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Pastor 
Reverend Richard Rosinski 
 rrosinski@stthomasmorechurch.org 
Associate Pastor 
Reverend Louis Tosto 
 ltosto@rockforddiocese.org 
 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Newton 
Mr. Jack Roder 
Mr. Gregory Stevens 
 

Saint Thomas More 
Education Center 847.742.3959 
 

Preschool-Grade 8 www.stmcentral.org 
Mrs. Ann Hawkinson, Principal 
 ahawkinson@stmcentral.org 
 

Religious Ed  847.888.4887 
Mrs. Michelle Tack, Director 
 mtack@stthomasmorechurch.org 
 

RCIA  847.888.4887 
Ms. Linda McEwan, Coordinator 
 lmcewan@stthomasmorechurch.org 
 

Saint Edward Central Catholic H. S. 
  847.741.7535 
 355 Locust Street, Elgin                  www.stedhs.org 
 

Music and Liturgy 847.888.1682 
Mrs. Jeanne Anne Aukofer, Director x 12 
 jaukofer@stthomasmorechurch.org 
 

Evangelization 847.888.1682 
Mrs. Sharon Hall, Director x 16 
 shall@stthomasmorechurch.org 
 

Youth Ministry 847.888.1682 
Mrs. Lisa Gaston, Director x 19 
 lgaston@stthomasmorechurch.org 
 

Business Office 847.888.1682 
Mrs. Olga Pomella, Manager                      x 13 
  opomella@stthomasmorechurch.org 
 

Parish Office  847.888.1682 
Fax 847.888.3198 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
 

Mass Schedule 
Weekend: Saturday 5:00 pm; 
Sunday         8:00, 10:00 am & 12:00 pm 
Weekday:  Monday-Friday  8:30 am 
 

Confessions:  Saturday 3:30-4:30 pm, 
Wednesday 9:00-10:00 am or by appointment 
 

Rosary:  prayed before the 8:30 am Mass 
Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesday,  9:00 am 
                                                     Benediction,   4:00 pm 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As Gospel stewards, grateful for what God has given, 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church community commits itself 
to the renewal of parish life through evangelization, worship, 

outreach to the poor, and community living. 



SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:30-4:30 pm or by appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick:  By appointment. 
Baptism:  The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the first and 
third weekends of the month at 1:00 pm or during the 5:00 pm or 
12:00 pm Masses. Parents need to be registered members and should be faithful in 
attending Mass. Participation in a baptismal preparation class is required. Please call 
Sharon Hall at the parish office to make an appointment: 847.888.1682 extension 16. 
Matrimony: Arrangements should be made at least six months in advance.  
Couples must meet with a priest to set a date and must participate in a marriage 
preparation program. 

SICK & HOMEBOUND 
If you are unable to come to church and would like to receive Holy Communion, please 
call the parish office: 847.888.1682. 
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REASONS TO ENROLL  

YOUR CHILD AT  

ST. THOMAS MORE 

SCHOOL! 
• We provide an education that integrates our Catholic faith and teaching throughout 

all our academic subjects. 

• Parents are partners in their child’s faith formation. 

• STM School sets high academic standards and assists with the success of each child. 

• Our Kindergarten has long been a full day of academics, where the children are 
prepared for the first grade. 

• Kindergarten through eighth grades students and faculty attend Mass weekly and 
Catholic traditions are celebrated throughout the liturgical year. 

• Service to others is emphasized throughout the school year. 

• Technology is utilized by the teachers and students to enhance learning. 

• Students are prepared to be productive citizens and future leaders. 

• Each child understands and models respect for self and others. 

• Moral development and self-discipline are accentuated. 

• STM Catholic School offers a culture where faculty and staff are dedicated, caring, 
and effective. 

• Faculty, staff, and leadership are effective role models of our faith. 
 

We encourage you to contact the STM school office after August 1st for a tour or more  
information. Contact ahawkinson@stmcentral.org or the website at www.stmcentral.org. 

 
 
 

Gertrude Bohne-mother of Gail Leyden 
Jessie Trimarco 

 
 

WEDDING 
John Southammavong  
& Maria Ramirez 
 

 

Adriel Arroyo 
Madelynn Marie Kolliker 
Rayden Rivero 
 

 

We pray 
for those who are ill:  

 
Marian Asplund, Christine Baczeik,  
Helen Baier, Gerard Barnicle, Virgil Beard, 
Shirley Bednarke; Margaret Brantley,  
Gracie Canning, Leola Christopherson, 
Mac Connell, Theresa Cortesi,  
Milagrof Daquiwag, Edna Enriquez,  
Federico Enriquez, Enrico Espina,  
Ed Frederick, James Frederick,  
Nadine Frett, Mary Fusek, Wilma Gabanit,  
Patricia Ghilardi, Linda Girardi,  
Cathy Hanes, Josephine Hanson,  
Gloria Jean, Gloria Jordan, Dennis Kittler, 
Ken Kline, Karen Kurelo, Robert Larson,  
Carol Legenza, Reynaldo Mangila,  
Mike McCall, Eileen Miller, Gloria Neitzel, 
Bruce Newberg, Tho Nguyen,  
Marian Peterson, Hannah Perkins,  
Chuck Pruter, Lisa Pryor, Lutie Regan, 
Manzella Rocco, Lynn Schmidt,  
Cindy Schoeps, Diane Schumacher,  
Frank Scislowski, Dillon Smith,  
David Snelson, Larry Sorce, Lee Thomas, 
John Urquhart, Judy VanHaxleden,  
Dan Weiler, Carolyn Wisniewski,  
Sharon Wolf 

PRAYER LIST UPDATES 
Please call the parish office at 847-888-1682 

if you would like to add or cancel any 
names on our current prayer sick list. We 

prayerfully welcome all names. 

WORD OF LIFE 
 

“Gracious Father,  
 

I thank you for the mercy you have shown 
in forgiving my sins and for the peace that 
comes from being reconciled with you and 

with your Church.”      “Trust in God’s Mercy” 

 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING  

AWARENESS WEEK ~ JULY 24-JULY 30 
 

The USCCB has designated July 24-July 30, 2016 to  
be NFP Awareness Week, and the Life & Family  
Evangelization Office would like to provide you with 
resources that will be of assistance to you. 
 

The theme for this year is Love, Mercy, Life-Natural Family Planning, Opening the 
Heart of Marriage. This slogan was inspired by the Holy Father’s call for a Jubilee  
Year of Mercy, a special time of grace in the Church wherein all, including married  
couples and families, are invited to open their hearts more fully to the unconditional 
love, mercy and life Christ and the Church offer us. The church teaches that the  
sacrament of marriage symbolizes Christ's relationship with His Church. What is  
this relationship but one of total, faithful, permanent, and fruitful love! For more  
information and resources please call Jennifer Collins at 815-399-4300 ext. 370 or 
contact her at jcollins@rockforddiocese.org. 



LIFE MATTERS 
Any woman who is pregnant and in need 
can turn for help to the pro-life movement. 
She never has to feel that abortion is an 
option. People anywhere in the country 
can find assistance at the following numbers: 
 

The Life Center  847.622.1235 
Fox Valley Pregnancy 847.697.0200 
Catholic Charities 800.759.7626 
National Life Center 800.848.5683 
For Post-Abortion Healing 
Project Rachel  800.593.2273 
   815.387-3379 
   877.467.3463 

 

 

JULY 3, 2016 
Stewardship of Treasure……………….$16,792 

MONTH OF JUNE 2016 
Stewardship of Treasure…….………..$80,735 
Budget………………………………..………….$83,136 
Variance……………………………………..…$( 2,401) 

MONTHLY JUNE TITHES 
St. Vincent de Paul received $650 
support from the parish. 
 

The following organizations received a 
tithe of $420 each: 

• Pads of Elgin 

• Society of Missionaries of  
St. Francis Xavier 

• TLC-The Life Center 
 

There’s still time! 
Diocesan Stewardship 
 

You can still place a 
pledge in the Sunday 
collection, mail it to the 
parish office, or visit the 
diocesan secure online 

website to donate at  
http://www.rockforddiocese.org/donate 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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Vincentians, in the name of 
Jesus, strive to comfort, feed, 
clothe, and assist those in 
need. We serve in person, 
keeping all things confidential 
preserving dignity.  

~ 24 hour answering service 847.628.5170 

WELCOME TO ST. THOMAS MORE! 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. Thomas More, registration 
forms are available on the bulletin board in the Gathering Space-OR-call the 
parish office at 847.888.1682 to request a  form. Return your  completed 
registration form via mail or  place it in the Sunday collection basket. 

OFFICE IS 

CLOSED 

 
The parish office will 
close at noon on 
 July 15, 2016. 

 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
847.888.1682 

 

Olga Pomella, Business Manager x13 
   opomella@stthomasmorechurch.org 
 

Marilyn Bauman, Secretary x10 
   mbauman@stthomasmorechurch.org 
 

Susie Johnson, Secretary x11 
   sjohnson@stthomasmorechurch.org 
 

Lynn Sprangers, Bulletin Editor x18 
...lsprangers@stthomasmorechurch.org 
 

Please feel free to contact us at any 
time with questions or concerns. 

STEP IT UP SHOE DRIVE ~ CONSIDER DONATING 
The First Baptist Church of Elgin is excited to announce it’s 8th Annual 
STEP IT UP Shoe Drive. The distribution day will be on July 30th. The  
purpose is to give children the opportunity to start school with a new pair  

of tennis shoes that fit! In 2009, 408 pairs of shoes were provided; 2015, 1490 were  
provided and last year 1,550 pairs of shoes were collected. They are seeking assistance 
from our parish as the need rises every year. A collection box is located in our STM  
Gathering Space. This year’s goal is to collect 1,660 pairs of new shoes. New Tennis  
shoes (size child 10 to adult size 11) are accepted. Any monetary donation is also  
accepted and will be used to purchase shoes. Checks can be made out to First Baptist 
Church or online donations at fbcelgin.com . All donations are tax deductible. Call  
Paul Brotzman at 847-707-6494 with questions. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
 

What does it mean to give of yourself completely, without reservation, 
without fear, and without a concern for the cost? Should it matter if the person who needs 
us is unlike us in skin color, religion, or nationality? What does real mercy look like? 
 

Jesus answered these questions beautifully in perhaps the greatest of the stewardship 
parables, the story of the Good Samaritan. Here a Judean traveler has been attacked, 
beaten, and left for dead on the side of the road. Others see him, but the cost to them  
to stop and help is too great. It is a Samaritan, one who is despised by most in the area, 
that stops, and he gives of his time, talent, and treasure to help the poor victim. 
 

Where the Samaritan was going we cannot know for sure, but he stopped to give his 
time to the beaten man. Using oil and wine, he bandaged the wounds. Not everyone  
has the knowledge and skills to care for someone in this manner. Here, he gave of his 
talent. Then he placed the man on his own animal and carried him to an inn the rest  
of the day. The following day he pays the innkeeper, yet leaves explaining that if the  
payment is not enough, when he travels back on through he will repay him whatever 
the cost. Of course, here he shares his treasure. 
 

The sharing of these things is profound enough, but it is the statement of his  
willingness to pay whatever the balance is that elevates this tale to an ultimate  
example of stewardship. The Samaritan does not care how high the cost. He will  
give whatever is needed. This is mature discipleship, to respond to the call of Jesus 
Christ regardless of the cost. This is true stewardship 
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15TH SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME 
 

  "He replied to him, 'You have  
  answered correctly; do this  
  and  you will live.'" In today's  
  Gospel a scholar questions  

Jesus about how to gain eternal life. In case anyone ever 
wonders whether heaven is within reach, one only needs  
to refer to this Gospel. Jesus provides a clear answer that 
gives us a clear plan of action: We are to love God with  
all that we are, and also to love our neighbors. Really, it's 
that simple! 
 

The scholar, however, complicated things to make himself 
look better. Instead of accepting the simplicity of Jesus' 
instruction, he wanted to split hairs, asking, "And who is 
my neighbor?" Jesus replied with the story of the Good 
Samaritan-and the lesson that our neighbors are not just 
those we know or love. Rather, our neighbor is the person that needs our help, the 
person whom we would rather ignore, the person whom God puts in our path. In short, 
everyone is our neighbor and we are called to treat everyone with mercy. This is part of 
how we gain eternal life 
 

But this flows from the first element of Jesus' answer. First and foremost, Jesus instructs 
us to love God "with all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with 
all your mind." When we love God in this way, truly as the Lord of our life, then loving 
our neighbors becomes the easy part. When our hearts and minds are full of the love of 
God-who loves all people-then it will necessarily follow that we too will desire to share 
that love with others and not count the cost. 
 

The Good Samaritan is an excellent example of this kind of love. Without hope of 
repayment, he gave of his time and his money to help the poor victim. But in return, the 
Samaritan will surely "gain eternal life." 

FOR OUR CHILDREN 
Sharing the Gospel 
Jesus wants you to love your neighbors. 
He wants you to help your neighbors. 
You could help the people who live next 
door, or the people that go to your 
church. But Jesus wants you to think 
bigger than that. Jesus wants you to 
help people all around the world - no 
matter where they live, and no matter 
what they believe. 
Prayer 
Dear God, show me how to help others 
around the world. 
Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of people holding hands 
all around the world. They are all our 
neighbors. 
Mission for the Week 
Ask your parents if your family could 
give money to help the missions in  
another country. 

"But a Samaritan traveler 
who came upon him was 
moved with compassion 
at the sight. He approached 
the victim, poured oil and 
wine over his wounds and 
bandaged them. Then he 
lifted him up on his own 
animal, took him to an 
inn, and cared for him."  

- Lk 10:33-34 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 

KATERI TEKAKWITHA ~ JULY 14 
 

   The daughter of an Algonquin mother and a Mohawk chief was  
   born in 1656. When she was four years old her parents and brother 
    died of smallpox. Kateri survived, but the disease left her scarred  
   and her sight impaired. She was named "Tekakwitha," which  
   means "she who bumps into things." Kateri's uncle took her in,  
   and although she wanted to practice the religion of her mother,  

her uncle discouraged her. At the age of eighteen, Kateri began studying the  
Catholic religion in secret. After a time, her uncle 
gave his permission for her to become a Christian as 
long as she did not leave the village. There, she put  
up with ridicule because of her faith. In 1676, Kateri 
fled to Canada where she made her first Communion 
on Christmas, 1677. Although the last years of her life 
were difficult Kateri was known for her kindness  
and good humor. She died on April 17, 1680 and was 
canonized by Pope Benedict in 2012. 



 

SUMMER 

THEOLOGY 

ON TAP SERIES 
 

What is Theology on Tap? Theology on 
Tap is a speaker and discussion series for 
young adults directed towards the needs 
and experiences of young adults. All 
young adults in their 20s and 30s, single 
or married, Catholic or not, are welcome 
to join us. For more information, contact  
Dave Meus at david.meus@gmail.com 
or 224-623-9755. 
 

Mark your calendars for the next sessions: 
 

Where: St. Mary Church, 10307 Dundee 
 Road, Huntley, IL 60142 
 

When: Session 2-Friday, July 15 at 7 pm 
 

Presenter is Fr. Kyle Manno and the 
topic will be “God’s Desire”. Fr. Kyle will 
speak about the desires of our heart, and 
recognizing that God wants to fulfill 
every single one of them, as well as the 
true desire of God. 
 

When: Session 3-Friday, July 29 at 7 pm 
 

Presenter is Fr. Keith Romke and the 
topic will be “What do you seek?” 
Fr. Romke will discuss “What do you 
want?” and “What do you seek?” He will  
propose how to ask the right questions in 
order to find the answers that will give  
direction to your life and that will lead to 
decisions that result in peace and joy. 
 

PLEASE JOIN 

US FOR A 

PICNIC 
 

 
Our friendly group in the St. Thomas More 
Fellowship Club invites you to a fun 
filled day! 
 

When: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 
Time: 12:00 pm-noon 
Where: Tyler Creek Forest Preserve-
 upper pavilion located off Rt. 31 
 just north of big Timber 
 

The club will provide  
hot dogs, brats, buns  
& condiments. Please  
bring your own drink 
and a dish to share. It’s  
a pot luck.  

 

We will have a “bags tournament” for all 
who wish to play. Hope to see you there!! 
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SILVER & GOLD  

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS: 
 

Couples celebrating the milestone wedding anniversaries of 25, 
50, 55, 60, 65, and 70 or more years of marriage in 2016 are invited 
to a special Mass celebrated by Bishop Malloy at St. Mary Parish 
in Huntley, IL on Sunday, August 21st at 2:30 pm. A cake and 
punch reception will immediately follow.  
 
Are you celebrating a special milestone? The Life & Family Evangelization Office  
welcomes your registration by phone 815-399-4300 or online at 
www.rockforddiocese.org/anniversary by August 5th. Commemorative certificates to 
mark this special occasion will be available for those who pre-register for this event. 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN  

INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

(RCIA)~2016-2017 
 

I am looking forward to my new role as the Coordinator for the RCIA  
at St. Thomas More. I became Catholic by going through the RCIA 
 program and have worked with the RCIA program for six years. I also 
studied the RCIA process as part of the Rockford Diocese’s Lay  
Ministry Program. 
 

If you know someone who has expressed an interest in becoming  
Catholic, or was baptized Catholic as a child but never received the sacraments of the 
Eucharist or Confirmation, please encourage them to think about RCIA and attend  
our Open House. The Open House is Wednesday, August 31 at 7pm in the Church and  
is a great opportunity to learn about the RCIA process at STM and to ask any questions 
you might have. 
 

If you have questions or need more information, please contact me at   
lmcewan@stthomasmorechurch.org  

FIRST RESPONDERS MASS 
(FOR POLICE, FIREFIGHTERS, EMTS, PARAMEDICS AND MILITARY)  

ALL FAITHS WELCOME 
 
   The Knights of Columbus 4th Degree Bishop Arthur J. O’Neill  
   Assembly #2381 cordially invite you to join us in prayer and  
   recognition of those who stand in harms way for our Safety  
   and Protection. 
 
 When:  Saturday, August 27, 2016  
 Time:  1:30 pm Mass 
 Where:  St. Mary Huntley, 10307 Dundee Rd. 
   Huntley, IL 
 
 Mass Celebrant: 
 The Most Reverend David J. Malloy DD, JCL. S.T.D. 
 Bishop of Rockford 
 
   RSVP to: Bill Wenzloff at demodude@hotmail.com or call  
   847-915-9214 or Ken Labuda at kennethlabuda@gmail.com or  
   call 224-856-1017.  
 

   There is a hospitality gathering directly after the Mass. 



Monday, July 11 
 8:30 am Souls in Purgatory 

Kenneth Johnson 
 

Tuesday, July 12 
 8:30 am Gavin Glazik 

Joseph Schatz 
 

Wednesday, July 13 
 8:30 am Jack Morrissey 

Jerry Kinsella 
 

Thursday, July 14 
 8:30 am Fred Taeyaerts 

Frances Skytta 
 

Friday, July 15 
 8:30 am Members of the John Reinert 

  Family 
George Baker 

 

Saturday, July 16 
 5:00 pm Maynard Decker 

Joe Romano 
 

Sunday, July 17 
 8:00 am People of St. Thomas More 

Angeles Velasco 
 10:00 am Diane Nierzwicki 

Elizabeth Bacino 
 12:00 pm Charlie Wagener 
  Don Baier 

 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
 
Monday, July 11 
  9:00 am     Book Club-Westminster Room 
  7:00 pm     Book Club-Westminster Room 
 
Tuesday, July 12 
 2:00 pm Book Club-Westminster Room 
  7:00 pm    St. Vincent de Paul-St. Laurence 
 
Wednesday, July 13 
 9:00 am Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 
 4:00 pm Benediction-Chapel 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir-Church 
 
Thursday, July 14 
 9:00 am Intercessory Prayer Group

 -Tudor Room 
 
Saturday, July 16  
 7:00 am Men’s Fellowship- 

 Canterbury Room 
 

After Masses Next Week 
Reverse Collection 

WEEKEND: JULY 16/17 
Presiders 
 5:00 pm Msgr. Linster 
 8:00 am Father  Bob 
 10:00 am Father  Bob 
 12:00 pm Father  Rich 
 
Altar Servers 
 5:00 pm M Dubanowski, C Kriens, A Tiu 
 8:00 am M Darrow, G & N Sajdak 
 10:00 am R Coyle, D Lutzow, M Puchek 
 12:00 pm H Herrero, M Tendy, K Wang 
 
Lectors 
 5:00 pm F Ostdick 
 8:00 am B Sprangers, L Carlsen 
 10:00 am J Walsh, L Coletta 
 12:00 pm L Lesniak 
 
Musicians 
 5:00 pm K Lockard, S Ward,  
  G Andorka, J A Aukofer 
 8:00 am M Weller, M McCarty, H Relihan 
 10:00 am B Molitor, C Powers, J A Aukofer 
 12:00 pm Servant Choir 
 
Eucharistic Ministers 
 5:00 pm R Seisser, J Taeyaerts,  

K Newton, L McEwan,  
D & T Eternick, G Stevens 

 8:00 am L Becci, C & L Holze, L Heuer, 
M Gogoel, J Roder,  
M F Patterson 

 10:00 am C Puchek, M Hudson, M Hesch, 
R Wiel, L Asmussen,  
D Varley, L Gaston, B Newton, 
Z Rodriguez 

 12:00 pm M Pechay, D Escanilla, R O’Neil 
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If you would like to have a Mass  
said for someone, please call the parish 

office to schedule the date and time. 
The contribution for reserving the 

intention of a Mass is $10.00. READINGS FOR  

THE WEEK OF JULY 10 
 

Sunday: Dt 30:10-14/Ps 69:14, 17,  
 30-31, 33-34, 36-37 or  
 Ps 19:8-11/Col 1:15-20 
 Lk 10:25-37 
Monday: Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16-17,  
 21, 23Mt 10:34-11:1 
Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-8/Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-10, 
 14-15/Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19 
 Ps 102:13-21/Mt 11:28-30 
Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38: 
 10-12, 16/Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-4, 7-8, 14
 Mt 12:14-21 
Next Sunday: Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-5 
 Col 1:24-28/Lk 10:38-42 






