
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Sandy Bensinger  

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Director of Religious Education (DRE):  

Robin Doyle  Email: smsjdre@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

“Please, Lord, for even 
the dogs eat the scraps 

that fall from the table of 
their masters.” 

Math 15:27  
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
TwenTieTh Sunday of ordinary Time - 

auguST 16, 2020 

“Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps 
that fall from the table of their masters.”  Math 15:27 

A remarkably interesting conversation ensues between 
the lady who is begging for Jesus’ mercy for a healing for her 
daughter who is being tormented by a demon. She says to him, 
“Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the 
table of their masters.” 

Have you ever had that deep hunger to strengthen your 
relationship with God? Sometimes, we have removed ourselves 
from that relationship and as we wander farther and farther 
away, his mercy and then the hunger grows deeper and deeper 
because God never gives up on us. He never lets us go even 
though we turn away. God’s Love is that force in our lives that 
acts similar to how a rubber band works. We pull away and as 
we do, His love grows stronger and stronger to pull us back.  

It seems though that we have the power to withstand 
this force to a certain extent, and when we make the effort, like 
the women in the reading asking for His mercy, He allows our 
return compassionately, not abrupt, like whiplash, but more like 
a slow lasting hug. Christ makes his Love known to us and as we 

all know love needs to be free to give and receive, on both His 
part and ours. There are no one-way streets when it comes to 
love. There is only a two-way street. God loves me is not the end 
of the story. We need to return it. Then it is complete. 

When we have wandered far off that street, we can feel 
like the woman in the Bible gospel verse says to Jesus, “Please, 
Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of 
their masters.” Crying out for His Mercy as we slowly realize we 
have been moving away from it. Yes, we can feel like a dog sitting 
under the table waiting for a small scrap that would return us 
back closer to God, some morsel of food that would bring us 
closer to Him. Even a small crumb of His Love that might inspire 
us to love him in return. It is not a matter of us being shamed into 
loving Him, but more a willingness on our part, a full conscious 
decision, to love Him freely, precisely because He loves us first. 
But how can we show this love we have for Him? 

We can do this by attending holy mass. Many of you have 
been worried about coming back to Mass, but ask yourself. 
Have I been able to go out to the grocery store? 
Have I been able to go to the hardware store? 
Have I been able to go to my favorite restaurant for a bite to eat?  
and felt safe? 

Isn’t it time to return back to the Supper of the Lamb 
where we are fed spiritually? There are many opportunities to 
receive the Holy Eucharist at our weekend masses and or week-
day masses. and we have gone to extraordinary measures to 
make sure that our facilities are safe. We may not have come 
back because it has been convenient to live under the dispensa-
tion of the Bishop and there are those of us who are “ high risk” 
who really need to take care, but for us who are not of high risk, 
we need to step out like the woman in the gospel even though it 
is inconvenient for us. We should because we live for a Lord who 
went to the most inconvenient extents to show His Love for us. 

 Isaiah reminds us: Happy is the one whoever holds fast 
to this, Keeping the Sabbath without profaning it, keeping one’s 
hand from doing any evil. 

So, let us challenge ourselves to return in a safe man-
ner. Look into the eyes of the Lord and say; “Lord please give me 
that small morsel of your Love so we can reciprocate that love to 
God and to those around us in a world that so terribly bad needs 
love. We all long to here in the words of Jesus said to the woman 
in reply, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 
you wish.”  And the woman’s daughter was healed from that 
hour. And we will be healed.   Dcn. Wayne  

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Please check the website/Facebook and/or MyParish 
App for updates.   

Special Note (updated Aug. 2):  Eucharistic Adora-
tion before daily Masses will be cancelled through the 

month of August.  Adoration will resume in the fall 
and will be posted in the bulletin. 

Monday, August 17 - No Liturgies 
  Ez 24:15-23, Dt 32:18-19,20,21, Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday, August 18 - No Liturgies 
 Ez 28:1-10, Dt 32:26-27ab,27cd-28,30,35cd-36ab, Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday, August 19 - Gaines 
 Mass - 8:30am - Anna Stecki by Frank and Jackie 
 Kondel 
 Ez 34:1-11, Ps 23:1-3a,3b-4,5,6, Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday, Aug. 20 - Durand 
 Mass - 8:30am - AnnMarie Lezovich by Joe &  
 Karen Lezovich 
 Ez 36:23-28, Ps 51:12-13,14-15,18-19, Mt 22:1-14 
Friday, August 21 - No Liturgies 
 Intention -  
 Ez 37:1-14, Ps 107:2-3,4-5,6-7,8-9, Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday, August 22 - Durand 
 Ez 43:1-7ab, Ps 85:9ab and 10,11-12,13-14, Mt 23:1-12 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - St. Mary and St. Joseph  
 Parishioners 
Sunday - August 23 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Don Armor by Verle 
 and Cindy Gilbert 
 Mass at Durand  - 11:30am - David Joseph  
 Hollenbeck by David & Marylynn Hollenbeck 
 Is 22:19-23, Ps 138:1-2,3,6,8bc, Rom 11:33-36, Mt 16: 13-20 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING OF  
ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  

or in the nursing home. 
Janice Proulx, Lisa Lucky, Jerome P. Gavin, and 
Pat Elliott. 

Please note: Individual names will remain on the 
prayer list for four (4) weekends, before being re-
moved. If your illness is long term, your name should 
be put on the prayer board in the back of your church.  
St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-6704 or the St. Jo-
seph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women in the armed services. 
Please continue to pray for all those that have been af-
flicted with or caring for someone with the Corona Virus. 
Also all the frontline Doctors, Nurses, EMTs, Police, Fire 
and all those continuing to work at Grocery Stores, Phar-
macies, Food Banks and other essential stores.  Thank 
you for all you do as we continue to pray for you. 



St. Mary and St. Joseph (SMSJ) Finance Council 
Solicit for sealed bids specifications 

 
Sealed bids will be accepted by the SMSJ Finance Council for the sale of the following lawn 
tractor and mower: 
 

1. 1993 John Deere 245 lawn tractor mower 
2. 1996 John Deere 14SB walk behind lawn mower 

 
Bids will be accepted until 09/06/20 by the end of that day. 
 
Included in the bid will be the name, address, mobile phone, the equipment the bid is for, as 
listed above, and the amount.  If a bid for each piece of equipment is provided, both will be 
listed with the amount next to each. 
 
On the outside of the envelope, in the lower left hand corner, the words “Lawn Equipment Bid” 
will be written. 
 
All bids will remain sealed until 9/7/20 when they will be opened by SMSJ Finance Council 
members. 
 
The minimum bid accepted for the 1993 John Deer 245 lawn tractor mower will be $300.00.  
The minimum bid for the 1996 John Deere 14SB walk behind mower will be $100.00. 
 
The SMSJ Finance Council reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 
 
All lawn equipment is being offered without warranty, without guarantee and “AS IS”. 
 
Inspection of both pieces of equipment can be made on Aug 30th between 11:00am and 2:00 
pm or during St Joseph regular business hours or by appointment by calling Dcn Wayne Corrion 
at 989-271-8434. 
 
The sealed bids will be accepted via USPS mail, or delivered during regular business hours at the 
following address: 

St. Mary and St. Joseph Finance Council 
Attn: Dcn Wayne Corrion 

700 E. Columbia Dr. 
Durand, MI 49429 

 
If a sealed bid is approved by the SMSJ Finance Council, payment by cash or check will be 
required within one week or the bid will be rejected, considered unsold.  In turn, the SMSJ 
Finance Council may consider the next highest bid for approval. 
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Sponsor of the Week 

See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize these sponsors, as 
they make our bulletin possible. Also, let them know where you saw it! 

Parish Support for Aug. 2 & 9 

The August 23 bulletin cut off is Monday, August 17 at noon -  
bulletinmj@gmail.com 

If you want to schedule an event utilizing a Parish 
facility, contact DCN Wayne using email  

dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus - Gaines Council 12186 
Knight of the Month for July 

Shane McAuliffe 
Family of the Month for July 
Tom and Cathy McAuliffe 

General Collection………………………….. $8,531.00 
 Energy……………………………………... $95.00 
 Outreach…………………………………… $10.00 
 Assumption………………………………… $35.00 
 Catholic Relief………..…………………… $10.00 
 Altar Society………………….……………. $350.00 
 Peter’s Pence……………………………… $315.00 
 DSA Update: Total pledged through Aug. 9, 
2020 is $24,515. This is 94.35% of our goal of 
$25,984.  Total number of pledges is 135 or 
31.25% of 432 total families.  Thank you to those 
that have pledged so far. 

The "Walking Rosary" will continue on Wed. at 
2:00pm at the Gaines location, and on Thurs. at 
2:00pm at the Durand location.  All are  invited 
to walk and pray the Rosary with Dcn Wayne. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The Parish Picnic will be Sun-
day, August 30, with Mass at 
10:00am at the Gaines loca-
tion.  Please save the date 
for this outdoor par-

ish event.  More details will follow at a later 
date. 

Do you have a talent and 
want to present it at the annu-
al picnic?   If you are interest-
ed in performing at the annu-

al picnic, a microphone will be available for you or 
your group during lunch and socializing.  Any parish-
ioners are welcome.  Please contact either Parish 
office number with questions and let us know so we 
can plan for who may want to participate. 

Eucharistic Adoration before daily Masses will 
be cancelled through the month of August.  Ad-
oration will resume in the fall and will be posted 
in the bulletin. 

Parishioners: 
At this time, we would like to remind parishion-
ers the importance of using your giving enve-
lopes to receive your tax statement at the end of the 
year, and your envelope number for online giving. Please 
remember to use your envelopes.  Online giving is a 
highly recommended and convenient way to contribute 
to your parish, and is more cost effective. If you choose 
to, or are giving electronically by having a check sent in 
from your bank, please have your bank include in the 
memo line your envelope #.   There is a link for setting 
up online giving at the parish website, and on the parish 
app.  If you need help with any of these, please con-
tact Paul at the Durand office at 1-855-288-6704.  Thank 
you to all parishioners for your continued support. 

Do you know some-
one who is interested 
in learning more 
about the Catholic 

Church?  Are you interested in growing in your faith?  
RCIA maybe just what you’re looking for… 
Sessions will be starting Sept. 14.  Please contact Sandy 
Corrion at 989-721-7847 text, call or email to Corrion-
Sandy@gmail.com 
BE NOT AFRAID… We will be practicing social distanc-
ing and following COVID regulations.  Spending time 
growing in your faith is worth the investment. 

We had a parishioner who died in February. 
Sandy Stiff abruptly left this earth. She had no means of 
burial.  She was a wonderful person who loved our par-
ish and donated many hours of work there.  
We would like to thank MTG, K of C Durand, Altar Socie-
ty, and all those who gave personal donations so gener-
ously to provide a beautiful headstone for Sandy’s 
gravesite. 
Thank you for so honorably following through on the Cor-
poral Works of mercy in Burying the Dead. You are an 
inspiration to our parish. 
The surplus we received will go to beautify her grave site 
and the cemetery.  

Discerning the Will of God Retreat 
Dear Fathers, Fr. Timothy Gallagher will be with us 
virtually for a retreat on his book, Discerning the 
Will of God: An Ignatian Guide to Christian Decision
-Making the weekend of Sept 25-27.  This retreat is 
open to any adult, 18 and older.  Please promote this 
in your parish and among your parish leaders (see 
attached flyer).  If someone wants to come in person 
to the retreat center, they can as well, although Fr. 
Gallagher will still be virtual.  Here’s the website for 
more information: Discerning the Will of God.  This 
retreat will not be focused solely on vocation discern-
ment but all decisions of life big and small.  Any 
questions, contact Dawn Hausmann.  




