
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Sandy Bensinger  

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Director of Religious Education (DRE):  

Robin Doyle  Email: smsjdre@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

Sat.: 5:00pm - Sun.: 11:30am 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 
2:30pm.   

Tues. 8:30am to Noon 
Website: stmarystjoseph.org 

Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 
Sun.: 8:30am 

Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 
Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 

Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   
Website: stmarystjoseph.org 

Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

" Remember, you are not 

to prepare your  

defense beforehand”.  

Lk  21:14  

One Holy Family in Christ 
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Ordinary Time ~ C 
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
ThirTy Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

nOvember 17, 2019 
“Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand”. Lk  21:14  

The sub-title for todays gospel is; The Coming Persecu-
tion.  This sounds frightening all on its own. What will be our 
“Coming Persecution”? We may sometimes wonder what this might 
be. The answer is we really don’t know, but there is no doubt we 
cannot escape our coming persecution. It may be physical, it may be 
spiritual, or may be psychological. Whatever it is, the one thing for 
certain in this life is that persecution (suffering) will come. 

We may ask at this time why would a God who loves me so send 
this persecution/suffering to us, one of His beloved creation? We 
may not see any sense or reason for suffering because we only 
focus on the pain and not on what the opportunity would be in suf-
fering. OPPORTUNITY?   

It is not optional on whether we will suffer or not. We as humans 
will suffer and only God knows how or when, but it will come. What 
is optional however, is WHAT persecution will MEAN to us, whether 
it will transform us. THAT IS THE CHOICE OF FAITH. Our world tells 
us that it is crazy to endure any type of suffering and persecution, 
but we Christians believe that our suffering is key to who and what 
we are. Jesus teaches us through His all-important Passion and 
Death there is a positive, transformative results in suffering and He 
has paved the way to our opportunity of EVERLASTING LIFE. 

Yes, persecution will come. But as Jesus teaches us that before 
all the end of the world scenarios happen, . . , they will seize and 
persecute you, they will hand you over to the synagogues and to 
prisons, and they will have you led before kings and governors be-
cause of my name. AND It will lead to your giving testimony.  

Sounds like a scary, lonely place. He goes on saying: Remember, 
you are not to prepare your defense beforehand. That too may sound 
scary, but only because we prideful ones don’t like to relinquish 
control, we don’t like not being totally prepared. When persecution 
and suffering comes, honestly, we have almost no control over 
what, when and where it happens. God loves us more than we can 
imagine and is with us, in and through our suffering we ENDURE. 

It is said when we face tribulation that our two choices is fight or 
flight. I’m afraid that our first or primary reaction is FLIGHT. to es-
cape the pain. Seldom, do we see a person stand and try NOT to 
escape it. What happens when we stand and don’t run from perse-
cution? We are faced with a choice to become better from it and to 
go beyond it by choosing to see Christ even amid persecution and 
suffering. To go out into the world and witness to the power of 
Christ in our life. That’s what we are called to. That’s why we are 
here in this world. Not to just suffer but to go out and tell others of 
the healing God wants for each of us. 

We have two more scheduled Healing Services. One of the prima-
ry reasons for starting these was that each of us would have a 
chance for healing but ALSO that we would go out to anyone we 
know of Catholic or not, neighbors, friends, co-workers, those we 
know who are suffering and give them an opportunity to come be-
fore Christ and be open to His healing. Here is your challenge. Next 
Thursday, go out and find someone who is needing Christ in their 
life, that is needing Christ’s healing in their life and bring them with 
you. Reach out and help someone who needs to make that trans-
forming choice along with you. See you there.       Dcn. Wayne  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING OF  
ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 

For those who are ill at home, in the hospital or in the  
nursing home. 

Joan Morse, Gloria Letavis, Jackie Kondel, Mon-
ica Coolich, Virginia Yankee, and Alex Proulx. 

Please note: Individual names will remain on the 
prayer list for four (4) weekends, before being re-
moved. If your illness is long term, your name 
should be put on the prayer board in the back of 
your church.  St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-
6704 or the St. Joseph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women in the armed services. 

Coffee and Donuts 
If any family or parishioner would like to 
volunteer to have Coffee and Donuts on 
the third Sunday of the month, please 
contact the Parish Office to schedule a 
date and time. 989-271-8434 Thank you. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, November 18 - No Liturgies 
 1 Mc 1:10-15,41-43,54-57,62-63, Ps 119: 
 53,61,134,150,155,158, Lk 18: 35-43 OR: Acts 28:11-16,30-
 31, Ps 98:1-6, Mt 14:22-33 
Tuesday, November 19 - Durand 
 Eucharistic Adoration - 8:00am to 8:50am 
 Open to everyone as is all our holy hours. 
 2 Mc 6:18-31, Ps 3:2-7, Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday, November 20 - Gaines 
 Eucharistic Adoration - 7:20am to 8:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - Jack and Leatha Lecureux 
 by the Family 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 2 Mc 7:1,20-31, Ps 17: 1bcd,5-6,8b and 15, Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday, November 21 - Durand 
 Eucharistic Adoration - 7:20am to 8:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - Paul Freel by Sandy 
 Bensinger 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
  1 Mc 2: 15-29, Ps 50:1b-2,5-6,14-15, Lk 19:41-44 
Friday, November 22 - No Liturgies 
 1 Mc 4:3-37, 52-59, 1 Chr 29:10bcd,11abc,11d-12a,12bcd, 
 Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday, November 23 - Durand 
 1 Mc 6:1-13, Ps 9:2-3,4,6,16,19, Lk 20:27-40 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - Sophie Nequist by Sharon & 
 Michael Gould 
Sunday, November 24 
 Mass at Gaines  - 8:30am - Carroll Osborn 
 by Jacqueline Elford 
 Mass at Durand  - 11:30am - St. Mary and 
 St. Joseph Parishioners 
 2 Sm 5:1-3, Ps 122:1-5, Col 1:12-20, Lk 23: 35-43 





National Vocation Awareness Week 
was the week of Nov. 3 – 9. 

 

 
 

Building a Culture of Vocations: 
1. Invite your single friends to your home for a dinner & mingle. 
2. Pray for vocations in your parish and in your home. 
3. Ask someone if they've discerned a calling to a particular vocation that 
they have good qualities for. 
4. Volunteer to watch the kids of a married couple you know so they can 
have a 'date-night'. 
5. Share your vocation story with others in your life to encourage people in 
seeing the joy of living a vocation. 
6. Celebrate vocation anniversaries within your community. 
7. Don't give up on openness to your own vocation & helping others do the 
same in the time of waiting. 
8. Encourage young people to explore the vocations of priesthood and 
religious life by making visits to seminaries or religious orders. 
9. Accompany someone in discernment of their vocation. 
10. Families, invite a priest or religious to dinner at your house so your kids 
will know them outside of the context of Mass. 
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Sponsor of the Week 

Monroe Point Shell 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize these sponsors, as 
they make our bulletin possible. Also, let them know where you saw it! 

Parish Support for the  
weekend of Nov. 10 

The Nov. 24 bulletin cut off is Mon., Nov. 18 by noon.   
bulletinmj@gmail.com 

Due to the Thanksgiving Day 
holiday, Dec. 1 bulletin arti-
cles must be submitted no lat-
er than Wed., Nov. 20 at noon.  

Thank you for your understanding and sor-
ry for any inconvenience this may cause. 

There will be a Finance Council meeting on Tues, 
Nov. 19 at 7:00pm at the Durand location. 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Prayer... 
…Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the con-
stant gladness of being devoted to you, for it is 
full and lasting happiness to serve with con-
stancy the author of all that is good. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.   Amen. 

COLLECTION FOR WEEKEND November 10, 2019 
General Collection (Budgeted weekend 
amount)…………………………………………. $4,708.00 
General Collection (Received)........................ $4,687.43 
(Shortage).....…………………………………… ($20.57) 
 All Saint’s Day (Holy Day)………………….. $45.00 
 Energy………………………………………… $253.00 
 Building Debt………….……………………… $165.00 
 Campaign for Human Development...…….. $5.00 

Relationships Matter 
All relationships are important!  Our 
relationships with others bring us 
closer to our relationship with God!  
And getting together is FUN!  Our 
November gathering will be Chicken 
Feet and Chili! 
Come join us on November 23, at 

6:30pm at our Gaines location.  Sign up for Chili, salad or 
dessert!  Bring domino’s! 

Hour of Prayer and Worship 
St. Mary St. Joseph Parish 
Nov. 21 - Durand Location 
Dec. 19 - Gaines Location 

Mark your calendar.  Each evening 
from 7:00pm to 8:00pm.  These power-

ful transforming gatherings will bring; praise and worship 
music, scripture, reflection, and silent prayer in the Presence 
of God together to fill our hearts, souls, minds and bodies 
with God’s love. 

We will be gathering 
gently used clean winter 
wear.  This includes 
coats, boots, snow-
pants, mittens, gloves, 

scarves and hats. There will be tubs in the gathering 
space at the Durand location and in the Franklin Hay 
Education building. Items collected will first be offered 
to the needy in the area.  Advent by Candlelight will be on Novem-

ber 24 at 5:00pm, at the Durand loca-
tion.  Our speaker this year will be Deb 
Hawley.  Sign-Up sheets for sponsoring a 
table or coming as a guest will be at both 

locations in the Gathering Space. This is being put on by 
the Altar Society and Mother Theresa Group. 

Both Knights of Columbus Councils are asking for 
brand new sports logo sweat shirts (large & extra-
large) no later than December 1.  The sweat shirts 
will be donated to "Holy Cross Services" the first 

week of December.  Boxes will be available at both locations 
in the gathering spaces. 

Are you a user of Facebook?  If so, go to 
www.facebook.com and search for: 
Parish: St. Mary and St. Joseph Catholic Church 

Gaines Knights of Columbus: kofccouncil12186 
Altar Society: stmjaltarsociety 

If your group is associated with SMSJ Parish,  
send your link to  

bulletinmj@gmail.com and it will be posted here. 

The Diocese of Lansing is looking for an enthusiastic 
Catholic committed to the evangelization mission of the 
Catholic Church to serve as a part time Communica-
tions Intern.  The position will report to the Director of 
Communications and will work 15 - 19 hours per 
week.  The position promotes and reports upon Catholic 
events and initiatives happening throughout our diocese 
in a way that uses multi-media on various platforms.  To 
learn more about the position and apply, please visit 
our website at www.dioceseoflansing.org/employment  

The Angel Tree will be set up at the Durand lo-
cation the week of Thanksgiving. If you know of 
a family who would like help with Christmas gifts 
for their children, please call Becky Landris at 
989-288-6265 or 989-721-5313 by November 
25.  

Advent Decorators 
Volunteers are needed for Advent Deco-
rating at the Gaines location on Wednes-
day, Nov 27 at 10:00am at the church. 
Please sign up in the gathering space if 
you are able to help decorate. 

I would like to thank the Parish for all your prayers 
and support during the past few months.  I am 
making progress and on my way to recovery.  We 
are truly blessed to have such a loving and caring 
parish family.  God Bless, Sandy Corrion  




