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"Earth hath no sorrow that heaven cannot heal.” - St. Thomas More

- L

Pastor

Reverend Ryan Browning
rbrowning@stthomasmorechurch.org
www.fatherbrowning.com

Parochial Vicar
Father “Ejay” Edil Jarapa
associate@stthomasmorechurch.org

Deacons
Mr. Jack Roder
Mr. David Deitz

Parish Staff
stthomasmorechurch.org/staff

www.stthomasmorechurch.org

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday 8:30 AM  5PM
Sunday 8AM 10 AM 12PM

Daily Mass Schedule
Rosary 8:00 AM
Daily 8:30 AM

Reconciliation
Tuesday 5:30 PM
Thursday 9 AM
Saturday 9 AM 1PM

Perpetual Adoration
Sunday 1 PM - Saturday 1 PM
stthomasmorechurch.org/adoration

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 4:30 PM
847.888.1682

School Office
stmelgin.org
847.742.3959

Faith Formation Office
stthomasmorechurch.org
/religious-education

847.888.4887

Sacraments

stthomasmorechurch.org

/liturgy-sacraments
847.888.1682



https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/liturgy-sacraments
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/religious-education
https://www.fatherbrowning.com/
https://www.stmelgin.org
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/staff
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/adoration
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org
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PARISH GREETINGS

St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin

Q. & A. with Fr. Browning

Q: Who is eligible to receive the Eucharist or Holy Q: Who should refrain from receiving the Eucharist?
Communion? A: Those who are not yet baptized or are below the

A: Those who wish to receive the Eucharist should first age of 7, individuals conscious of unconfessed
be in a state of grace — a spiritual state of purity. If mortal sin, and those whose marriage hasn't been
one knowingly commits a grave sin, receiving the validated within the Church should seek spiritual
sacrament of Confession before partaking in the guidance and the necessary sacraments before
Eucharist is required. One should refrain from receiving the Eucharist. Reach out to one of our
receiving the Eucharist with unconfessed mortal sin priests. We are happy to help.
because it will compound the sin (see 1 Corinthians Q: What if | havent had the chance to go fo
11:27-30). . .

Confession before Communion?

Q: How can one receive the Eucharist - on the tongue A: If you could not get to Confession before Mass,
or in the hand? remaining seated during Communion is more

A: The traditional practice is to receive the Eucharist authentic than receiving the Eucharist with grave
on the tongue, but the Holy See has also granted sin. While aftending Mass is obligatory, receiving
permission for receiving in the hand. the Euchairist is required only once a year.

Q: What is the most essential aspect of receiving the Q: Is there a way to spiritually connect when unable

Eucharist?

A: It's essential to approach the Eucharist with a deep

awareness of the Real presence of Christ and
a profound reverence for this divine gift. The
Eucharist is the Jesus. So, this gift needs to be
received with as much attention and commitment
to Christ. We should be worthy vessels prepared to
receive God's greatest gift — the Eucharist.

to receive the Eucharist?

A: Absolutely. You can practice Spiritual Communion

- a way fo express your longing for Christ's
presence when physical reception isn't possible.

Spil’"‘Ud| Communion Prqyer: My Jesus, | believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things and | desire to receive You into my soul. Since | cannot now receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually intfo my heart. | embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Remember, these guidelines are rooted in the rich traditions of the Church and are meant to enhance your
spiritual journey and connection with God.

BULLETIN Deadlines

December 3rd Bulletin - EARLY HOLIDAY DEADLINE
Materials Due: November 17, 2023

Share your experiences and photos with us.
Flocknote | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube

Q Let's keep in touchl!
Text “stmelgin”

n Like our Facebook
page to stay connected

r.j Follow @stmcelgin

December 10th Bulletin - EARLY HOLIDAY DEADLINE
Materials Due: November 22, 2023

u Subscribe to our
on Instagram. Share YouTube Channel

youtube.com
Search for St Thomas
More Church

to 84576 or visit
flocknote.com/
stthomasmore37

to our community!
facebook.com/St Thomas
More Catholic Church

your faith...through pic-
tures by hashtag
#stmcelginthegram


https://www.facebook.com/stmelgin/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwwm_-MluJkjuKJOgLpXVUQ
https://www.instagram.com/stmcelgin/
https://www.flocknote.com/stthomasmore37

PARISH NEWS

St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin

LETTER from Fr. Browning

Advent presents a fime to focus on a chalenging but
necessary practice: silence. Advent, Christmas, and this
fime of year is a perfect opportunity to slow down,
recreate, and foster silence. In our human relationships,
we mostly speak with each other to communicate.
Communication with God is a much different experience.
In our communication with God, there is much more
slence. God always seems to be silent. God draws us info
this silence to become one with Him.

In adult relationships, this is foreign to our communication.
But our original experience as humans also began in
slence, and we can draw from that experience now. God
knows, loves, and creates us in silence. Our life in this world
begins in slence below the beating and loving heart of our
mother. Our mother communicated love in simplicity and
sience. A father does the same as he leams the needs of
his child.

Only over time does the chid leam to understand the
words his mother and father speak to him. At first, they are
incomprehensible to us. We always remain children before
God. His words are incomprehensible to us at first, and we
do not recognize how He loves us. When a baby is upset

ECCW Advent Retreat

or needs something, a mother holding that baby
communicates the most profound love and fosters growth,
which the baby cannot acknowledge. Likewise, we spend
our whole lives in the arms of God, being loved by Hm,
without even redlizing it. The most profound prayer is the
slent acknowledgment of this fact, expressed in a choice
to receive His love and rest in Him.

Prayer is not complicated, even though it seems so af times.
Prayer is simple. God has only one message: unconditional
love. He has only one Word: His eternal Son. He speaks only
one language: sience.

John of the Cross states, "What we need the most in order
to make progress [in prayer] is to be sient before this great
God with our appetites and our tongue, for the language
He best hears in silent love" ('Sayings' number 132 in the
collected works of St. John of the Cross).

Will you join me this Advent as we reflect on slence, what it
is, how to foster it in our lives, and experience the immense
love God has for us in silence?

In Jesus,
Fr. Browning

Buddy Bench

The St. Thomas More Parish
Fellowship Group bestowed a
beautiful, blue Buddy Bench to
the school this past Spring. The
Fellowship Group collected
over 25,000 bottle caps weighing

in at 100 pounds over the

A LETTER FROM FR. EJAY course of two years in order 1o | T

acquire the bench. This]| Gt

summer it was placed by the

school playground where it is now being used by all

the students. Thank you to the Fellowship Group for
their kind and generous support of the schooll

The Elgin Deanery Council of Catholic Women are
sponsoring an Advent Retreat for all women of the Elgin
Deanery churches at St. Laurence Church, 225
Jeweftt St. on Tuesday, Nov 28, with Adoration at 6:00
p.m. a talk by Fr. Andrew at 6:30, refreshments at 7:00.

KONTI LANG: “Goat”

What is it about goats that prompts Jesus
to make a negative comparison fo
V' sheep? Goats are capricious: impulsive
and unpredictable, devious and conftrary.
They are never satisfied with their surround-
ings. Because they despise being con-
fined, they are excellent at opening gates
and squeezing through narrow openings. They are
not particularly good followers. They like taking the
initiative or ventfuring out on their own. If detected in
a Christian, these characteristics could be spiritually
lethal. A Christian who is unpredictable, believes he is
above it all, does his own thing, fries to take over, has
difficulty working in a group, or does not want to be
led is behaving like a goat, which Christ says will be
sent info eternal damnation.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Special Mass

For the first fime, St. Thomas More invites you to join

us for a special evening Mass for

the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe,

patroness of the Americas and one

of the most beloved apparitions

of Mary.

o Tuesday, Dec. 12, at 6:30 p.m.

e With fraditional Guadalupe
music from the STM Ensemble

All are invited fo bring roses for the
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Fr. Edil Jarapa




PRAY WITH US

St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin

PRAYER L ist

Join us in praying for members of our community who are sick or ailing. To add or remove a name on our prayer list, please call
the parish office 847.888.1682. To keep our prayer list current, names will remain on the list for 3 months. After that time, please
contact the parish office to renew names.

Lord Hear Our Prayer...

*+ All Souls in Purgatory tCharlie Joseph tBarbara Pruter
tMichael Abbs tMary Joseph tManuel Roman
tAnnMarie LoPiccolo- Carlsen tSwan Lourits tlillian Rozanski
*Mary Crawford tFran Meek tGabriel Tomlinson
tRita Dodd tWilliam Meek tDarren Watson
tDianna Giardino tEdward Menchaca tChosen Whitehead
tAl Hansen tBelinda Mockler tJoann Wille

tLynn Harper tGloria Neitzel tLouise Wolff
tRichard Hart tElizabeth North

SYMPATHY List GIVING at St. Thomas More

Rest In Peace At St. Thomas More Church you are able to share your
donations in a variety of ways.
e AT MASS: You can drop your weekly offering in one

READ'NGS O]C th e Day of the baskets at the back of church. We are currently

not taking up a collection during the Mass.
https://bible.usccb.org/

Podcast audio, videos and daily prayers. ® ONLINE: You can sign up to make your weekly
offering online by visiting our website at Parish

ST_ V|NCENT DE PAUL Giving; stthomasmorechurch.org/donate-1

If you have questions about donations to

T All Souls

stthomasmorechurch.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society

We strive to comfort, feed, clothe, and assist those St. Thomas More, contact Olga Pomella
in need. We serve in person, keeping all things at finance@stthomasmorechurch.org or
confidential & preserving dignity. 847.888.1682 x213

Please call our answering machine at 847.628.5170.

SPOTLIGHT

St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin

Arts & Environment Ministry

We are parishioners who plan, design, and execute the Worship Space Environment for
the various seasons of the liturgical year, primarily Christmas and Easter, and we are
looking for men and women to join us. No artistic experience is needed! We need |
assistance with the set up and take down of liturgical decoratfion and the watering of ®
plants and flowers as needed. You can commit to as many hours as you want - any amount of fime you can give
is much appreciated. Many hands make for a lighter load! If you have any questions, please contact one of us:
Jeanne Dawson — 225-405-6692/jperedaw@att.net or Michele Rieger — 630-518-6236/merieger83@gmail.com


https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/donate-1
https://bible.usccb.org
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society

HAPPENINGS

St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin

Advent Book Series

This new installment of the Rejoice! series, |&
wil immerse you in the readings that
anchor us during the Advent season
— the Sunday Mass readings. We meet
Mondays, November 27 - December 18.

3 OPTIONS TO JOIN:

¢ In Person - Mornings 2:00-10:00AM

e On Zoom - Evenings 6:30-7:30PM

e On Your Own - At your Convenience

Registration fee $10 for materials

Register at stthomasmorechurch.org
/rejoice-an-advent-pilgrimage

Advent Talk with Mike Pacer
Tuesday, December 5 at 6:30 p.m.

You are invited to join us on Tuesday,
December 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the Church
for a talkk by dynamic speaker Mike
Pacer. The author of a new book, “The
Three Comings of Christ — Daily Meditations
for Advent,” Mike will help you to grow
closer to God this December and
experience an Awesome Advent!

St. Thomas More’s Women’s Advent Event

Advent by Candlelight

Friday,
December 1, 2023
6:00 - 8:45 p.m.
stthomasmorechurch.org
/advent-by-candlelight

We invite all women (13 years old &
up) to spend a very special evening in
candle-lit spaces, sharing fellowship

with friends, listening to music and
hearing inspiring reflections.

Our guest speaker this year
will be Cathleen Filipski.
. The topic of her talk:
. Bringing Your
{Gifts to Jesus.

TWO WAYS TO REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT

OPTION #1 OPTION #2
BEATABLE HOSTESS GUEST ONLY ...that don’t already have a hostess
contact Mariana Maloney Attend the event and be placed at a table.
mariana.maloney@yahoo.com SCAN THE QR CODE ABOVE or visit
or text at 224.805.7904 stthomasmorechurch.org/advent-by-candlelight

éL TREE ¢

ALL GIFTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3.

Next weekend, December 2 and 3, will be the last
weekend that the Sharing Tree, which helps those in
need in our community, wil be collecting gifts.
Parishioners can give their gifts of cash, checks and
Walmart $25 gift cards by mail, online or by depositing
them in the labeled boxes in the Gathering Space.
Check donations received at church will be cashed
after the December 3 final collection and distribution
to the organizations. Visit stthomasmorechurch.org/
sharing-tree or scan the QR code for more information.

ORGANIZATIONS RECEIVING GIFTS INCLUDE:

ELGIN
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Sing with Music Ministry for Christmas

The St. Thomas More music ministry is looking for
additional singers to join us for our Christmas Masses this
year. If you enjoy singing but don't have the time
fo join music ministry on a regular basis, we would love
to have you join us for Christmas!

For more information, contact Tim Horneman, at
music@stthomasmorechurch.org.

Need Ministry Volunteers

Our parish needs your help! We are currently in need of
volunteers in the following ministries; Lectors, Extraordinary
Ministers of Communion, Mass Coordinator, Ministers of
Hope, Ministers of Care and Wedding Coordinators.
Learn more about of these ministries at https://
www.stthomasmorechurch.org/parish-helpers

B Sacred Heart Statue

: Thank you to the HENDERSHOTT
FAMILY for bringing The Sacred
Heart of Jesus into your home.


https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/sharing-tree
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/music-ministry
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/rejoice-an-advent-pilgrimage
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/parish-helpers
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/advent-by-candlelight
https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/advent-speaker-mike-pacer

MASS HIGHLIGHTS

St. Thomas More Parish, Elgin

Mass Intentions for the Week Presiders

If you would like to have a Mass said for someone,
call the parish office to schedule. The conftribution
for reserving the intention of a Mass is $10.00.

Saturday, December 02

8:30 AM Mass
Monday, November 27 Fr. Browning
8:30 AM Mass 5:00 PM Mass
Lucretia Browning Fr. Ejay

Tuesday, November 28
8:30 AM Mass

Terry Stratton

Wednesday, November 29
8:30 AM Mass

Joseph Fricano

9:30 AM Mass
All STM Staff & Students

Thursday, November 30
8:30 AM Mass

Fr. Salvatore J. Guagliardo
Ted Schnell

Friday, December 01
8:30 AM Mass

All Souls

Saturday, December 02
8:30 AM Mass

Federico Gutierrez

5:00 PM Mass
Constance M. Schuliz

Sunday, December 03
8:00 AM Mass

People of STM

10:00 AM Mass
Richard & Margaret Wehling

12:00 PM Mass
Thanksgiving for the Bayona Family

Sunday, December 03
8:00 AM Mass

Fr. Browning

10:00 AM Mass
Fr. Browning

12:00 PM Mass
Fr. Ejay

Adoration Candles Intentions

November 26 - December 02
Jose Gutierrez, Francisco Velasquez & Reyes Family

December 03 - December 09
Fr. Browning, Fr. Ejay & Fr. Linster (sp. Int.)

#GIVINGTUESDAY



Brittain's Express
L

=& | LUBE

1570 Larkin Awve « Elgin, IL 60123
(847) 695-2235

SUBURBAN

WATER CONDITIONERS, INC.

* WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT
* SALES - RENTALS - SERVICE
* REVERSE OSMOSIS (R.0.)
(THE BOTTLED WATER ALTERNATIVE)

ALLEGRA
PRINT & IMAGING ®
Quick Commercial Printing

909 Davis Roap ErgineIruiNors 60123

847.697.1434
Fax847.697.1469

BOB MEEK, Parishioner

Bus (847) 741-4037
Home (847) 697-5889

Ameriprise %

Financial

Michael P. Ellsworth, CFP
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER
- Farishioner since 1997 -
FINANCIAL PLANNING AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT
(847) 531-8693
36 N. McLean Blvd., Elgin
www.ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.p.ellsworth

i

Your local technology and business
partner since 1979. Providing
computing and network solutions
to business and education.

630-584-9505
www.mcctech.com

RIME Bim
INTI

ST. CHARLES, IL

WHEN IT’S
TIME TO PAINT...
IT’S PRIME TIME!

* FREE ESTIMATE °

* RESIDENTIAL PAINTING * COMMERCIAL PAINTING
* INTERIOR PAINTING * EXTERIOR PAINTING
WWW.PRIMETIMEPAINTINGINC.COM
CALL TODAY AND SAVE! 630-920-3300

Firewood « Tree & Stump Removal Lester H. Holze, Jr., D.C.,

Christopher M. Holze, D.C.

WANEg
e

# ¥, Holistic, Natural

EAsY IRee |[1-fy:

"—n J for the entire family

Health Care

“Fully Insured & Free Estimates.”

847-683-7252

(847) 888-4770

2000 Larkin Ave., Ste. 200, Elgin

STLER COREP—

' i) :
PLUMBING
Service * Remodeling
New Construction

847-683-5050
www.BestlerCorp.com

/-
V.
FOX VALLEY OPHTHALMOLDGY
20% OFF
purchase of eyeglasses

*Some conditions apply

St. Charles Elgin
630-584-9850 847-695-0499
Foxvalleyeyes.com

Connecting Catholics
at St Thomas More

and serving surrounding
parish communities.

By Catholics
For Catholics

www.Catholic-Care.com 1-800-811-2210

CHRIST is the

reason we celebrate

CHRISTmas

M
w

Bring your Bulletin to the gate and receive $2.00 BACK

PURCHASE TICKETS at Goebberts.com

In-home caregiving
with values
and Catholic beliefs
shared by you.

Need assistance to live comfortably and
independently at home?

Are you interested in becoming a caregiver?

! 1 Bowl of Soup OR Chili,

$3.99 MEAL IlEAI.‘E Sy $2.00 OFF

1 Dozen Donuts

No Limit
Elgin 847-488-1900
With this coupon.
One coupon per visit,
Not valid with
any other offer.
Expires12/31/2023

1
1 f
1 5m Drink & choice of | D\@"UTS

 Bagel from 11am-11pm |

Elgin 847-488-1900 1 3091 U.S. Rt. 20

With this coupon. Elgin
One coupon per visit
Not valid with any other offer.

1
1
1
1
1 (1 mile west of Randall Rd.)
Expires 12/31/2023 1
1
1
1
1
1

e 847-488-1900 -
Counthy- Counthy-
DoNUTS Open 24/7 DENUTS

DOORIVIASTER
Garage Door Co., LLC.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Free Estimates + Fully Insared

CROWN
TREE CARE, INC,
FIRE DOORS * HOLLOW METAL DOORS

DOCK EQUIPMENT « RESIDENTIAL DOORS WWW.CrowTireecareinc.com

Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years Your Complete Tree and Shrub Care Company

ail.com

erewnireecareis gm

Steve Getzin, Owner
(847) 683-0333

“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN."

ISAaad AN M

Office: B4T-RE8-9916 +

e

For ad info. call at 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

McGéA

Randall/90 Auto Mall

2020 N Randall Rd, Elgin, IL 60123

(847) 695-8000

McGrathHondaElgin.com

As your local premier lllinois Honda dealer,
we have a huge selection of new and pre owned vehicles.
We are here for all your sales and service needs!

St. Thomas More, Elgin, IL B 4C 01-0554




Michael. Mckayia

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Michael McKay

edwardjones.c

847.841.1550

For professional real estate service
& results, call Brian or visit me on the

internet at briank].remax.com

RE/MAY

Brian Knott
RE/MAX Horizon
B47-269-9870

Email: briankl@remax.net

DARMON

ORTHODONTICS, PC.
L.M. Darmon, DDS, MS
Parish Member

2001 Larkin Ave
Suite 207

(847) 741-1165

dCHARHOUSERC

847-783-0200
www.jimmyscharhouseelgin.com
2290 Point Blvd. « Elgin

LARK & OWL

EATERY

Serving Breakfast
and Lunch

MONDAY:
Closed

TUESDAY-SUNDAY:
Tam-2pm

219 Walnut Ave. e Elgin

o B

Aute Repair

AUITD REPARIR

Complete
Automotive
Maintenance

(847)
741-9576

www.mcleana utorepair.com

The UPS Store

847 South Randall Road Elgin
Proud Parishioner

We Do More Than Shipping

Booklets, Banners

Posters, Freight
Notary, Mailbox
Flyers, Shredding

Ph: 847.717.3249

www.ElginUPSstore.com

Hire a Skilled /
. . \
Lawyer in Elgin, IL
164 Division St. Ste. 209
Elgin, IL 60120 ®
224-629-6700
la-'wyerrud)’jriOS@gmail'com VIHIV LAW :‘l’fl(l’ OF kl!i;[i}{l\;
. lawofficeofrudyjrios.com
Alexander Plurbing | g [ [SRWVET ) Yo gondags
214 E. Chicago St. FIL-AM Pinoy Food Express b
Elgin, IL 60120 Nl
Looking for
Plumbing ¢ Sewers Cook - Cashier - Helper Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Remodeling 7 Days a Week
CALL TODAY! 773-701-3549 T
75 Market St. Elgin, IL 60213 www.randallspancakes.com
847-762-0541 305 Randall Rd * South Elgin

2 minutes from St Thomas More & St Joseph Hospital

[T
Pairick
224-535-0122

ot

1
HEAT[I‘[G}&‘-‘(COOLING
— l.l.; I

- SINCE 2000 -

Trained. Reliable.

COMMERCIAL

Trustworthy.
INDUSTRIAL ® RESIDENTIAL

(ﬂl ) ® SERVICE « MAINTENANCE
n C——

SKC CONSTRUCTION INC.

® INSTALLATION

Pavement Maintenance

Servicing All Makes
& Preservation Solutions

Crack Sealing « Sealcoating and Models
Pothole Repair « Striping
Kevin A. Bergquist - Project Manager
Cell: 224-659-3927
Phone: 847-214-9800
kbergquist@skcconstruction.net
P.0. Box 503 « West Dundee, Illinois 60118

(847) 496-3008

o =

==

Roofing at a higher level.

EXPERIENCE THE BOXER STANDARD
A

)

BOXER

BERNA

MOVING AND STORAGE
847-741-0264
Local & Long Distance

¢ RESIDENTIAL « MULTI-TENANT
¢ COMMERCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL
¢ SERVICE « REMODELING
« NEW INSTALLATIONS

Located|in|Elgin
(847) 468-8171

e

EXTERIORS e
{a Roofing, Gutters, Windows, Siding om.as. erna
n (630) 570-0269 parishioner
| WHERTON I
£ FAR ; ERS
_mw INSURANCE

“‘:'5\( Fox Valley
E E\ﬁSh(mtmg Range

780 S. McLean Blvd, Elgin
Foxvalleysr.com
630-357-3570

Insuring your Home, Auto, Business & Life
Call for a FREE Quote!
David Dewitt

(847)
622-6848

Laird Funeral Home P.C.
310 S. State St. 120 S. Third St.
Elgin, 111 60123 West Dundee, 111 60118

847-741-8800 847-836-8770
Donald Laird Stephen Laird Robert Laird Patricia Laird
Corey Short
“Family owned and operated”

Wait Ross Allanson
Funeral Home and Cremation Services
51 Center St. 201 S. Main St.

Elgin, 111 60120 Algonquin, I11 60102

847-742-2100 847-658-4232

1831 Larkin Avenue - Elgin

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com

St. Thomas More, Elgin, IL A 4C 01-0554




