
APRIL  16 ,  2023  2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY)  

Pastor 
Reverend Ryan Browning 

rbrowning@stthomasmorechurch.org 

www.fatherbrowning.com 

 

Parochial Vicar 
Father “Ejay” Edil Jarapa 

associate@stthomasmorechurch.org 

Deacons 
Mr. Jack Roder 

Mr. David Deitz 

Parish Staff 
stthomasmorechurch.org/staff 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday 8:30 AM    5 PM  

Sunday 8 AM   10 AM  12 PM 

Daily Mass Schedule 
Rosary 8:00 AM 

Daily  8:30 AM 

Reconciliation 
Tuesday 5:30 PM  

Thursday 9 AM 

Saturday  9 AM   1 PM 

Perpetual Adoration 
Sunday  1 PM - Saturday 1 PM 

stthomasmorechurch.org/adoration 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4:30 PM 

847.888.1682 

School Office 
stmelgin.org 

847.742.3959 

Faith Formation Office 
stthomasmorechurch.org 
/religious-education 

847.888.4887 

www.stthomasmorechurch.org 

“ E a r t h  h a t h  n o  s o r r o w  t h a t  h e a v e n  c a n n o t  h e a l . ”   -  S t .  T h o m a s  M o r e  

ST. THOMAS MORE 
CATHOLIC PARISH ESTABLISHED 1959 

847.888.1682 

https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org
https://www.fatherbrowning.com/
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/staff
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/adoration
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/religious-education
https://www.stmelgin.org
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WELCOME Parishioners 

Our Mission is to embody the Gospel of Jesus Christ (sacrificial love of God and others) through living a Catholic 

life strengthened by the Sacraments, nourished by a dedicated prayer life and lived out by loving service to all 

peoples. Join us and find the purpose and meaning that leads to the fullness of life. 

Baptism 
stthomasmorechurch.org/baptism 

Baptism for children is celebrated Sundays at 1:00pm. 

See our website for more information. 

Matrimony 
stthomasmorechurch.org/marriage 

Visit our website above to fill out a form and a priest 

will contact you with more information. 

Sick & Homebound 

Call the parish office if you are unable to come to 

church and would like to receive Holy Communion. 

Anointing of the Sick 
stthomasmorechurch.org/anointing-of-the-sick 

Call the parish office to make arrangements  

to receive this sacrament. 

Becoming Catholic 
stthomasmorechurch.org/becoming-catholic 

If you are an adult who is interested in becoming 

Catholic we would like to help you. 

SACRAMENTAL Information 

PARISH  GREETINGS 
St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

St. Vincent de Paul 
stthomasmorechurch.org 

/st-vincent-de-paul-society 

We strive to comfort, feed, 

clothe, and assist those in need. 

We serve in person, keeping all 

things confidential & preserving 

dignity. Please call our answering 

machine at 847.628.5170.  

Bereavement Ministry 

Trained volunteers are available 

to provide spiritual support  

and comfort to all parishioners 

mourning a death loss.  

 

Life Matters 
Any woman, who is pregnant and 

in need, should never feel alone 

and can find help at Corbella 

Clinic at 847.697.0200, The Life 

Center at 847.622.1235, or  

Project Rachel at 800.593.2273. 

SUPPORT Information 

Let’s keep in touch! 

Text “stmelgin”  

to 84576 or visit  

flocknote.com/

stthomasmore37 

Like our Facebook 

page to stay connected 

to our community! 

facebook.com/St Thomas 

More Catholic Church  

Subscribe to our 

YouTube Channel 

youtube.com  

Search for St Thomas  

More Church 

Follow @stmcelgin  

on Instagram. Share 

your faith...through pic-

tures by hashtag 

#stmcelginthegram 

Share your experiences and photos with us. 

Flocknote I Facebook I Instagram I YouTube 

BULLETIN Deadlines  

April 30th Bulletin 

Materials Due: April 17, 2023 

May 7th Bulletin 

Materials Due: April 24, 2023 

tel:%28847%29%20628-5170
https://www.instagram.com/stmcelgin/
https://www.facebook.com/stmelgin/
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/baptism
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/marriage
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/anointing-of-the-sick
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/becoming-catholic
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society
https://www.flocknote.com/stthomasmore37
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwwm_-MluJkjuKJOgLpXVUQ
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Divine Mercy Sunday and Its Special Graces 

A devout Polish nun, St. Faustina had very little formal 
education, but as Jesus revealed himself to her, He 
asked that she record His words. She dutifully kept  
journals. One revelation was: "I desire that the Feast of 
Mercy [Second Sunday of Easter] be a refuge and  
shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On 
that day, the very depths of My tender mercy are open. 
I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls 
who approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that will 
go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall 
obtain complete forgiveness of sins and  
punishment. On that day the divine floodgates through 
which grace flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw 
near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet." 

God sent St. Faustina to remind the world of God's  
merciful love. At St. Faustina's canonization, St. John 
Paul said Christ called her to spread devotion to the 
image of Divine Mercy (painted as He appeared to St. 
Faustina) for proclaiming and imploring God's mercy for 
the world and the striving for Christian perfection. 

Jesus told St. Faustina: "My Heart overflows with great 
mercy for souls, and especially for poor sinners…[I]t is for 
them that the Blood and Water flowed from My Heart 
as from a fount overflowing with mercy. For them I dwell 
in the tabernacle as King of Mercy." 

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is a set of prayers used in 
the Divine Mercy devotion. We use the standard Rosary 
beads to pray the Chaplet, often at 3 pm (the time of 

Jesus' death), but with a different set of prayers than 
those used in the Marian Rosary. You can find the  
prayers on our website.   

The Image of Jesus, known as Divine Mercy, was  
revealed to St. Faustina. He appeared with rays  
radiating from His Sacred Heart and then told Sr. Faustina 
to have an image painted as He appeared to her,  
including, "Jesus, I trust in you." He also promised that 
those who venerated the image would not perish. "By 
means of this image, I shall grant many graces to souls. 
It is to be a reminder of the demands of My mercy,  
because even the strongest faith is of no avail without 
works." An image of the Divine Mercy hangs in our  
St. Joseph Adoration Chapel.   

How to celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday 
Come to Mass in a state of grace, having celebrated 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation within the last twenty 
days and free from mortal sin. Attend any Mass on  
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 16. Pray an Our Father, Hail 
Mary, and Glory Be for the intentions of Pope  
Francis. Doing this is like a second baptism. We  
receive "complete forgiveness of sins and  
punishment." We get a brand new start - no baggage 
remains (no temporal punishment due to sin remains).  

Join us today at 1 pm for a Divine Mercy Holy Hour  
of Adoration. 

In God's Merciful Love, 
Fr. Browning  

LETTER from Fr. Browning 

PARISH  NEWS 
St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

A LETTER FROM FR. EJAY 

KONTI LANG: “The Locked Doors” 

Staying behind closed doors is the only 

option left for the disciples. After the 

death of their master, they tremble in 

fear sensing that they are the Jewish 

leaders’ next target. The locked doors 

have become the symbol of fear, insecurities and 

helplessness. Like the disciples, sometimes we  

isolate our life apart from the rest of the world to 

escape from the miseries or to deal with them 

alone. In the process, we lose confidence and 

sense of direction until our fears totally snatch away 

our happiness from us. It is good to be “resurrection 

people”, because we know we have the Risen Lord 

who would come through the bolts to rescue and 

bring us back to life. 

https://www.stmelgin.org
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PRAY  WITH  US 
St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

SPOTLIGHT 
St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

We welcome  

this child  

to God’s family. 

BAPTISMS at STM 

 All Souls in Purgatory 
 Ed Bartholomew  
 Mary Cantu  
 Ed Clay  
 Helen Clemens  
 Ryan Costelloe  
 Kiley Cox  
 Juanita Cundiff  
 Ali Dunn  
 Larry Durrant  
 Greg Garfield 
 Dianna Giardino   
 Dominick Girardi  
 Linda Girardi  

 Angela Guasta  
 Vince Guasta  
 Lynn Harper  
 Anastacio Hernandez  
 Inez Hernandez  
 Magdalena Hernandez  
 Miguel A Hernandez  
 Karen Johnson  
 Shirley Kinsella 
 Angela Loeding  
 Tony Long 
 Steve McCloud   
 Fran Meek  
 William Meek   

 Belinda Mockler  
 Sue Moylan  
 Gloria Neitzel 
 Elizabeth North  
 Barb Pruter  
 Linda Rakowski  
 Carmen Rodriguez  
 Donald Sarau  
 Laurie Sarau  
 Helen Stasukaitis  
 Louise Wolff 

PRAYER List 
Join us in praying for members of our community who are sick or ailing. To add or remove a name on our prayer list, please call 

the parish office 847.888.1682. To keep our prayer list current, names will remain on the list for 3 months. After that time, please 

contact the parish office to renew names. 

Lord Hear Our Prayer... 

READINGS of the Day 
https://bible.usccb.org/ 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops'  

(USCCB's) mission is to encounter the mercy of Christ 

and to accompany His people with joy. Visit the link 

above for podcast audio, videos and daily prayers. 

SYMPATHY List 
Rest In Peace 

 Joan Robin Fuller  

 Jason Long  

CAREER  

Opportunity 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES  

– DIOCESE OF ROCKFORD 

Aurora, McHenry, Rockford, Elgin 

Seeking professional counselor or 

social worker for our Community 

and School Counseling programs. 

Contact Richard Parsons 

779.210.8698  

or RParsons@RockfordDiocese.org 

GIVING at St. Thomas More 
At St. Thomas More Church you are able to share your 

donations in a variety of ways.  

 AT MASS: You can drop your weekly offering in one 

of the baskets at the back of church. We are currently 

not taking up a collection during the Mass. 

 ONLINE: You can sign up to make your weekly  

offering online by visiting our website at Parish  

Giving; stthomasmorechurch.org/donate-1 

If you have questions about donations to 

St. Thomas More, contact Olga Pomella 

at finance@stthomasmorechurch.org or 

847.888.1682 x213 

Ismael Alfonso Ochoa  

His Godparents; Mayra Soto and Juan Andrade  

https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/donate-1
mailto:finance@stthomasmorechurch.org
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/donate-1
https://bible-usccb.org


A Discernment Retreat 
A special time away for women 35-55 years of age 

who are in transition and searching for what God is 

calling them to next. 

When: Friday, April 28, 7:00 p.m. - Sunday, April 30, after 

noon meal 

Location: Nazareth Spirituality Center, 717 N. Batavia 

Ave., Batavia, IL 

Presenters: Kathy Brady-Murfin, Vocation Director & 

Spiritual Director; Sr. Evelyn Varboncoeur, Formation 

Director; Sr. Linda Hatton, Spiritual Director 

Cost: $125 

Register at sscm-usa.org 

For more information, call Kathy at 815.814.1414 
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Need a gift for that special someone 

on Mother’s Day? Help those in need 

in our Elgin community by purchasing 

a beautiful 10” Fuchsia or Red Geranium 

Hanging Basket from St. Vincent de 

Paul. The sale is from April 15th 

through May 5th. 

1. Order through May 5th online  

– at our website:  

stthomasmorechurch.org/st-vincent-

de-paul-society 

OR 

2. Fill out the order form located in the gathering 

space at church along with your payment (make 

check payable to St. Vincent de Paul). Place order 

in the container marked Flower Orders. 

3. If there are any flowers still available after May 

5th, you can purchase them on the day of pick-up 

on a first come, first serve basis. Please bring a 

check made payable to St. Vincent de Paul to pay 

for the plant(s). 

Cost: $30.00 each 

Pick-up Date: Saturday, May 6th from 10 am until 

11:30 am 

Location for Pick-Up: St. Laurence Catholic Church 

parking lot, 225 Jewett St., Elgin, IL 

The Society of St. Vincent De Paul Mother’s Day Flower Sale 2023 

HAPPENINGS 
St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

Mother’s Day Gift Bags 

The Elgin Deanery Council of Catholic Women will be 

collecting ladies personal size toiletry items for their 18th 

Annual Mother’s Day Gift Bags. These items will be put 

into individual bags and then given to local women’s 

shelters. Donations can be dropped in the designated 

box in the Narthex beginning Monday, April 24 - Monday, 

May 8. This year we will assemble the bags on Tuesday, 

May 9 at St. Thomas Moore Church, 215 Thomas More 

Dr, Elgin at 9:00 am in the Chelsea Room. We welcome 

anyone interested to join us in assembling the gift bags. 

Bring a dish to pass and join us for lunch after the bags 

are assembled. Thank you. 

St. Edward H. S.  
VISIT US. IN-PERSON TOURS. MEET-AND-GREETS. 

 

We welcome prospective students and their families 

interested in hearing more about St. Edward CCHS to 

visit us during our “Spring 2023 Open House” on  

Sunday, April 23 from 1 - 3 PM. We will host student 

guided tours, as well as meet-and-greets with  

faculty, staff, and coaches. Learn more about our 

college prep curriculum, extracurricular activities, 

and much more!  

 

RSVP by April 16 by visit ing https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZX3TJCL and you will be 

entered into a drawing to win a “Future Wave” gift 

bag valued at $350. 

Bun Run 
Register now for the Fun Bun Run 5K for Education, 

and change the lives of children forever. On May 

13th our 5K Run/Walk in Geneva, IL for Education will 

raise funds to ensure that poor children in Haiti have 

a chance to attend school. REGISTER NOW. We need 

you, your friends, and your family to join us by  

walking, running or donating. 

Last year's race raised funds that allowed 240  

children to attend school. Or more information, 

https://funbunrun.org/on-site-race-info/ 

https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZX3TJCL
https://www.funbunrun.org/on-site-race-info
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Adoration Candles Intentions 

April 16 - April 22 
Charlotte Weishaar, Cynthia Weishaar, Anne Drabek  

April 23 - April 29 
Mike Koch 

MASS HIGHLIGHTS 
St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 If you would like to have a Mass said for someone,  

call the parish office to schedule. The contribution  

for reserving the intention of a Mass is $10.00. 

Monday, April 17 
8:30 AM Mass 

Janice Marie Crittenden 

Tuesday, April 18 
8:30 AM Mass 

Mary Lesniak 

Wednesday, April 19 
8:30 AM Mass 

Caleb Aranowski 

9:30 AM Mass 

Susan Marie Wagener  

Thursday, April 20 
8:30 AM Mass 

Theresa Tillman 

Friday, April 21 
8:30 AM Mass 

Rose Pausche 

Thanksgiving for birthdays in the Siby Family  

Saturday, April 22 
8:30 AM Mass 

George Hathaway 

5:00 PM Mass 

Tom Thompson (sp. int.) 

Sunday, April 23 
8:00 AM Mass 

People of STM 

10:00 AM Mass 

Marjorie Banker  

12:00 PM Mass 

Louis Garcia 

Ida & Francis Cox and Ella Chafee 

Presiders 
 

Saturday, April 22 
8:30 AM Mass 

Fr. Browning 

5:00 PM Mass 

Fr. Ejay 

Sunday, April 23 
8:00 AM Mass 

Fr. Browning 

10:00 AM Mass 

Fr. Ejay 

12:00 PM Mass 

Fr. Linster 
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Michael P. Ellsworth, CFP 
Certified Financial Planner 

- Parishioner since 1997 -

FINANCIAL PLANNING AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT
(847) 531-8693

36 N. McLean Blvd., Elgin 

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.p.ellsworth

SUBURBAN

WATER CONDITIONERS, INC.

• WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT 
• SALES - RENTALS - SERVICE 

• REVERSE OSMOSIS (R.O.) 
(THE BOTTLED WATER ALTERNATIVE)

BOB MEEK, Parishioner

Bus (847) 741-4037 
Home (847) 697-5889

Your local technology and business 

partner since 1979. Providing 

computing and network solutions 

to business and education.
 

 
630-584-9505 

www.mcctech.com

Firewood • Tree & Stump Removal

“Fully Insured & Free Estimates.” 

 
847-683-7252

3091 U.S. Rt. 20 

Elgin

(1 mile west of Randall Rd.)

847-488-1900

Open 24/7

$2.00 OFF 
1 Dozen Donuts

No Limit

Elgin 847-488-1900

With this coupon.

One coupon per visit.

Not valid with 

any other offer. 

Expires12/31/2023

$3.99 MEAL DEAL
1 Bowl of Soup OR Chili, 
1 Sm Drink & choice of 

1 Bagel from 11am-11pm
Elgin 847-488-1900

With this coupon.

One coupon per visit.

Not valid with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/2023

 

PLUMBING 

847-683-5050 
www.BestlerCorp.com

Service • Remodeling  
New Construction

20% OFF  
purchase of eyeglasses  

*Some conditions apply

      St. Charles             Elgin 

   630-584-9850        847-695-0499 

Foxvalleyeyes.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

FIRE DOORS • HOLLOW METAL DOORS 
DOCK EQUIPMENT • RESIDENTIAL DOORS 

Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years 

Steve Getzin, Owner 
(847) 683-0333 

“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN.”

DARMON  
ORTHODONTICS, P.C.
L.M. Darmon, DDS, MS

Parish Member

2001 Larkin Ave 
 Suite 207

(847) 741-1165

Lester H. Holze, Jr., D.C., 
Christopher M. Holze, D.C. 

Holistic, Natural  

Health Care 

for the entire family

(847) 888-4770

2000 Larkin Ave., Ste. 200, Elgin

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Jeff Hansen

 

jhansen@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2683
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Alexander Plumbing
214 E. Chicago St. 
Elgin, IL 60120

Plumbing • Sewers 
Remodeling

CALL TODAY!
847-742-0541

847-783-0200 847-783-0200  
www.jimmyscharhouseelgin.com 

2290 Point Blvd. • Elgin

ELGIN

Help Wanted
FIL-AM Pinoy Food Express

Looking for 

Cook - Cashier - Helper

773-701-3549
75 Market St. Elgin, IL 60213 

 2 minutes from St Thomas More & St Joseph Hospital

Complete  
Automotive 

Maintenance

(847)  
741-9576

www.mcleanautorepair.com

Specializing in Basements: 

*Foundation Wall Cracks  

*Epoxy Injection 

*Wallclay Method  

*Drain Tile Systems

(847) 754-9355

Thomas Berna 
parishioner

- SINCE 2000 -

 

 

• SERVICE • MAINTENANCE  

• INSTALLATION

Servicing All Makes  

and Models

(847) 496-3008

Trained. Reliable.  
Trustworthy.

Laird Funeral Home P.C.

 310 S. State St. 120 S. Third St.

 Elgin, Ill 60123  West Dundee, Ill 60118

  847-741-8800 847-836-8770
Donald Laird    Stephen Laird    Robert Laird    Patricia Laird

Corey Short

“Family owned and operated”

Wait Ross Allanson
Funeral Home and Cremation Services

   51 Center St. 201 S. Main St.

  Elgin, Ill 60120 Algonquin, Ill 60102

  847-742-2100   847-658-4232

224-535-0122
commercial 

industrial • residential

Serving Breakfast & Lunch 
7 Days a Week

(847) 628-6256 
www.randallspancakes.com 
305 Randall Rd • South Elgin

780 S. McLean Blvd, Elgin 

Foxvalleysr.com 

630-357-3570

• RESIDENTIAL • MULTI-TENANT 
• COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL• INDUSTRIAL

• SERVICE • REMODELING • SERVICE • REMODELING 
• NEW INSTALLATIONS• NEW INSTALLATIONS

Located in ElginLocated in Elgin

(847) 468-8171(847) 468-8171

Crack Sealing • Sealcoating 
Pothole Repair • Striping

Kevin A. Bergquist - Project Manager 
Cell: 224-659-3927 

Phone: 847-214-9800 
kbergquist@skcconstruction.net 

P.O. Box 503 • West Dundee, Illinois 60118

Pavement Maintenance  
& Preservation Solutions

SKC CONSTRUCTION INC.

MONDAY:  
Closed 

 
TUESDAY-SUNDAY:  

7am-2pm

219 Walnut Ave. • Elgin

Serving Breakfast  
and Lunch

David Dewitt 
(847)  

622-6848 
1831 Larkin Avenue • Elgin

Insuring your Home, Auto, Business & Life 
Call for a FREE Quote!


