanderings, and failings to God. Let us pray together . . . 
How majestic is your name and your character, O God! You bestow dignity; and you command and seek 
your type of dignity in the relationships we share with all others. Forgive us all our sin in relation to you 
and your people.  In many ways and on many occasions, we fall far short. Set proper attitudes and qualities 
of faith, hope, and love within us, not for ourselves, but for the service and perspectives you desire, so that 
we are steadfast disciples of Jesus Christ today and every day. (We pray in silence.) 

  Friends, let us hear and share with gladness the unearnable and supreme news of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

 EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 CALL FOR OFFERING, PRAYER OF DEDICATION, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  (To give online, please see the paragraph on p. 3 about “Online Giving” with QR Code.) 
 

Let us pray . . . With thanksgiving for every gift you give, O God, especially, the gift of your grace known in 
Jesus Christ, we present ourselves again to you. Both when we are aware and when are mostly unaware, 
lead us as you desire and as your people have need. Bring healing physically and emotionally. Bring peace 
among the nations, among communities, among households, and within each of us as individuals. We trust 
to you both ourselves and the ministries following Jesus to which you call us, praying as Jesus taught 
disciples long ago,  
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

  

 INSTRUMENTAL OFFERTORY  It Is Well with My Soul Philip Bliss, arr. Mark Hayes 
  (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 840.) 
  

 SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 3:1-6,13-17  
   This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  

 

 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Called Away from Safety and into Growth 
 

 STATEMENT OF FAITH from Westminster Larger Catechism (1647) 
 QUESTION 157.  How is our baptism to be improved by us? 

RESPONSE:  The needful but much neglected duty of improving our baptism is to be performed by us all our life 
long: when we are experiencing temptation; when we are present at the administering of baptism to others 
and both pledging and remembering our related vows; when we are being humbled for sin and falling short 
of the grace of baptism and God’s covenant faithfulness; when we are grateful for the pardon of sin; when we 
are drawing strength from the death and resurrection of Christ; and when we are endeavoring to live by faith, 
as those who have given up their names to Christ, to serve among and practice respect and love for every 
human being, all as part of our being baptized by the Holy Spirit into one body, God’s family. 

* HYMN NO. 119 O God of All, Your Love Creates AMAZING GRACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF NEWLY ELECTED RULING ELDERS (Kaitlyn Battles, Tabitha Curtiss, and Kris Wuensche) 

  QUESTIONS OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION TO THE OFFICE OF RULING ELDER (see insert) 
  QUESTIONS TO CONGREGATION 
  ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION PRAYER (with laying on of hands) 
  DECLARATION AND WELCOME TO THIS MINISTRY 

 

* HYMN NO. 821 My Life Flows On HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 
My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation, 

I hear the clear, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 
 

                   REFRAIN      No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of Heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing. 
               it finds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing?     REFRAIN  

 

What though my joys and comforts die? I know my Savior liveth. 
                 What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night he giveth.     REFRAIN 

 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing! 
                All things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing?     REFRAIN 

 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

 POSTLUDE Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music 
  (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 475.) arr. Becki Mayo 
 + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

ONLINE GIVING. To make a gift online, please scan the QR Code to your left or visit us at 
www.fpcbryan.org and click iGivei in the upper righthand corner. When making your donation, 
you can select and specify: Regular Giving (Pledges or Funds for operations budget) and/or Special 
Giving (special offerings, Brazos Church Pantry, memorials, etc.). 
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BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 
  

 THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

January 8, 2023 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 
 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
  
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Shall We Gather at the River Robert Lowry 
         (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 375.) arr. Pepper Choplin 
   
 OPENING SENTENCES from Psalm 23:1-3 

 Welcome to worship this morning!  
 Let us remember the beginning words of Psalm 23: 
 “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; 
  he leadeth me beside the still waters; 
 he restoreth my soul; 
 he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” 

 
* HYMN NO. 482 Baptized in Water BUNESSAN 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
cleansed by the blood of Christ our King; 
heirs of salvation, trusting the promise, 

faithfully now God’s praises we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
dead in the tomb with Christ our King; 
one with his rising, freed and forgiven, 
thankfully now God’s praises we sing. 

 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
marked with the sign of Christ our King; 
born of the Spirit, we are God’s children; 

joyfully now God’s praises we sing.  
 
  

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGISTS 
Rev. Dr. George E. Klett, 

Parish Associate 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Marlee Criaco 
Adam Hartman 
Kaitlyn Hendler 
Cheryl Moreno 

 

MUSICIANS 

Lisa Walston, Pianist & Organist 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

With gratitude for the 
faithful ministry of 

First Presbyterian Church 
throughout five generations 

of the Lichte family (since 1906): 
Allie & Fritz Lichte, Bess & Joe Vincent, 

the Vincent daughters, the Vincent 
grandchildren, and 

the Vincent great-grandchildren 
 

COVER ART 

“The New Covenant is Consecrated” 
One of 11 faceted windows 

in sanctuary of 
First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Yesdel Benitez Posada 
Adam Hartman 

Jerry Norris; Bill Watson 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns for Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 

First Presbyterian Church | 1100 Carter Creek Parkway | Bryan, Texas 77802 
PH. 979.823.8073 | FAX. 979.822.7063 | Website: www.fpcbryan.org | Email: office@fpcbryan.org 

Find “First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas” on FACEBOOK 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” or 
small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD, JANUARY 8, 2023 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-Room 13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-Room 10  
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship-S*  
12:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Group-CCF/FH  
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2023 
  5:00pm Worship Committee-L  
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2023 
11:30am Prime Time Lunch & Fellowship-L  
  6:00pm Circle II-P 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2023 
11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
  2:30pm Grief Support Group-P  
  6:00pm Community Building & Engagement Committee-10  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Koppe Bridge, Hwy 30, CS 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2023 

  6:00pm Property Committee-L 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 2023 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 2023 
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 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, JANUARY 15, 2023 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-Room 13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-Room 10  
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship-S*  
12:00pm NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
12:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Group-CCF/FH 

* Loving childcare provided.

 

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



January 8, 2023 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available 
on the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar 

with our building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs 
are located in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 

 
NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer 

of membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your 
commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call 

the church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily 
Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when 

you can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 
 

REACHING OUT TO OUR NEIGHBORS 
SUN, JAN 1, 2023, (and the first Sunday of each month) is known as FPC’s “Stock the Pantry” 
Sunday. In honor of the birth of Jesus, you are invited to bring to worship with you INFANT and 
ADULT DIAPERS. Bring your donated goods (anytime in January) with you to worship on Sunday 
mornings, to the Indoor Patio, or to the church office on weekdays. Monetary donations are always 
welcome. Thank you for your generosity! 

 
NOMINATE A “VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR” 

Volunteers are essential to the ministry of FPC-Bryan. They contribute 
countless hours to the work and ministry of this congregation in so many 
ways—serving on Session/Foundation, leading/coordinating Church 
School, ushering, singing in the choir, ringing bells, answering telephones,  

Leading/coordinating big projects, and so much more! 
Each year, the Volunteer of the Year is usually honored for his/her contributions to the church at the Annual 
Meeting of the Congregation following worship on FEB 12 (if the way be clear). Previous recipients have included: 
MICHAEL WESP, JOHN HALSELL, KATHRYN NACHLINGER, KATHRINE MacNEIL CHERYL MORENO, PROPERTY 
COMMITTEE, CHANCEL & HANDBELL CHOIRS, KATHY BURDETT, ALLYN JORDAN, 150TH ANNIVERSARY LEADERSHIP 
TEAM (under leadership of VICKI GERGENI and NANCY SELF), BETH MORRIS, CHERYL PAGE, RICK PAGE, JERRY 
NORRIS, and NICOLE McKINLEY. 
Know of an individual who has served the church well in 2022? Submit your nomination with a brief narrative 
supporting your nomination to Karen Berg, office@fpcbryan.org, or mail to First Presbyterian Church, 1100 Carter 
Creek Pkwy, Bryan, 77802, by SUN, JAN 29. Submit your nomination today! 

-------------------------- 
BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 

Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 
 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your prayer needs.  
While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 

Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 
Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 

 
The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, SUNDAY, JANUARY 15. 

This newsletter will be distributed on or before Thursday, January 19, and covers news 
from January 26 thru February 15. Submit your church news to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

mailto:tfoote@fpcbryan.org
mailto:ebeghin@fpcbryan.org
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexasC
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org


QUESTIONS RELATED TO THE ORDINATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS 
Book of Order W-4.4003 

a. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head 
of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

b. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy 
Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church 
universal, and God’s Word to you? 

c. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as 
expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions 
of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led 
by those confessions as you lead the people of God? 

d. Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of 
Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions? 

e. Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? 
Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, 
subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? 

f. Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your 
neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world? 

g. Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? 

h. Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, 
imagination, and love? 

i. Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for their 
worship, nurture, and service? Will you share in government and discipline, 
serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the 
love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

---------------- 

j. Do we, the members of the church, accept these who are before us as ruling 
elders, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the 
way of Jesus Christ? 

k. Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, 
and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the 
Church? 

 



Called Away from Safety and into Growth 
Matthew 3:1-6,13-17 January 08, 2023  
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, 
Texas 
From the time I was ten years old – 

through Presbyterian Confirmation Class, 
through high school, through college, 
through two years of seminary graduate 
school, I experienced at least seven 
Presbyterian, Southern Baptist, Catholic, 
Church of Christ, and United Methodist 
clergy persons explaining baptism from 
Catholic, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Baptist, 
Church of Christ, and Methodist 
perspectives. I can tell you the common 
ground and differences among each one, but 
even when I was 40 years younger than I am 
now, each tradition’s explanation, rationale, 
and doctrine seemed to lack something of 
merit found in one of the others. Each seemed 
to have a different deficiency. You may have 
believed a doctrine about baptism, including 
about Jesus’ own baptism – for example, that 
his baptism is somewhat different from ours 
as “ordinary humans.” And if you have been 
– or currently are – satisfied with your 
understanding, that is super! Let me ask the 
indulgence for a few minutes of those of you 
who seem to have baptism settled in your 
own mind and faith – to bear with me and 
those who feel they are still inquiring and 
exploring baptism. Trust me, though, this will 
not be a “seminar” on baptism. We can 
explore that further in a one-on-one 
conversation or a class forum, if any desire to 
do so. 

Looking back across the years, I realize 
that my lack of satisfaction with 
understanding baptism has included “head, 
heart, and confidence.” Using another set of 
descriptive words: My lack of satisfaction 
with understanding baptism has involved the 
areas of “logic, passion, and surety.”  (1) In 
my head, or with logic, there seemed to be a 
deficiency on some point in each religious 

tradition or church group’s logic. (2) In my 
heart, or with passion, there seemed to be a 
lack of enthusiasm to give my soul to 
something that my head and logic could not 
resolve satisfactorily. Similar to #2, (3) I 
could not with confidence and surety argue 
for baptism with others because of what I 
could not muster and pull together 
satisfactorily for myself in head, heart, and 
confidence, or in logic, passion, and surety. I 
have, instead, relied on my understanding of 
what everyone else has said they believe – or 
what they have said “we” believe. That’s 
been satisfactory enough, but some “coming 
together” of thoughts and experiences have 
me feeling better about my own head, heart, 
and confidence, and my own logic, passion, 
and surety related to baptism, both Jesus’ 
baptism and ours. 

First, the Scriptures referring to Jesus’s 
baptism seem to indicate Jesus’s 
endorsement of John the Baptizer’s baptism 
as a symbol of turning from human failure 
and sin due to God’s claim on our lives. In 
other words, the writers of the Gospel 
accounts indicate Jesus’ baptism is an 
identification with the symbolism and 
significance of the baptism Prophet-Preacher 
John advocated. We need not, therefore, 
assume Jesus to be an “ordinary sinner,” 
when he indicates this identification with our 
humanness. 

Second, I have reviewed once more the 
question and response of the Westminster 
Larger Catechism from 1647, #157, to which 
my intern supervisor in 1978 (the Reverend 
George Kluber) more than once made 
mention. In a few minutes, that explanation 
of how “baptism is improved by us” will be 
our Statement of Faith this morning.** 
Suffice it to say, that the 1647 Scot 
Presbyterians were convinced that baptism is 



an event needing follow-up. Baptism signals 
participation and growth through the faith 
tradition related to Jesus Christ as long as one 
lives, and in relation to other folks whom God 
claims every bit as much as us for following 
Jesus. In fact, the Westminster folks referred 
to those who are baptized as “those who have 
given up their names to Christ.” This means 
growing into a selflessness which professes 
how “we are not our own” by name or 
identity, but we are disciples of Jesus. Period. 
And growing all the time in faith following 
this Jesus. 

Third, the imagery of the water. At some 
point many years ago, several experiences 
related to baptism helped me focus – not on 
doctrine or theology or arguments about 
beliefs – but to focus on water as the 
molecular compound of 2 atoms of hydrogen 
and 1 atom of oxygen: water still; water 
pouring; water flowing – any of those. Water 
that cleanses; water that hydrates; water that 
cools and refreshes; water that is an essential 
factor in life as we know life on earth. I read 
of water as expressed by poets, novelists, and 
authors of memoirs. 

Fourth, I remembered L. Frank Baum’s 
characters in “The Wizard of Oz.” The 
Scarecrow desired a brain, the Tin Man a 
heart, and the Lion courage (MGM, 1939; 
adapted from LF Baum’s “The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz,” 1900).  This seemed 
amazingly similar to my desire for a match of 
baptism to my head (or logic), my heart (or 

passion), and my confidence and surety (or 
courage). The Wizard of OZ advised 
Scarecrow, Tin Man, and Lion essentially 
that a brain, a heart, and courage were 
available to them from within, very similar to 
our theology that God’s grace in Jesus Christ 
is within us as a gift from beyond, but within 
us absolutely! And a gift absolutely! 

So over the years of my life, baptism and 
the symbolism of water – whether still, 
poured, or flowing – (baptism and the 
symbolism of water) have come: (1) to 
influence me into awe; (2) to fill me with 
gratitude; and (3) to grow faith within me to 
an aliveness not experienced earlier. It’s 
because God claims me: (1) for a growing 
identity as a disciple of Jesus: (2) for a 
growing relationship of faith and life because 
I am a disciple of Jesus; and (3) for a 
developing journey – like Jesus – in God’s 
service among all of God’s people. 

Moreover, my discovery of baptism’s 
deeper meaning seemed to blossom when I 
recently read a quote from 20th century 
psychologist Abraham Maslow (1908-70): 
“You will either step forward into growth; or 
you will step backward into safety.” Jesus 
indicated to John the Baptizer, as he indicated 
to so many, that he was willing to step 
forward in ministry into growth, rather than 
stepping backward into safety.” And how 
about you? and me? – All honor and praise be 
to God! 

_____________________________________________________________ 
**STATEMENT OF FAITH                  from Westminster Larger Catechism (1647) 
Question 157.  How is our baptism to be improved by us?   Response:  The needful but much neglected duty of 
improving our baptism is to be performed by us all our life long: when we are experiencing temptation; when we 
are present at the administering of baptism to others and both pledging and remembering our related vows; when 
we are being humbled for sin and falling short of the grace of baptism and God’s covenant faithfulness; when we 
are grateful for the pardon of sin; when we are drawing strength from the death and resurrection of Christ; and 
when we are endeavoring to live by faith, as those who have given up their names to Christ, to serve among and 
practice respect and love for every human being, all as part of our being baptized by the Holy Spirit into one body, 
God’s family.   
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