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NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

Due to the holiday, the deadline for the next issue of the 
newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, SUN, FEB 5, 

This newsletter will be distributed by THU, FEB 9, 
and cover news from FEB 16 thru MAR 1. 

Submit content to: office@fpcbryan.org. 

♥ Dave Burdett 
♥ Velma Burnett 
♥ Cass Haverland 
         (grandson of Jan & Dave Haverland) 
♥ Madison Hodges 
         (granddaughter of Peggy & Ken Telg) 
♥ Frank Thurmond 
♥ John Tomalenas 
       (father of Julie Truax) 

Sunday Mornings 
Adult Church School * at 9:20am | Worship * at 10:45am (viewable at www.fpcbryan.org)  * Loving childcare provided. 
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MEMBERS & FRIENDS
IN THE 

MILITARY 

 Josh Kipp 
 Christian McKinley 
 Ryan Ratcliffe 
 Samai Hernandez 
     (girlfriend of Christian McKinley) 

 

01.19.2023 

the ch  mes

Visit us on the web 
www.fpcbryan.org 

 

“Like” us on 

1100 Carter Creek Pkwy 
Bryan TX  77802-1129 

Ph. 979.823.8073 
Fax. 979.822.7063 
office@fpcbryan.org 

 

Church Office Hours 
M-F, 8:30am to 4:30pm 

ABOUT SUNDAY WORSHIP 

JAN 22 Matthew 4:12-23 
JAN 29 I Corinthians 1:10-18 
FEB 5 II Corinthians 2:1-12,16 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Scan the QR Code 
for all our social media! 

Please notify the church office at 979.823.8073, when you have news to 
share in the newsletter, or if you or someone you know    is in the 

hospital, is scheduled for admission, or was recently hospitalized. When 
admitted, please list First Presbyterian Church, as your church affiliation. 

If you would like to be visited    by one of our hospital visitors, please 
agree to be included on the Pastoral Care List. Your church family wants 

to minister to you whenever you are ill, especially when you are in the 
hospital, and they can only do this if you inform them of your needs. 

01/28 Mary Nan Linnstaedter 
01/28 Rebecca Von Gonten 
01/29 Pat Reed 
01/30 Ray Lawrence 
01/30 Jane Voelkel 
01/31 David Fattig 
02/01 David Kipp 
02/01 Chris Watson 
02/03 Barry Burdett 
02/03 Georgianne Bigam 
02/03 Jasen Petersen 
02/03 Ashley Wesp 
02/04 Pam Hayenga 
02/04 Ellie Ratcliffe 
02/05 Scott Shafer 

02/05 Julie Truax 
02/06 Caroline Wertz 
02/08 Christine Larsen 
02/08 Laikyn Luther 
02/09 Cynthia Cloud 
02/10 Ally Guzman 
02/10 Lan Wesp 
02/11 Peggy Telg 
02/12 Angela Criaco 
02/12 George Klett 
02/12 Lael Martin 
02/13 Mary Graddy 
02/13 Davd Sahm 
02/14 Susan McGrail 

First Presbyterian Friends, 
The FPC-Bryan ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGRE- 

GATION and lunch is scheduled for SUN, FEB 12, in Fellow- 
ship Hall. Make plans to attend, if possible for you. 

The Session classes of 2023 and 2024 met for their orientation to this year’s ministry business and responsibilities on 
Saturday, January 14. It was fast paced and (I hope) thorough for focusing on the known and unknown which lie in front of us. 

On Sunday, January 15, at 10:00 a.m., on the bridge over the creek on Broadmoor Drive, 
near Camelot Park, Joanie snapped a photo of a Great Egret perched for a few moments on  
the park-side railing and facing east. On Wednesday afternoon, January 18, at 5:30 p.m., I saw 
a Great Egret (quite possibly the same one) perched on the opposite (the golf-course) side railing 
and also facing east. 

In the earliest Christian traditions, followers of Jesus referred to “facing east” because the 
reality of the sun appearing in the east at dawn was paired metaphorically with the coming 
presence of the crucified and resurrected Jesus which is dawns to make every day new and to 
make every life in every day new. 

If this Great Egret in a local neighborhood can make a habit of looking east for whatever reason, don’t we pray and hope 
that we can be continually and vigilantly conscious to perceive the dawning of God’s presence for ministry following this 
Jesus every hour of every day, all through each year? That’s certainly my prayer for each of us; and this beautiful creature 
is a needed reminder for me. 

Grace and peace, Ted V. Foote, Jr. (cell: 918.520.7820) 

UPCOMING SUNDAYS, FEB 5 & 12 

On SUN, FEB 5, during worship (10:45am) the Lord’s Supper will 
be observed, and we will recognize Scouts, FPC’s charter 
sponsorship, and Scouting’s contributions. 
On SUN, FEB 12, following worship (10:45am), FPC youth will be 
at sanctuary entrances with soup pots and pans to receive 
donations for SOUPER BOWL OF CARING. It began in 1990 with 
a simple prayer: “Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, 
help us to be mindful of those without even a bowl of soup to eat.” 

Over $170 million and food has been 
generated benefiting thousands of 
soup kitchens, food banks, meal 
programs and other hunger relief 
charities in local communities. It has 
become a powerful movement that is 

transforming the time around the Big Game into the nation’s 
largest celebration of giving and serving. Please give generously 
on Super Bowl Sunday. All monies received will be given to the 
Brazos Church Pantry. 

WELCOME, NEW STAFF MEMBER 

ANGELA ROBINSON, Administrative Assistant 
The Administration Committee and 
Session Elders of FPC-Bryan are 
pleased to announce and welcome 
Angela Robinson as Administrative 
Assistant on January 9, following the 
retirement of Karen Berg. Here is a little 
about Angela in her own words:  

I am a home-grown native of Bryan, as is my husband of 22 
years, Jason. We are in the process of navigating the 
teenage years with our two children, Norah (17) and Eli (15). 
Our family worships with A&M Church of Christ in College 
Station, where I have the joy of serving as a vocalist for the 
praise team. I served as Associate Teaching Director for 
B/CS Community Bible Study from 2013-19, and deeply 
loved meeting, studying with, and teaching women from a 
wide variety of church backgrounds during my time there. I 
thrive with creative opportunity; I enjoy writing, cooking, 
sewing, music, and gardening. I am delighted to be here! I 
look forward to serving FPC-Bryan and to becoming better 
acquainted with your hospitable church family. Love in 
Christ, Angela 

Welcome, Angela! 



CARING AND SHARING 

Congratulations to Mary Perkins and Keith Landry who were 
married in our sanctuary on January 8. Mary is the 
granddaughter of MARY NELLE ARMSTRONG. 

“A cord of three strands is not easily broken…” Eccl. 4:12 
 

Congratulations to CATHERINE EZZELL who had two 
poems published in “Best Poems of 2022,” Eber and Wein 
Publishers. She was recently contacted by Eber and Wein 
and invited to submit a new poem for “Best Poems of 2023.”
 

The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended 
to the family of FELIX CUMPIAN (former FPC Custodian) 
following his death on December 4, 2022, in the Dallas-Ft. 
Worth area. Expressions of love may be mailed to his 
daughter Angie Cumpian, 3333 Bluestem CIR, CS 77845. 
“I am the resurrection and the life,” saith the Lord. ―John 11:25

NOMINATE A “VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR” 

Volunteers are essential to the ministry of FPC-Bryan. They contribute countless
hours to the work of this congregation in so many ways—serving on 
Session/Foundation, leading/coordinating Church School, ushering, singing in
the choir, ringing bells, answering telephones, and so more! 

Each year, the Volunteer of the Year is usually honored for his/her contributions to the church at the Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation following worship on FEB 12 (if the way be clear). Previous recipients have included: MICHAEL WESP, JOHN 
HALSELL, KATHRYN NACHLINGER, KATHRINE MacNEIL CHERYL MORENO, PROPERTY COMMITTEE, CHANCEL & 
HANDBELL CHOIRS, KATHY BURDETT, ALLYN JORDAN, 150TH ANNIVERSARY LEADERSHIP TEAM (under leadership 
of VICKI GERGENI and NANCY SELF), BETH MORRIS, CHERYL PAGE, RICK PAGE, JERRY NORRIS, and NICOLE 
McKINLEY. 
Know of an individual who has served the church well in 2022? Submit your nomination with a brief narrative supporting your 
nomination to Karen Berg, office@fpcbryan.org, or mail to First Presbyterian Church, 1100 Carter Creek Pkwy, Bryan, 77802,
by SUN, JAN 29. Submit your nomination today! 

Save the Date! 
 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
5:00PM 
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YOUTH (GR 6-12) 

YOUTH GROUP 
SUN, JAN 22 & 29, FEB 5, 12:00pm to 2:00pm. 
Youth are meeting at a new time! On Sundays immediately 
following worship (around Noon), come to Carter Creek 
Foyer for lunch and to see what the new year is bringing. 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2023 
Confirmation is an opportunity to celebrate the 
youth of our church and their decision to make 
a public profession of faith. Beginning SUN, 
FEB 5, confirmation classes will be held during 
the Church School Hour (9:20am-10:20am) in 
Room 10 most Sundays (with a few 
exceptions). Each Confirmation Class partici-
pant is paired with a men tor who is a member  

of the church for this process. If you do not have a person in 
mind, we will help you pair up with a church member. It is 
also important to note that your mentor cannot be your 
parent, Pastor Emily, Pastor Ted, or Ryan. Watch your inbox 
for the final schedule. 
To sign up, email Ryan at youth@fpcbryan.org today! 
 

CONCLAVES, MARCH 17-19 
Conclaves is a fun, faith-filled weekend at Camp 
Cho-Yeh in Livingston that will enable youth to 
grow closer to God and connect with other 
young people from all over our presbytery! 
Youth will engage in Bible Study and small groups, 
experience dynamic worship, participate in a mission project, 
explore ways to connect with God, and of course have a blast 
playing games and making new friends! Watch your inbox 
for registration details! 
 

WORSHIP WORKSHEET CHALLENGE! 
All youth are invited to participate in 
Worship Worksheet Lottery. Come to 
church, complete a worship work-
sheet (on Ryan's office door) and re- 

turn it to the same place to be entered into the monthly lottery 
for a gift card! This is the easiest way to enter a chance to 
win. Be forewarned! We read your responses. Incomplete 
worksheets or those reflecting little or no effort will not be 
entered in the lottery.  

KIDS’ JOKE CORNER 
Q: How does a snowman get to work? (See answer to the right) 

YOU†h
Haps

Youth Ministries (youth@fpcbryan.org) 

MINISTRYon the                                  
Mission Committee, (office@fpcbryan.org) 

Elementary Happenings Beth Truax, Children’s Ministry Coordinator (children@fpcbryan.org) 

Greetings Beloved Families! 
For the remainder of the month, we will learn about the beginning of Jesus’ ministry at His 

baptism and blow bubbles as we think of ways to share God’s Word. Then we will learn how Jesus 
called His disciples, and about the ‘timing’ of things in our lives. Lastly, we’ll follow Jesus into the 
wilderness, and play a game making foolish and wise decisions. Our “Big Ideas” each week are; “We 
can follow Jesus.” “God makes us ready at the right time.” “God’s words help us make wise choices.” 

I pray that you are doing well at home and school; forgiving, sharing, and being kind. There is a place for you at our 
table. Come join the experience. Give thanks and praise every day for our Heavenly Lord. Blessings! 

Faith, peace and joy to you daily, Your Teacher, Mudder Beth  (God’s Will. God’s Plan. God’s Time.) 

A: By icicle! 

“STOCK THE PANTRY” IN FEBRUARY 

The Brazos Church Pantry has requested the following 
items for February’s collection: Cereal, 
Juice Boxes, Pudding Cups, and Rice 
 (1 lb. bags). Consider picking up a few 
extras when you’re shopping. Monetary 
donations are also accepted. 
Thank you!  

 

THANK YOU, FPC! 

Greetings First Presbyterian Church, 
As CEO of Twin City mission, I along with our Program 
Directors, would like to take to take this opportunity to 
express our gratitude for your generous donations 
throughout this julie_truax@outlook.com year. Your 
faithful generosity allows us to serve year-round in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Thank you again and God bless. 

Sincerely, 
Dorothy Nevil, CEO Twin City Mission, Bryan  

MEN’S LUNCH GROUP 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 11:30am 
Koppe Bridge, 3940 Harvey Rd, College Station 

Rick Page, rick.page57@gmail.com. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 

1ST WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 6:30am 
Carter Creek Foyer, First Presbyterian Church, Bryan

RSVP: Allyn Jordan, allyn@jordanhome.net 

Young adults hold social gatherings periodically (with and 
without children). All young adults are invited to join FPC 
social events. For more information, reach out to Julie 
Truax, julie_truax@outlook.com.  
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