
For some reason, it is easier to  
genuflect in reverence to the  
presence of Christ in the tabernacle 
of a church, than to genuflect in 
reverence to the same presence of 
Christ in another person’s soul. We 
wrongly believe that God divides 
himself, placing himself in one 
place in preference to another. It 
doesn’t work that way. Love of God 
and love of neighbor are intimately 
and inseparably connected  
because the essence and spark  
of God’s very presence is in all  
creation. God’s presence is just as 
real in the one who is good, as in 
the one who is bad, and the one 
who is just, and the one who is unjust. 

Our brains get in the way of truly 
contemplating the awesomeness 
of this truth. We like to separate 
things into boxes, the sheep from 
the goats and the deserving from 
the undeserving. But, with God 

there are no distinctions such  
as this. Our human classifications,  
subdivisions, and definitions hold no 
power or have any weight in God’s 
eyes. Sadly, we relate to God and 
to each other as if they do. 

We cannot be deaf to the world’s 
pain. It is not about having, hording, 
accumulating, acquiring, securing, 
storing, protecting, owning,  
claiming, or any of the other human 
terms we use to distinguish mine 
from yours. We put so much power 
in these words and that power, 
even though we may not always 
realize it, can cause those words 
and the distinctions they carry to 
wound and hurt others. We have 
the whole order of things wrong, 
but we are so set on preserving this 
order that we are absolutely afraid 
to do it any other way. We go 
through hoops trying to convince 
ourselves why the perils of the  

person seeking a new place to call 
home are not our perils that we turn 
our back and justify closing our 
doors. It makes perfect sense to us. 
Yet, it makes no sense in terms of 
our faith. It doesn’t square with  
any of the words found in Sacred 
Scripture or in any time-tested 
teaching of the church. 

We have it all reversed. We know 
that we do because when Jesus 
speaks about such things and  
the words of the Old Testament 
prophets ring out again, we start  
to feel uncomfortable and anxious. 
What we do, directly or by omission, 
to one of the least of these little 
ones we do to God. It is quite  
possible that some of what we  
are doing personally, economically, 
politically, globally, and even  
religiously is doing more harm  
than good. Let’s ponder that  
a bit.  ©LPi 
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Sick & Homebound 
If you are unable to come to church and would like to 

receive Holy Communion, please call the parish office: 

847.888.1682.  

St. Vincent de Paul  
Are you in need?  

In the name of Jesus, we strive to comfort, feed, clothe, 

and assist those in need. We serve in person, keeping all 

things confidential and preserving dignity.  

Please call our answering machine 

at 847.628.5170.  

Do you feel called to serve?  

We meet the second and fourth Tuesday 

of each month at 7pm alternating  

between St. Laurence and St. Thomas 

respectively. For more information, 

please contact conference president  

Doug at StThomasMoreElginSVDP@gmail.com. 

To donate, visit https://www.kindest.com/donate/society-
of-saint-vincent-depaul 

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/SVDPSTM  

Prayer Requests 
Join us in praying for members of our community who are sick or 

ailing. To add or remove a name on our prayer list, please call 

the parish office 847.888.1682. To keep our prayer list current, 

names will remain on the list for 3 months. After that time, please 

contact the parish office to renew names. 

 All Souls in Purgatory 
 All affected by COVID-19  
 Brad Abell 
 Jessica Abell  
 Marge Banker  
 Chuck Benson 
 Gracie Canning 
 Arie Connell   
 Jay Connell  
 Dianna Giardino  
 Dominick Girardi  
 Lois Homyak  
 Charles Joseph  
 Joan Knott  
 Maggie Knott  
 Amy Lara  
 Dennis Lisiecki Jr   
 Jennie Lisiecki  
 Julie Longo  
 Robert Matejka  
 Fran Meek  
 Belinda Mockler  
 Helen Morrisey  
 Gloria Neitzel 
 Sylvia Nickerson-McAlliste 
 Patty Niemaszyk  

 Fe Ocampo  
 Bob Olson  
 Delphine Ornelas 
 Bruce Ostdick 
 Marian Peterson   
 Deacon Bob Plazewski 
 Trini Prieto   
 Charles Pruter  
 Lutie Regan 
 John Sarto  
 Diane Schumacher  
 James Shumaker 
 John Schwartz 
 Sonja Smith  
 Rosemary Sobota   
 Helen Stasukaitis  
 Kyle Stasukaitis  
 Susan Stein  
 Mary Ann Vandervalk 
 Isaiah Vergara 
 Carol White  
 David White  
 Louise Wolff  
 Maria Ybarra  
 Joseph Zarcone  
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Reconciliation: Confessions are heard every 
Tuesday 5:30pm until all heard, and Saturday 
1:00pm until all heard. 
 

Baptism: Children of all ages and adults are     
welcome to the sacrament of Baptism. Baptism 
for children is celebrated on the first and third 
Sundays of each month at 1:00pm. Parents 
need  to be registered members and should be 
faithful in attending Mass. Participation in a 
baptismal preparation class is required. Please 
call Sharon Hall at the parish office to make 
arrangements. Adults seeking Baptism  
should contact Linda McEwan at  
lmcewan@stthomasmorechurch.org. 
 

Matrimony: Baptized Catholics are called to be 
married in the Catholic Church. Arrangements 
should be made at least six months in  
advance. 

If you were married outside of the Catholic 
Church and would like to have your marriage 
blessed, we would be happy to guide you in 
that process.  

Call the parish office to make an appointment 
with a priest to begin all marriage preparation. 

 
Anointing of the Sick: The anointing of the sick     
is administered to bring spiritual and physical 
strength during an illness, for those having  
surgery, and for those near death. Call the  
parish office to make arrangements to receive 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENTS 
For a more in-depth look at the sacraments, 

please visit our parish website 

www.stthomasmorechurch.org. 

Pastor 
Reverend Ryan Browning 
rbrowning@stthomasmorechurch.org 
www.fatherbrowning.com 

Deacons 
Jack Roder 
David Deitz 

Parish Office - 847.888.1682 
Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:30pm 

School Office - 847.742.3959 
www.stmcentral.org 

Religious Ed. Office - 847.888.4887 

Parish Staff 
Visit our website for a staff listing 
www.stthomasmorechurch.org/staff 

https://www.facebook.com/SVDPSTM
https://www.kindest.com/donate/society-of-saint-vincent-depaul
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/staff
https://www.stmcentral.org
https://www.facebook.com/St-Thomas-More-Catholic-Church-455672644479070
https://www.instagram.com/stmcelgin/
https://www.fatherbrowning.com/about-fr-browning.html
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/liturgy-sacraments
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Bereavement Ministry 
Trained volunteers are available to provide spiritual  
support and comfort to all parishioners mourning a  
death loss. Please call the parish office at 847.888.1682. 

Life Matters 
Any woman who is pregnant and in need can turn for 

help to the pro-life movement. Never feel alone, call 

Project Rachel at 800.593.2273 The Life Center at 

847.622.1235 or Corbella Clinic at 847.697.0200. 

Sunday 

Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/1 Thes 1:5c-10 

/Mt 22:34-40   

Monday 

Eph 4:32—5:8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Eph 5:1] 

/Lk 13:10-17 

Tuesday 

Eph 5:21-33/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [1a]/Lk 13:18-21 

Wednesday 

Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5a]/Lk 6:12-16 

Thursday 

Eph 6:10-20/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10 [1b]/Lk 13:31-35 

Friday 

Phil 1:1-11/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [2]/Lk 14:1-6 

Saturday 

Phil 1:18b-26/Ps 42:2, 3 5cdef/Lk 14:1, 7-11 

Next Sunday 

Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6] 

/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 

Despite our best efforts, and this is as true in our 

liturgical celebrations as in all of life, accidents 

happen. Occasionally at Mass, a host may be 

dropped or some of the Precious Blood could 

even be spilled from the chalice, despite the 

best efforts of the priests, deacons, and extraordinary ministers  

of holy Communion assisting at the liturgy.  

So, when a host is dropped or the Precious Blood is spilled, we can 

take guidance from the U.S. Bishops’ statement Norms for the Distribution for Holy 

Communion Under Both Kinds:  

All ministers of Holy Communion should show the greatest reverence for the Most Holy Eucharist by their 

demeanor, their attire, and the manner in which they handle the consecrated bread or wine. Should 

there be any mishap — as when, for example, the consecrated wine is spilled from the chalice — then 

the affected "area . . . should be washed with water, and this water should be then poured into the  

sacrarium.” 

According to no. 280 of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, the general rule is that a dropped host  

is picked up by the minister distributing Communion and reverently consumed. The minster should be careful  

to make sure that no other particles from the host remain on the ground. As we see in the instruction from the 

bishops, the Precious Blood would be absorbed (customarily with a purificator) and the area attentively and 

reverently washed with water which would then be disposed of properly. ©LPi 

Q 
WHAT HAPPENS IF SOMEONE 

DROPS A CONSECRATED HOST?  

A: 

NOVEMBER 01 

https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org
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First Reading: 
“You shall not wrong any widow or orphan. 

If ever you wrong them and they cry out to me, 

I will surely hear their cry. 

My wrath will flare up, and I will kill you 

with the sword.” (Ex 22:21-23a) 

Psalm: 
I love you, Lord, my strength. (Ps 18) 

Second Reading: 
You became imitators of us and of the Lord, 

receiving the word in great affliction,  

with joy from the Holy Spirit, 

so that you became a model for all the 

believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  

(1 Thes 1:6-7) 

Gospel: 
Jesus said to him, 

“You shall love the Lord, your God, 

with all your heart, with all your soul, 

and with all your mind. 

This is the greatest and the first commandment. 

The second is like it: 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  

(Mt 22:37-39) 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass  

© 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 

Corporation. All rights reserved. ©LPi 

Christmas Merchandise 
The Knights of Columbus will be 

selling Christmas merchandise 

again this fall with brochures  

to take home. Contact Tim at 

847.695.8987 with your order.  

Orders are due October 28th.  

We will have a second order  

in late November. 

https://www.marmion.org/s/1356/academy/index.aspx?sid=1356&gid=1&pgid=3440&cid=5961&ecid=5961
https://www.stmcentral.org
www.flocknote.com/stthomasmore37
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ALL GIFTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22. 
Our annual Sharing Tree, which helps those in need in our community, will collect gifts differently this year.  

Beginning this weekend, parishioners can give their gifts of cash, checks and gift cards by mail, online  

or by depositing them in the labeled boxes in the Gathering Space.  Organizations receiving gifts include: 

Contact Kathy at 847.363.8440 or Luann at 847.697.2097 with any questions.     

Greetings and God’s Blessings St. Thomas More Parish! 
My name is Deacon David Deitz and Bishop David Malloy has officially assigned me 
to serve at St. Thomas More as of October 10, 2020. 

I feel very blessed to become part of your parish family. I was ordained in 2016 to 
the permanent diaconate for the Rockford Diocese, and have served the past four 
years at St. Thomas the Apostle in Crystal Lake. 

My wife Michelle and I have been married for 38 years. God has blessed us with four 
beautiful children: Amy, Father Deitz, Anna and Aaron. We have also been blessed 
by God with a son-in-law, Brad, and a beautiful grandchild, Abel. 

I feel so blessed and welcomed by Father Browning and all of you at St. Thomas More. 
Thank you for all you do. I am looking forward to serving you, by the grace of God. 

God Bless You,  
Deacon David Deitz 

CHILDREN & TEENS UNDER AGE 15 INFANTS MEN & WOMEN 

 Cash, checks and Walmart gift cards  

 Make checks payable to:  

Elgin Mental Health Center  

Write "Volunteer Services" on the 

memo line    

 Donate by mail:  

Elgin Mental Health Center   

c/o St. Thomas More Church  

215 Thomas More Drive  

Elgin, IL 60123   

 No online donations  

 Donate at church:  

Deposit donations in the labeled box 

in the Gathering Space.  

 Donate by mail and online only  

Cash, checks, NO GIFT CARDS    

 Make checks payable to:  

Community Crisis Center  

Write "Toy Giveaway" on the memo line  

 Donate by mail:  

Attn: Business Manager  

Community Crisis Center   

P.O. Box 1390  

Elgin, IL 60121  

 Donate online: 
https://www.crisiscenter.org/

donation_files/donateonline.asp  
Note "Toy Giveaway" in the  

Comments box    

 Donate at church:  

No donations accepted at church.  

 Cash, checks and Walmart gift cards  

 Make checks payable to:  

Corbella Clinic   

 Donate by mail:  

Corbella Clinic  

101 E. State Street  

South Elgin, IL 60177  

 Donate online:  

CorbellaClinic.org  

Use "Donate" tab  

 Donate at church: 

Deposit donations in the labeled box 

in the Gathering Space.  

https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/sharing-tree


6 | CALENDARS & SCHEDULES 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 If you would like to have a Mass said for someone, call the parish office  

 to schedule. The contribution for reserving the intention of a Mass is $10.00. 

monday 
OCT 

8:30 am 
Fr. Frank Timar MSC, Ben Larsen  

tuesday 
OCT 

8:30 am 
Alec Nelson Porter  

wednesday 
OCT 

8:30 am 
Jim & Ted McGann, Rudolph Ciffo 

thursday 
OCT 

8:30 am 
Stephen Branz  

friday 
OCT 

8:30 am 
Judy Fowler 

saturday 
OCT 

5:00 pm 
Andy & Mary Lou Petmezas,  
Myrna & Lucio Pamplona 

sunday 
NOV 

8:00 am 
Terry Kovac, Bill Caughlin 

10:00 am 
People of STM, Raymond Nierzwicki 

12:00 pm 
Ralph Joseph Ruiz  

Weekend for Oct. 31 & Nov 01. 

PRESIDERS 
 5:00 pm Fr. Browning 
 8:00 am Fr. Linster 

 10:00 am Fr. Twenty 
 12:00 pm Fr. Browning 

Presiders 

OCT 25 - OCT 31 
ROBERT & MARILYN CAPRILE  

NOV 01 - NOV 07 
ANN DECKER  

NOV 1ST BULLETIN NOV 8TH BULLETIN 

Materials Due: 

October 12, 2020 

RESERVED FOR 

ANNUAL REPORT 

Bulletin Deadlines 

The parish office and all parish gatherings/events are cancelled  

until further notice. Masses are limited to 120 people.  

Confessions are Tuesday at 5:30 pm  

and Saturday at 1:00 pm in the church. 

FLOCKNOTE 

Let’s keep in touch! 

Text “stmelgin” to 84576 or visit  
flocknote.com/stthomasmore37 

FACEBOOK 

Like our Facebook page to stay  

connected to our community! 
facebook.com/St Thomas More  

Catholic Church  

INSTAGRAM 

Follow us on Instagram to  

share your faith...through pictures! 
instagram.com/stmcelgin 

Join our Social Media Community  
FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION 

YOUTUBE 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel 
youtube.com  

Search for St Thomas More Church 

HELP US REACH 1000 SUBSCRIBERS!! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwwm_-MluJkjuKJOgLpXVUQ
https://www.facebook.com/St-Thomas-More-Catholic-Church-455672644479070
https://www.instagram.com/stmcelgin/
www.flocknote.com/stthomasmore37


RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FIRE DOORS • HOLLOW METAL DOORS 

DOCK EQUIPMENT • RESIDENTIAL DOORS
Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years

Steve Getzin, Owner  (847) 683-0333
“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN.”

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL
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Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

 
CUSTOM FLORAL DESIGNS 

WEDDINGS-EVENTS-FUNERALS

PLANTSCAPING	 SALES-RENTAL-SERVICE

PEGGY GARVIN CAMPBELL, Parishioner 
847-697-7377	 www.garvingardens.com 

garvingardens@gmail.com

3091 U.S. Rt. 20, Elgin
(1 mile west of Randall Rd.)

847-488-1900
Open 24/7

$3.29 MEAL DEAL
1 Bowl of Soup OR Chili, 
1 Sm Drink & choice of 

1 Bagel from 11am-11pm
Elgin 847-488-1900

With this coupon.
One coupon per visit.

Not valid with 
any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/20

$2.00 OFF 
1 Dozen Donuts

No Limit
Elgin 847-488-1900

With this coupon.
One coupon per visit.

Not valid with 
any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/20

Your local technology and business 
partner since 1979. Providing 

computing and network solutions to 
business and education. 

 630-584-9505   •   www.mcctech.com

 

20% OFF purchase of eyeglasses  
*Some conditions apply

	     St. Charles	             Elgin 
	  630-584-9850	        847-695-0499 

Foxvalleyeyes.com

847-741-6464  (showroom)

1255 Bowes Rd •  Elgin

847-741-0264
Local & Long Distance
Thomas Berna, Parishioner

SYMMETRY
 

Remodeling Specialists 
Contractors, Carpenters 

Custom Cabinets
 Kerry O’Connor      Steve Vincent	
(847) 899-0415   (847) 363-0415
symmetryremodeling.com

GROUP, LLC

Michael P. Ellsworth, CFP 
Certified Financial Planner 

- Parishioner since 1997 -
FINANCIAL PLANNING AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT

(847) 531-8693
36 N. McLean Blvd., Elgin 

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.p.ellsworth

 Kevin Malooly Agency LLC 
 Kevin Malooly, Agent 

 75 Market St Ste 6 
 Elgin, IL 60123 

 kmalooly@amfam.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 
American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 11224529

Call (847) 888-2222 for a 
no-obligation free quote.

insure Carefully,
dream fearlessly. 

 Kevin Malooly Agency LLC 
 Kevin Malooly, Agent 

 75 Market St Ste 6 
 Elgin, IL 60123 

 kmalooly@amfam.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 
American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 11224529

Call (847) 888-2222 for a 
no-obligation free quote.

insure Carefully,
dream fearlessly. 

 Kevin Malooly Agency LLC 
 Kevin Malooly, Agent 

 75 Market St Ste 6 
 Elgin, IL 60123 

 kmalooly@amfam.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 
American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 11224529

Call (847) 888-2222 for a 
no-obligation free quote.

insure Carefully,
dream fearlessly. 

 

PLUMBING 

847-683-5050   www.BestlerCorp.com

Service • Remodeling  
New Construction

Brian  847-269-9870
Paul 847-772-3751 

Remax Horizon 374 N McLean Blvd, Elgin

SUBURBAN
WATER CONDITIONERS, INC.
• WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT 

• SALES - RENTALS - SERVICE 
• REVERSE OSMOSIS (R.O.) 

(THE BOTTLED WATER ALTERNATIVE)
BOB MEEK, Parishioner

Bus (847) 741-4037 
Home (847) 697-5889

Firewood • Tree & Stump Removal

“Fully Insured
&

Free Estimates.” 

847-683-7252 

 

- OPEN EVERYDAY 6AM TO 3PM -
(847) 429-2222 
www.larkincafe.com 

1568 Larkin Avenue • Elgin

Serving Delicious  
Breakfast & Lunch

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952
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847-697-6444 • tomsplumbingservice.com

Alexander Plumbing
214 E. Chicago St. • Elgin, IL 60120

Plumbing • Sewers • Remodeling

CALL TODAY!
847-742-0541

Eye Physicians & Surgeons
West Dundee: 847-426-0227 
Crystal Lake: 815-455-0212 

Huntley: 847-669-5600
www.simpsoneye.com

Lester H. Holze, Jr., D.C., 
Christopher M. Holze, D.C. 

Holistic, Natural  
Health Care 

for the entire family

(847) 888-4770
2000 Larkin Ave., Ste. 200, Elgin

DARMON ORTHODONTICS, P.C.
L.M. Darmon, DDS, MS

Parish Member

2001 Larkin Ave, Suite 207

(847) 741-1165

Laird Funeral Home P.C.
	 310 S. State St.	 120 S. Third St.
	 Elgin, Ill 60123	  West Dundee, Ill 60118
	  847-741-8800	 847-836-8770
Donald Laird    Stephen Laird    Robert Laird    Patricia Laird

Corey Short
“Family owned and operated”

Wait Ross Allanson
Funeral Home and Cremation Services

		 	 51 Center St.	 201 S. Main St.
		 Elgin, Ill 60120	 Algonquin, Ill 60102
	  847-742-2100	   847-658-4232

www.mcleanautorepair.com

Complete Automotive 
Maintenance

(847) 741-9576

G. M. Kazim Agency Inc. 

(847) 278-0255 | www.GMKazim.com 
1140 N Mclean Blvd, Unit E • Elgin 

Call us for AUTO, HOME & Business Insurance.

 
Specializing in Basements: 

*Foundation Wall Cracks *Epoxy Injection 
*Wallclay Method *Drain Tile Systems

(847) 754-9355

Try a FREE Class
959 N La Fox St, South Elgin

www.SouthElgin                    .com

847-888-8866
224-535-0122 

commercial • industrial • residential

Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

68 Tyler Creek Plaza • Elgin 

Monday-Friday: 2-9 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday: Noon-9 p.m.

Open for Carry Out, Door Dash  
Delivery or Mobile Ordering

CALL OR TEXT FOR APPT. 

224.325.2669
893 S. RANDALL RD. • ELGIN 

(RANDALL AND BOWES)

YOUR CLASSIC BARBERSHOP

50% OFF  
Slick Knick Face Massage  

w/coupon


