
Called to Be: Choosing Life and Demonstrating Wakefulness 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Mark 13:35-37                                                                   February 12, 2023  
Ted V. Foote, Jr.                                                                                             First Presbyterian Church, Bryan, Texas  
 

  
 
 Let me say at the beginning what you may be too polite to say to me out-loud, but 
which you may be thinking about this morning’s bulletin cover illustration. You certainly 
may think or even say, “Foote, you could not find something more attractive than this for 
our worship bulletin? Was the Google search for images on your computer not working 
this week? You knew our Brazos Community Church/ United Methodist friends would be 
joining us in worship. Why subject them to this hen-scratch? This is your last Sunday to 
preach with Pastor Emily here, because she’s preaching next week. Is this the impression 
you want to leave with her about worship at FPC-Bryan? If I couldn’t print in English any 
better than you can, I don’t think I’d try to print in Hebrew or Greek either.” And finally, 
“Someone’s going to think, Foote, that Tim Montana and the Shrednecks in 2015 were 
thinking about you when they sang, ‘If it weren’t for low class, we’d have no class at all.” 
 It’s certainly ok for y’all to think that. In fact, this was written on the clean side of a 
leftover, previously printed document: Scratch-paper. The two Scripture readings this 
morning, however, offer themes which, in current culture, are politicized and weaponized. 
In today’s culture, you’ve heard of being “pro-life” and of being “woke.”. Many folks say, 
“You should be pro-life (and therefore against abortion without exception); and you should 
never be ‘woke’ in race-discrimination or gender-discrimination, because there’s no need 
to be ‘woke.’” From their origins, though, these readings from Deuteronomy and Mark 
point us to God’s purpose convicting us of not measuring up and of setting and living by 
our own preferred standards. These two Scriptures continually call us to measure up to 
standards which are not legitimate because any culture or political group says so, and which 
are not legitimate even when a given faith community says so. Mentioned here in Scripture, 
these two themes describe standards which are God’s, and which beckon us to live into 
God’s purposes, not our own, and not according to our own twisted interpretations. For this 
reason, the bulletin cover includes ancient Hebrew and Greek so that we don’t overly focus 



on a 21st century English translation-reading (even mis-reading), and thus be reminded how 
these verses are much older than our current cultural and political arguments. 
 When Moses declares, “Choose life … loving the Lord your God,” he’s declaring (I think) 
how God’s nature and presence both create life and give life an enlivening character. Certain 
Hebrew scholars have argued that this “life” and “enlivenment” is not about religious doctrine, 
not about medical procedures or rulings declaring when life begins, but more akin to breathing, 
engaging, partnering, creating art, singing, dancing, celebrating, and serving. And loving the Lord 
your God is the launching pad and the plowed and seeded garden for loving with dignity and 
respect other persons because they belong to God as you and I belong to God. 
 Then, when Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane immediately before his arrest by the 
authorities of State and religion, he admonishes and coaches his sleepy headed and hoping-to-
take-it-easy disciples to stay wakeful.  This does not mean “never sleep,” because we all need 
sleep. It means that God comes among us from love, in love, and so that we will live toward love. 
That’s who Jesus was, and is still. God comes among us from love, in love, and so that we will 
live toward love. Are you wakeful to that reality? Are you aware? Do you perceive? That’s why 
it is so risky to declare or teach, “Don’t be ‘woke.’” In the broadest and best sense, “woke” means 
growing in a life-long awareness that discrimination, violence, and brokenness in society and 
against individuals and communities are part of history and still are part of who we are today.  
 Choosing life and staying wakeful (or ‘woke’) are not partisan choices, for one side or 
group or another. Choosing life as God creates and enlivens, and staying wakeful (or ‘woke’) are 
ways of life and ways of being God’s people. Otherwise we surely and certainly fall short. Who 
wants that falling short?    When I visit with folks in Bryan/College Station, or at a distance, and 
they ask me about First Presbyterian-Bryan, I most often say, “It’s a church of Republicans, 
Democrats, and Independents, people of are all ages, varied in education and income levels, in 
theology some more traditional, some more progressive. They’re imperfect all the time, and sense 
their identity and discipleship to be on various spectrums. They live and journey each day with 
faith and hope that God meets them and others to grow us by grace and with love for God and all 
of God’s people.” That’s how I describe you and us. If you think that’s inaccurate, please tell me. 

In 1987, Annie Dillard wrote a memoir of her growing up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
from the mid-1950s into the mid-1960s. As part of a large Presbyterian Church there, she writes 
of sitting in the balcony when in high school and wondering of all the people, older and younger 
in the church: “Who really has a sense of Jesus with his original disciples? No one I know here 
really measures up.” Yet she also sensed that, in all their variety, there was something sincere in 
their praying. Were they hoping to be open to how God would seek to open them? (pgs.191-199) 

In Nadio Bolz-Weber’s 2015 book, “Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong 
People,” Pastor Nadia tells of young adult Andie, who identified somewhere on the LBGTQ 
spectrum. Andie once told Pastor Nadia how she was sensing a spiritual crisis, because she was 
beginning to believe in Jesus. Pastor Nadia replied, “Yes, sometimes Jesus hunts us down seeking 
a strong relationship.” Five years later, when Pastor Nadia wrote “Accidental Saints,” Andie was 
a steadfast faith community disciple, having been “hunted down by Jesus”! (pgs.145-147) 
 Without worrying that we can be ridiculed by some for not being pro-life and always anti-
abortion, and ridiculed for being woke and sensitive to discrimination and harm any-and-
everywhere, let us be journeying from God’s Love, in God’s Love, toward God’s Love, every 
day, continually wakeful! That’s what God in Jesus seeks of us. – All honor and praise be to God! 


