
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 January 15, 2023 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 
 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, MINUTE FOR MISSION, AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
  
 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Higher Ground Charles Gabriel, arr. Victor Labenske 
 
 OPENING SENTENCES from Psalm 130 

Welcome to worship this morning!  
Let us remember the words of Psalm 130: 
“Hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
and with the Lord is great power to redeem.” 
 

 * HYMN NO. 465 What a Friend We Have in Jesus CONVERSE 
What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 
 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

 
Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In his arms he’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 

LITURGISTS 
Rev. Emily K. Béghin 

Rev. Dr. George E. Klett, 
Parish Associate 

 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Kaitlyn Battles 
Adam Hartman 
Kaitlyn Hendler 

Ethan Truax 
 

MUSICIANS 

Lisa Walston, Pianist & Organist 
David Kipp, Director of Music Ministries 

Chancel Choir 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Yesdel Benitez Posada 
Adam Hartman 
Nicole McKinley 

Jerry Norris 
Bill Watson 

 

COVER ART 

“Jesus Mafa” 
(Northeast Cameroon and Nigeria) 
from Art in the Christian Tradition 

Vanderbilt Divinity Library 
Nashville, TN 

---------- 
Mosaic, origin unknown 

 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns for Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 

First Presbyterian Church | 1100 Carter Creek Parkway | Bryan, Texas 77802 
PH. 979.823.8073 | FAX. 979.822.7063 | Website: www.fpcbryan.org | Email: office@fpcbryan.org 

Find “First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas” on FACEBOOK 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” or 
small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 
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 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, JANUARY 15, 2023 
  9:20am Church School: Children’s Class-Room 13 
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-Room 10  
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
10:45am Worship-S*  
12:00pm NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
12:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Group-CCF/FH 

MONDAY, JANUARY 16, 2023 
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2023 
  9:30am Circle V-P  
  5:30pm Children's Center Ministry Committee-L  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S* 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2023 
11:00am Staff Meeting, Lunch, and Lenten Planning-L  
12:30pm Prayer Partners/CareTeam-304  
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-On the Border, CS 
  6:00pm Circle II-P 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2023 

  6:00pm Circle VII-L/P 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 2023 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2023 

10:00am Cub Scout Pack 350 Pinewood Derby Build Day-CCF/FH 
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 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, JANUARY 22, 2023 

  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-Room 10  
10:45am Worship-S*  
12:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Group-CCF/FH 

* Loving childcare provided.

 

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



 PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray our praise and humbly confess our sin, wanderings, and failings to God. Let us pray together . . . 
How we praise you, Eternal One, for creating with love, for calling your people by name with love, and 
for prompting and guiding us as your stewards through love for all the world. Yet we also come up short 
of what you desire and intend for us in life. Forgive us all wherein we fail you and fail your people. Make 
us new from the grace alive in Jesus Christ; and lead us continually for growing as disciples in your 
kingdom and commonwealth, day by day indicating clearly your mercy and steadfastness for all people 
and all creation. (We pray in silence.) 

  Friends, let us hear and share with gladness the unearnable and supreme news of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

 EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 CALL FOR OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  (To give online, please see the paragraph on p. 3 about “Online Giving” with QR Code.) 
 INSTRUMENTAL OFFERTORY  My Jesus, I Love Thee Adoniram Gordon, arr. Mark Hayes 
 

 SCRIPTURE READING John 1:35-42  
  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  

 

 ANTHEM  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning KEEP YOUR LAMPS 
  (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 350.) 
 

 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION The Named and the Unnamed Called to Be Uncommonly Common 
 

 STATEMENT OF FAITH from the PC(USA)’s “A First Catechism” (1998) 
 QUESTION 26. What did Jesus do during his life on earth? 

RESPONSE:  He called disciples to follow him.  He fed the hungry, healed the sick, blessed children, befriended 
outcasts, required people to repent, and forgave their sins.  He taught people not to fear but to trust always 
in God.  He preached the good news of God’s love and gave everyone hope for new life.   
 

 QUESTION 38. What does God’s Spirit do for the church?   
RESPONSE:  The Spirit gathers us to worship God, builds us up in faith, hope, and love, and sends us into the 
world to proclaim the gospel and to work for justice and peace. 
 

* HYMN NO. 720 Jesus Calls Us GALILEE 
Jesus calls us: o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea; 

day by day his sweet voice soundeth saying, “Christian, follow me.” 
 

Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world’s golden store, 
from each idol that would keep us, saying, “Christian, love me more.” 

 

In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease, still he calls, 
in cares and pleasures, “Christian, love me more than these.” 

 

Jesus calls us: by thy mercies, Savior, may we hear thy call, 
give our hearts to thy obedience, serve and love thee best of all. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, adapted from prayers of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray … O God, we thank you for the fact that you have inspired men and women in all nations and in 
all cultures. They and we call you different names, yet these several names refer unto you, the one and the 
same God. Grant that we will follow you and become so committed to your way and your kingdom that we 
will be able to establish in our lives and in this world a brother and sisterhood, that we will be able to 
establish here a kingdom of understanding, where all will live together as brothers and sisters and respect 
the dignity and worth of every human being. God, give us strength of body to keep walking for freedom. 
God, give us strength to remain nonviolent, even though we may face death. God, grant that we wage the 
struggle with dignity and discipline. May all who suffer oppression in this world reject the self-defeating 
method of retaliatory violence and choose the method that seeks to redeem. Remove all bitterness from 
my heart and each one’s heart; and give me and each one the strength and courage to face any disaster 
that comes our way. O God, we thank you for the lives of great saints and prophets in the past, who have 
revealed to us that we can stand up amid the problems and difficulties and trials of life and not give in. We 
thank you for our fore parents, who've given us something in the midst of the darkness of exploitation and 
oppression to keep going. Grant that we will go on with the proper faith and the proper determination of 
will, so that we will be able to make a creative contribution to this world, today and always. Now, in the 
name and spirit of Jesus we pray as he taught disciples long ago: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

 

* HYMN NO. 339 (St. 1,3) Lift Every Voice and Sing LIFT EVERY VOICE 
Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies; let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, let us march on, till victory is won. 
 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, keep us forever in the past, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 

shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, true to our God, true to our native land.  
 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

 POSTLUDE The Church’s One Foundation Samuel Wesley, arr. Douglas Wagner 
  (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 321.) 
 + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
 

ONLINE GIVING. To make a gift online, please scan the QR Code to your left or visit us at 
www.fpcbryan.org and click iGivei in the upper righthand corner. When making your donation, 
you can select and specify: Regular Giving (Pledges or Funds for operations budget) and/or Special 
Giving (special offerings, Brazos Church Pantry, memorials, etc.). 
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January 15, 2023 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available 
on the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar 

with our building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs 
are located in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 

 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer 
of membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your 

commitment as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call 
the church (979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily 

Béghin (ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when 
you can be received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 
NOMINATE A “VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR” 

Volunteers are essential to the ministry of FPC-Bryan. They contribute 
countless hours to the work and ministry of this congregation in so many 
ways—serving on Session/Foundation, leading/coordinating Church 
School, ushering, singing in the choir, ringing bells, answering telephones,  

Leading/coordinating big projects, and so much more! 
Each year, the Volunteer of the Year is usually honored for his/her contributions to the church at the Annual 
Meeting of the Congregation following worship on FEB 12 (if the way be clear). Previous recipients have included: 
MICHAEL WESP, JOHN HALSELL, KATHRYN NACHLINGER, KATHRINE MacNEIL CHERYL MORENO, PROPERTY 
COMMITTEE, CHANCEL & HANDBELL CHOIRS, KATHY BURDETT, ALLYN JORDAN, 150TH ANNIVERSARY LEADERSHIP 
TEAM (under leadership of VICKI GERGENI and NANCY SELF), BETH MORRIS, CHERYL PAGE, RICK PAGE, JERRY 
NORRIS, and NICOLE McKINLEY. 
Know of an individual who has served the church well in 2022? Submit your nomination with a brief narrative 
supporting your nomination to Karen Berg, office@fpcbryan.org, or mail to First Presbyterian Church, 1100 Carter 
Creek Pkwy, Bryan, 77802, by Sunday, January 29. Submit your nomination today! 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2023 
Beginning Sunday, February 5, Confirmation Class 2023 for FPC Youth will be held during the Church 
School Hour (9:20am-10:20am) in Room 10. As part of the class (in-person and online), youth 
participants are paired with a mentor who is a member of the church. Video li  nks will be included in 
Youth Digest weekly email blasts. Want to know more and/or sign up? Email Ryan at youth@fpcbryan.org! 

 
 

-------------------------- 
BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube channel! 

Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 
 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your prayer needs.  
While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 

Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 
Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, TODAY. 
This newsletter will be distributed on or before Thursday, January 19, and covers news 
from January 26 thru February 15. Submit your church news to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

mailto:tfoote@fpcbryan.org
mailto:ebeghin@fpcbryan.org
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
mailto:youth@fpcbryan.org
http://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexasC
mailto:office@fpcbryan.org
https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login
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The Named and the Un-named Called and Guided to Be Uncommonly Common 

John 1:35-42                                                               January 15, 2023  
Ted V. Foote, Jr. First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

In the verses we have read this morning from 
John’s Gospel of Jesus, chapter 1, verses 35 
through 42, the story unfolds one character at a 
time. The first character mentioned is “John,” 
known from previous verses to be John the 
Baptizer. Then is mentioned “two of John the 
Baptizer’s disciples,” who overhear John the 
Baptizer calling attention favorably to Jesus 
walking past, sometime in the mid-to-late 
morning hours. These two decide to check into 
this Jesus further. Jesus engages them in a brief 
conversation. They go with him to wherever he is 
hanging out and spend the after-lunch hours 
together with him. At this point in the narrative, 
we hearers are told that one of the disciples of 
John the Baptizer (with John the Baptizer’s 
blessing) now is hanging out with Jesus. This 
disciple is named Andrew, who then checks in 
with his brother, Simon, who, when Simon 
approaches Jesus, immediately receives from 
Jesus the nick-name “Peter” (in Greek) or 
“Cephas” (in Aramaic), both words which mean 
“Rocky.”  Yet who was the other disciple of John 
the Baptizer in addition to Andrew, who, in this 
story, goes unnamed? 

In the Gospel of Jesus which bears Luke’s 
name as the writer, in chapter 24, there’s another 
narrative – after Jesus’ crucifixion, burial, and 
resurrection – telling of two disciples downcast 
and walking along a road outside Jerusalem, one 
of whom is named Cleopas and the second for 
whom no name is recorded (Luke 24:13,18). 
Here, in John, chapter 1, the narrative also has an 
unnamed character. In Luke, chapter 24, 
however, both disciples stay together all the way 
to the end of the story, both Cleopas and Cleopas’ 
unnamed colleague. In John, chapter one, though, 
the second follower of John the Baptizer who 
switches to following Jesus is both not named 
AND seems to be left behind as the story 
progresses. 

This week, during a brief on-line search of 
religious art related to this set of verses, I ran 
across one painting originating with the Mafa 
people in northeast Cameroon and Zambia 
(Africa). The other is a mosaic from the 

Mediterranean region of unknown origin. In both 
artistic works, there’s a Jesus character and three 
others. To the best of my ability to figure it out, 
there are two possibilities: (1) Either the two are 
Andrew and the unnamed disciple who began 
with John the Baptizer, with John the Baptizer 
“trailing” and observing how their transition to 
following Jesus is going; OR (2) the two closest 
to the Jesus-character are Andrew and his 
brought-along brother Rocky, with the unnamed 
disciple trailing and watching Jesus receive 
Andrew and Rocky. In both of those scenarios, I 
think both artists have made a point to illustrate 
the unnamed disciple. 

Might the Gospel storyteller be indicating 
how there is, importantly and crucially, an 
unnamed disciple who learns of God’s love in the 
compelling personality and people-oriented 
ministry of Jesus? And if that’s the case, might 
the unnamed disciple be you or me? or anyone 
else? Might the unnamed disciple who was 
Andrew’s colleague always be you or me? And if 
so, what difference does that imply? Or what 
difference does the story intend? 

First, consider Jesus. His honesty, candor, 
wisdom, and compassion are all compelling. He 
holds the attention of those who notice him, holds 
that attention with humility, with confidence that 
is never demeaning to others, and with 
authenticity. He regards everyone with stunning 
and matchless respect. 

Second, let’s consider the unnamed disciple, 
who, with Andrew, is intrigued by this one, Jesus, 
but who also is never identified or recognized of 
record in the Biblical books.  

Do your ever wonder who notices you with 
respect? Do you ever wonder if anyone notices 
you with respect? We may think that if anyone 
notices us, truly still no one understands us. There 
certainly is an infinite number of persons alive on 
earth at any moment who wonder if anyone 
notices them with genuine respect, or understands 
them in the slightest. What gets in the way of 
these better potential outcomes? We worry about 
identity theft, being taken advantage of, being 
stalked, being assaulted, being exposed to a virus 



we’d never care to have. But often, even always, 
don’t we sell one another far short of what God 
ever desires or intends? 

Can’t we say that Jesus was a common human 
being, while at the same time being uncommonly 
common? You may well have heard it said, “The 
problem with common sense is that it is not 
common enough”?  Well, the problem with being 
“uncommonly common” in the way Jesus 
modeled and embodied life is that it is not 
common enough in most parts of life and 
relationships which we experience. Yet what 
immense and innumerable positive possibilities 
exist when we take time and create a place of 
space to experience others for who they are! 

In 1971 in the cathedral-like Protestant 
Riverside Church in upper Manhattan, a well-
respected Associate Pastor was leading worship 
in the absence of the preaching pastor. The guest 
preacher that day was Dr. James Sanders from 
Union Theological Seminary, basically across the 
street from Riverside Church. During the singing 
of the Doxology and the ushers bringing forward 
the offering plates, the Associate Pastor leaned 
over to Dr. Sanders and quietly said, “We’ve had 
some radical protestors around here recently. You 
may want to pay attention to the bearded man in 
the wool jacket who is following the ushers down 
the aisle and looking all around.” Jim Sanders 
says he was trying to think about the upcoming 
beginning of his sermon, but he looked out and 
saw the man, then said to the Associate Pastor: “I 
don’t think you have to worry about him 
protesting more than the Biblical prophets 
protested. I know him. He’s Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel. He’s a friend of mine, and I think 
he came today because his friend is preaching.” 
Dr. Sanders says he felt for the Associate Pastor, 
who certainly knew of Rabbi Heschel and how he 
was regarded by some as the most skilled teacher 
and thinker on Scripture in all of North America. 
What immense and innumerable positive 
possibilities exist when we take time and create a 
place of space to experience others for who they 
are! And what embarrassment we experience – or 
what embarrassment we should feel in our 

experience when we sell short fellow human 
beings. 

Jesus was un-commonly common; and he 
seeks the same uncommon commonness of us. In 
the fall of 1981, I was part of a week-long 
continuing education experience sponsored by a 
coordinated network of organizations working 
with people and religious communities seeking to 
develop positive neighborhood, city-wide, and 
regional relationships for life improvements 
where they lived with others. We were in training 
at a Roman Catholic diocesan retreat center, long 
before cell phones. There were two pay 
telephones. One late afternoon right before the 
evening meal, I was second in line behind Virgil. 
He was an African-American from Los Angeles, 
about 63 years old. I was an Anglo from San 
Antonio, about 28 years old. To this very day, 
forty-one years later, I can hear Virgil saying 
good-by to his wife: “Yes, it’s been a week full of 
learning. I’ll see you in a few days. I love you.” 
And he hung up. Here was a man I did not know 
at all when the week started, and a man I hardly 
knew two-thirds of the way into the week, but 
who seemed uncommonly common. At 28 years 
old, I could imagine 63-year-old Virgil being 
involved in developing community action work 
with people across the working-class neigh-
borhoods of Los Angeles. At 28 years old, I 
thought that being uncommonly common like 
Virgil was about the highest calling in life anyone 
could have. And today, I believe that every bit as 
much as I did that September afternoon in 1981. 

Yoko Ono once said, “A dream you dream 
alone is only a dream. A dream you dream 
together is a reality.” This story early in the 
Fourth Gospel indicates that God’s new reality is 
based upon inclusive networks of people willing 
together to be changed in Jesus’ way and spirit for 
uncommonly common human relationships, and 
nothing less. You, too, can be part of an inclusive 
network of relationships where everyone may not 
know your name, but wherein everyone lives by 
abiding respect in the way and spirit of 
uncommonly common Jesus. – All honor and 
praise be to God. 
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