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 In competitive endeavors – whether athletics, fine arts, business, service organizations and 
institutions, etc. – leaders and all who contribute generally understand the saying that “one is only 
as strong as one’s weakest link.” This also applies to individuals. You know as well as I do that 
there are weaknesses, liabilities, shortcomings, and failings that exist in each one of our lives; and 
we mostly hope that others do not know about those weakness, liabilities, shortcomings, and 
failings, as you yourself and I myself know.  In relay races, the slowest participant (or participants) 
can only run so fast, and no matter how fast the fastest team member is, only so much ground can 
be made up on the teams who have had faster runners against my team’s or your team’s slower 
runners. In band or orchestra, choir or team gymnastics, the group participants with lesser skills 
will affect the performance of the whole group’s efforts. 

As a community of faith reading and taking to heart the challenges of Scripture, we can say 
that the ministries of faith-communities are not competition. There’s certainly truth to that. Neither 
is community-life competition. Some faith communities are endowed with particular gifts or assets 
which are material, financial, numerical, attitudinal, visionary, or focused.  Having the appropriate 
physical facility for the ministries embraced is an important gift and asset. Having too much 
building for the extent of funds available to maintain the physical building is, of course, a weakness 
or liability. Even if one is part of a community of faith with abundant financial means, a person or 
number of people can experience considerable vulnerabilities if the personalities of leaders and 
members are in conflict related to aspects of ministry, and if trust levels are low or non-existent. 
Money is important and helpful, but money will not make us perfect or wonderful. 

Truth be told, ministry is an expression of community. Each person’s faith, hope, and love 
are vulnerable, yes, to life “hurts,” faith “hurts,” hope “hurts,” love “hurts,” to “church hurt,” & to 
interpersonal hurts. This is why & how God’s love is “the still more excellent way.” By ourselves, 
as people, we can’t “pull it off” and get this ministry and wholeness goal done.  Here’s Paul’s 
presentation of argument and encouragement to the church at Corinth, among which he recognizes 
personality conflicts.  In chapter 12, he outlines how personal gifts for ministry exist among them, 
AND how groups know of their assets and liabilities, their strengths and their weaknesses, and 
how it is important that faith communities coordinate their arrangement and employment of gifts 
through the lives of members and leaders. Even with your vulnerabilities, what holds you together 
from chapter to chapter in your history, your present, and your forward-moving? Paul suggests that 
what holds us together is God’s love. Therefore, complaining about “weaker links,” complaining 
about differences, complaining about what we cannot do because of what we do not have, or 
complaining about what we cannot do because of what or who is in our way – Paul says there is a 
still more excellent way to assess faith communities, and maybe other groups as well. 

On Sunday number three during the Lenten season of 2023, First Presbyterian-Bryan is 
considering the challenge to “let go of perfectionism” in order to “embrace God’s re-prioritizing 
us for wholeness.” This is related to Jesus’s teaching from the Sermon on the Mount at Matthew 
5:48: “Be perfect, as your Heavenly Parent is perfect.” Jesus’s actual saying can be translated 
“perfect,” but it’s important to know that the word which Jesus employs focuses on 
“completeness<’ maybe at the end of all time, maybe before the end of time, but it is “perfect” not 
as being flawless, but as being whole in God’s goal of wholeness for all creation – even with all 
creation’s brokenness – with which we are more than well acquainted. You perhaps know the 
saying, “It’s hard to soar with eagles when you live and work among turkeys.” That’ the type of 



attitude Paul encourages each person and faith community to release and leave behind. Serving 
God as a faith community in the world is tough, and our gifts are insufficient. Yet God knows how 
to make up for our inadequacies, insufficiencies, failings, and vulnerabilities. So much of that 
“filling the gap” to help us move toward “a still more excellent way” is from, with, and in God’s 
love embodied in Jesus.  On Friday of this past week, I was in Houston for the memorial service 
of the Reverend Joseph Steven Spidell – “Steve.” Although Steve served as a Presbyterian Church 
(USA) clergy person for decades, his childhood, youth, and early adulthood were lived within and 
through the Church of Christ as a faith community and tradition. Steve’s specialty and immense 
gifts were in Biblical studies, interpretation, and the pastoral, psychological, and psychiatric care 
of patients, families, and care-givers themselves. While I was part of the line at the reception, a 
woman I have known for 29 years said to me about her life in Houston where Steve served: “He 
led a class I attended maybe 25 years ago. I wrote down on a piece of paper what he said to our 
class, and I still carry that piece of paper in one of my Bibles. He told us, ‘Our failures and 
weaknesses are but channels for God’s grace making us stronger.’”  We are not perfect, as in 
flawless. No one is, even if they think they might be. Yet God is able and willing and even insistent 
on taking us with our flaws, shortcomings, and failings and will show us a still more excellent way, 
which is consistent with God’s eternal and cosmic goal, even in the midst of history, for us to 
experience wholeness/completeness. 

Playwright Lanford Wilson in 1979 wrote “Talley’s Folly” for the stage. It portrays the 
evening of July 4, 1944. The characters are two adults, Matt Friedman and Sally Talley. They are 
having a long discussion at a boathouse on a large pond or small lake near Lebanon, Missouri 
(central part of the state, between Springfield and St. Louis). Along in the evening, when they are 
conversing about inadequacies they feel, Matt says to Sally, “So many of us as humans are terrified 
because we basically think of ourselves as eggs fearing we will become cracked. I say we have a 
‘Humpty Dumpty complex’” (p.49). Faith communities at Corinth, and since, all around the globe, 
have Humpty Dumpty complexes. Yet guess what? We already are cracked and partly broken, and 
“all the King’s horses and all the King’s men and women cannot put us back together again.” But 
God’s love can permeate who we are, in more excellent ways than we ever imagine. And that will 
always bring us together in a completeness which witnesses to God’s completeness, just as Jesus 
was describing, and as Paul was teaching and coaching. No, we’re not without flaws, sometimes 
ginormous flaws as communities and as human beings.   

If you asked the people of this city and county, or of this region and Presbytery, “What 
commends God’s ministry through First Presbyterian Church of Bryan?” Would folks say, “They 
are perfect”? “They have great concerts”? “They care for everyone flawlessly all the time”? “They 
all believe the same and never have disagreements”? “They never feel heartbreak or commit 
errors”? If that’s what people say, God help us even more. Well, God help us anyway, because all 
of those statements are made from the wrong perspectives. Isn’t what we want people to say about 
this church something akin to, “Those folks are flawed and imperfect. They sometimes really mess 
up and, on some issues, do not agree ever. But they are made alive and seek to demonstrate care, 
to promote community well-being, and to share in the experience of God’s completeness with just 
about everyone, because, well, you know, the greatest gift among them is God’s love, which will 
not quit working with or through them.” Let’s hope they say something like that. – All honor and 
praise be to God. 

 
 


