
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Sandy Bensinger  

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Director of Religious Education (DRE):  

Robin Doyle  Email: smsjdre@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

Sat.: 5:00pm - Sun.: 11:30am 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 
Sun.: 8:30am 

Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 
Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 

Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   
Website: stmarystjoseph.org 

Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

For he shall rescue the poor when 
he cries out, and the afflicted when 
he has no one to help him. He shall 

have pity for the lowly and the 
poor; the lives of the poor he shall 

save Ps  72:12-13 
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For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, and the 

afflicted when he has no one to help him. He shall have pity for the lowly 
and the poor; the lives of the poor he shall save Ps  72:12-13  

He rescues us when we cry out to Him, He comforts us when we are 
weak and helpless. He has pity on us lowly sinners and strengthens us 
when we feel like we have nothing left to hope for. 

Remembering that Advent is a very special time for us to prepare our 
hearts, a season of JOYFUL HOPE where we actively wait for His com-
ing again. When He comes how will He find you? Secure, having accom-
plished your life’s goals? Not needing anything or anyone? Will he be 
impressed by those things you have amassed? The things you thought 
were so important? Or will He find you afflicted, needy, helpless, and 
poor? 

As you can tell from this powerful verse from Psalm 72 that God is 
doing all the heavy lifting here. Our job in all this has nothing to do with 
what we have accumulated or our strength we find in our life’s goals, 
accomplishments, or what we have accumulated. All of this, weighs noth-
ing in the scales of His justice. It’s when we realize our poorness, our 
brokenness, our turning from Him and just how helpless we are that we 
open the door to His mercy. He knocks, but we have to open the door. 
So, our only part in this according to this psalm is to cry out for His help, 
mercy, and forgiveness. 

My 3-year-old grandson was over the other Sunday and he was a little 
out of control. Thinking he was the boss, telling us what “he was going to 
do” and how it was going to be. He thought he had complete control of 
his surroundings and was going to tell us when and where we would 
come into this plan. By the way, he was a little crabby, too. He thought 
we were not doing his will.  

So, I picked him up and took him for a nap. Now he was plenty ticked 
off at me, yelling at me, telling me there was going to be no nap. I told 
him if he would just lay still while I told him a story about a funny deer 
with a red nose, we could get up again. By the time I finished the story, 
he was sound asleep and when he woke 2 hours later, he realized he 
didn’t need to control everything and everyone. He was happy to be with 
us again participating in the family activities. My grandson was crying out, 
by way of his actions and attitude. He didn’t realize he was poor on 
sleep. He didn’t realize he was all by himself, in a room full of people. 
Because of his attitude, he was afflicted with separating himself from all 
of us.   

We can get like my grandson sometimes. Strong, in control, my plan 
before God’s plan. We feel we can negotiate with God kind of like my 
grandson did, when he told me there would be NO NAP. We will think, 
“I’ll do this for you, God, if you just let me have that”. But our relationship 
with God is not built on this “quid pro quo” mentality. It is not like buying 
something at a Walmart store where we get something if we drop the 
right coin into the right slot. Here is a little clue for you.  We will never 
have the right coins or find the right slot to pay or negotiate for what God 
offers us in His mercy and eternal life.  

God doesn’t want your money or accomplishments. God doesn’t want 
your checklist of all the things you have done for Him. He simply wants 
your heart.  He wants you to change your heart to be more like His each 
day. He can help change your heart, but it will mean you’ll have to give 
up your control over it. And don’t think you can buy your way out of this. 
That is just you, fooling yourself, that you are in control. God will rescue 
us, lift us up simply because He loves us and we cry out for help. 

Open your heart to God and HIS Justice shall flourish in His time, and 
fullness of HIS peace forever.                                         Dcn. Wayne  

We pray for 
Arthur K. Darnell 

Spouse to Annemarie, father to James, 
Rainmunda, Natalie, Shawn, Elfriede, 

Carola and Monica... 
...that he may now enjoy the great blessings of eternal life. 
We pray also for his family and friends that they may find 
peace in the promises of Christ. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, December 9 - No Liturgies 
 Gn 3:9-15,20, Ps 98:1-4, Eph 1:3-6, 11-12, Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday, December 10 - Durand 
 Eucharistic Adoration - 8:00am to 8:50am 
 Open to everyone as is all our holy hours. 
 Is 40:1-11, PS 96;1-3,10ac,11-13, Mt 18: 12-14 
Wednesday, December 11 - Gaines 
 Eucharistic Adoration - 7:20am to 8:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - Chuck Harris by Knights of  
 Columbus 12186 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 Is 40:25-31, Ps 103: 1-2,3-4,8,10, Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday, December 12 - Durand 
 Eucharistic Adoration - 7:20am to 8:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - Delores & Wesley Combs by 
 Tim Trebtoske 
 Zec 2:14-17, Judith 13:18bcde,19, Lk 1:26-28 
Friday, December 13 - No Liturgies 
 Is 48:17-19, Ps 1:1-4,6, Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday, December 14 - Durand 
 Sir 48:1-4,9-11, Ps 80:2ac and 3b,15-16,18-19, Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - Steve Doyle by Sharon &  
 Michael Gould 
Sunday, December 15 - Second Sunday of Advent 
 Mass at Gaines  - 8:30am - St. Mary and St. 
 Joseph Parishioners 
 Mass at Durand  - 11:30am - Jack Cyr by Jackie 
 and Frank Kondel 
 Is 35:1-6a,10, Ps 146:6-10, Jas 5:7-10, Mt 11:2-11 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING OF  
ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 

For those who are ill at home, in the hospital or in the  
nursing home. 

Kevin Sloan, Christian Carpenter, Josie Carpenter, 
Brooke Fuller, Phil Elder, Deb Boucha, Fisher M., Pa-
mala Kekel, Toby Versola, Arthur Darnell, Joan Morse, 
Gloria Letavis, Jackie Kondel, Monica Coolich, and 
Alex Proulx. 

Please note: Individual names will remain on the prayer list 
for four (4) weekends, before being removed. If your illness 
is long term, your name should be put on the prayer board 
in the back of your church.  St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-
288-6704 or the St. Joseph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women in the armed services. 

Happy “98th birthday”, Joseph Frankovich! 
From Jeanne, Jim, Mary, Mark, Anne and Josie. 
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Sponsor of the Week 

CatholicMatch.com/goMI 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize these sponsors, as 
they make our bulletin possible. Also, let them know where you saw it! 

The Dec. 15 bulletin cut off is Monday, Dec. 9 
at noon. 

bulletinmj@gmail.com 

COLLECTION FOR WEEKEND November 24, 2019 
General Collection (Budgeted weekend 
amount)…………………………………………. $4,708.00 
General Collection (Received)........................ $5,273.00 
Overage........…………………………………… $565.00 
 Energy………………………………………… $35.00 
 Outreach……………………………………… $67.00 
 Building Debt………….……………………… $85.00 
 Campaign for Human Development...…….. $26.00 
 All Saint’s Day (Holy Day)………………….. $10.00 
 Share in The Care…………………………… $15.00 

COLLECTION FOR WEEKEND December 1, 2019 
General Collection (Budgeted weekend 
amount)…………………………………………. $4,708.00 
General Collection (Received)........................ $6,067.00 
Overage........…………………………………… $1,359.00 
 Energy………………………………………… $40.00 
 Outreach……………………………………… $45.00 
 Building Debt…………………………………. $442.00 
 All Saints……………………………………… $5.00 
 Campaign for Human Development...…….. $5.00 
 Share in The Care…………………………… $25.00 

Online donations for November 2019 
General Collection……………………………… $1,300.00 
 Outreach………………………………………. $20.00 

Welcome new 
St. Mary & St. Joseph Parishioner 
Grant Kendrick & Tasia Taxis 

Our family is growing!  Please greet 
her, and introduce yourself. 

We will be gathering gently 
used clean winter wear.  This 
includes coats, boots, snow 
pants, mittens, gloves, 
scarves and hats. There will 

be tubs in the gathering space at the Durand location 
and in the Franklin Hay Education building. Items col-
lected will first be offered to the needy in the area.  

Hour of Prayer & Worship 
Parish Advent Reconciliation 

St. Mary St. Joseph Parish 
Dec. 19 - Gaines Location 

Mark your calendar.  Held from 
7:00pm to 8:00pm.  These powerful 
transforming gatherings will bring; 
praise and worship music, scripture, 
reflection, and 

silent prayer in the Presence of God 
together to fill our hearts, souls, 
minds and bodies with God’s love.  
In addition, 2 priests will be on site 
to hear confessions. 

Christmas Basket Packers & Loaders… 
Volunteers should be at the St. Joseph Hall to pack 
Christmas Baskets on Saturday, December 21, at 12 
noon.  Baskets will be picked up by the families at the 
hall at 1:00pm.  Your help is greatly appreciated. 

ATTENTION ALL CHILDREN, YOUTH AND  
MUSICAL PARISHIONERS OF ALL AGES: 

We are looking for those interested in par-
ticipating in the music program before the 
6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass (Gaines lo-
cation). 
Children, teens and adults, instrumentalists 
and singers alike are welcome!  You will 

need to attend two or three practices before Christmas 
which will occur after the 8:30 a.m. Mass at the Gaines 
location.  Please sign up in the Gathering Space after 
Mass, or call Pam Schaefer, 810-252-5006. 

Reconciliation for Advent 
There will be special times offered 
during Advent for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.- Thursday, Dec 19, 
7:00pm-8:00pm at Gaines and Sat-
urday, Dec 21, 3:00pm-4:30pm at 
Durand. 

Congratulations to the winners  
of the Mother Teresa raffle. 

1st prize the Turkey basket winner was Patty Guzniczak 
and she donated it back to the Gaines location food pan-
try, Thank you Patty! 
2nd prize a baby quilt went to Karen Merriam. 
3rd prize baby quilt was Mary Ellen Rowe and she do-
nated it to Heartbeat of Flint.  
The Mother Teresa Group wants to thank everyone in the 
Parish that donated by buying tickets for this very worth-
while fundraiser!!! Also, a Big thank you to both Loretta 
Clifford for donating the turkey and basket of fixings AND 
Ceil Pitman for making and donating the baby quilts.  

The Angel Tree is up at the Durand location. Please 
return your wrapped gifts with the angel lightly at-
tached by December 15 at the latest. Contact 
Becky Landris at 989-288-6265 with any questions. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Durand 

Dec. 24 - 3:40pm - Christmas Carols 
4:00pm- Christmas Eve Mass 

Dec. 25 -  11:00am- Christmas Day Mass 
Gaines 

Dec. 24 - 6:00pm - Christmas Program 
6:30pm - Christmas Eve Mass 

Dec. 25 -  9:00am - Christmas Day Mass 




