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Religious Education 
The 2020/21 program year will be filled with many changes, some planned and some due to the new circumstances of life. 

Religious Education for Pre-K through 7th grade has moved to “Family Formation”.  The Family Formation model of catechesis brings families together 
to learn about a specific faith topic over the course of a month. Father Browning will be teaching the parents and  
parents will be teaching their children.  With COVID restrictions, we are unable to gather for materials or grade level activities, so  
family faith will be delivered to family homes. Traditional catechists are now “Catechist Liaisons”. Each Liaison is assigned 8-10  
families to deliver and assist throughout the month.  We will be supplementing the delivery boxes with a monthly video lesson sent to families by 
Flocknote and additional resources on the Family Faith Webpage.  Father Browning’s parent talks will be live-streamed and available to everyone in 
the parish. 

First Reconciliation and First Communion preparation will be through a combination of home activities, video tutorials, and “live lessons”.  The preparation 
will be with the Dynamic Catholic Blessed series and video assistance from STM catechists and school teachers. 

Our Confirmation teens will all be following the Dynamic Catholic Decision Point program in small groups of 8-10 teens and facilitated by parents through 
Zoom.  We will also have several “live” holy hour evenings for the teen groups. 

We currently have 138 families in Family Faith Formation and 75 teens in Confirmation – total number of children in the program is 302. 

Sharing the good news of Jesus Christ has taken on a whole new  
challenge in the past year. 

 We ended 2019 and tried to begin 2020 strongly as a vibrant parish that 
has many dedicated volunteers that were the hands and feet of Jesus 
Christ to others. The pandemic has changed all of that and caused us to 
rethink and imagine other creative ways to share our love of Christ with 
each other and with others. 

 The pandemic created a whole new way for us to “attend” Mass.  We 
worked hard to navigate technology and how to bring the Mass to the 
people of St. Thomas More. We are very grateful to Fr. Browning for his 
persistence and the countless hours he dedicates to making sure the 
Mass can be seen by all who want to join us for worship. Our online 
community watching at home has grown. Many have invited family and 
friends who don't have Mass online at their parish to join ours. Our 
virtual parish community is one of the many blessings we have received 
this year. 

 St. Thomas More parishioners have always excelled at hospitality and 
when we were finally able to invite parishioners back to Mass with 
limited attendance, we asked for volunteers. We needed volunteers 
willing to greet and check people in, help them understand new  

protocols for their safety, and help with the cleaning protocol necessary 
after every Mass. St. Thomas More parishioners responded in a big way. 
Without those of you who have given of yourselves to help, we would 
not be able to be at Mass in person. 

 The needy of our community have not been forgotten. Our St. Vincent 
DePaul Society has been able to continue to serve the needy of Elgin 
because of the continued generosity of St. Thomas More parishioners. 
We have recently been able to begin our reverse collection campaigns to 
help several local charities. Parishioners are preparing meals for the 
guests at PADS, Elgin's homeless shelter. Others are preparing meals-to-
go at what was once a free, sit down, meal at a local church. Thank you 
for your continued support. 

 Adult ongoing formation has also gone through a makeover process. 
Many of the groups that used to meet in person at church are not  
meeting at church due to the size of the group or due to the comfort 
level of people in close proximity of each other. Classes and groups have 
opted for online sources such as Zoom or our YouTube channel. Fr. 
Browning has a very successful and popular class on Wednesday nights 
on our YouTube channel at 7:00PM. We are planning for more  
programs to be available. 

Please visit our parish website for our Presider’s Schedule and this week’s Mass Intentions. 

 
7 WEDDINGS  36 FUNERALS  36 BAPTISMS  80 FIRST COMMUNIONS  78 CONFIRMATIONS 

St. Thomas More is a beautiful, vibrant parish 
and school community because of you, its  
outstanding parishioners. My first year and a 
half here have been busy, crazy, but joyful. I am 
grateful to all of you. The following bulletin is 
the annual financial report of the parish for 
2019-2020. The year 2020 has been a wild ride 
for us all. We have taken this opportunity not 
just to survive but to thrive.  

Financially, we continue to need your support. Every amount helps, 
large or small. Given the circumstances, many have been generous in 
support of the parish. Thank you! Please see last week's bulletin for 
giving opportunities where we could use your help.  

Even in this year's craziness, we have started and restarted Perpetual 
Adoration in our St. Joseph Chapel. Thank you to all of you, adorers. 
The graces that flow into your lives and our parish through Adoration 
are abundant. 

There are over 170 parishioners signed up for our STM Prayer Warrior 
initiative. A sign of hunger and desire to deepen your relationship with 
God.  

Since August, we have filled (capacity 120) each of the four weekend 
Masses, and our daily Masses range from 50 to 90. 

Our Family Faith Formation program is off to a great start, and the 
families grow together in their faith and enjoy the Holy time together.  

Our Parish School is open and off to a fantastic start thanks to our  
families, administration, and teachers. A big heartfelt thank you to all of 
you. You're amazing! 

A huge thank you to the parish staff for all of their hard work over this 
challenging time. Working in the background to get us opened up 
again, kept clean, and serving our parishioners with love and joy - their 
work in establishing our online presence and ministering in new ways. 

A big heartfelt thank you to all of you! I love being your Pastor!  

Evangelization 

https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/religious-education
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/make-connections
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/mass
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RCIA 
This year’s RCIA Group at St. Thomas More included four  
candidates: 2 baptized Catholics and 2 baptized Protestants. 

Before everything shut down in mid-March, Dennis Higgins and I 
had discussed with them the seven Sacraments, Scripture, and 
Catholic teachings and practices. 

Unfortunately with the shutdown in mid-March, we were unable 
to have our day of retreat and the reception of their sacraments at 
the Easter Vigil. 

The group did receive their Sacraments at a special Mass on Saturday, 
August 8th with this year’s Religious Education Confirmation  
students. 

Youth Ministry 
 Our Mission is to bring youth together to encounter Christ, learn 

the truths of the Catholic faith, and deepen their love for the  
sacraments.  

 This is our 15th year of putting on spiritual, social and service 
based programs at St. Thomas More Parish for hundreds of kids 
in grades 5-12. 

 We have adapted Youth Ministry this year to focus on community, 
faith growth and prayer during this stressful time in the youth’s 
lives. 

 We are thinking outside the box this year and doing many events 
outside and socially distanced.  We are committed to supporting 
the youth and showing them hope through their faith in Christ. 

 High Schoolers gather twice a month at TRUTH meetings to 
grow deeper in their faith, learn about their Catholic identity, and 
grow in fellowship together. 

 Youth Ministry is serving middle schoolers through monthly 
Arise Nights, where 5-7th graders can gather to learn about their 
Catholic identity and how to apply it to their daily lives. 

Our many liturgical ministries contribute to the 
life and vitality of our worship at Mass. Our 
liturgical ministries include, Altar Servers,  
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist,  
Lectors, Mass Coordinators, Musicians, and 
Ushers. Although much of our planned year 
was cut-short due to Covid-19, we were able to 
celebrate 78 Confirmations, 80 First  
Communions, 7 Marriages, and 36 Funerals. 
Our Adult Choir, Youth Choir, High School 
Ensemble, Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, and 
instrumentalists/cantors added dignity and 
solemnity to our liturgical celebrations.  

In December, we again welcomed 
the Appalachian Christmas Quartet, featuring our 
own Jeanne Anne and Michael Aukofer. The 
concert brought 500 people, from our parish 
and from around our community, into STM for 
an evening of traditional Christmas hymns. 

The greatest joy of our parish this year, was the 
beginning of Perpetual Adoration on Ash 
Wednesday in our newly named Saint Joseph 
Adoration Chapel. Many faithful adorers have 
stepped up to spend time in silent prayer with 
our Lord. 

During the pandemic, many of our choir  
members have participated in Father Browning’s 
YouTube teachings, followed by a Zoom where 
we discuss the teaching and then have a chance 
to catch-up and pray with one another. 

Looking into 2020-2021, these are some goals 
for liturgy and music: 

 Continue to live-stream Mass and Adoration.  

 Continue to produce online worship aids 
with music for our live-streamed Masses. 

 Renew licensing to legally utilize contemporary 
songs and traditional hymns during our  
live-streamed Masses and within our online 
worship aids. 

 In April, we introduced a time of praise 
/worship music during Adoration on  
Wednesdays. We will continue to offer this 
so that all have access to Adoration. 

 The introduction of praise/worship music at 
Adoration led to the adjustment of our 5pm 
Saturday Mass becoming a contemporary 
Mass. In May, we began learning a new Mass 
setting, Mass of Restoration for our contemporary 
Mass. 

 Our Sunday Mass times will remain within 
the traditional hymn style. 

 With the introduction of praise/worship 
music at Adoration and Saturday 5pm Mass, 
we plan to add times throughout the year for 
our young adults to spend time in prayer in a 
Holy Hour in Adoration. 

Attendance at Mass is currently limited to 120, 
but we will adjust these guidelines as necessary 
and as instructed by our Bishop and the Diocese. 

As none of us truly knows what 2021 holds, below is a prayer, shared with our choirs: 
“Be Still” by Jeanne Hunt 
God of silence, teach us to appreciate the rest, a moment of stillness in our music when all our voices become united in a soundless breath. May we not be  
impatient to sing again. Teach us to take the rest as a call to be mindful of silence. The pause leads us to anticipate, relish, what came before and what will come 
after the quiet. It is as important as any sound we make. It can be the calm before the storm or the peace after the onset of  joy. In this choir, let us see the space 
between the notes as alive with contrast and expectation. And so, it is with our lives; in the stillness we hear you, when all is silent you lead us more deeply into 
your Spirit. Stillness allows us to be near to you and hear your voice. In music, the stillness becomes heavy with your presence enhancing the sound to come. You 
bring us through the mountains of song and the rest beside still waters. Bringing us to understand that both are a necessary grace. Amen. 

Music and Liturgy 

https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/becoming-catholic
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/youth-ministry
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/music-ministries
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St. Thomas More’s Parish Finance Council has 
reviewed the financial operations for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 2020.  This year’s results 
have been greatly impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic, which is likely to have a dramatic 
effect on the upcoming fiscal year as well.  We 
are happy to report that the financial news as of 
June 30, 2020 is very positive. 

The table on page 4 shows a summary of the 
revenue, expenses, and additional financing 
sources/cash payments for the past three fiscal 
years.  On page 6 are two separate pie charts 
that provide a visual presentation of the 
2019/2020 revenue and expenses.   

Highlights include: 

 Total expenses exceeded revenues by 
$172,592 for 2019/2020.   

 Revenues performed quite well thanks to 
your strong charitable giving that continued 
once masses switched from in-person to 
livestream in March 2020.  Total 2019/2020 

revenue was $2,433,528, about $90,000 less 
than 2018/2019. 

 The Parish also received $286,208 from the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic  
Security Act (CARES), a one-time Federal 
Government payment that helped fund  
employee payroll during the early stages of 
the pandemic. 

 Expenses of $2,606,120 were effectively 
monitored throughout the year and most 
expense categories came in well below last 
year’s level.  The Capital Expenditures line 
item included $281,467 to complete Phase 2 
of the School Roofing Project.  Because of the 
pandemic, no future capital projects are 
planned for the immediate future. 

 In August 2019, a new loan from the diocese 
was obtained to complete Phase 2 of the 
School Roofing Project and the loan balance 
is $215,231 at June 30, 2020.  This loan will 
be repaid over the next two years using 
Building Fund donations and any refund 

from the annual Diocesan Appeal. 

 Due to the recent pullback in the stock  
market, the Parish’s Foundation accounts 
did not perform as well in 2019/2020 losing 
$56,436 in value.  Total Foundation assets 
were $1,238,659 at June 30, 2020. 

 The education of our Parish family is of great 
importance and these programs make up a 
large portion of the Parish’s expenses.  The 
school, religious education (RE,  
Confirmation Classes and RCIA) and youth 
ministry are included in these programs.  
The Catholic formation of our youth and 
newest members give witness to our faith 
and the future of our Parish family. 

God’s blessings and your stewardship make all 
of this possible.  Thank you again for your generous 
support during these challenging times. 

In His Service, 
St. Thomas More Finance Council 

St. Thomas More Catholic School provides an academic environment 
that is centered around Christ designed to promote the total  
development of the child, intellectually and spiritually. This is achieved 
by the St. Thomas More School and parish community emboldening each 
child with a Catholic curriculum that instills faith, promotes academic 
excellence, fosters creativity, welcomes change and diversity, and  
integrates technology. STM is educating the community’s next  
generation, both spiritually and academically, grounded in the Catholic 
faith. St. Thomas More Catholic School has 16 full-time and 10 part-time 
faculty and staff committed to every student’s success.  We believe that 
Catholic education begins with faith.  The school works in cooperation 
with parents, who are the primary educators of their children, to assist 
students in developing their spiritual, intellectual, moral, and physical 
gifts. Recognizing individual talents and abilities, we provide an  
educational program that allows children to develop to their fullest  
extent as responsible Catholic individuals.  Improvements/achievements 
last school year include: 
  

 We had our state accreditation visit by the state of Illinois and  
successfully met and exceeded their standards successfully  
re-accrediting the school. 

 The entire school participated in the worldwide Hour of Code event 
introducing students to the skill of coding. 

 STM quickly and successfully expanded eLearning to ensure students 
met education standards when schools were closed by the state early in 
the pandemic. 

 The Wi-Fi was expanded throughout the building for more broadband 
to accommodate students using one-to-one on devices. 

 A Before Care program was added to our Extended Care program to 
assist parents who needed to get to work earlier. 

 A second water fountain with bottle filler was added in the classroom 
hallway making it more accessible for students and teachers to refill 
their water bottles during the school day. 

 Brand new red lockers were purchased and installed for the students in 

grades 5 – 8 to use in the hallways outside their classrooms giving them 
more storage. 

 The “You Be the Chemist” competition was introduced to the junior 
high students this year.  Many competed and moved on to the regional 
competition. 

 Academically students achieved success advancing to state  
competitions for Science and History fairs and were also regionally 
honored with top honors for essay contests. One student was even 
chosen to go to Nationals in Washington D.C. representing STM 
school at the National History Fair. 

 The wall between the computer lab and library was taken down  
creating a larger space for use, and the plan is on pace for the  
development of a STEM lab.   

 We introduced STM magnetic chip clips to promote school pride. 

 The building aesthetics were improved with the painting of the entire 
hall by the classrooms for grades 1 – 8 and the hallway by the school 
and RE offices.  

 The school building completed its roof replacement. The second half of 
the school building received a new roof, adding to the first half of the 
roof completed the prior year. 

 
On all levels, St. Thomas More School works relentlessly to strive to be 
the best for our students and families.  Our school’s educational programs 
reflect the mission statement, philosophy, goals, and objectives following 
the Diocese of Rockford curriculum standards. 

STM School 

From the Finance Council   
An Overview of the Parish Annual Financial Report for 2019/2020 

https://stmelgin.org/
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$980,983 

$66,947 $35,700 

$52,868 

$898,748 

$93,065 $86,758 

$76,910 

$142,143 

$1,427,213 $281,467 
$10,102 

$276,928 $268,298 

$66,947 

Sunday Collections 

Christmas, Easter,    

Holy Days 

Donations & Bequests 

Renovation Donations 

School Tuition & Fees 

School Fundraisers Net 

(Income-Expense) 

Religious Education 

Tuition & Fees 

School & Parish         

Miscellaneous Income 

Special Collections 

TOTAL INCOME 

$2,433,528 

Salaries & Benefits 

Buildings & Grounds 

General Operating 

Assessments 

Interest Payments       

on Debt 

School and Parish    

Miscellaneous Expense 

Special Collections 

Expense 

Capital Expenditures 

TOTAL EXPENSE 

$2,606,120 

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 INCOME 

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 EXPENSE 

TOTAL REVENUE  

LESS EXPENSES 

($172,592) 

$108,647 

$166,518 



RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FIRE DOORS • HOLLOW METAL DOORS 

DOCK EQUIPMENT • RESIDENTIAL DOORS
Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years

Steve Getzin, Owner  (847) 683-0333
“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN.”

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL
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Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

 
CUSTOM FLORAL DESIGNS 

WEDDINGS-EVENTS-FUNERALS

PLANTSCAPING SALES-RENTAL-SERVICE

PEGGY GARVIN CAMPBELL, Parishioner 
847-697-7377 www.garvingardens.com 

garvingardens@gmail.com

3091 U.S. Rt. 20, Elgin
(1 mile west of Randall Rd.)

847-488-1900
Open 24/7

$3.29 MEAL DEAL
1 Bowl of Soup OR Chili, 
1 Sm Drink & choice of 

1 Bagel from 11am-11pm
Elgin 847-488-1900

With this coupon.
One coupon per visit.

Not valid with 
any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/20

$2.00 OFF 
1 Dozen Donuts

No Limit
Elgin 847-488-1900

With this coupon.
One coupon per visit.

Not valid with 
any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/20

Your local technology and business 
partner since 1979. Providing 

computing and network solutions to 
business and education. 

 630-584-9505   •   www.mcctech.com

 

20% OFF purchase of eyeglasses  
*Some conditions apply

      St. Charles             Elgin 
   630-584-9850        847-695-0499 

Foxvalleyeyes.com

847-741-6464  (showroom)

1255 Bowes Rd •  Elgin

847-741-0264
Local & Long Distance
Thomas Berna, Parishioner

SYMMETRY
 

Remodeling Specialists 
Contractors, Carpenters 

Custom Cabinets
 Kerry O’Connor      Steve Vincent 
(847) 899-0415   (847) 363-0415
symmetryremodeling.com

GROUP, LLC

Michael P. Ellsworth, CFP 
Certified Financial Planner 

- Parishioner since 1997 -
FINANCIAL PLANNING AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT

(847) 531-8693
36 N. McLean Blvd., Elgin 

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.p.ellsworth

 Kevin Malooly Agency LLC 
 Kevin Malooly, Agent 

 75 Market St Ste 6 
 Elgin, IL 60123 

 kmalooly@amfam.com 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 
American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 11224529

Call (847) 888-2222 for a 
no-obligation free quote.

insure Carefully,
dream fearlessly. 
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PLUMBING 

847-683-5050   www.BestlerCorp.com

Service • Remodeling  
New Construction

Brian  847-269-9870
Paul 847-772-3751 

Remax Horizon 374 N McLean Blvd, Elgin

SUBURBAN
WATER CONDITIONERS, INC.
• WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT 

• SALES - RENTALS - SERVICE 
• REVERSE OSMOSIS (R.O.) 

(THE BOTTLED WATER ALTERNATIVE)
BOB MEEK, Parishioner

Bus (847) 741-4037 
Home (847) 697-5889

Firewood • Tree & Stump Removal

“Fully Insured
&

Free Estimates.” 

847-683-7252 

 

- OPEN EVERYDAY 6AM TO 3PM -
(847) 429-2222 
www.larkincafe.com 

1568 Larkin Avenue • Elgin

Serving Delicious  
Breakfast & Lunch

Call LPi today
for advertising info 

 (800) 950-9952
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847-697-6444 • tomsplumbingservice.com

Alexander Plumbing
214 E. Chicago St. • Elgin, IL 60120

Plumbing • Sewers • Remodeling

CALL TODAY!
847-742-0541

Eye Physicians & Surgeons
West Dundee: 847-426-0227 
Crystal Lake: 815-455-0212 

Huntley: 847-669-5600
www.simpsoneye.com

Lester H. Holze, Jr., D.C., 
Christopher M. Holze, D.C. 

Holistic, Natural  
Health Care 

for the entire family

(847) 888-4770
2000 Larkin Ave., Ste. 200, Elgin

DARMON ORTHODONTICS, P.C.
L.M. Darmon, DDS, MS

Parish Member

2001 Larkin Ave, Suite 207

(847) 741-1165

Laird Funeral Home P.C.
 310 S. State St. 120 S. Third St.
 Elgin, Ill 60123  West Dundee, Ill 60118
  847-741-8800 847-836-8770
Donald Laird    Stephen Laird    Robert Laird    Patricia Laird

Corey Short
“Family owned and operated”

Wait Ross Allanson
Funeral Home and Cremation Services

   51 Center St. 201 S. Main St.
  Elgin, Ill 60120 Algonquin, Ill 60102
  847-742-2100   847-658-4232

www.mcleanautorepair.com

Complete Automotive 
Maintenance

(847) 741-9576
 

Specializing in Basements: 
*Foundation Wall Cracks *Epoxy Injection 

*Wallclay Method *Drain Tile Systems

(847) 754-9355

Try a FREE Class
959 N La Fox St, South Elgin

www.SouthElgin                    .com

847-888-8866
224-535-0122 

commercial • industrial • residential

Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

68 Tyler Creek Plaza • Elgin 

Monday-Friday: 2-9 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday: Noon-9 p.m.

Open for Carry Out, Door Dash  
Delivery or Mobile Ordering

CALL OR TEXT FOR APPT. 

224.325.2669
893 S. RANDALL RD. • ELGIN 

(RANDALL AND BOWES)

YOUR CLASSIC BARBERSHOP

50% OFF  
Slick Knick Face Massage  

w/coupon


