
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Sandy Bensinger  

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Director of Religious Education (DRE):  

Robin Doyle  Email: smsjdre@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

Sat.: 5:00pm - Sun.: 11:30am 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 
Sun.: 8:30am 

Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 
Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 

Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   
Website: stmarystjoseph.org 

Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 

gather as a community that worships together 
and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
witness to our belief through sharing our faith 
with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 
respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 
care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

Let no one deceive him-
self. If any one among you 
considers himself wise in 

this age, 
 let him become a fool so 

as to become wise.  
1 Cor 3:18 

One Holy Family in Christ 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary 
Time ~ A 

February23, 2020 

St. Mary and St. Joseph Catholic Church 
@kofccouncil12186 
@stmjaltarsociety 



Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ A PAGE  2 February 23, 2020 

 

From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

FEBRUARY 23, 2020 
Let no one deceive himself. If any one among 

you considers himself wise in this age, 
 let him become a fool so as to become wise. 1 Cor 3:18 

 
Becoming wise and foolish at the same time 

sounds like an impossibility.  It seems that simple logic 
would tell us we either obtain wisdom or become foolish. 
Our readings are teaching us that there is a third way. 
And that is to trust that standing in the shadow of the 
cross, sitting in its shade out of the bright shiny light of 
world wisdom that attracts us. For those who rely on 
their faith in God stand in this shadow. Though the world 
continues to call them foolish. St Paul continues, “For 
the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God“ (v. 19). 
This is a thought that Paul repeats over and over again in 
this letter.  

Modern scientific is quite often pointed to as the 
height of worldly wisdom. It involves data, experiments, 
hypotheses, and testing, and has opened the door to 
medical miracles, space travel, and more. Science is al-
ways seeking certainty. That isn’t to say that the scien-

tific method is bad, but that it can never do more than 
scratch the surface of God’s great mysteries. 

If we stop and consider it, we will know that St 
Paul is right. I can just imagine God watching people, 
many of whom act very foolishly, and all of whom have 
foolish moments. Sadly, most who lust for this “worldly 
wisdom” are driven by the attitude/mindset of “me first” 
selfishness. Caring first for themselves and only when 
they think they are comfortable (which is always a mov-
ing target), then maybe they will offer to help others.  

It is such a beautiful sight to see so many of our 
parishioners involved with serving the poor through our 
Outreach ministries. To the world we who help in these 
ministries are looked on as foolish. But as we who are 
involved in this come to experience is the love of God, in 
a very profound way, as we serve our community. Then 
we have those who spend time in prayer who are looked 
upon as being foolish because in our western world it is 
all about keeping busy, earning more, never sitting idle. 
Some look at prayer as non-productive waste of time, but 
for us who partake in this we find a great solace and 
peace that we can carry into our day. 

So, when St Paul tells us not to deceive our-
selves, he is trying to help us avoid basing their lives on 
human wisdom, which will, at some point, fail us badly. 
He is counseling us to become fools—to become con-
scious of our own lack of understanding—so that they 
can become open to receiving the wisdom that God has 
to offer them. Go out into the world today and be a fool 
for Christ. Daring to do what the world would say is a 
waste. 
       
     Dcn. Wayne 
 

 
We have received a huge blessing this past week 

in the fact that Bishop Boyea and the Diocese Finance 
Council has decided to write off the remaining $100,000+ 
debt that we still owed for the St Joseph Church. We did 
close on the Baldwin Rd property on the 28

th
 of January, 

now proceeds from that sale, which equaled $267,000+ 
was deposited into our General Fund savings account. 
Please take time this week to thank God for these great 
blessings bestowed on our parish family. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, February 24 - No Liturgies 
 Jas 3:13-18, Ps 19:8,9,10,15, Mk 9:14-29 
Tuesday, February 25 - No Liturgies 
 Eucharistic Adoration - 7:20am to 8:20am 
 Jas 4:1-10, Ps 55:7-8,9-10a,10b-11a,23, Mk 9:30-37 
Ash Wednesday, February 26 
 Eucharistic Adoration - 7:20am to 8:20am 
 Mass Gaines - 8:30am - Marianne McGuire Klein 
 by Ronald and Marcia Bartlett 
 Mass Durand - 6:00pm - Irene Sedlak by Linda 
Burns 
 JL 2:12-18, Ps 51:3-4,5-6ab,12-13,14 &17, 2 Cor 5:20-6:2, Mt 6:1-
 6,16-18 
Thursday, February 27 - Durand 
 Eucharistic Adoration - 7:20am to 8:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - Joseph Frankovich by the family 
 Dt 30:15-20, Ps 1:1-2,3,4,6, Lk 9:22-25 
Friday, February 28 - No Liturgies 
 Is 58:1-9a, Ps 51:3-4,5-6ab,18-19, Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday, February 29 - Durand 
 Is 58: 9b-14, Ps 86:1-2,3-4,5-6, Lk 5:27-32 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - Earl Chamberlain and family by 
Michele 
Sunday, March 1 
 Mass at Gaines  - 8:30am - Marianne McGuire 
Klein by Mary Deering 
 Mass at Durand  - 11:30am - St. Mary and St. 
Joseph Parishioners 

This Week in Our Parish: Feb 23-29 
Sun- 9:30am MTG Bake Sale, Gaines 
Mon - 6:00pm  RCIA  Durand 
 7:00pm  Woman's Group, Gaines 
Tues-  9:00am  Woman's Group, Durand 
 1:30pm Rosary Group, Durand 
Wed-  Ash Wednesday 
Mass Times:8.30 a.m. Gaines - 6.00 p.m. Durand 
Thurs- 6:30pm Choir Practice, Durand 
Fri- 5:00pm Fish Dinner, Gaines Hall 
 7:00pm Stations of the Cross/Holy Hour 
 Durand 
Sat -  10:00am  Choir practice, Gaines 
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Calling all St Mary and St Joseph disciples! Please Read 
 

"The Conditions of Discipleship: 
  

Jesus summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them: 
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 

and that of the gospel will save it." 
  

Mark 8: 34-38 
 

 

One of the primary responsibilities of our parish of St Mary and St Joseph is to help you grow as disciples of Jesus 
and to equip you to go and make disciples of others.  We are excited to share with you that our parish is going to partici-
pate in a parish survey conducted by Catholic Leadership Institute.  The Disciple Maker Index (DMI) Survey allows parish-
ioners to reflect on their own spiritual growth and discipleship and identify the ways in which the parish effectively sup-
ports that growth. 

 
The paper survey and the web-based survey will be accessible from Feb 8th – Mar. 1st. We cannot stress enough 

the importance of responding to this survey. This survey offers us a unique and important opportunity to learn about issues 
of importance to families in a confidential and professional way.  These results will be used to 1) look at opportunities to 
support parishioner growth in discipleship and 2) create goals and action plans to achieve that growth. At the completion 
of the survey, our parish will receive an aggregate report of the results.  We will NOT have access to individual survey re-
sponses.   

 
If parishioners ask you about the survey, please: 
• Remind them about the dates the survey will be available / live Feb 8th – Mar. 1st. 
• Encourage them to respond as soon they can. We want to hear from as many people as possible 
• Assure them that the parish leadership will receive a summary report of the aggregate data and that no one at our 

parish will have access to individual survey responses.  
  
Thank you in advance for your efforts in completing this survey and encouraging other to do so as well. Meanwhile, if you 
have any questions or ideas about good ways to boost the response rate, please feel free to approach me directly.  

 
St Mary and St Joseph will be participating in a parish wide survey about discipleship conducted by the Catholic Leadership 
Institute!  We need your help! 
 
Please help us by participating in a 10-15 minute survey. This survey will ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth 
and enable you to provide feedback on our parish’s efforts to help you grow.  All responses will be confidential, and the 
parish will only receive information about the community as whole. There are two different ways you can participate in this 
survey. 
 
1).  The survey can be accessed at www.disciplemakerindex.com from Feb 8th – Mar. 1st and  
 
2). If you don’t use the computer - there will be opportunities to complete the survey after daily and Sunday Mass and you 
can obtain a paper copy in each of our gathering spaces or by contacting either of our parish offices. When they are com-
pleted you can drop them in the basket labeled Completed Surveys or simply hand them off to our parish office 
 

We are trying to get the highest response rate possible.  This information will be invaluable to our parish of St 
Mary and St Joseph and our various ministries as we plan for the future and strive to be the best disciples we can be.  We 
will receive the results this spring/summer at which time we will share what we have learned with the entire parish. 
 
Thank you for helping with this important project! 
 
Dcn. Wayne Corrion 
St Mary St Joseph Parish Administrator 

http://www.disciplemakerindex.com
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Sponsor of the Week 

Dutch Hollow Golf Club 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize these sponsors, as 
they make our bulletin possible. Also, let them know where you saw it! 

Parish Support for Feb. 16th 

The March 1st bulletin cut off is Monday,  
February 24th at noon. 
bulletinmj@gmail.com 

DURAND USHERS FOR MARCH 2020 
5:00pm – Jim Morency & Diana Lippstrew, Gary & 
Lois Crawford 
  
11:30am – Tim Trebtoske, Tom Gomos, Renee Wal-
ters & Lori Grumley  
  

DURAND GREETERS FOR MARCH 2020 
5:00pm – Michael and Sharon Gould  
11:30am – Cindy Midkiff 

COLLECTION FOR WEEKEND FEBRUARY 16th, 2020 
General Collection (Budgeted weekend 
amount)…………………………………………. $4,708.00 
General Collection (Received).......................        $4,264.00 
(Shortage)......………………………………….. ($444.00) 
 Energy………………………………………… $35.00 
 Outreach……………………………………… $515.00 

Diocese of Lansing Job Openings 
The Diocese of Lansing Finance Department is 
accepting applications for two open positions:  
Accounting Specialist and  Parish Auditor.  
To learn more about these positions and to ap-
ply,  please visi t  our website at 
www.dioceseoflansing/employment.  

How to setup an account at Formed.org: 
1. Go to: https://formed.org/signup 
2. Enter zip code 48429 
3. Highlight St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish and click, then 
click on Next 
4. Fill in you name and email address, then click on Sign up. 
5. You now have access.  Enjoy! 
NOTE:  Once you sign out, to gain access again, go to: 
1. https://watch.formed.org/login 
2. Enter you email address you used above to set up an ac-
count. 
3. Go to your email inbox and open the Sign into FORMED 
message. 
4. Click on Sign in Now. 
5. Click on the Start Watching button in your browser window. 

Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time Prayer... 
…O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned 

by your grace as to become a dwelling 
pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.   Amen. 

K of C Council 12186 Fish/Shrimp Dinners… 
...will start Friday, Feb. 28 through the season of 
Lent ending on April 10 at the St. Joseph Hall.  
Fish only cost per adult is $10, under 5 are free.  

Dinners Fish & shrimp, $11.00, Shrimp only $11.00.  Din-
ners start at 5:00pm and end at 6:30pm.   Due to a Genesee 
County Health Department ruling, donated soup can no 
longer be accepted.  Currently there are plans to provide 
two types of soups, made in the hall kitchen.  All are wel-
come!  Check our website for details: 

http://www.kofccouncil12186.org/events.html 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 
Will be each Friday during Lent beginning Feb 
28th, 7-8 p.m. at the Durand Location.  Adoration 
and Confessions from 7-8 pm. Please take this 
special time for prayer and devotion as we re-
member the Passion of Our Lord.    

ASH WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 26TH 
MASS TIMES 

8.30 A.M. - GAINES 
6.00 P.M. - DURAND 

Save the Date!  The St. Mary’s Knights of 
Columbus 7955 will be having their an-
nual Polish Dinner on Saturday April 18, 
2020 after the 5 pm mass.  Plenty of food 
and fellowship for all!  More information 
to follow. 

Mother’s Day BBQ, save the Date!  The St. 
Mary’s Knights of Columbus 7955 will be 
hosting a special Mother’s Day BBQ on 
Saturday May 9th after the 5 pm mass.  

More information to follow. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING OF  
ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 

For those who are ill at home, in the hospital or in the  
nursing home. 

Terry Clark, Donna Cormier, Christina Proulx, Joseph Har-
ris, Lisa Terry, Judy Bristley, Eric Thompson, Jane Bowler, 
Kathy Root, Alex Proulx, Brenda Kimber, Roy Beville, Eliza-
beth Hincka and Julia Okenka. 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the prayer list for four 
(4) weekends, before being removed. If your illness is long term, 
your name should be put on the prayer board in the back of your 
church.  St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-6704 or the St. Jo-
seph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women in the armed services. 

A prayer to carry in your hearts  
and your prayer time: 

Help me to be more attentive at Mass. 
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