
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 
“Immediately they left their nets and followed him.”  - Matthew 4:20 

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

 January 22, 2023 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 
 10:45 a.m.  Link to worship videos available at: www.fpcbryan.org  

 
 WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 
  

 PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP I Will Arise and Go to Jesus Walker’s Southern Harmony, arr. Mark Hayes 
  (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 415.) 
 

 OPENING SENTENCES from Psalm 84 
Welcome to worship this morning!  
Let us remember the words of Psalm 84:  
“Blessed are those whose strength is in you, and in whose heart are the highways to your Kingdom.” 
 

 * HYMN NO. 263 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! CORONATION 
All hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; 

bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all! 
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all! 

 

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, ye ransomed from the fall, 
hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all! 
Hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all! 

 

Let every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball 
to him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all! 
To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all! 

 

O that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all! 
We’ll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all! 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

PREACHER 
Rev. Ted Foote 

 
LITURGISTS 

Julie Truax 
Rev. Dr. George E. Klett, 

Parish Associate 
 

USHERS | GREETERS 

Margaret Guillory 
Adam Hartman 

Nancy Self 
Ethan Truax 

 
MUSICIANS 

Lisa Walston, Pianist & Organist 
David Kipp, Director of Music Ministries 

Chancel Choir 
 

AUDIO-VISUAL | SOUND 

Yesdel Benitez Posada 
Nicole McKinley 

Jerry Norris 
Bill Watson 

 
COVER ART 

Photo of 
commercial fishing nets drying 

(United Kingdom) 
 

COPYRIGHT LICENSES 

Hymns for Glory to God: 
The Presbyterian Hymnal 

CCLI 196019; CVLI 504246321 
OneLicense.net A-718836 

 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church | 1100 Carter Creek Parkway | Bryan, Texas 77802 
PH. 979.823.8073 | FAX. 979.822.7063 | Website: www.fpcbryan.org | Email: office@fpcbryan.org 

Find “First Presbyterian Church of Bryan, Texas” on FACEBOOK 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 

Live-streamed worship will be viewable via www.fpcbryan.org, 
with a click on the homepage “sentence about worship” or 
small red YouTube icon in far top right of homepage screen 

 

3
RD

 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, JANUARY 22, 2023 
  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-Room 10  
10:45am Worship-S*  
12:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Group-CCF/FH 
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 2023 
12:30pm Circle I-L  
  5:30pm Cub Scout Pack 350-FH  
  5:30pm Christian Education Committee-304 
  6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal-BR  
  7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 976-FH 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2023 
  6:00pm Children's Center Ministry Committee-L  
  6:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal-S* 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2023 
  6:00pm Wednesday Night Dinner Group-Feed Barn, Bryan 
  
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2023 

11:30am Staff Meeting-L  
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 2023 

 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2023 

  9:00am Cub Scout Pack 350 Pinewood Derby-CCF/FH  
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TH
 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, JANUARY 29, 2023 

  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-Room 10  
10:45am Worship-S*  
12:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Group-CCF/FH 

* Loving childcare provided.

 

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



 PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION, ASSURANCE OF PARDON, AND JOYFUL RESPONSE 
Let us pray our praise and humbly confess our sin, wanderings, and failings to God. Let us pray together . . . 
How we praise you, Eternal One, for atoms and molecules, for galaxies and ecosystems, for love 
experienced and reconciliations in process. Yet we also confess pride, defensiveness, rationalizing, and 
even arrogance within us, which are shortcomings you would amend. We have measured our lives and 
others’ lives by standards which are more the making of cultures and prevailing attitudes – including our 
own – than by values and mercies which are yours. Forgive us this, and all our sin. Today and always, 
help us hear your call from grace in order to follow as faithful disciples in the way and spirit of Jesus 
Christ. (We pray in silence.) 

  Friends, let us hear and share with gladness the unearnable and supreme news of the Gospel: 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
 EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 * HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 CALL FOR OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  (To give online, please see the paragraph on p. 3 about “Online Giving” with QR Code.) 
 INSTRUMENTAL OFFERTORY  Here I Am, Lord Daniel Schutte, arr. Lloyd Larson 
  (For lyrics, see Hymn No. 69.) 

(Children are encouraged to remain for the entire worship service. 
For parents who prefer, childcare is offered for infants in Room 108 

and toddlers and preschoolers in Room 103 of the 31st St. hallway. Pagers are available.) 
 
 SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 4:12-23  
  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  

 
 ANTHEM  Beautiful Savior arr. John Coates 

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration, Now and forevermore be Thine! 

 
 GOSPEL PROCLAMATION “Immediately” Is Also “Continually” for Kingdom and Commonwealth 
 
 STATEMENT OF FAITH from the PC(USA)’s “A First Catechism” (1998) 
 QUESTION 26. What did Jesus do during his life on earth? 

RESPONSE:  He called disciples to follow him.  He fed the hungry, healed the sick, blessed children, befriended 
outcasts, required people to repent, and forgave their sins.  He taught people not to fear but to trust always 
in God.  He preached the good news of God’s love and gave everyone hope for new life.   
 

 QUESTION 38. What does God’s Spirit do for the church?   
RESPONSE:  The Spirit gathers us to worship God, builds us up in faith, hope, and love, and sends us into the 
world to proclaim the gospel and to work for justice and peace. 
 

* HYMN NO. 721 (st. 1,2,3) Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore PESCADOR DE HOMBRES 
Lord, you have come to the lakeshore looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones; 

you only asked me to follow humbly. 
           REFRAIN    O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me, and while smiling have spoken my name; 

now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me. By your side I will seek other seas. 
 

You know so well my possessions; my boat carries no gold and no weapons; 
 you will find there my nets and labor.     REFRAIN 

 

You need my hands, full of caring, through my labors to give others rest, 
and constant love that keeps on loving.   REFRAIN 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING, INTERCESSION, AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray … We thank you, O God of all, for your constant creating, drawing near, and making-life-new 
capacity and involvement in this world and with all of your people. Without our asking, you set in motion 
mysteries which both influence lives and sustain goodness. Give each of us and all of us together: light, 
wisdom, and courage to follow as you lead, when the dawn is breaking, when the sun is setting, when the 
dark of night presses close. Heal our spiritual shortcomings, our physical and emotional pain, our relational 
fractures, and our outlooks and perspectives needing correction, repair, reorientation, and invigoration. 
Move us to exhibit an awareness of the importance of healthy boundaries and of collaborative efforts. 
Disturb us from apathy. Prompt our outreach for supporting all who are chronically challenged. Open us to 
celebrate all occasions of the in-breaking of your kingdom and commonwealth, doing so with generosity of 
spirit and gladness of soul! Hear us also praying again today in the way, centuries ago, that Jesus taught: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen. 

 

* HYMN Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples MATERNA CMD 
Today we all are called to be disciples of the Lord, 

to help to set the captive free, make plowshare out of sword, 
to feed the hungry, quench their thirst, make love and peace our fast, 

to serve the poor and homeless first, our ease and comfort last. 
 

Pray justice may come rolling down as in a mighty stream, 
with righteousness in field and town, to cleanse us and redeem. 

For God is longing to restore an earth where conflicts cease, 
a world that was created for God’s harmony of peace. 

 

May we in service to our God act out the living word, 
and walk the road the saints have trod ‘til all have seen and heard. 

As stewards of the earth may we give thanks in one accord 
to God who calls us all to be disciples of the Lord. 

 

* DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

 POSTLUDE On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand Samuel Stennett, arr. by Mark Hayes 
 + + + + + 

At the conclusion of worship today, Rev. Foote will be in the narthex. 
 

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES are available in the narthex. Please help yourself or ask an usher for assistance. 
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TH
 SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, JANUARY 29, 2023 

  9:20am Church School for all ages-VC  
  9:20am Church School: Youth Class-Room 10  
10:45am Worship-S*  
12:00pm Youth (GR 6-12) Group-CCF/FH 

* Loving childcare provided.

 

A WARM WELCOME! 

We are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.  

______________ 
* Please stand in body or spirit. 
 Text in bold face type is to be read by all. 



January 22, 2023 First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP. Worship related activity sheets and markers are available on 
the tables in the Narthex. Room 108 is available for your nursery needs. If you are unfamiliar with our 
building and need assistance, an usher will be pleased to help you. Also, two rocking chairs are located 

in the narthex, where the worship service can be heard via a ceiling speaker. 
 

NEW MEMBERS may be received any Sunday by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of 
membership. If you feel led to inquire about becoming a church member or deepening your commitment 

as a disciple of Jesus Christ, please indicate your desire on the fellowship folder or call the church 
(979.823.8073) or email Pastor Ted Foote (tfoote@fpcbryan.org) or Associate Pastor Emily Béghin 

(ebeghin@fpcbryan.org). They will be glad to arrange a mutually convenient Sunday when you can be 
received by the Elders and introduced to the congregation. 

 
NOMINATE A “VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR” 

Volunteers are essential to the ministry of FPC-Bryan. They contribute 
countless hours to the work and ministry of this congregation in so many 
ways—serving on Session/ Foundation, leading/coordinating Church 
School, ushering, singing in the choir, ringing bells, answering phones, 

leading/coordinating big projects, and so much more! Each year, the Volunteer of the Year is usually honored for 
his/her contributions to the church at the Annual Meeting of the Congregation following worship (Feb 12). 

Know of an individual who has served the church well in 2022? Submit your nomination with a brief narrative 
supporting your nomination to Karen Berg, office@fpcbryan.org, or mail to First Presbyterian Church, 1100 Carter 
Creek Pkwy, Bryan, 77802, by Sunday, January 29. Submit your nomination today! 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2023 
Beginning Sunday, February 5, Confirmation Class 2023 for FPC Youth will be held during the Church 
School Hour (9:20am-10:20am) in Room 10. As part of the class (in-person and online), youth participants 
are paired with a mentor who is a member of the church. Video li  nks will be included in Youth Digest 
weekly email blasts. Want to know more and/or sign up? Email Ryan at youth@fpcbryan.org! 
 

ONLINE GIVING. To make a gift online, please scan the QR Code to your right or visit us at 
www.fpcbryan.org and click iGivei in the upper righthand corner. When making your donation, you can 
select and specify: Regular Giving (Pledges or Funds for operations budget) and/or Special Giving (special 
offerings, Brazos Church Pantry, memorials, etc.). 

 

Find all of our social media in one place! 
 Visit https://linktr.ee/fpcbryan or scan the QR Code (to your left) 
 On the web www.fpcbryan.org (newsletter, announcements, worship bulletin, calendar, …) 
 BE THE FIRST TO KNOW when WORSHIP and ACTIVITY videos are uploaded to our YouTube 

channel! Go to: www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofBryanTexas, Click ISUBSCRIBEI 
 Facebook www.facebook.com/FPCBryan 
 Instagram www.instagram.com (fpcbryantx1867 and fpcbryan_youth) 

 

Share prayer needs and church group news with fellow FPC participants on Church Updates! 
FPC-Bryan’s online tool for YOU to post church-related announcements, ways to serve, and your prayer needs.  
While users receive a weekly reminder email on Thursdays to view new posts, this online tool is “REAL TIME.” 

Contact Karen in the church office, 979.823.8073 or office@fpcbryan.org to set up your account. 
Then, login at https://fpcbtx.churchupdates.org/login to create your password-protected account. 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the newsletter, The Chimes, is NOON, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5. 
This newsletter will be distributed on or before Thursday, February 9, and covers news 

from February 16-. Submit your church news to: office@fpcbryan.org. 
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“Immediately” Is Also “Continually” for Kingdom and for Commonwealth 
Matthew 4:12-23                                                                                                      January 22, 2023  
Ted V. Foote, Jr.                                                                                             First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas  

In both Matthew and Mark’s storytelling about Jesus, “immediately” is intended to indicate how 
Jesus’ presence created an instantaneous response – with no delay at all. Often, though, we hear 
“immediately,” and we also think, “now accomplished,” and/or “from here at this point, we’re moving on 
to the next event or chapter.”  We hear, “Immediately they left their nets and followed him,” and it is 
natural to think, “Well, off they went, never returning. No, never returning, and their fate is – if not 
unknown – at least unclear as a matter of record, and mostly remains in the category of legend. So we 
might say about the first disciples of Jesus.  

The report of Matthew here (along with Mark 1:18,20) indicates that, when Jesus’ call is heard, 
these fisherfolk respond. They leave their nets where they were cleaning them near their boats, and 
IMMEDIATELY – without delay – they depart to follow Jesus, who has called them. Plenty of preaching 
has legitimately claimed and argued that the point of this “call story” is to evoke in all who hear, read, and 
study these verses a sense that everything important for life is “on the line” when God’s call in Jesus is 
first heard clearly and decisively. For emphasis, I’m repeating that sentence: Plenty of preaching has 
legitimately claimed and argued that the point of this “call story” is to evoke in all who hear, read, and 
study these verses a sense that everything important for life is “on the line” when God’s call in Jesus is 
first heard clearly and decisively. I would agree. 
 From this first point of understanding “immediately” as a description of perceived urgency, two 
angles seem to form a fork in the trail. The first angle of interpretation seems to ask, “What happens when 
we do not respond immediately – as Andrew and Simon Peter and James and John responded 
immediately?” If that had happened, I suspect Jesus keeps on walking down the beach looking for the four 
fisherfolk he desired to make the team of disciples who would learn from his teaching ministry. He would 
hypothetically not give up, but would continue his search. And possibly, if he arrived at the end of the 
beach without recruiting four fisherfolk, Jesus would retrace his steps and come back around once more 
to call out and challenge the same four potential disciples. Who knows?  

A second angle of interpretation asks a question like, “What happens beyond leaving fishing nets 
in their lives (and what happens in your life and mine related to what we might walk away from, whether 
one is walking away from fishing nets or landscaping, classroom instruction, scientific research, 
investments, athletics, or fine arts?) if following Jesus is what we sense is exactly what we are claimed for 
doing? What happens beyond what we leave behind? 

No matter what we have left behind as the focus-priority of our lives, when following Jesus Christ, 
we perceive challenges which will be faced and addressed from the love of God with the power to influence 
for good. Said again: No matter what we have left behind as the focus-priority of our lives, when following 
Jesus Christ, we perceive challenges which will be faced and addressed from the love of God with the 
power to influence for good. When a person perceives Jesus’ call to grow in and serve from God’s faith, 
hope, and love, transforming change develops personally and close – with oneself, with family, with one’s 
“near community.” AND when a person perceives Jesus’ call to grow in and serve from God’s faith, hope, 
and love, transforming change develops personally and with an expanding distance – that is, regionally 
and globally. A conscious awareness develops orienting disciples to other people who are as different in 
degree as certain others are familiar. A conscious awareness develops that people who are different from 
one’s self are as much family and neighbor as those who share very similar DNA to you and me. 

Jesus’ call to leave behind one’s familiar focus-priority to grow in and serve from God’s faith, hope, 
and love seeks a response of following Jesus immediately, but that call is also continual, and is new every 
day. As the old preacher prayed, “We thank you, God, that this day unique in its possibilities. There’s 
never been a day like this in the past. There will never be a day like this in the future. For that very reason, 
help us to cherish it and to serve you in it. Amen.”  

The call to follow Jesus as a disciple has immediate and continual characteristics. Moreover, this 
call relates to both Kingdom and Commonwealth. There exist in the world many forms of government and 



societal patterns as people organize in communities. A kingdom or monarchy has a ruler above all others 
– with a line of succession, even if there is also a parliament or legislature or constitution with the 
monarchical form of government. England is such a kingdom with a parliament. A democracy, though, 
elects even the highest-level leaders along with the parliament or legislature. A Communist form of 
government almost never has free and un-manipulated elections. And yet, followers of Jesus have existed 
and lived among empires and tribal groups, among monarchies, authoritarian regimes, representative 
republics, and “pure democracies.” The form of government, therefore does not seem to make or break 
followers of Jesus; but followers of Jesus can contribute to the improvement of government and to the 
defense of what is good about government, this even when no one can see the future. No one can see the 
future of what is personal and up close as “near community.” No one can see the future of what is personal 
yet wider regionally and even globally. The term “commonwealth,” at its root, describes a shared 
enterprise of community which is inclusive of all; yet even in a commonwealth, no one can see the future. 

In 2013 Daniel James Brown wrote “The Boys in the Boat.” That boat carried the name “Husky 
Clipper.” It was not a usual “lake boat,” like the boats of Andrew, Simon Peter, James, and John, from 
which they cast their nets fishing. The Husky Clipper was a rowing shell, in which sat eight long-oars-
persons and a coxswain, who was their voice director sitting in the back of the boat, but facing forward. 
“The Boys in the Boat” is subtitled, “Nine Americans and their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin 
Olympics.” How does Daniel James Brown’s meticulously researched and comprehensive story relate to 
Jesus’ calling four fisherfolk to leave their drying fish nets and follow him for learning faith, hope, and 
love in service toward God’s Kingdom and Commonwealth? Here’s how … Mr. Brown’s book has many 
descriptions of the local scenes in the United States, particularly the Pacific Northwest, as well as scenes 
in Germany, where Adolph Hitler’s Third Reich government prepared for the 1936 Olympics, even as that 
government also (longer-range) planned for a war of conquest, annexation, and genocide. Among those 
scenes is one in which Mr. Brown describes the United States’ rowing team wandering through the town 
ten minutes’ drive from the narrow lake where they would soon compete. He says, “If they passed by the 
Hirschhahn’s clothing store and peeked in during a weekday morning or afternoon, they would see Richard 
and Hedwig and their two pre-teen daughters at work.” The author did not invent the Hirschhahn family 
as fiction. Of the four of them, only the older daughter would escape the death camps to which – in two 
short years – all four would be taken. The author writes, “Like the Hirschhahns, many citizens of that 
Berlin suburb whom the USA rowing team passed on the street that afternoon were doomed in the not-so-
distant future” (p. 333). And the lives of those university upperclassmen constituting the USA rowing team 
would change as well. All nine would survive the war in the first half of the 1940s, but their engineering 
degrees would be utilized and employed in the manufacturing of military aircraft and designing bunkers 
and runways in defense of democracy and of God’s greater Kingdom and Commonwealth. At any moment 
in the present, we can never see the future, can we? 

Yet we can hear the call to go beyond our close-priority-focus in order to serve with others and 
serve among others for a kingdom and a commonwealth against which powers that despise certain citizens 
of God’s world attempt to gain the upper hand by seeking to set one group against another with resentment. 
Tribalism and imperialism in any form – whether in Jesus’ day underneath the overlording of Rome, or in 
the 1930s and 40s with nationalistic fascism, or in the 2020s with anti-democratic authoritarianism – are 
government-and-society types which are opposed to Jesus calling and leading toward a Kingdom and a 
Commonwealth which seeks to lift up all types of people rather than to marginalize and eliminate.  

So when Jesus calls with an immediate response being desired continually, it’s no anti-fishing or 
anti-landscaping, no anti-classroom instruction or anti-scientific research, no anti-investments or anti-
athletics, or anti-fine arts bias. In fact, you may well still be in the same occupation as when you started 
the day, or the year, or the decade; but your priority-focus will deepen and broaden as you grow to serve 
through faith, hope, and love following this Jesus; and God’s continually being revealed Kingdom and 
Commonwealth will be alive through you and through so many others. May we immediately and 
continually surrender and leave our priority focus perspectives as we hear God’s call in life from the same 
Jesus who called the four fisherfolk so many years ago. – All honor and praise be to God. 
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