
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active 
member of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for 
three months prior to the baptism.  Parents 
are expected to attend a baptismal prepara-
tion class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at 
least 12 months before the date of the mar-
riage to take marriage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact 
the Durand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish 
office for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednes-
day 9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on 
Saturday 3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, 
contact the Durand office. Check the bulle-
tin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Sandy Bensinger  

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Director of Religious Education (DRE):  

Robin Doyle  Email: smsjdre@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

Sat.: 5:00pm - Sun.: 11:30am 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 
2:30pm.   

Tues. 8:30am to Noon 
Website: stmarystjoseph.org 

Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 
Sun.: 8:30am 

Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 
Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 

Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   
Website: stmarystjoseph.org 

Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Jo-
seph Parish, we believe that we 
share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commit-
ment to the values expressed in the 
gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the 
Holy Spirit calls us to be particular-
ly attentive to the inspiration and 
guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that wor-

ships together and supports one 
another in spiritual growth; 

· witness to our belief through 
sharing our faith with others and 
providing for education in faith to 
our members; 

· respond with compassion to both 
the spiritual and corporal needs of 
those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have 
been given and seek to use them 
wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a 
larger community of believers with-
in the Diocese of Lansing and great-
er Roman Catholic Church. 
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
  twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary time  

September 22, 2019 
He raises up the lowly from the dust; from the dunghill he 

lifts up the poor Ps 113:7 
Where are the poor in our community? Who are 

they? Why is Christ so close to those who are poor? And why 
does he teach us so much of that centers around caring for 
the poor? And why should that be our focus?  

Back on August 10th we celebrated in our Catholic 
Church the feast of St. Laurence who was deacon in the 3rd 
century. One day when Pope Sixtus II was in the cemetery of 
St. Calistus celebrating the Holy Mysteries accompanied by 
some members of his clergy, he was arrested.  

Thinking that the Christians in those days had hidden 
great treasures, the prefect of Rome called for Laurence, who 
as deacon, was the custodian of the Church’s goods. The 
prefect ordered Laurence to hand over all the Church’s treas-
ures. Laurence answered that he would do so but first he 
needed to assemble them. So, he went out and gathered all 
the poor and sick people of Rome, then returned and showed 
them to the prefect, telling him that these were the sole and 
greatest treasure of the Church. 

The saint was undressed and laid on a grill with burn-
ing coals beneath it. Witnesses of the scene saw a radiant joy 
on the martyr’s face. After a certain time had passed, he ad-
dressed his torturers saying: “Turn me around, because this 
side is already well cooked.” They turned him, and after a 
time he said: “It is done and ready to eat.” Then turning his 
eyes to Heaven he prayed to God for the conversion of Rome 
and expired. 

Christ tells us in Mathew 26:11 the poor you will al-
ways have with you, but you will not always have Me. He said 
this just before he was betrayed by Judas taken away and 
crucified. The poor is so important for us because that is 
where we will find Christ. But who are the poor and how did 
they become poor?  

Well I submit to you for reflection, that we, everyone 
of us is poor, in one way, shape or form. We all are poor 
through our broken human condition. There are many ways to 
classify poor. Of course, there is lack of wealth, which is the 
first thing we think of, but the list runs much deeper. Poor by 
lacking love, poor in confidence, poor in physical and spiritual 
health, poor in morals that lead to depravity and reckless life-
styles, poor in compassion, poor in joy, and the list goes on 
and on. 

Blessed are the poor (every one of us), for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Because Christ’s Mercy is right there 
with us, all we need to do is accept it. The best way we can 
ready ourselves to know our own poverty is by serving the 
poor. It’s when we look into the tired worn eyes of someone 
who struggles from the lack of basic necessities, that we can 
see OURSELVES as we really are. Poor, broken, and empty, 
we who long for God’s unconditional love. To live in the king-
dom promised to the poor. 

Todays psalm brings reality right smack between our 
eyes when it says,  He raises up the lowly from the dust;  
from the dunghill he lifts up the poor. It really puts our human 
condition in perspective. We are the king of the hill, unfortu-
nately it’s a dung hill. We are able to get to the top of that, but 
we can’t go any further until we are lifted by the God who took 
on this poor lowly flesh, so that He could lift us to a higher 
glory by conquering our sin and death. He had it all. He was 
rich beyond compare and gave it all up so that we could be 
lifted. What an amazing, powerful Father we have that can’t 

wait to lift us up.   

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING OF  
ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 

For those who are ill at home, in the hospital or in the nurs-
ing home. 

Toby Vusola, Will Taylor, Ben Monroe, Net My-
ers, Paul Davis, Lois Wachter, Sue Carmer,  
Phil Elder, and Alex Proulx. 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the prayer 
list for four (4) weekends, before being removed. If your 
illness is long term, your name should be put on the pray-

er board in the back of your church.  St. Mary’s parish office 1-855
-288-6704 or the St. Joseph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women in the armed services. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, September 23 - No Liturgies 
 Ezr 1:1-6, Ps 126: 1b-2ab,2cd-3,4-5,6, Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday, September 24 - No Liturgies 
 Ezr 6:7-8,12b,14-20, Ps 122:1-2,3-4ab,4cd-5, Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday, September 25 - Gaines 
 Eucharistic Adoration - 7:20am to 8:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - Norb Wnukowski by Theresa 
 Wnukowski 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
9:30am 
 Ezr 9:5-9, Tb 13:2,3-4a,4befghn,7-8, Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday, September 26 - Durand 
 Senior Appreciation Mass with Bishop Boyea - 
 11:00 - The Seniors of Shiawassee County 
 Hg 1:1-8, Ps 149:1b-2,3-4,5-6a,9b, Lk 9:7-9 
Friday, September 27 - No Liturgies 
 Hg 2:1-9, Ps 43:1,2,3,4, Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday, September 28 - Durand 
 Zec 2:5-9,14-15a, Jer 31:10,11-12ab,13, Lk 9:43b-45 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - Margaret Zick by Michael &  
 Sharon Gould 
Sunday, September 29 
 Mass at Gaines  - 8:30am - Fr. Robert McKeon 
by Joan Morse and Chris Morse Laverty 
 Mass at Durand  - 11:30am - St. Mary and St.  
 Joseph Parishioners 
 Am 6:1a,4-7, Ps 146:7,8-9,9-10(1b), 1 Tm 6:11-16, Lk 16:19-31 

ATTENTION LADIES:  You are cordially invited to attend the 7th 
Annual Catholic Women's Conference in 
the Diocese of Lansing.  The conference is 
entitled "Hope Restores" and will take 
place on Saturday, October 12, 2019 from 
9:00am until 5:00pm at the Lansing Cen-
ter.  This conference will inspire you and 
renew your faith.  You'll enjoy praise and 

worship music, listen to motivating speakers, lunch, shopping, 
prayer ministry, and celebrate Holy Mass with our Bishop Earl 
Boyea.  Also, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation will be available all day.  It is certain to be a 
wonderful day of fun and fellowship with your sisters, daughters, 
and friends in Christ Jesus.  For more information and to register, 
please visit www.LansingDioceseCWC.org. 

Special Liturgy Schedule Notice:  There will be 
no daily Masses held the week of October 1-4 due 
Priest convocation with the Bishop during that time. 
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Sponsor of the Week 

Fast Eddie’s Car Wash/Oil Change  
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize these sponsors, as 
they make our bulletin possible. Also, let them know where you saw it! 

Parish Support for the  
weekend of Sept. 15 

The Sept. 29 bulletin cut off is Mon., Sept. 23 by noon.   
bulletinmj@gmail.com 

There will be a Finance Council meeting on Tues, 
September 24 at 7:00pm at the Gaines location. 

This weekend (September 21 & 22), the St. Vincent de 
Paul truck will be in the parking lot of St. Mary, Du-
rand.  We ask that you drop off items at the entrance of 
the Education Building that weekend before and/or after 
the masses.  If you have any questions, please contact 
the Parish office at 855-288-6704 Ext 7001.  Thank you. 

COLLECTION FOR WEEKEND SEPTEMBER 15, 2019 
General Collection (Budgeted weekend 
amount)…………………………………………. $4,708.00 
General Collection (Received)........................ $5,723.82 
Overage........…………………………………… $1,015.82
 Energy………………………………………… $40.00 
 Outreach……………………………………… $383.00 
 Building Debt………….……………………… $171.00 

RCIA has started there is still time to 
join us we will be meeting Monday 
evenings weekly at the Durand gath-
ering space 6pm-8pm.  Contact 
Sandy Corrion if you have questions 
(989) 721-7847 

Volunteers Needed: 
We are looking for individuals that will be willing to supply light snacks for 
the RCIA sessions.  You would be providing snacks for 20 people.  (Paper 
plates, napkins and drinks provided) 
Please sign up in the gathering space for a specific class.  We are asking 
that snacks be dropped off in the Durand gathering space either Sunday or 
Monday.  We are also asking you to pray for those attending RCIA be-
tween 6:00pm-8:00pm on Mondays.  Any questions call: Sandy Corrion 
(989) 721-7847. 

St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish 
Donuts and Discussion... 

Casual get together after each Daily Mass on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9:20-10:20. 
During these times of fellowship, we will open the floor to 
whatever topic you want to bring to the coffee table. It can 
be related to the daily readings, discussion on prayer and 
prayer life, or things in general that are going on in our par-
ish and our diocese. 
These will be held in the kitchen at our Gaines location on 
Wednesdays and in the lower level of the church at our Du-
rand location. Fr Bill and/or Deacon Wayne will be there to 
help in what ever the conversation will be about. 

Working Hands Ministry invites knitters and crocheters to 
join us as we give others prayer and comfort as we make and 
give shawls and lapghans. We will meet every other week on 
Wednesday evenings from 7-8:30pm and every other Thurs-
day from 1-2:30 pm in the Durand Education Building. The 
dates we meet will be Wednesdays: Sept. 25, Oct. 9 and 23, 
Nov. 6 and 20, and Dec. 4. Thursdays we will meet on Sept. 
26, Oct. 10 and 24, Nov. 7 and 21, and Dec. 5 Please join us. 

Women's Retreat Weekend: October 11-13, 2019  
St. Francis Retreat Center - DeWitt, MI 

Theme: River of Life - Flowing From Our Baptism 
Join us and explore the roles of priest, prophet and servant 
king! Suggested donation for the weekend is $185 and in-
cludes all lodging, meals, and materials. The retreat begins 
with check in at 6:00 pm on Friday and ends after lunch on 

Sunday. Women of all ages are welcome! Reg-
ister with St. Francis at 517-669-8321; registra-
tion is also available online at www.stfrancis.ws. 
Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you 
to set aside time for this encounter opportunity! 

Mother Teresa Group Bake Sale, will be 
held on Sunday, September 29 after the 
8:30am Mass.  Proceeds benefit Heartbeat. 

Hour of Prayer and Worship 
St. Mary St. Joseph Parish 

Oct. 17 - Gaines Location 
Nov. 21 - Durand Location 
Dec. 19 - Gaines Location 

Mark your calendar.  Each evening from 7:00pm to 8:00pm.  
These powerful transforming gatherings will bring; praise and 
worship music, scripture, reflection, and silent prayer in the 
Presence of God together to fill our hearts, souls, minds and 
bodies with God’s love. 

Special Anniversary Mass: A special Anniversary Mass will 
be held at St. Thomas Aquinas in East Lansing on October 5, 
2019 at 4:30pm for married couples celebrating their first an-
niversary in 2019 as well as for all couples celebrating a sig-
nificant anniversary (10th, 15th, 20th, 25th etc.). In addition, 
all couples celebrating any wedding anniversary of 60 years 
or more are invited. A cake and punch reception will follow 
the Mass in Fr. Mac Hall. 
Family members and friends are also invited to share this 
day with you and to rejoice the commitment of love witnessed 
through the Sacrament of Matrimony. Couples are encour-
aged to arrive early so they can be seated in a reserved sec-
tion for Mass. Couples planning to attend the Mass at St. 
Thomas Aquinas, East Lansing, are asked to RSVP by con-
tacting Cheryl Olsen at (517) 342-2556 or by email:  

colsen@dioceseoflansing.org. 
Web Link: https://elcatholics.org/diocesan-anniversary-mass 

Coffee and Donuts 
Coffee and donuts will be starting after Sunday Masses on the 
third weekend of the month.  Volunteers, families, and friends 
are asked to sign-up to pick-up, prepare, and help serve coffee 
and donuts after the 8:30am Mass and the 11:30am 
Mass.  Sign-up sheets are in the gathering spaces for both lo-
cations.  Please sign-up for your weekend to serve! For more 
info call Kathy 989-271-9933, or parish office 989-271-8434. 




