
JUNE 18 ,  2023  11TH SUNDAY IN ORDIN ARY T IME  

Pastor 
Reverend Ryan Browning 

rbrowning@stthomasmorechurch.org 

www.fatherbrowning.com 

 

Parochial Vicar 
Father “Ejay” Edil Jarapa 

associate@stthomasmorechurch.org 

Deacons 
Mr. Jack Roder 

Mr. David Deitz 

Parish Staff 
stthomasmorechurch.org/staff 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday 8:30 AM    5 PM  

Sunday 8 AM   10 AM  12 PM 

Daily Mass Schedule 
Rosary 8:00 AM 

Daily  8:30 AM 

Reconciliation 
Tuesday 5:30 PM  

Thursday 9 AM 

Saturday  9 AM   1 PM 

Perpetual Adoration 
Sunday  1 PM - Saturday 1 PM 

stthomasmorechurch.org/adoration 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4:30 PM 

847.888.1682 

School Office 
stmelgin.org 

847.742.3959 

Faith Formation Office 
stthomasmorechurch.org 
/religious-education 

847.888.4887 

www.stthomasmorechurch.org 

“ E a r t h  h a t h  n o  s o r r o w  t h a t  h e a v e n  c a n n o t  h e a l . ”   -  S t .  T h o m a s  M o r e  

ST. THOMAS MORE 
CATHOLIC PARISH ESTABLISHED 1959 

847.888.1682 

https://www.stmelgin.org
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/baptism
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/adoration
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/religious-education
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/staff
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WELCOME Parishioners 

Our Mission is to embody the Gospel of Jesus Christ (sacrificial love of God and others) through living a Catholic 

life strengthened by the Sacraments, nourished by a dedicated prayer life and lived out by loving service to all 

peoples. Join us and find the purpose and meaning that leads to the fullness of life. 

Baptism 
stthomasmorechurch.org/baptism 

Baptism for children is celebrated Sundays at 1:00pm. 

See our website for more information. 

Matrimony 
stthomasmorechurch.org/marriage 

Visit our website above to fill out a form and a priest 

will contact you with more information. 

Sick & Homebound 

Call the parish office if you are unable to come to 

church and would like to receive Holy Communion. 

Anointing of the Sick 
stthomasmorechurch.org/anointing-of-the-sick 

Call the parish office to make arrangements  

to receive this sacrament. 

Becoming Catholic 
stthomasmorechurch.org/becoming-catholic 

If you are an adult who is interested in becoming 

Catholic we would like to help you. 

SACRAMENTAL Information 

PARISH  GREETINGS 
St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

St. Vincent de Paul 
stthomasmorechurch.org 

/st-vincent-de-paul-society 

We strive to comfort, feed, 

clothe, and assist those in need. 

We serve in person, keeping all 

things confidential & preserving 

dignity. Please call our answering 

machine at 847.628.5170.  

Bereavement Ministry 

Trained volunteers are available 

to provide spiritual support  

and comfort to all parishioners 

mourning a death loss.  

 

Life Matters 
Any woman, who is pregnant and 

in need, should never feel alone 

and can find help at Corbella 

Clinic at 847.697.0200, The Life 

Center at 847.622.1235, or  

Project Rachel at 800.593.2273. 

SUPPORT Information 

Let’s keep in touch! 

Text “stmelgin”  

to 84576 or visit  

flocknote.com/

stthomasmore37 

Like our Facebook 

page to stay connected 

to our community! 

facebook.com/St Thomas 

More Catholic Church  

Subscribe to our 

YouTube Channel 

youtube.com  

Search for St Thomas  

More Church 

Follow @stmcelgin  

on Instagram. Share 

your faith...through pic-

tures by hashtag 

#stmcelginthegram 

Share your experiences and photos with us. 

Flocknote I Facebook I Instagram I YouTube 

BULLETIN Deadlines  

July 2nd Bulletin 

Materials Due: June 19, 2023 

July 9th Bulletin 

Materials Due: June 26, 2023 

tel:%28847%29%20628-5170
https://www.facebook.com/stmelgin/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwwm_-MluJkjuKJOgLpXVUQ
https://www.instagram.com/stmcelgin/
https://www.flocknote.com/stthomasmore37
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/marriage
https://www.fatherbrowning.com/
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/anointing-of-the-sick
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/becoming-catholic
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THE TOY 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

What does it mean to be God’s “special possession”? 

Our world is dominated by things, objects,  

possessions. To say we are a materialistic culture is an 

understatement. In that context, it can be really hard 

to fully appreciate the meaning of being “possessed” 

by God. I have so many possessions, after all. I  

acquire and discard them without thought. I am 

even overwhelmed by them. Sometimes, it feels like 

they possess me. 

But then I think of the week after Christmas in a house 

with small children. In that week, there is always The 

Toy. The Toy that won the heart of your child under 

the tree, The Toy to which they emotionally attached 

themselves in a whirlwind of twinkle lights and sugar 

cookies. For that one week, The Toy is all there is. 

There were many gifts, but The Toy is special, and 

there can only be one. 

 

So, what does it mean to be “possessed” by God? 

What does it mean to be of his people? It means you 

will be cherished and protected in ways you do not 

deserve and cannot understand. It means you are 

distinguished not by your own merit, but by the love 

with which you are beheld.   

 

It means that you are always The Toy, and every day 

is Christmas.  

 

“Therefore, if you hearken to my voice and keep my 

covenant, you shall be my special possession, dearer 

to me than all other people, though all the earth is 

mine.” — Exodus 19:5 

 

©LPi 

RECOGNIZE GOD  in your Ordinary Moments 

PARISH  NEWS 
St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

Blessing of Fathers 
God and Father of all creation, we come before 

you today with 

humble hearts. 

You are our 

model of  

a loving father. 

When we fail 

and fall short 

of your  

expectations, 

you are always 

there at the 

end of the day 

with open 

arms, ready to 

heal the cuts and scrapes of the day and to  

encourage us to try again and not to give up. 

We hold up these men in our midst who act in the 

world as fathers to their children or models of fathers 

for others. 

Bless them in their moments of doubt and frustration 

with their children. Give them warm and open 

hearts to forgive failures. Provide them with the 

words needed for encouragement and perseverance.  

We ask all this in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

Spred Fundraiser 
Please stop by the Spred table in the gathering space 

today to purchase a Dad’s Root Beer. All money 

earned for this Fundraiser goes to the Spred ministry 

which provides Religious Education to our friends with 

learning difficulties and developmental disabilities.  

Fr. Browning & his Dad, Brent 

A LETTER FROM FR. EJAY 

KONTI LANG: “The Twelve” 

For the Jews, the number twelve was 

much more than a dozen. This sacred 

number represents the twelve tribes of  

Israel, descended from Jacob’s twelve 

sons, through which the nation of Israel 

was founded. Jesus used this traditional 

symbolism in calling the twelve apostles. In the  

beginning of his ministry, Jesus aimed at establishing 

“New Israel” with the selection of these twelve men. 

Because of the brave response of the twelve  

apostles, we now enjoy the growing faith of Christians 

all over the world. However, we must not only be 

amazed by the number of Christians but by the  

quality of life brought about by Christ’s teachings.  
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PRAY  WITH  US 
St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

SPOTLIGHT 
St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

TO FATHER BROWNING 
Fr. Brownings’ 10th Anniversary of Ordination will be celebrated at St. Thomas More 

with a special Mass on Thursday, June 22 at 6:00PM. We will continue the celebration 

with an Encounter Weekend to honor Fr. Browning. Stop by the Chelsea Room after all 

Masses the weekend of June 24/25 for donuts, fellowship and to celebrate! 

All are welcome! 

HAPPY 10th ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION 

 All Souls in Purgatory 

 Ed Bartholomew  

 Daria Bernardi  

 Ana Carrillo  

 Ed Clay  

 Juanita Cundiff  

 Arlo Dilly  

 Roger Dombrowski  

 Larry Durrant  

 Patricia Egan  

 Dianna Giardino   

 Maraliz Gonzalez  

 Lynn Harper  

 Alinda Hornck  

 Daniel Johnson  

 Charlie Joseph  

 Ellie Kuntz  

 Angela Loeding  

 James Lublow  

 Belinda Mockler  

 Gloria Neitzel 

 Elizabeth North  

 Charlie Pitt  

 Barb Pruter  

 Linda Rakowski  

 Liza Roman  

 Manuel Roman 

 Maria Roman  

 Oscar Romero  

 Joyce Romke   

 Richard Sutton 

 Judy Taeyaerts   

 Patricia Tanner  

 Luca Tendy  

 Gabriel Tomlinson  

 Amani Urban  

 Louise Wolff 

PRAYER List 
Join us in praying for members of our community who are sick or ailing. To add or remove a name on our prayer list, please call 

the parish office 847.888.1682. To keep our prayer list current, names will remain on the list for 3 months. After that time, please 

contact the parish office to renew names. 

Lord Hear Our Prayer... 

READINGS of the Day 
https://bible.usccb.org/ 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops'  

(USCCB's) mission is to encounter the mercy of Christ 

and to accompany His people with joy. Visit the link 

above for podcast audio, videos and daily prayers. 

SYMPATHY List 
Rest In Peace 

 John Henrici   

 Rita Lutzow (Mother of Bob Lutzow) 

GIVING at St. Thomas More 
At St. Thomas More Church you are able to share your 

donations in a variety of ways.  

 AT MASS: You can drop your weekly offering in one 

of the baskets at the back of church. We are currently 

not taking up a collection during the Mass. 

 ONLINE: You can sign up to make your weekly  

offering online by visiting our website at Parish  

Giving; stthomasmorechurch.org/donate-1 

If you have questions about donations to 

St. Thomas More, contact Olga Pomella 

at finance@stthomasmorechurch.org or 

847.888.1682 x213 

https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/donate-1
mailto:finance@stthomasmorechurch.org
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/donate-1
https://bible.usccb.org
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Teens campus beautification take two! Saturday confirmation group spread mulch 

around the church and planted by the adoration chapel and school. Big thanks to  

all the parents who stayed and dug in too.  

Teen Campus Beautification 

HAPPENINGS 
St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

Don’t delay, sign up today for 

Summer Sports Camps  

AT MARMION ACADEMY 

www.marmionacademycamps.org/ 

Parish Office Closed 
The Parish office will be closed this Monday, June 19 

in observance of Juneteenth Day. The office will  

re-open on Tuesday, June 20th at 9AM. 

Poor Box and Monthly Tithes 
Poor Box donations and monthly tithes, which is 3% of 

Sunday Collections, continue to support the ministries 

of St. Vincent DePaul, PADS of Elgin, Food for the Poor, 

Hope for Haitians, Operation Rice Bowl, Bishop Lane 

Retreat Center, Northern Illinois Food Bank - Feeding 

Greater Elgin, ECC - Phi Theta Kappa Pantry, Mercy 

Home, Dominican Sisters, Poor Clare Colettine Monastery 

in Rockford, Corbella, TLC, Elgin Mental Health Center 

(Christmas), Community Crisis Center. It is through your 

generosity that St. Thomas More Parish continues to 

support the work of these 501(c) 3 charitable organizations. 

Thank you to all who make this possible. 

Saturday Pilgrimage 
St. John Neumann hosts trip to Shrine of Christ’s  

Passion in St. John, Indiana! 

Update: The coach bus has been cancelled, Lunch 

will be on one’s own, and the guided tour is free. 

Transportation will now be carpooling and caravanning. 

By noon, participants should arrive at the shrine, with 

a guided tour to begin at 12:30pm. Registration is 

due Tuesday, June 20th Register at https://

www.sjnstcharles.org/saturday-pilgrimage/ 

This event has been cancelled. 

Through Grief With Mother Mary 
“Through Grief with Mother Mary” is a support group for 

those grieving the death of a loved one. This grief  

support group is different from other grief groups in that 

it honors Mother Mary.  We discuss her experience with 

grief, her 7 Sorrows and ask for her intersession to Jesus 

for grief healing. 

This group will meet on Tuesdays from July 11 - September 5, 

6:30PM - 8:00PM in the Canterbury Room. It is open to 

men and women who are grieving the loss of a loved 

one. You need not be a parishioner of St. Thomas More 

to participate in this group. 

Any questions please contact: Angelina Beaudion 

Call or Text: 708.732.9405 or abeaudion@sbcglobal.net  

Mary’s Garden 

Here is the back patio garden 

to Mary at our home.  

Deacon & Michelle Deitz 

Mission Co-Op 
Fr. Joseph Thien Vu is scheduled to preach on the 

weekend of June 17/18. See Melissa for envelopes. 

Cash or checks only, make out to St. Thomas More. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.marmionacademycamps.org%2f&c=E,1,JF2D9BsaDlt_fv869UJx3DqTD_3e-1_7n-mmKoLvD4GyuCBDMQTLrD0WjzqRsR1rJbUwBrUab8g-o_RAMiTHvrEZLks27fonZYIjMUFjNsLQJwZy&typo=1
https://www.marmionacademycamps.org
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/through-grief-with-mother-mary
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Adoration Candles Intentions 

June 18 - June 24 
Maynard & Ann Decker  

June 25- July 01 
Mark & Ann Warner (51st Anniversary)  

MASS HIGHLIGHTS 
St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 If you would like to have a Mass said for someone,  

call the parish office to schedule. The contribution  

for reserving the intention of a Mass is $10.00. 

Monday, June 19 
8:30 AM Mass 

Rita Polansky 

Tuesday, June 20 
8:30 AM Mass 

Alex Browning (sp. Int.) 

Julia Jarapa 

Wednesday, June 21 
8:30 AM Mass 

Marge Banker 

Thursday, June 22 
8:30 AM Mass 

Stephen T. Harkins  

6:00 PM Mass 

Fr. Ryan B. Browning (sp. int. 10th Anniversary) 

Friday, June 23 
8:30 AM Mass 

Phil Dawson III 

Saturday, June 24 
8:30 AM Mass 

Brent Browning (sp. int.) 

5:00 PM Mass 

Maynard & Ann Decker 

Sunday, June 25 
8:00 AM Mass 

Christine Baczek 

10:00 AM Mass 

People of STM 

12:00 PM Mass 

Mary Anne Fout 

Christine Scopa Hottovy 

Presiders 
 

Saturday, June 24 
8:30 AM Mass 

Fr. Ejay 

5:00 PM Mass 

Fr. Linster 

Sunday, June 25 
8:00 AM Mass 

Fr. Ejay 

10:00 AM Mass 

Fr. Browning 

12:00 PM Mass 

Fr. Ejay 

https://www.rockfordpriest.org/events
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Michael P. Ellsworth, CFP 
Certified Financial Planner 

- Parishioner since 1997 -

FINANCIAL PLANNING AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT
(847) 531-8693

36 N. McLean Blvd., Elgin 

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.p.ellsworth

SUBURBAN

WATER CONDITIONERS, INC.

• WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT 
• SALES - RENTALS - SERVICE 

• REVERSE OSMOSIS (R.O.) 
(THE BOTTLED WATER ALTERNATIVE)

BOB MEEK, Parishioner

Bus (847) 741-4037 
Home (847) 697-5889

Your local technology and business 

partner since 1979. Providing 

computing and network solutions 

to business and education.
 

 
630-584-9505 

www.mcctech.com

Firewood • Tree & Stump Removal

“Fully Insured & Free Estimates.” 

 
847-683-7252

3091 U.S. Rt. 20 

Elgin

(1 mile west of Randall Rd.)

847-488-1900

Open 24/7

$2.00 OFF 
1 Dozen Donuts

No Limit

Elgin 847-488-1900

With this coupon.

One coupon per visit.

Not valid with 

any other offer. 

Expires12/31/2023

$3.99 MEAL DEAL
1 Bowl of Soup OR Chili, 
1 Sm Drink & choice of 

1 Bagel from 11am-11pm
Elgin 847-488-1900

With this coupon.

One coupon per visit.

Not valid with any other offer. 

Expires 12/31/2023

 

PLUMBING 

847-683-5050 
www.BestlerCorp.com

Service • Remodeling  
New Construction

20% OFF  
purchase of eyeglasses  

*Some conditions apply

      St. Charles             Elgin 

   630-584-9850        847-695-0499 

Foxvalleyeyes.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

FIRE DOORS • HOLLOW METAL DOORS 
DOCK EQUIPMENT • RESIDENTIAL DOORS 

Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years 

Steve Getzin, Owner 
(847) 683-0333 

“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN.”

DARMON  
ORTHODONTICS, P.C.
L.M. Darmon, DDS, MS

Parish Member

2001 Larkin Ave 
 Suite 207

(847) 741-1165

Lester H. Holze, Jr., D.C., 
Christopher M. Holze, D.C. 

Holistic, Natural  

Health Care 

for the entire family

(847) 888-4770

2000 Larkin Ave., Ste. 200, Elgin

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/IL

• residential painting • commercial painting 

• interior painting • exterior painting

www.primetimepaintinginc.com 
call today and save!             630-920-3300

St. Charles, IL

When it’s  
time to paint... 
It’s Prime time!
• free estimate •
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Alexander Plumbing
214 E. Chicago St. 
Elgin, IL 60120

Plumbing • Sewers 
Remodeling

CALL TODAY!
847-742-0541

847-783-0200 847-783-0200  
www.jimmyscharhouseelgin.com 

2290 Point Blvd. • Elgin

ELGIN

Help Wanted
FIL-AM Pinoy Food Express

Looking for 

Cook - Cashier - Helper

773-701-3549
75 Market St. Elgin, IL 60213 

 2 minutes from St Thomas More & St Joseph Hospital

Complete  
Automotive 

Maintenance

(847)  
741-9576

www.mcleanautorepair.com

Thomas Berna 
parishioner

- SINCE 2000 -

 

 

• SERVICE • MAINTENANCE  

• INSTALLATION

Servicing All Makes  

and Models

(847) 496-3008

Trained. Reliable.  
Trustworthy.

Laird Funeral Home P.C.

 310 S. State St. 120 S. Third St.

 Elgin, Ill 60123  West Dundee, Ill 60118

  847-741-8800 847-836-8770
Donald Laird    Stephen Laird    Robert Laird    Patricia Laird

Corey Short

“Family owned and operated”

Wait Ross Allanson
Funeral Home and Cremation Services

   51 Center St. 201 S. Main St.

  Elgin, Ill 60120 Algonquin, Ill 60102

  847-742-2100   847-658-4232

224-535-0122
commercial 

industrial • residential

Serving Breakfast & Lunch 
7 Days a Week

(847) 628-6256 
www.randallspancakes.com 
305 Randall Rd • South Elgin

780 S. McLean Blvd, Elgin 

Foxvalleysr.com 

630-357-3570

• RESIDENTIAL • MULTI-TENANT 
• COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL• INDUSTRIAL

• SERVICE • REMODELING • SERVICE • REMODELING 
• NEW INSTALLATIONS• NEW INSTALLATIONS

Located in ElginLocated in Elgin

(847) 468-8171(847) 468-8171

Crack Sealing • Sealcoating 
Pothole Repair • Striping

Kevin A. Bergquist - Project Manager 
Cell: 224-659-3927 

Phone: 847-214-9800 
kbergquist@skcconstruction.net 

P.O. Box 503 • West Dundee, Illinois 60118

Pavement Maintenance  
& Preservation Solutions

SKC CONSTRUCTION INC.

MONDAY:  
Closed 

 
TUESDAY-SUNDAY:  

7am-2pm

219 Walnut Ave. • Elgin

Serving Breakfast  
and Lunch

David Dewitt 
(847)  

622-6848 
1831 Larkin Avenue • Elgin

Insuring your Home, Auto, Business & Life 
Call for a FREE Quote!

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

800.808.9294CALL  
NOW!

You Need
IF YOU LIVE ALONE


