FEBRUARY 18, 2024 1ST SUNDAY OF LENT

ST. THOMAS MORE
CATHOLIC CHURCH

WELCOME TO STM

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday 8:30 a.m. 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m.

Daily Mass Schedule
Rosary  8:00 a.m.
Daily 8:30 a.m.

Reconciliation

Tuesday 5:30 p.m.

Thursday 9:00 a.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m.

Online Giving
stthomasmorechurch.org/donate-1

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

s e —
Perpetual Adoration \ ) I
Sunday 1:00 p.m. - Saturday 1:00 p.m. e S

stthomasmorechurch.org/adoration
Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Reverend Ryan Browning
rbrowning@stthomasmorechurch.org
www.fatherbrowning.com

\\ /
847.888.1682 MARK1:13
Pastor

Parochial Vicar
Father “Ejay” Edil Jarapa
associate@stthomasmorechurch.org

Deacons
Mr. Jack Roder & Mr. David Deitz

Parish Staff

stthomasmorechurch.org/staff

School Office
stmelgin.org, 847.742.3959

Faith Formation Office
stthomasmorechurch.org/religious-education
847.888.4887

Sacraments 82 & R i : § : ;
stthomasmorechurch.org/liturgy-sacraments WA e T N e ¢ R
www.stthomasmorechurch.org 847.888.1682
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PARISH INFORMATION
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Stay Connected

Q Flocknote

Text “stmelgin” to 84576 or visit
flocknote.com/stthomasmore37

YouTube
St Thomas More Church
youtube.com

Facebook
facebook.com/St Thomas More Catholic
Church

Instagram
@stmcelgin #stmcelginthegram

Bulletin Deadlines

February 25th Bulletin
Materials Due: February 12, 2024

March 3rd Bulletin
Materials Due: February 19, 2024

“What is a firefighter’s favorite
part of Easter2”

Asperges or “The Sprinkling Rite”
takes places on special days. The
congregation is sprinkled with holy
water, recalling their baptisms.
[<-sTeg]

G FAMHFUL CFONMVES

Q. & A. with Fr. Browning

Q:
A:

| didn’t receive First Communion or Confirmation.

We have a group here for adults called “Becoming Catholic”
that can help you to prepare for those sacraments. They meet
following the 10:00 Mass on Sundays at11:00am. Make a plan to
stop in and check it out. You can send them a message on our
website af stthomasmorechurch.org/becoming-catholic

I received First Communion and Confirmation when | was
younger but | don't really remember much of what was taught
and want to know more.

As adults we should always be seeking to learn more about our
faith. We regularly have programs or events for adults at St.
Thomas More. Our “"Becoming Catholic” program is a perfect
place to begin. These two links may be helpful to get you
started. If you don't find what you're looking for please reach
out to us.

stthomasmorechurch.org/adult-programs
stthomasmorechurch.org/catholic-apps-and-podcasts

We got married civilly but not in Church. Can we still do that?

If this is a first marmiage for both of you then the
answer is YES! No matter how long you have been married
civilly. This is called marriage validation. It's a very simple process
that starts with meeting with a priest. It does not require a large
church marmiage. This link will provide more details. If either of
you have a previous mariage your process will require more
details that the priest can help you navigate.
sithomasmorechurch.org/marriage The benefit of having your
mariage vdalidated is that you will then be able to receive
Eucharist.

I got divorced. Am 1 sfill able to receive the sacraments of
Eucharist and Confession?

If you were married in the Catholic Church and divorced and
are currently not in a new marriage or new relationship then you
are able fo receive the sacraments. You should first make
a good confession before receiving Eucharist. Remember
Confession is a sacrament of healing and has powerful graces
waiting for us.

If you were married civily and divorced and are notf in a new
marmiage or new relationship you are able to receive the
sacraments.  You should first make a good confession before
receiving Eucharist. Remember Confession is a sacrament of
healing and has powerful graces waiting for us.

I have children who are not babies who have not been
Baptized. Is it too late?

It is NEVER too late to request Baptism and become a son or
daughter of God. We have children of ALL ages seeking
Baptism. We are happy to help your family. Contact Sharon
Hall for more details. (847)888-1682x216.
evangelizaton@sthomsmorechurch.org

I have children who were Baptized but have not received First
Communion or Confirmation. Is it too late?

A: Itis NEVER too late to request these sacraments. Our Family Faith

program is designed to meet families where they are and guide
them in next steps. Contact Michelle Tack for more information.
stthomasmorechurch.org/religious-education (847)888-4387
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NEWS & EVENTS
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A Letter from Fr. Browning

Lent is upon us! Jesus explained Lent's purpose in our Ash
Wednesday reading: Prayer, Fasting, and almsgiving.

Prayer

Lent is a time of prayer spread over 40 days. These 40 days are
= a journey of prayer that brings us closer to Jesus and leaves us
Ryan Browning ~hanged by the encounter with Him. Daily Rosary, Daily
Mental Prayer, Weekly Adoration, and the opportunities to grow in prayer
are many.

Fr.

Fasting

Lent is a time to fast. The fasts of Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, meatless
Fridays, and our personal disciplines are essential spirifual practices. Fasting
is a penance that helps us turn away from sin and toward Christ.

Another way to work on discipline is fo work on a specific virfue. Practicing
virfue to overcome vice brings joy in the struggle.

Lent is about dying to ourselves. It's about finding aspects of ourselves that
are less than Christ-like and letting them die. The passion of Christ is at the
forefront of our minds during Lent. By going through our purifying passion,
we can experience the resurrection of Christ. Only do what the Lord
desires. Determine what is doable.

Never be discouraged by the failure that will come. Begin again. Plus, it
shows us our need for God at all fimes.

God is patient with you. Be patient with yourself.

Almsgiving

Reach out in charity. It's about sharing God's abundance with others:
Guardian Angel fund for families who need ftuition assistance, Hope for
Haitians, and St. Vincent de Paul Society are a few ways to share our gifts.

Learn to love like Christ. Prayer, fasting (self-discipline), and almsgiving are
difficult. These will help us (re-)focus on Christ, who suffered and died for us.
Lent is a journey through the desert to the foot of the Cross, where we find
Jesus. In finding Him, we find life and learn to love like Christ (all-in).

In Christ,
Fr. Browning

A Letter from Fr. Ejay

KONTI LANG: “FORTY”

W The number forty, like the forty days that Jesus spent in the
¢+ | desert, frequently denotes a period of trial or judgment. It
rained for forty days and forty nights during Noah's flood. Israel
spent forty years in the desert. For forty years, Moses tended
Fr. Edil Jargpa - Sheep in the wilderness. This is the period of Jesus' trial wherein
Jesus ended up victorious over Satan. Jesus finally refurned home to the
Father forty days after his resurrection. All these forty days/years have
beautiful endings. During this period of lent, we are encouraged to
devote time to prayers, seek forgiveness for our sins, offer sacrifices and
do acts of charity so that our forty days of lenten journey may become
fruitful and meaningful.

Join Adult Choir
for Holy Week

St. Thomas More's adult choir

invites those in high school and

older to join us in singing for our

Holy Week services. The ability to

read music is helpful, but not

required. We will be singing for the

following services:

e Choral Stations of the Cross:
Friday, March 22, 7 p.m.

e Palm Sunday: Sunday, March
24,10 a.m.

e Holy Thursday: Thursday,
March 28, 7 p.m.

e Good Friday: Friday, March 29,
3p.m.

e Easter Vigil: Saturday, March
30, 7:30 p.m.

Practices for these services will be:

e Thursday, March 7,7 p.m.

e Thursday, March 14, 7 p.m.

e Thursday, March 21, 7 p.m.

e Wednesday, March 27, 7 p.m.

If you're interested in singing or

would like more information,

please contact Tim Horneman,

director of music and liturgy:
music@stthomasmorechurch.org

Parish Office Closed

The Parish Office will be closed on
Monday, February 19 in
observance of President’s Day. We
will re-open on Tuesday, February
20 at 9:00AM.
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NEWS & EVENTS

February 18, 2024 | 1st Sunday of Lent

Prayer List

Join us in praying for members of our community who are sick
or ailing. To add or remove a nhame on our prayer list, please
call the parish office 847.888.1682. To keep our prayer list
current, names will remain on the list for 3 months. After that
fime, please contact the parish office fo renew names.

Lord Hear Our Prayer...
+ All Souls in Purgatory tSwan Lourits
tDebbie Abbs

tMichael Abbs

tJames Lublow
tJoan Maryanski
tLila Moulton
tGloria Neitzel

*Lillian Rozanski

tEunice Bai
t+Marjorie Brammer
tYolanda Castro
tAl Hansen tLillian Stern
tJim Hansen tPatricia Tanner
tLynn Harper T Gabriel Tomlinson
tEddy Ibe

tCharlie Joseph

+Darren Watson
tLouise Wolff
tMary Joseph

tLarry Kancler

Bereavement Ministry

Trained volunteers are available to provide spiritual
support and comfort to all parishioners mourning a
death loss.

STM Spotlight

Baptisms at STM

We welcome these children
to God's family.

Megan Torres
Her parents Diego and Monica
and family.

Sympathy List

Rest In Peace
+All Souls

Giving at St. Thomas More

At St. Thomas More Church you are able to share your

donations in a variety of ways.

e AT MASS: You can drop your weekly offering in one
of the baskets at the back of church. We are currently
not taking up a collection during the Mass.

e ONLINE: You can sign up to make your weekly
offering online by visiting our website at Parish
Giving; stthomasmorechurch.org/donate-1

If you have questions about donations to St. Thomas
More, contact Melissa Galla at 847.888.1682 x213
or finance@stthomasmorechurch.org.

Readings of the Day

https://bible.usccb.org/
Podcast audio, videos and daily prayers.

St. Vincent De Paul

stthomasmorechurch.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society

We strive to comfort, feed, clothe, and assist those
in need. We serve in person, keeping all things
confidential and preserving dignity. Please call our
answering machine at 847.628.5170.

Colin James, Margaret Susan,
and Samantha Jean Koga
Their parents Kevin and Mary
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COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
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Chili For Charity

The Knights of Columbus will host the 26th Annual Chili
for Charity Fundraiser at St Thomas More on Saturday,
February 24 from 3:30p.m. - 7:00p.m. We thank you for
your generous support in the past and kindly ask you
to support us again. w5

For more information and/or to become pm
a sponsor scan the QR code or visit
stthomasmorechurch.org/knights-of-
columbus

Rent for Lent

"/ Vincent de Paul assisted 70 families during
the months of January through March
during the past 2 years.

As part of your Lenten almsgiving, please consider
making a donation to St. Vincent de Paul to help
those in the Elgin area who are struggling with paying
for rent.

Donations may be made by:

e Taking an envelope from the table in the
gathering space and placing it with your donation
in the box on the table. OR

e Going on our website: hitps://kindest.com/412112
-rent-for-lent

Donations for this fundraiser are accepted from
February 14th through March 24th

Thank you for your support!

Hope for Haitians

H% PE o

Hope for Haitians has been an important HAITIANS

charity that St. Thomas More parishioners

[=]

have supported for many years. If you | [®]%
would like more information to give, | & B3
please check the gathering space, visit | Fiala=

hitps://hopeforhaitians.org/church-139/ [=]y
or scan the QR code.
Learn More

St. Thomas More Catholic Church | 215 Thomas More Drive, Elgin, lllinois 60123 | 847-888-1682 | www.stthomasmorechurch.org
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PREPARE

THE WAYOF

THEL

o Night Mass
Night Mass at 6:00pm on Tuesday’s & Thursday’s
during Lent, beginning February 20.

« Fr. Browning'’s Daily Lenten Flocknote
Dedicate yourself to the Lord this Lent. To join
Flocknote text “stmelgin” to 84576.

« Stations of the Cross
On Thursday’s at 2:00pm & Friday’s at 7:00pm
during Lent. Choral Stations of the Cross, on
Friday, March 22 at 7:00pm.

e Lenten Holy Hour
A evening of prayer in the presence of Jesus on
Thursday, February 22 at 6:30pm in the Church.

o Teaching Mass
A Walk through the Mass with Fr. Browning
on Wednesday, March 13 at épm in the Church

o Parish Retreat
Lenten Parish Retfreat led by Fr. Browning on
Saturday, March 16 from 9:00am - 3:00pm.

« Be Reconciled

A Diocesan Day of Penance on Wednesday,
March 20 from 9:00am - 8:00pm

Holy Week

Palm Sunday
MAFCN 23, S5pm

March 24.......ccooeeeeeeeiieeecieeieeeene 8am, 10am, 12pm

Holy Thursday - Mass of the Lord’s Supper - with incense
MAICh 28......eoeee e 7pm

Good Friday - Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
MAFCN 29 .. 3pm

Holy Saturday
March 30 - Blessing of the Easter Food ............. 1Tam

March 30 - Easter Vigil Mass - with incense... 7:30pm

Easter Sunday
March 31 ..., 8am, 10am, 12pm
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INTENTIONS & PRESIDERS

February 18, 2024 | 1st Sunday of Lent

Mass Intentions for the Week
If you would like to have a Mass said for someone,
call the parish office to schedule. The contribution
for reserving the intention of a Mass is $10.00.

Monday, February 19
8:30 AM Masss

Linda Becci

Tuesday, February 20
8:30 AM Mass

Mary H. Lesniak

6:00 PM Mass
Helen M. Clemens

Wednesday, February 21
8:30 AM Mass

Richard Kotera

9:30 AM Mass
Linda Rakowski

Thursday, February 22
8:30 AM Masss

Onorio Flores

6:00 PM Mass
Jon R. Becklinger

Friday, February 23
8:30 AM Mass

Maureen Pour
Ruth Roti

Saturday, February 24
8:30 AM Mass

John Henn

5:00 PM Mass
Victor Ong Lin Un

Sunday, February 25
8:00 AM Mass

People of STM

10:00 AM Mass
Rita Lutzow

12:00 PM Mass
Ida & Francis Cox
Ella Chafee

Presiders

Saturday, February 24
8:30 AM Mass

Fr. Browning

5:00 PM Masss
Fr. Linster

Sunday, February 25
8:00 AM Mass
Fr. Ejay

10:00 AM Mass
Fr. Ejay

12:00 PM Mass
Fr. Browning

Adoration Candles Intentions

February 18 - February 24
The Brillo Family

February 25 - March 02
Timothy P. Hopkins

Lent Unplugged Challenge

Take the Unplugged Challenge this lent. Unplug
from all electronics for a day this lent and plug into
your other options. Download the Unplugged Challenge
at https://www.stthomasmorechurch.org/lent

Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s):

Are you looking for a renewed sense of purpose
& belonging? Register today for a life-changing
REFLECT weekend retreat at the Joseph and Mary
Retreat House (formerly Cardinal Stritch Retreat
House) in Mundelein, IL (in the northern suburbs), on
Feb 23-25, 2024. Take a chance and get involved,
you won't regret itl Cost is $285 for meals and
a single room. Visit www.ReflectRetreat.com,
e-mail reflect.chicagoland@gmail.com, or call
630.222.8303 for details.
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Brittain's Express
L

=& | LUBE

1570 Larkin Awve « Elgin, IL 60123
(847) 695-2235

SUBURBAN

WATER CONDITIONERS, INC.

* WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT
* SALES - RENTALS - SERVICE
* REVERSE OSMOSIS (R.0.)
(THE BOTTLED WATER ALTERNATIVE)

ALLEGRA
PRINT & IMAGING
Quick Commercial Prmtmg

909 Davis Roap ErgineIruiNors 60123

847.697.1434
Fax847.697.1469

BOB MEEK, Parishioner

Bus (847) 741-4037
Home (847) 697-5889

Ameriprise 3

Financial

Michael P. Ellsworth, CFP
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER
- Farishioner since 1997 -
FINANCIAL PLANNING AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT
(847) 531-8693
36 N. McLean Blvd., Elgin
www.ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.p.ellsworth

el

Your local technology and business
partner since 1979. Providing
computing and network solutions
to business and education.

630-584-9505
www.mcctech.com

mms TTM

NTING™

ST. CHARLES, IL

WHEN IT’S
TIME TO PAINT...
IT’S PRIME TIME!

* FREE ESTIMATE °

* RESIDENTIAL PAINTING * COMMERCIAL PAINTING
* INTERIOR PAINTING * EXTERIOR PAINTING
WWW.PRIMETIMEPAINTINGINC.COM
CALL TODAY AND SAVE! 630-920-3300

Firewood « Tree & Stump Removal Lester H. Holze, Jr., D.C.,

Christopher M. Holze, D.C.

LME

& "% Holistic, Natural

e *‘;

» . 4 for the entire family

Health Care

EASY IREE

“Fully Insured & Free Estimates.”

847-683-7252

(847) 888-4770

2000 Larkin Ave., Ste. 200, Elgin

PLUMBING
Service * Remodeling
New Construction

847-683-5050
www.BestlerCorp.com

/-
A
FOX VALLEY OPHTHALMOLOGY

20% OFF
purchase of eyeglasses

*Some conditions apply

St. Charles Elgin
630-584-9850 847-695-0499
Foxvalleyeyes.com

Connecting Catholics
at St Thomas More

and serving surrounding
parish communities.

By Catholics
For Catholics

®

www.Catholic-Care.com 1-800-811-2210

CHRISTisthe

reason we celebrate

CHRISTmas

~
L 4

- i bt et : A i | K 3
Bring your Bulletin to the gate and receive $2.00 BACK

PURCHASE TICKETS at Goebberts.com

In-home caregiving
with values
and Catholic beliefs
shared by you.

= .
/ \ ‘»
Need assistance to live comfortably and
independently at home?

Are you interested in becoming a caregiver?

o 847-488-1900 Coiidy
D@NUTS Open 24/7 DONUTS

33 99 MEAL IlEAl' wgrus

1 Bowl of Soup OR Chili,

1
1 5m Drink & choice of | DGDHUTS

 Bagel from 11am-11pm |
1 3091 U.S. Rt. 20

$2.00 OFF
1 Dozen Donuts

No Limit
Elgin 847-488-1900
With this coupon.
One coupon per visit,
Not valid with
any other offer.
Expires12/31/2023

Elgin 847-488-1900 1
With this coupon. 1

One coupon per visit :
Not valid with any other offer. 1
Expires 12/31/2023 1
1

1

1

1

1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
(1 mile west of Randall Rd.) 1
1
1
1
1
1
1

DOOR AS‘I‘EB
Garage Door Co.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Free Estimates « Fully Insured

CROWN
TREE CARE, INC,

W ErawR treecareing com

FIRE DOORS * HOLLOW METAL DOORS
DOCK EQUIPMENT « RESIDENTIAL DOORS

Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years Your Complete Tree and Shrab Care Company
s ntreecare o gmailoom

154 mnd LAA M

Steve Getzin, Owner
(847) 683-0333

“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN."

For ad info. call at 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Randall/90 Auto Mall

2020 N Randall Rd, Elgin, IL 60123

(847) 695-8000

McGrathHondaElgin.com

As your local premier lllinois Honda dealer,
we have a huge selection of new and pre owned vehicles.
We are here for all your sales and service needs!

St. Thomas More, Elgin, IL B 4C 01-0554



Michael. Mckay/a'c

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Michael McKay &

847.841.1550

dwardjones.con

Hire a Skilled

164 Division St. Ste. 209
Elgin, IL 60120

224-629-6700

lawyerrudyjrios@gmail.com
lawofficeofrudyjrios.com

Lawyer in Elgin, IL ®

THE LAW OFFICE OF RUDY |. RIOS

\@CHARHOUSEY,

ELGIN

847-783-0200
www.jimmyscharhouseelgin.com
2290 Point Blvd. « Elgin

LARK & OWL

EATERY

Serving Breakfast
and Lunch

MONDAY:
Closed

TUESDAY-SUNDAY:
Tam-2pm

219 Walnut Ave. e Elgin

Sy O ]

Aute Repair

lMiclean

AUTO REPARIR

Complete
Automotive
Maintenance

(847)
741-9576

www.mcleanautorepair.com

T

AY

LAvSLLE Law

Comprehensive legal services
for your family and business.

Steve Migala, Parishioner
B47-705-7555 smigala@lavellelaw.com

BERNA

MOVING AND STORAGE
847-741-0264
Local & Long Distance

Thomas Berna
parishioner

—fRIC

SKC CONSTRUCTION INC.

Pavement Maintenance
& Preservation Solutions

Crack Sealing « Sealcoating
Pothole Repair « Striping
Kevin A. Bergquist - Project Manager
Cell: 224-659-3927
Phone: 847-214-9800
kbergquist@skcconstruction.net
P.0. Box 503 « West Dundee, Illinois 60118

For professional real estate service « |
& results, call Brian or visit me on the DARMON Alexander p(umb’nq ’f:‘fll""' l'l'v
internet at briankl.remax.com ORTI'IODONTICS, P.C. 2’ 4 E Chicaqa St . !
L.M. Darmon, DDS, MS Elgin, IL 60120 Nl
RERAY Parish Member
A Plumbing * Sewers Serving Breakfast ¢ Lunch
2001 Larkin Ave Remodeling 224-535-0122 7 Days a Week
Brian Knott Suite 207 CALL TODA!/, COMMERCIAL wwﬁvszzzaﬁszpasgifibcom
RE/MAX Horizon " g o
847-269-9870 (847) 741-1165 847-7542-0541 INDUSTRIAL ® RESIDENTIAL 305 Randall Rd * South Elgin
¥

HEATIHG)&{ OOLIN

- SINCE 2000 -

Trained. Reliable.

Trustworthy.

Servicing All Makes

and Models

(847) 496-3008
i

==

At HOME and AWAY!
v Ambulance/Police

v Family/Friends
v GPS & Fall Alert g (

#k md-medalert.com

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

som 800.808.9294 & .

You Need

As Low As

$1

¢ RESIDENTIAL « MULTI-TENANT
¢« COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL
¢ SERVICE « REMODELING
« NEW INSTALLATIONS

Located|in|Elgin
(847) 468-8171

@

’\{ Fox Valley
EE Shooting Range

780 S. McLean Blvd, Elgin
Foxvalleysr.com
630-357-3570

£

FARMERS

INSURANCE

Insuring your Home, Auto, Business & Life
Call for a FREE Quote!
David Dewitt

(847)
622-6848

1831 Larkin Avenue - Elgin

-

N

310 S. State St.

847-741-8800

51 Center St.

847-742-2100

Laird Funeral Home P.C.

120 S. Third St.

Elgin, 111 60123 West Dundee, 111 60118

847-836-8770

Donald Laird Stephen Laird Robert Laird Patricia Laird
Corey Short
“Family owned and operated”

Wait Ross Allanson

Funeral Home and Cremation Services

201 S. Main St.

Elgin, I11 60120 Algonquin, 111 60102

847-658-4232

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com

St. Thomas More, Elgin, IL

A 4C 01-0554




