
A single mother who has a child 
with special needs works two jobs 
and sacrifices much of her own 
pleasures in order to be available 
for her son. Being the best mother 
possible is important to her and 
brings her joy. We are willing to 
make great and often heroic 
sacrifices for those people and 
things that matter most to us.  
Unless there is something of  
obvious importance to us in our 
immediate path, we can easily 
approach life in a more haphazard 
and chaotic way. We jump from 
one thing to another, responding 
to whatever it is that is competing 
for our attention at that moment. 
When everything is important, 
nothing is important. 

If we do not wear the right pair of 
glasses, we can get all too easily 
caught up in the superficial stuff 

and neglect paying attention to 
the things that really matter. The 
kingdom of God is like the pearl 
of great price that is worth selling 
everything for so that it can be 
obtained. Based on where I invest 
my time and energy each day,  
I really wonder whether I am serving 
God’s kingdom or my own. Have you 
ever considered tracking how you 
spend your time? You may be 
surprised! We allow our agendas 
to set the clock of our lives. We 
forget that joy and a true sense 
of purpose are not going to be 
found in following that timepiece. 
Joy is the expression of the  
happiness that is discovered 
when living in the kingdom of 
God. When our agenda matches 
God, not only do we leap for  
joy but God leaps with delight  
as well. Our well-being is what 

matters most to God. 

Can you imagine God delighting 
in you? It is easy to deaden our 
senses to the whole reality of God 
and the joy that living the Gospel 
can bring. The demands of secular 
life and the agendas competing 
for our attention can quickly do 
that. We can get tired and spiritually 
apathetic. But if we can see our 
way through all of the conflicting 
voices and hear the voice of 
God, we can rediscover our zeal 
and passion and redirect our efforts. 
When we begin to see as God 
sees, we can rise each day and 
notice what really needs our  
attention and embrace it with 
exuberance. Be careful, though. 
It may not be what we originally 
had on our list. Responding to it, 
however, will be worth putting 
everything else aside.  ©LPi 
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Sick & Homebound 
If you are unable to come to church and would like to 

receive Holy Communion, please call the parish office: 

847.888.1682.  

St. Vincent de Paul  
Are you in need?  

In the name of Jesus, we strive to comfort, feed, clothe, 

and assist those in need. We serve in person, keeping all 

things confidential and preserving dignity.  

Please call our answering machine 

at 847.628.5170.  

Do you feel called to serve?  

We meet the second and fourth Tuesday 

of each month at 7pm alternating  

between St. Laurence and St. Thomas 

respectively. For more information, 

please contact conference president  

Doug at StThomasMoreElginSVDP@gmail.com. 

To donate, visit https://www.kindest.com/donate/society-
of-saint-vincent-depaul 

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/SVDPSTM  

Prayer Requests 
Join us in praying for members of our community who are sick or 

ailing. To add or remove a name on our prayer list, please call 

the parish office 847.888.1682. To keep our prayer list current, 

names will remain on the list for 3 months. After that time, 

please contact the parish office to renew names. 

With Sympathy 

 JIMMY ARANDA  

2 | FOLLOW US ON      ACEBOOK AND      INSTAGRAM  

Reconciliation: Confessions are heard every 
Wednesday 9:00-10:00am, Thursday 6:00-6:30pm, 
Saturday 3:30-4:30pm and Sunday 9:15-9:45am. 
Appointments can also be made for confessions 
to be heard when needed. 
 

Baptism: Children of all ages and adults are     
welcome to the sacrament of Baptism. Baptism 
for children is celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of each month at 1:00pm. Parents 
need  to be registered members and should be 
faithful in attending Mass. Participation in a 
baptismal preparation class is required. Please 
call Sharon Hall at the parish office to make 
arrangements. Adults seeking Baptism  
should contact Linda McEwan at  
lmcewan@stthomasmorechurch.org. 
 

Matrimony: Baptized Catholics are called to be 
married in the Catholic Church. Arrangements 
should be made at least six months in  
advance. 

If you were married outside of the Catholic 
Church and would like to have your marriage 
blessed, we would be happy to guide you in 
that process.  

Call the parish office to make an appointment 
with a priest to begin all marriage preparation. 

 
Anointing of the Sick: The anointing of the sick     
is administered to bring spiritual and physical 
strength during an illness, for those having  
surgery, and for those near death. Call the  
parish office to make arrangements to receive 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENTS 
For a more in-depth look at the sacraments, 

please visit our parish website 

www.stthomasmorechurch.org. 

Pastor 
Reverend Ryan Browning 
rbrowning@stthomasmorechurch.org 
www.fatherbrowning.com 

Deacons 
Jack Roder 

Parish Office - 847.888.1682 

Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:30pm 

School Office - 847.742.3959 
www.stmcentral.org 

Religious Ed. Office - 847.888.4887 

Parish Staff 
Visit our website for a staff listing 
www.stthomasmorechurch.org/staff 

 All Souls in Purgatory 

 Roberta Bellock  

 Oscar S. Brillo  

 Gracie Canning 

 Patricia Chrome  

 Juanita Cundiff 

 Judy Fowler 

 Dianna Giardino  

 Annetta Lewis  

 Gloria Neitzel 

 Carl Ori  

 Delphine Ornelas 

 Lutie Regan 

 Tim Rubert  

 Mary Ellen Ruiz  

 James Shumaker 

 Jo Ann Sperkowski  

 Mary Ann Vandervalk 

All that are affected by the COVID-19 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Thomas-More-Catholic-Church-455672644479070
https://www.instagram.com/stmcelgin/
https://www.facebook.com/SVDPSTM
https://stmelgin.org/
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/staff
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/liturgy-sacraments
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society
https://www.kindest.com/donate/society-of-saint-vincent-depaul
www.fatherbrowning.com
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Bereavement Ministry 
Trained volunteers are available to provide spiritual  
support and comfort to all parishioners mourning a  
death loss. Please call the parish office at 847.888.1682. 

Life Matters 
Any woman who is pregnant and in need can turn for 

help to the pro-life movement. Never feel alone, call 

Project Rachel at 800.593.2273 The Life Center at 

847.622.1235 or Corbella Clinic at 847.697.0200. 

Sunday 

1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128,  

129-130 [97a]/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46 

Monday 

Jer 13:1-11/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt 13:31-35 

Tuesday 

Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13 [9]/Mt 13:36-43 

Wednesday 

Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11 [2] 

/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 

Thursday 

Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab [5a]/Mt 13:47-53 

Friday 

Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14 [14c]/Mt 13:54-58 

Saturday 

Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34 [14c] 

/Mt 14:1-12 

Next Sunday 

Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 [cf. 16] 

/Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21 

Candles have been part of the Church’s  

worship from the earliest times. In the days  

before electricity, candles and oil lamps were 

the ways that people lighted buildings. Even  

today, we often still depend on candles during 

power outages, relying on their flickering flames 

to bring light into the dark. 

Like our ancestors, we also light candles on special occasions. Think about a festive 

family meal or a romantic dinner for two — there will often be candles on the table, 

special objects for a special event. We light candles on birthday cakes and carry 

them in processions. We also place candles at makeshift memorials that appear when there has been  

an accident or act of violence. In these moments, their light casts aside a different kind of darkness  

— the darkness of grief, fear, and death.  

The custom of the early Christians lighting candles and lamps at the tombs of the martyrs gave way to the  

practice of having candles at Mass, honoring the sacredness of the celebration.  

As Christians decorated their worship spaces with statues and icons, they would burn candles in front of sacred 

images and the relics of the saints, basically “shining a light” on what they held to be sacred. When pilgrims 

would visit these shrines, they would often bring candles to light before the image or relic. These candles came 

to be a symbol of the person, and their prayer and the burning these candles came to be understood as an 

extension and continuation of the prayer that was offered. What began as a practical way to provide light has 

come to be a symbol of the hopes, desires, loves, losses, fears, and faith of everyday Christians offering their 

prayers to God and his saints.    ©LPi 

Q A: 

WHY DO CATHOLICS LIGHT 

CANDLES IN CHURCH?  

Worldwide Marriage  

Encounter 
Just as a small mustard seed can become a large and 

elaborate bush, discover how a Worldwide Marriage  

Encounter Weekend can encourage our marriage to 

blossom and provide a lifetime of joy. The next Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter Weekends are Sept. 11-13 in  

Geneva, IL; Oct. 16-18 in Brookfield, WI or Nov. 13-15  

in Rockford, IL. Visit our website at: alifetimeoflove.org  

or call 888.574.5653.   
Check our website for additional opportunities. The Weekend experience will be moved online  

if needed for the health and safety of our attendees and volunteers.  

www.alifetimeoflove.org
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/
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First Reading: 
“Give your servant, therefore,  

an understanding heart  

to judge your people and to distinguish 

right from wrong.”  (1 Kgs 3:9a) 

Psalm: 
Lord, I love your commands. (Ps 119) 

Second Reading: 
We know that all things work for good  

for those who love God, 

who are called according to his purpose. 

(Rom 8:28) 

Gospel: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure 

buried in a field, 

which a person finds and hides again,  

and out of joy goes and sells all that he 

has and buys that field.” (Mt 13:44) 

 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass  

© 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 

Corporation. All rights reserved. 

“What is Step It Up?” & “How can you help?” 

“Step It Up” began by First Baptist Church in 2009 

with 403 pairs of shoes being given to children in 

August, so they would have a new pair of shoes to 

start school. We have continued each year and the 

goal increased each year. The need is great and thus, this 

year our goal is 2,020 pairs of shoes. Our collection deadline  

is July 31st. Shoe Giveaway Date: Tentative dates are August 

5, 6, 7, 8, 2020.  

How can you help? There are two ways to help:  

1. Purchase new tennis shoes in any size between child’s         

10 and adult 10 for boys and girls.  You can drop off shoes   

at First Baptist Church (next to STM) in collection box outside 

their office, Mon-Fri 9am-4pm, Sat 4-6:30pm and Sun 8am-

12:30pm.  

2. If you cannot or do not have time to shop, you can make a 

financial gift to First Baptist and mark it for “Step It Up”. The 

committee will then use the money to purchase new shoes. 

Please send your gift to your church office or mail to FBC, 

1735 W. Highland, Elgin 60123. 

Thanking you in advance for whatever you are able to do. Remember no 

amount is too small and all financial gifts are tax deductible. Contact person: 

Paul Brotzman 847.707.6494 

www.flocknote.com/stthomasmore37
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/registration-form
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What are you willing to give for the 

sake of the kingdom of God?    

Often, we begin a discussion like 

this with a story or a few leading 

thoughts. However, if we are to be 

serious about who we claim to be 

as Christians, there should be no 

beating around the bush. The 

question is not only important for 

each of us and our relationship 

with our God, but it should be     

important for the relationship each 

of us has with the entire Body of 

Christ. Like any good team or  

family, I need you to have my 

back, and I need to have yours. If 

one of us is going to lay it on the 

line and be all in for our faith, then 

we all need to be as well. 

If only all the Christians of the world 

felt the same way. In some parts of 

the world, Christians are still being 

martyred for their faith. Others 

must worship underground and 

avoid the government-led police. 

Then there are those who seem to 

take faith for granted, and         

because little is asked by their 

friends or parish, they give nothing. 

It is quite a contrast of situations.  

On this day, it may seem like little is 

being asked of you and I by God. 

Is that because we aren’t being 

asked or because we aren’t      

listening? If you are counting on 

me and I am on you, we should 

figure this out sooner than later. Of 

course, I suspect we actually do 

know the answer, don’t we? 
 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS   ©LPi 

Everyday Stewardship 
WHAT IS GOD ASKING OF YOU? 

SCHOOL TOURS AVAILABLE 
If you would like more information about  

St. Thomas More Catholic School, please contact  

Principal Sonja Keane at  (847) 742-3959 ext. 151 

 or e-mail  skeane@stmcentral.org  

PHONE # HAS CHANGED TO 800-950-9952 

https://stmelgin.org/
https://stthomasmorechurch.churchgiving.com/
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/mass-follow-along
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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 If you would like to have a Mass said for someone, call the parish office  

 to schedule. The contribution for reserving the intention of a Mass is $10.00. 

monday 
JUL 

8:30 am 
Kathleen Diamond, Anna Filice Nevin 

tuesday 
JUL 

8:30 am 
Maeve Burke, Nick & Juliana DiSanza (Sp. Int.) 

wednesday 
JUL 

8:30 am 
Dan Coyle, Arturo Palma 

thursday 
JUL 

8:30 am 
John Urquhart, Msgr. Thomas Monahan 

friday 
JUL 

8:30 am 
Rev. Dean Bechárd, SJ (Sp. Int.) 

Rev. Paddy Tyrrell, SJ (Sp. Int.) 

saturday 
AUG 

8:30 am 
All Souls 

5:00 pm 
Kevin Milnamow 

sunday 
AUG 

8:00 am 
Jose deGuzman 

10:00 am 
Cyndi Roniss, Art Benton 

12:00 pm 
People of STM, Julie Daly 

Weekend for Aug 1st & 2nd. 

PRESIDERS 
 5:00 pm Fr. Browning 
 8:00 am Msgr. Linster 

 10:00 am Fr. Browning 
 12:00 pm Fr. Deitz 

Presiders 

JULY 26 - AUG 01 
JOHN URQUHART 

AUG 02 - AUG 08 
THE DECEASED MEMBERS OF 

THE STUART FAMILY  

AUG 2ND BULLETIN AUG 9TH BULLETIN 

Materials Due:  

July 20, 2020 

Materials Due: 

July 27, 2020 

Bulletin Deadlines 

The parish office and all parish gatherings/events are cancelled  

until further notice. Masses are limited to 120 people and confessions 

are Tuesday at 5:30 pm and Saturday at 1:00 pm in the parking lot  

or gathering space, if inclement weather.  

FLOCKNOTE 

Let’s keep in touch! 

Text “stmelgin” to 84576 or visit  
flocknote.com/stthomasmore37 

FACEBOOK 

Like our Facebook page to stay  

connected to our community! 
facebook.com/St Thomas More  

Catholic Church  

INSTAGRAM 

Follow us on Instagram to  

share your faith...through pictures! 
instagram.com/stmcelgin 

Join our Social Media Community  
FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION 

YOUTUBE 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel 
youtube.com  

Search for St Thomas More Church 

HELP US REACH 1000 SUBSCRIBERS!! 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Thomas-More-Catholic-Church-455672644479070
https://www.instagram.com/stmcelgin/
www.flocknote.com/stthomasmore37
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwwm_-MluJkjuKJOgLpXVUQ


RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FIRE DOORS • HOLLOW METAL DOORS 

DOCK EQUIPMENT • RESIDENTIAL DOORS
Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years

Steve Getzin, Owner  (847) 683-0333
“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN.”

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

 For ad info. call at 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com           St. Thomas More, Elgin, IL B 4C 01-0554

Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

 
CUSTOM FLORAL DESIGNS 

WEDDINGS-EVENTS-FUNERALS

PLANTSCAPING SALES-RENTAL-SERVICE

PEGGY GARVIN CAMPBELL, Parishioner 
847-697-7377 www.garvingardens.com 

garvingardens@gmail.com

3091 U.S. Rt. 20, Elgin
(1 mile west of Randall Rd.)

847-488-1900
Open 24/7

$3.29 MEAL DEAL
1 Bowl of Soup OR Chili, 
1 Sm Drink & choice of 

1 Bagel from 11am-11pm
Elgin 847-488-1900

With this coupon.
One coupon per visit.

Not valid with 
any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/20

$2.00 OFF 
1 Dozen Donuts

No Limit
Elgin 847-488-1900

With this coupon.
One coupon per visit.

Not valid with 
any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/20

Your local technology and business 
partner since 1979. Providing 

computing and network solutions to 
business and education. 

 630-584-9505   •   www.mcctech.com

 

20% OFF purchase of eyeglasses  
*Some conditions apply

      St. Charles             Elgin 
   630-584-9850        847-695-0499 

Foxvalleyeyes.com

847-741-6464  (showroom)

1255 Bowes Rd •  Elgin

847-741-0264
Local & Long Distance
Thomas Berna, Parishioner

SYMMETRY
 

Remodeling Specialists 
Contractors, Carpenters 

Custom Cabinets
 Kerry O’Connor      Steve Vincent 
(847) 899-0415   (847) 363-0415
symmetryremodeling.com

GROUP, LLC

Michael P. Ellsworth, CFP 
Certified Financial Planner 

- Parishioner since 1997 -
FINANCIAL PLANNING AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT

(847) 531-8693
36 N. McLean Blvd., Elgin 

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.p.ellsworth

 Kevin Malooly Agency LLC 
 Kevin Malooly, Agent 

 75 Market St Ste 6 
 Elgin, IL 60123 

 kmalooly@amfam.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 
American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 11224529

Call (847) 888-2222 for a 
no-obligation free quote.

insure Carefully,
dream fearlessly. 

 Kevin Malooly Agency LLC 
 Kevin Malooly, Agent 

 75 Market St Ste 6 
 Elgin, IL 60123 

 kmalooly@amfam.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 
American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 11224529

Call (847) 888-2222 for a 
no-obligation free quote.

insure Carefully,
dream fearlessly. 

 Kevin Malooly Agency LLC 
 Kevin Malooly, Agent 

 75 Market St Ste 6 
 Elgin, IL 60123 

 kmalooly@amfam.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 
American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 11224529

Call (847) 888-2222 for a 
no-obligation free quote.

insure Carefully,
dream fearlessly. 

 

PLUMBING 

847-683-5050   www.BestlerCorp.com

Service • Remodeling  
New Construction

Brian  847-269-9870
Paul 847-772-3751 

Remax Horizon 374 N McLean Blvd, Elgin

SUBURBAN
WATER CONDITIONERS, INC.
• WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT 

• SALES - RENTALS - SERVICE 
• REVERSE OSMOSIS (R.O.) 

(THE BOTTLED WATER ALTERNATIVE)
BOB MEEK, Parishioner

Bus (847) 741-4037 
Home (847) 697-5889

Firewood • Tree & Stump Removal

“Fully Insured
&

Free Estimates.” 

847-683-7252 

 

- OPEN EVERYDAY 6AM TO 3PM -
(847) 429-2222 
www.larkincafe.com 

1568 Larkin Avenue • Elgin

Serving Delicious  
Breakfast & Lunch

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952
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847-697-6444 • tomsplumbingservice.com

Alexander Plumbing
214 E. Chicago St. • Elgin, IL 60120

Plumbing • Sewers • Remodeling

CALL TODAY!
847-742-0541

For All Your Plumbing Needs
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

SERVICE
NEW INSTALLATIONS

REMODELING
BACKFLOW DEVICES

INSTALLATIONS
& TESTING

(847) 468-8171

Eye Physicians & Surgeons
West Dundee: 847-426-0227 
Crystal Lake: 815-455-0212 

Huntley: 847-669-5600
www.simpsoneye.com

Lester H. Holze, Jr., D.C., 
Christopher M. Holze, D.C. 

Holistic, Natural  
Health Care 

for the entire family

(847) 888-4770
2000 Larkin Ave., Ste. 200, Elgin

DARMON ORTHODONTICS, P.C.
L.M. Darmon, DDS, MS

Parish Member

2001 Larkin Ave, Suite 207

(847) 741-1165

Laird Funeral Home P.C.
 310 S. State St. 120 S. Third St.
 Elgin, Ill 60123  West Dundee, Ill 60118
  847-741-8800 847-836-8770
Donald Laird    Stephen Laird    Robert Laird    Patricia Laird

Corey Short
“Family owned and operated”

Wait Ross Allanson
Funeral Home and Cremation Services

   51 Center St. 201 S. Main St.
  Elgin, Ill 60120 Algonquin, Ill 60102
  847-742-2100   847-658-4232

www.mcleanautorepair.com

Complete Automotive 
Maintenance

(847) 741-9576

G. M. Kazim Agency Inc. 

(847) 278-0255 | www.GMKazim.com 
1140 N Mclean Blvd, Unit E • Elgin 

Call us for AUTO, HOME & Business Insurance.

SCHNEIDER SCHNEIDER 
EXCAVATINGEXCAVATING inc. inc.

Steve HayeSSteve HayeS

Serving the Elgin area  Serving the Elgin area  
for over 85 yearsfor over 85 years

(847) 741-6340(847) 741-6340  
38W645 Highland Avenue 38W645 Highland Avenue 

 
Specializing in Basements: 

*Foundation Wall Cracks *Epoxy Injection 
*Wallclay Method *Drain Tile Systems

(847) 754-9355

Try a FREE Class
959 N La Fox St, South Elgin

www.SouthElgin                    .com

847-888-8866
224-535-0122 

commercial • industrial • residential

Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

68 Tyler Creek Plaza • Elgin 

Monday-Friday: 2-9 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday: Noon-9 p.m.

Open for Carry Out, Door Dash  
Delivery or Mobile Ordering


