
NOVEMBER 10 ,  2019  32ND SUNDAY IN ORDIN ARY T IME  

St. Thomas More Catholic Church 

www.stthomasmorechurch.org 

Inside 
Ministry 

Reviews 

p2 & p3 
Council Review 

School Review 

p4 
Financial 

Charts 

p5 



 

2 | FOLLOW US ON      ACEBOOK AND      INSTAGRAM  

St. Augustine tells us, “A cry from deep within our being, music is a way for God         

to lead us to the realm of higher things.”  The purpose of music ministry at             

Saint Thomas More is to deepen and focus our communal and individual prayer and 

worship experience. 

 All ages are involved in our music ministries through Youth Choir, High School 

Ensemble, Adult Choir, Handbell Choir, 

Family Choir, Funeral Choir, and     

Servant Choir (Filipino Choir). 

 Over 30 cantors and musicians provide 

music for weekend liturgies. 

 Last year, we introduced our Family 

Choir, which allows families with   

children as young as 5 years old to sing 

and serve at Mass together.               

New   families are always welcome! 

St. Thomas More parish is blessed to have an abundance of parishioners who 

are bringing the good news of Jesus Christ throughout our parish, our city, and 

our world.   

 We celebrate the Mass with excellence because of our dedicated lectors, 

extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist, altar servers, ushers, and musicians. 

 Volunteers bring Christ in the Eucharist to many in their homes, and several 

area nursing homes. 

 Many serve others with food and hospitality.  Meals for funeral luncheons 

and dinners for guests at the homeless shelter. Volunteers also serve our 

parishioners at Friendship Sundays. 

 We are generous with our money when we support our St. Vincent DePaul 

Society and all the good work they do.  We also support our brothers and 

sisters in Haiti each year during Lent through our Hope for Haitians program.   

 We care for each other in difficult times through our Bereavement Ministry, 

Spousal Loss Groups, Mass of Remembrance, Anointing Mass, and prayer 

shawls.   

 This last year we offered a variety of opportunities for our community to grow 

in their faith through Bible studies, book clubs, That Man Is You, Men’s    

Summer Rosary, weekly Rosary group, intercessory prayer group, parish 

mission, the Immaculee Ilibagiza retreat, and Fr. Browning’s class “The Why”. 

 We meet to share each other’s company and build community with our 

Fellowship Club, Friendship Sundays, Valentine’s Evening for Married    

Couples, and Palm Weaving Class.  

 Staying connected with good communication has been an ongoing goal for us.  

We continue to update our website and make announcements and important 

events and parish information easy for you to find.  We share frequently on 

Facebook and Instagram and our bulletin is bright and beautiful.  This year 

we’ve added Flocknote as tool to share parish information through emails and 

messages you can receive on your phones.  Ways to connect to all our         

communications can be found on our website.  We also subscribe to a free 

“Netflix-like” program called FORMED which provides lots of good Catholic 

movies, documentaries, studies, and more.  It’s free to you.   

 Needy in our community can count on us for monthly donations of food and 

other supplies that we generously give throughout the year in our reverse 

collection program.  We also 

collected over 300 bags of 

groceries last Christmas to 

share within our community in 

addition to the hundreds of 

gifts collected through our 

Sharing Tree. 

St. Thomas More is a beautiful, 

vibrant parish and school       

community because of the     

wonderful parishioners. My first 

four months here have been busy but joyful. I am    

grateful to all of you. The following bulletin is the annual 

financial report of the parish for 2018-2019. As you will 

see, we had a lot going on.  

 

I want to share with you my vision for the parish going 

forward in a few bullet points.  

 Our parish mission is the same as Jesus' mission for 

the Church: "Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them          

to observe all that I have commanded you; and      

behold, I am with you always, to the close of the 

age" (Mt 28:19–20).  

 Create and foster opportunities to become intentional 

disciples of Jesus. 

 Assist parishioners old and young in choosing to live 

out their Catholic faith with conviction. 

 Equip parishioners through preaching, teaching, and 

serving to become missionary disciples who share the 

faith with those around them. 

 

Discipleship, as Jesus points out in the Gospels,        

demands everything. Let us embark on this pilgrimage 

to our true homeland with vigor and determination. 

 

Sincerely yours in Jesus, 

MUSIC MINISTRY FATHER 
BROWNING 

EVANGELIZATION 

This year’s liturgies included 6 weddings, 33 funerals, 54 baptisms, 94 First         

Communions, and 96 Confirmations. 

 Ministries to enhance each of these liturgies required volunteers to serve as Mass 

Coordinators, Ushers, Lectors, Altar Servers, Extraordinary Ministers of the         

Eucharist, and Musicians.   

 Retreat Hosted by Rwandan Genocide Survivor, Immaculee Ilibagiza, successfully 

took place on May 31/June 1st with over 200 in attendance. Immaculee shared her 

story of survival, repentance, forgiveness, and hope. 

 We are in need of more volunteers in all areas at our Noon Mass, especially       

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist and Lectors. Please consider becoming       

a volunteer. Training will be provided. 

 

Contact our Director of Music and Liturgy, Jeanne Anne Aukofer                                          

at jaukofer@stthomasmorechurch.org if you are interested in serving in any of our 

liturgical ministries. 

LITURGY 

mailto:jaukofer@stthomasmorechurch.org
www.facebook.com/St-Thomas-More-Catholic-Church-455672644479070/
https://www.instagram.com/stmcelgin/
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/music-ministries
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/adult-programs
www.fatherbrowning.com
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/worship-ministries
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Our mission is to support parents and provide an education in the Catholic 

faith that inspires our young disciples to grow closer to God through prayer, 

faith, and service.  Our goal is not to transfer information but to help the    

children develop a personal relationship with Jesus.   

 There are approximately 400 young disciples in the St. Thomas More     

Religious Education program and grades range from PreK-9th (and Special 

Education –Spred.)    

 Alive in Christ is our curriculum provider for grades Pre-K through 7.  It offers 

the most comprehensive outline of the faith for children and an abundance 

of resources to reach children with different learning styles.   

 Over 70 volunteer catechists and aides come together on both Tuesday      

and Wednesday evening for grades 1-7 and Sunday mornings for our      

confirmation teens.   

 We have added special family gatherings for Adoration, Advent, Lent,     

Easter, and May Crowning.   

 Our patron saint for this year is Padre Pio (Saint Pio of Pietrelcina) – Pray, 

Hope, & Don’t Worry! All families will get an opportunity to bring home          

a statue of Padre Pio to pray with him in a special way. 

The Sacramental celebrations are always highlights of the St. Thomas More 

community.  There is a two year formation before the celebration of              

Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and Confirmation. To assist parents more fully 

in preparing their children, we have formation sessions, sacramental          

workshops, and home activities.     

 In the Fall, we welcome Bishop Malloy to confirm our teens after a two year 

formation incorporating service and faith development.  

 In Advent, our 2nd graders learn about the forgiveness of Jesus as they    

celebrate their First Reconciliation. 

 Throughout April and May, the St. Thomas More community will witness 

those same children receive the Eucharist for the first time at weekly      

masses. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please feel free to contact 

the Religious Education office at 847-888-4887, or email 

mtack@stthomasmorechurch.org  

 At the Easter Vigil this year, four adults were welcomed into the Church 

through the RCIA program here at St. Thomas More. 

 Starting in the fall, RCIA classes meet Wednesday evenings to discuss            

the beliefs of our faith with adults considering the possibility of becoming 

Catholic or who were baptized Catholic but never received the other            

sacraments of initiation (first communion and/or confirmation). 

 Beginning with the first Sunday of Advent and the Rite of Acceptance, we also 

attend Mass together with a dismissal after the homily to discuss the readings 

we have just heard.   

 Their sacraments are received at the Easter Vigil. The group continues to meet 

for several more Wednesdays after Easter to answer any questions they have 

now that they are Catholic and also talk about ways to become more involved 

in the life of the Church.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) 

6 
33 
54 
94 
96 

WEDDINGS 

FUNERALS 

BAPTISMS 

FIRST  

COMMUNIONS 

CONFIRMATIONS 
Please visit our parish website for our Calendar 

of Events and this week’s Mass Intentions. 

 Our Mission: to bring youth together to encounter Christ while                

experiencing truths of the Catholic faith and the sacraments.  

 This is our 14th year of putting on spiritual, social and service based   

programs at St. Thomas More Parish for hundreds of kids in grades 5-12. 

 Our Peer Ministry Leadership team is made up of high schoolers who 

plan our monthly events, and mentor each other in their faith. This year 

we have 40 teens on the team. 

 Service events we run include Youth Service Day, the Harvest Hike,       

Wrap N Bowl, and Operation Easter Basket 

 We also put on and participate in several retreats throughout the year 

for kids in grades k-12! These include Camp FROST, Rocked by God!, 

Camp WOW and Steubenville Youth Conferences. 

 Teens gather monthly at TRUTH meetings to grow deeper in their faith, 

learn about their Catholic identity, and grow in fellowship together. 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

mailto:mtack@stthomasmorechurch.org
www.stthomasmorechurch.org
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/religious-education
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/youth-ministry
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/becoming-catholic
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/special-events
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www.flocknote.com/stthomasmore37
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St. Thomas More’s Parish Finance Council has reviewed the financial operations  

for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019. 

Capital projects continue to have a major impact on the parish’s finances. The table in this report shows a summary  

of the revenue, expenses, and other financing sources (uses) for the past three fiscal years. Two separate pie charts provide  

a visual presentation of 2018-2019 revenue and expenses. Total expenses exceeded revenues resulting in a deficit of 

($385,291) for 2018-2019. Total revenue was down slightly, $6,866 from 2017-2018. The primary reason fo the deficit was 

$388,688 in Capital Project spending, most notably Phase 1 of the School Roofing Project. The parish paid for the 2018-2019 

deficit using accumulated cash and savings account balances along with a $190,000 transfer from Foundation assets. 

During 2018-2019, the parish paid off $83,613 due on the parking lot loan balance! A new loan from the diocese was  

obtained to complete Phase 2 of the School Roofing Project in August 2019. This loan will be repaid with donations  

to the Building Fund and any refund from the 2019 Diocesan Appeal.  

Another significant accomplishment continues to be the performance of the Catholic Foundation investment portfolio. 

 The parish’s Foundation Accounts earned a total of $35,527 during a volatile investment market over the past year. 

 Total Foundations Assets were $1,378,595 at June 30, 2019. 

The education of our parish family is of great importance and these programs make up a large portion  

of the parish’s  expenses. The school, religious education (RE, Confirmation Classes and RCIA),  

and youth ministry are included in these programs. The Catholic formation of our youth and newest members  

give witness to our faith and the future of our parish family. God’s blessing and your stewardship make  

all of this possible. Thank you for your generous support. 

 

In His Service, 

St. Thomas More Finance Council 

St. Thomas More Catholic School provides an academic environment which is 

centered on Christ, and designed to promote the total development of the child, 

both intellectually as well as spiritually. This is accomplished by the St. Thomas 

More School and parish community empowering each child with a Catholic 

curriculum which instills faith, promotes academic excellence, fosters creativity, 

welcomes change and diversity, and integrates technology. We are educating 

the community’s next generation, both spiritually and academically, grounded in 

the Catholic faith. St. Thomas More Catholic School has 14 full-time and 11 

part-time faculty and staff dedicated to every child’s success.  We believe that 

Catholic education begins with faith.  The school works together with parents, 

who are the primary educators of their children, to assist students in the        

development of their spiritual, intellectual, moral, and physical gifts.              

Recognizing individual talents and abilities, we provide an educational program 

that allows children to develop to their fullest extent as responsible Catholic 

individuals.  Improvements/achievements last school year include: 

 We continued working on expanding the educational experience of our      

students by introducing Chromebooks to two more grades so that now           

our 5th - 8th graders are all one-to-one with a device. 

 We also introduced eBooks to our 6th - 8th graders in their History classes. 

Now all junior high students use their Chromebook to access a digital version 

of their history book.  

 We expanded Wi-Fi throughout the building including bringing it into the gym. 

 We instigated Spanish classes for grades K - 8th. 

 For the benefit of our families we began a school Facebook page to be able   

to share more pictures of events occurring at the school. 

 For the safety of everyone the school installed a FOB door system throughout 

the building, and a camera at the main doors.  

 The School Commission was revived, and they revised and updated the safety 

and security plan for the school. 

 A cheerleading team was reintroduced. 

 Academically students achieved success advancing to state competitions    

for Science and History fairs and regionally received top honors for essay 

contests.  

 New STEM tables were purchased for the LRC as well as cubbies for the    

preschool. 

 We introduced STM yard signs and STM grocery bags to promote school pride. 

 The building aesthetics was improved with the painting of the front main hall, 

the halls in the new wing, and the preschool classroom. 

 Half the school building received a new roof. 

On all levels, St. Thomas More School works hard to strive to be the best for our 

students and families.  Our school’s educational programs are a reflection of the 

mission statement, philosophy, goals, and objectives following the Diocese of 

Rockford curriculum standards. 

STM SCHOOL 

FROM THE FINANCE COUNCIL:  

AN OVERVIEW OF THE PARISH ANNUAL  

FINANCIAL REPORT 

https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/st-thomas-more-school
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$1,048,808 

$116,195 
$45,596 

$53,288 

$857,713 

$112,495 $17,484 

$86,829 

$185,086 

$1,447,974 
$388,688 

$186,068 
$1,537 

$119,696 

$298,927 

$349,700 

$116,195 

Sunday Collections 

Christmas, Easter,    

Holy Days 

Donations & Bequests 

Renovation Donations 

School Tuition & Fees 

School Fundraisers Net 

(Income-Expense) 

Religious Education 

Tuition & Fees 

School & Parish         

Miscellaneous Income 

Special Collections 

TOTAL INCOME 

$2,523,494 

Salaries & Benefits 

Buildings & Grounds 

General Operating 

Assessments 

Interest Payments       

on Debt 

School and Parish    

Miscellaneous Expense 

Special Collections 

Expense 

Capital Expenditures 

TOTAL EXPENSE 

$2,908,785 

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019 INCOME 

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019 EXPENSE 

TOTAL REVENUE  

LESS EXPENSES 

($385,291) 


