MARCH 17, 2024 5TH SUNDAY OF LENT

ST. THOMAS MORE
CATHOLIC CHURCH

WELCOME TO STM

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday 8:30 a.m. 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m.

Daily Mass Schedule
Rosary  8:00 a.m.
Daily 8:30 a.m.

Reconciliation

Tuesday 5:30 p.m.

Thursday 9:00 a.m.

Saturday 2:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m.

Online Giving
stthomasmorechurch.org/donate-1

Perpetual Adoration
Sunday 1:00 p.m. - Saturday 1:00 p.m.
stthomasmorechurch.org/adoration

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
847.888.1682

Pastor

Reverend Ryan Browning
rbrowning@stthomasmorechurch.org
www.fatherbrowning.com

Parochial Vicar
Father “Ejay” Edil Jarapa
associate@stthomasmorechurch.org

Deacons
Mr. Jack Roder, Mr. David Deitz & Mr. Steve Taylor

Parish Staff

stthomasmorechurch.org/staff

School Office
stmelgin.org, 847.742.3959

Faith Formation Office
stthomasmorechurch.org/religious-education
847.888.4887

Sacraments
stthomasmorechurch.org/liturgy-sacraments

www.stthomasmorechurch.org

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

PRODUCES

MUCH

JOHN 12:24

847.888.1682
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PARISH INFORMATION

March 17, 2024 | 5th Sunday of Lent

Stay Connected

Q Flocknote

Text “stmelgin” to 84576 or visit
flocknote.com/stthomasmore37

YouTube
St Thomas More Church
youtube.com

Facebook
facebook.com/St Thomas More Catholic
Church

Instagram
@stmcelgin #stmcelginthegram

Bulletin Deadlines

March 24th Bulletin — Early Deadline
Materials Due: March 11, 2024

March 31st Bulletin - Early Deadline
Materials Due: March 15, 2024

Rent for Lent

3, Did you know the average rental
& "\ cost in Elgin is $1500.00 per month
9 ) and rising2  St. Vincent de Paul

= assisted 70 families during the
months of January through March during
the past 2 years.

As part of your Lenten almsgiving, please
consider making a donation to St. Vincent
de Paul to help those in the Elgin area who
are struggling with paying for rent.

Donations may be made by:

e Taking an envelope from the table in
the gathering space and placing it with
your donation in the box on the table.
OR

e Going on our website: hitps://
kindest.com/412112-rent-for-lent

Donations for this fundraiser are accepted
from February 14th through March 24th

Thank you for your support!

Easter Vigil Reception

This year 32 adults will be entering the church and receiving
sacraments at the Easter Vigil. Did you receive your sacraments
| as an adult at the Easter Vigile Would you like

to congratulate our newly received brothers
f and sisterse We will host a reception following
the Easter Vigil Mass and we are looking for
food donations. Light appetizers and desserts,
A and drinks. Early delivery of donations can be
arranged. Pleases pray for all these men and
f women.

If you would like to donate please use this link to let us know
what  you will bring. htips://www.signupgenius.com/
g0/904054EA8BAE2EA1FF2-48408511-easter

Be Reconciled

On Wednesday, March 20th every church in the Rockford
Diocese will be hosting Be Reconciled Day. St. Thomas More will
have priests here to hear Confessions from 9:00am - 8:00pm.

In preparation for your Confession, you should do the following:

e Set aside some time, find a quiet place, and ask God to be
with you in your preparation.

e Ask God to reveal to you all that you need to share during
confession.

e Find an examination of conscience. You can find one on our
website stthomasmorechurch.org/reconciliation.

o [f it makes you feel more comfortable you can write your sins
down and bring that paper with you to Confession.

Upon arriving at Confession:
e Make the sign of the cross.

e Say, “Bless me Father for | have sinned, it has been ___ (time
frame) since my last confession.”

e Begin to tell him your sins. When you are finished let him know
by saying “lI am sorry for these sins and any sins | cannot
remember at this time.”

e Then listen to Father and any advice he may want to share
and also for the penance he will assign to you.

e Pray the Act of Contrition (a copy of this prayer is in our
Confessionals)

¢ Do the penance given to you.

What a beautiful feeling of God’s merciful
love you will have upon completion.
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A Letter from Fr. Browning

On Wednesday, March 20, the Diocese of Rockford will
celebrate Be Reconciled. Every parish will have confessions
available from 9 a.m. fo 8 p.m. Confession is a great way to
prepare yourselves for Holy Week and Easter graces.

Whether you have been away from confession for a month or
Fr. Ryan Browning MANY years, we are always ready to welcome you back and

help you experience God's mercy. There is nothing we've done
that God can't forgive except the sins we won't bring to Him in sorrow. He
doesn't want you to carry the weight of those sins any longer. He died on
the Cross and rose from the dead so that you could experience the same
resurrection in grace in the confessional.

You can find some  helpful resources on our website:

https://stthomasmorechurch.org/reconciliation

Reconciliation/Confessionstthomasmorechurch.org. Do not be afraid!
God's mercy and freedom await you. It will change your life.

In God's merciful love,
Fr. Browning

Location of Blessed Sacrament
Q: Why do parishes have the Blessed Sacrament in a separate room?

A: While many Catholics of a certain age have memories of the Blessed
Sacrament being housed in the tabernacle on the high altar of the
church, many parishes in the decades since the Second Vatican Council
have chosen to build a separate space - a reservation chapel - where the
Blessed Sacrament is kept. of parish life. The practice of reserving the
Eucharist in a separate space - or in a dignified location away from
the altar where Mass is celebrated - is that it emphasizes the importance of
the liturgy itself, which is the “source and summit” of the life of the Church.

The important thing is that as communities question where to place the
tabernacle, they listen to the voice of the Church, explore the ancient and
varied liturgical fradition of the Church, consider the needs and life of
the community, and also ftake info account the architecture and limits
of the spaces they might already have. ©LPi

A Letter from Fr. Ejay
KONTI LANG: “Seeing Jesus”

)| Remember that when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the magi

from the east looked for Jesus and was seen in the cradle. This
"ﬂme Greeks from the west are looking for Jesus in Jerusalem,
not because of the sign from the sky but out of curiosity about
Fr. Edil Jarpa - Jesus, who is becoming popular among Jews. His reputation as
a great teacher and miracle worker spreads exponentially. Being in a
perfect time and place, beyond what they are about to see is a martyr
and savior who would be crucified a cross. Thus, they would know fully
Jesus' identity and mission. Today, seeing Jesus is not enough. We need
fo get closer to Him. We must know Jesus through his words, feel Jesus
through our prayers, receive Jesus through the sacraments and proclaim
Jesus through our witnessing.
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Adorers Needed

Spend an hour with Jesus in our
St. Joseph Chapel on Fridays at
1:00AM

Sign up at stthomasmorechurch.org
/adoration

Hope for Haitians

Imagine bringing Hope to a family
who doesn't know how they will
survive the next month, week or
even the
next day.
They have no
income, little
or no food

“~and no
access to clecm water. With your
help, Hope for Haitains helps
provide sustainable sources of
food for each family in a village
by supplying animals such as
chickens, goats, cows, and other
livestock. The villagers are taught
about animal husbandry, raising
chickens for Meat or eggs, milking
goats or
COWS and

livestock tol
expand  their SR8
possibilities. | % 558

Families grow

in health and look forward to a
brighter future. Please donate
through our parish Lenten appeal
fo help Hope for Haitians
confinue to provide animals to
sustain - a  more
productive lifestyle.

Information is
available in the
gathering space,
visit https://
hopeforhai-
tians.org/church-
139/ orscan the
QR code.

Learn More
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Prayer List

Join us in praying for members of our community who are sick
or ailing. To add or remove a nhame on our prayer list, please
call the parish office 847.888.1682. To keep our prayer list
current, names will remain on the list for 3 months. After that
time, please contact the parish office to renew names.

Lord Hear Our Prayer...

+ All Souls in Purgatory tJames Lublow

tDebbie Abbs tJerry Martinez
tMichael Abbs tJoan Maryanski
tEunice Bai 1 Chet Mathieu
tMary Baron tFran Meek
tDaria Bernardi TWilliam Meek
*Marjorie Brammer *Lila Moulton

tYolanda Castro +Gloria Neitzel

1Bill Genzler +Barbara Pruter
+Dianna Giardino +Manuel Roman
+ Al Hansen *Lillian Rozanski

+Patricia Tanner
+Gabriel Tomlinson

tJim Hansen
tLynn Harper

tEddy Ibe tNathan Van De Voorde
tCharlie Joseph tDarren Watson
tMary Joseph tMonica Wojcik

tLarry Kancler tLouise Wolff
tKaren Leinen

+Swan Lourits

Bereavement Ministry

Trained volunteers are available to provide spiritual
support and comfort to all parishioners mourning a
death loss.

STM Spotlight

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

This is a picture of my family last night of the statue of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. My daughter and family on the phone
(FaceTime) and happy that everyone was able to join except

my oldest grandson who was working.
~ Emma Rafael

Sympathy List

Rest In Peace
+All Souls

Giving at St. Thomas More

At St. Thomas More Church you are able to share your

donations in a variety of ways.

e AT MASS: You can drop your weekly offering in one
of the baskets at the back of church. We are currently
not taking up a collection during the Mass.

e ONLINE: You can sign up to make your weekly
offering online by visiting our website at Parish
Giving; stthomasmorechurch.org/donate-1

If you have questions about donations to St. Thomas
More, contact Melissa Galla at 847.888.1682 x213
or finance@stthomasmorechurch.org.

Readings of the Day

https://bible.usccb.org/
Podcast audio, videos and daily prayers.

St. Vincent De Paul

stthomasmorechurch.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society

We strive to comfort, feed, clothe, and assist those
in need. We serve in person, keeping all things
confidential and preserving dignity. Please call our
answering machine at 847.628.5170.
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COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS

March 17,2024 | 5th Sunday of Lent

PALM SUNDAY HOLY THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY HOLY SATURDAY EASTER SUNDAY
Mass of the Liturgy of the Easter Food Blessing March 31
March 23...5PM rord's Supper Lord'sPassion  March 30 ..11:00AM 8AM
March 24...8AM, i IECEe) N 10AM
10AM & 12PM Easter Vigil Mass 12PM

March 28..7PM

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday

Question:
Where do Palm Sunday palms come from and where
should they go?

Answer:

The Palm Sunday celebration has ancient origins.
Beginning the liturgy “outside” the church, we
symbolically reenact Christ's entry into Jerusalem. The
crowds in ancient lIsrael waved palm branches
— a symbol of royalty — fo welcome Jesus. These days,
obtaining palms fakes a lot of planning and
coordination, as hundreds of thousands of churches
worldwide need them on the same day! Many in the
United States order palms from Florida, California,
Texas, or Central America. Many companies stress the
sustainability of their production and the just wages
paid to their workers.

The palms used on Palm Sunday are blessed at Mass.
This means they shouldn't end up in the trash! Many
people weave palms into crosses or families display
them in their homes. If you do not plan on displaying
your palms throughout the year, they should be
burned, buried, or left at the church. In the final case,
the palms are burned to provide the ashes for next
year's Ash Wednesday service. eLpi
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March 29 .. 3PM

(with incense)
March 30.. 7:30PM

Worldwide Marriage Encounter

“Amen, amen, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat
falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of
wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” We must
die to self to give more in our marriage. Learn how to
be the best spouse possible by attending a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Experiences on April 27-28 in
Mundelein, IL or June 28-30 in Rockford. For more info
go to: wwme.org or call 888.574.5653.
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INTENTIONS & PRESIDERS
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Mass Intentions for the Week Presiders

If you would like to have a Mass said for someone,

call the parish office to schedule. The contribution

for reserving the intention of a Mass is $10.00. SCIi'UI’de, March 23
8:30 AM Mass

Monday, March 18 Fr. Ejay

8:30 AM Masss 5:00 PM Mass

Richard & Rick Palcowski Fr. Browning

Tuesday, March 19
8:30 AM Mass

Linda Becci

9:30 AM Mass
Joseph Gulik (sp. int.)

6:00 PM Mass
Judith Wetterman

Wednesday, March 20
8:30 AM Masss

Raymond Bellock & Frank Orfie

Thursday, March 21
8:30 AM Mass

The Gustek Family

6:00 PM Mass
Salvatore & Josephine Migliore

Friday, March 22
8:30 AM Mass

Margaret Watson

Saturday, March 23
8:30 AM Mass

Timothy Hopkins

5:00 PM Masss
Jeanette Calma Tablada
Blessings for the Mitchell Family

Sunday, March 24 - Palm Sunday

8:00 AM Masss
People of STM

10:00 AM Mass
John Henn

12:00 PM Mass
Marilyn Kerber

Sunday, March 24
8:00 AM Mass
Fr. Browning

10:00 AM Mass
Fr. Ejay

12:00 PM Mass
Fr. Linster

Adoration Candles Intentions

March 17 - March 23

Vanessa N. Rodriguez

March 24 - March 30

Linda McEwan

Prayer for Mental

This month the Pope asks us to pray for the new
martyrs. Some saints who were martyred lived with
a mental illness. Examples are Saint Oscar Romero
who lived with obsessive compulsive disorder,
Blessed Rufilio Grande who lived with schizophrenia,
and Saint Mark Ji Tianxiang who lived with
addiction. These martyrs demonstrate that mental
illness does not prevent a
person from living a life of
great holiness and heroic
love of God and neighbor.
We pray that these saints
inspire us to, in the words of
Pope Francis, “Never fire
of bearing witness to the

Gospel, even in fimes of MENTAL HEALTH

tribulation”.

xS
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Brittain's Express
L

=& | LUBE

1570 Larkin Awve « Elgin, IL 60123
(847) 695-2235

ALLEGRA
PRINT & IMAGING
Quick Commercial Prmtmg

909 Davis Roap ErgineIruiNors 60123

847.697.1434
Fax847.697.1469

Ameriprise 3

Financial

Michael P. Ellsworth, CFP
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER
- Farishioner since 1997 -
FINANCIAL PLANNING AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT
(847) 531-8693
36 N. McLean Blvd., Elgin
www.ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.p.ellsworth

el

Your local technology and business
partner since 1979. Providing
computing and network solutions
to business and education.

630-584-9505
www.mcctech.com

mms TTM

NTING™

ST. CHARLES, IL

WHEN IT’S
TIME TO PAINT...
IT’S PRIME TIME!
* FREE ESTIMATE °

* RESIDENTIAL PAINTING * COMMERCIAL PAINTING
* INTERIOR PAINTING * EXTERIOR PAINTING
WWW.PRIMETIMEPAINTINGINC.COM
CALL TODAY AND SAVE! 630-920-3300

Firewood « Tree & Stump Removal Lester H. Holze, Jr., D.C.,

Christopher M. Holze, D.C.

LME

+ "®.  Holistic, Natural
EASY IREE 4 * R
Ty AT for the entire family

“Fully Insured & Free Estimates.”

847-683-7252

(847) 888-4770

2000 Larkin Ave., Ste. 200, Elgin

PLUMBING
Service * Remodeling
New Construction

847-683-5050
www.BestlerCorp.com

Connecting Catholics
at St Thomas More

and serving surrounding
parish communities.

By Catholics
For Catholics

www.Catholic-Care.com 1-800-811-2210

CHRISTisthe

reason we celebrate

CHRISTmas

~
L 4

Bring your Bulletin to the gate and receive $2.00 BACK

PURCHASE TICKETS at Goebberts.com

In-home caregiving
with values
and Catholic beliefs

/ shared by you.
s’/\ y

Need assistance to live comfortably and
independently at home?

Are you interested in becoming a caregiver?

)

o 847-488-1900 Coiidy
D@NUTS Open 24/7 DONUTS

33 99 MEAL IlEAl' wgrus

1 Bowl of Soup OR Chili,

1
1 5m Drink & choice of | DL@“UTS

 Bagel from 11am-11pm |
1 3091 U.S. Rt. 20

$2.00 OFF
1 Dozen Donuts

No Limit
Elgin 847-488-1900
With this coupon.
One coupon per visit,
Not valid with
any other offer.
Expires12/31/2023

Elgin 847-488-1900 1
With this coupon. 1

One coupon per visit. :
Not valid with any other offer. 1
Expires 12/31/2023 1
1

1

1

1

1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
(1 mile west of Randall Rd.) 1
1
1
1
1
1
1

DOOR AS‘I‘EB
Garage Door Co.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Free Estimates « Fully Insured

CROWN
TREE CARE, INC,

W ErawR treecareing com

FIRE DOORS * HOLLOW METAL DOORS
DOCK EQUIPMENT « RESIDENTIAL DOORS

Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years Your Camplete Tree and Shrub Care Company
wrm nirceeary o gnval

15A and IAA Me

Steve Getzin, Owner
(847) 683-0333

“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN."

®

For ad info. call at 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Randall/90 Auto Mall

2020 N Randall Rd, Elgin, IL 60123

(847) 695-8000

McGrathHondaElgin.com

As your local premier lllinois Honda dealer,
we have a huge selection of new and pre owned vehicles.
We are here for all your sales and service needs!

St. Thomas More, Elgin, IL B 4C 01-0554



Michael. Mckay/a'c

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Michael McKay &

847.841.1550

dwardjones.con

Hire a Skilled

164 Division St. Ste. 209
Elgin, IL 60120

224-629-6700

lawyerrudyjrios@gmail.com
lawofficeofrudyjrios.com

Lawyer in Elgin, IL ®

THE LAW OFFICE OF RUDY |. RIOS

For professional real estate service
& results, call Brian or visit me on the

internet at briankl.remax.com

RE/MAY

Brian Knott
RE/MAX Horizon
847-269-9870

\@CHARHOUSEY,

ELGIN

847-783-0200
www.jimmyscharhouseelgin.com
2290 Point Blvd. « Elgin

LARK & OWL

EATERY

Serving Breakfast
and Lunch

MONDAY:
Closed

TUESDAY-SUNDAY:
Tam-2pm

219 Walnut Ave. e Elgin

Sy O ]

Aute Repair

lMiclean

AUTO REPARIR

Complete
Automotive
Maintenance

(847)
741-9576

www.mcleanautorepair.com

LAvSLLE Law

Comprehensive legal services
for your family and business.

T

AY

Steve Migala, Parishioner
B47-705-7555 smigala@lavellelaw.com

_KC__

BERNA SKC CONSTRUCTION INC.
MOVING AND STORAGE
847-741-0264

Local & Long Distance

Pavement Maintenance
& Preservation Solutions

Crack Sealing « Sealcoating
Pothole Repair « Striping
Kevin A. Bergquist - Project Manager
Cell: 224-659-3927
Phone: 847-214-9800
kbergquist@skcconstruction.net
P.0. Box 503 « West Dundee, Illinois 60118

Thomas Berna
parishioner

DARMON Alexander Plumbing [l ﬂ
ORTHODONTICS, PC. 214 E. Chicago St. g
L.M. Darmon, DDS, MS Elgin, IL 60120 Nl
Parish Member .
Plumbing * Sewers Serving Breakfast ¢ Lunch
2001 Larkin Ave Remodeling 224-535-0122 VLR
Suite 207 CALL TODAY! commerciaL e
(847) 741-1165 847-762-0541 INDUSTRIAL ® RESIDENTIAL 305 Randall Rd * South Elgin
o,

HEATIHG)&{ OOLIN

- SINCE 2000 -

Trained. Reliable.

Trustworthy.

Servicing All Makes

and Models

(847) 496-3008
i

==

At HOME and AWAY!
v Ambulance/Police

v Family/Friends
v GPS & Fall Alert g (

#k md-medalert.com

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

som 800.808.9294 & .

LCURCLLR! 310°S. State St.

As Low As

$1

847-741-8800

AN

¢ RESIDENTIAL « MULTI-TENANT
¢« COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL
¢ SERVICE « REMODELING
« NEW INSTALLATIONS

Located|in|Elgin
(847) 468-8171

@

’\{ Fox Valley
EE Shooting Range

780 S. McLean Blvd, Elgin
Foxvalleysr.com
630-357-3570

£

FARMERS

INSURANCE

Insuring your Home, Auto, Business & Life
Call for a FREE Quote!
David Dewitt

(847)
622-6848

1831 Larkin Avenue - Elgin

51 Center St.

-

847-742-2100

N

Laird Funeral Home P.C.

120 S. Third St.

Elgin, 111 60123 West Dundee, 111 60118

847-836-8770

Donald Laird Stephen Laird Robert Laird Patricia Laird
Corey Short
“Family owned and operated”

Wait Ross Allanson

Funeral Home and Cremation Services

201 S. Main St.

Elgin, I11 60120 Algonquin, 111 60102

847-658-4232

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com

St. Thomas More, Elgin, IL
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