
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Sandy Bensinger  

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Director of Religious Education (DRE):  

Robin Doyle  Email: smsjdre@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

"Then repay to Caesar 
what belongs to Caesar 

and to God what be-
longs to God.". Mat 22:21 
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
TwenTy-ninTh Sunday of ordinary Time  

ocTober 19, 2020 

"Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Cae-
sar and to God what belongs to God.". Mat 22:21 

What do you have that belongs to someone else? May-
be when you are organizing things whether it is your desk, your 
basement, or your garage, you’ll come across something that 
was given to you, or something you borrowed and still need to 
return. When we run across borrowed things, it eats at us until 
we return them. For us Christians, there are things which don’t 
belong to us that we have borrowed and enjoy having in our 
days, but they too must be returned. We are so blest to have 
readings like today’s gospel to remind us that there are treas-
ures that must be returned as well. Some that come to mind are 
God’s Love, God’s Forgiveness, and God’s Compassion. But 
there is one that is overlooked too many times and that is God’s 
Church. Yes, God gave us this this Wonderful Church and asks 
for us to help Him through its ministries. We should never forget 
that it is His Church and is not ours to keep or OWN. 

As I was holding our town hall meetings last week to 
present the “state of our parish,” it was brought to my attention 
that some had left before it started because they were busy or 
not interested. Some comments were overheard like, “we don’t 
need to hear from an administrator, we need to hear from a 
priest.” 

It is obvious that many of you are still struggling with the 
fact that we no longer have a full-time priest dedicated to just 
“our parish.”  We all are aware that the number of priests is di-
minishing from what they were in past years/decades. Our situa-
tion has changed, but God’s plan for us has not. We would be 

well served to remember that Jesus turned over this “job” of car-
rying out God’s plan to twelve men and said, “the harvest of 
God’s Kingdom is great, but the laborers are few,” and he 
begged us to not loose heart. Is our view, our perspective, 
skewed? We came from generations where there seemed to be 
plenty of priests. Thinking this is normal is extremely dangerous. 
Some say there is a crisis. Is this an unfounded fear? We must 
think of the term laborers as not limited to religious vocations, 
although it certainly includes them. We as a parish would be 
better served to think of what we can do for our parish rather 
than what our parish can do for us. 

To trust that the Lord is leading us is what we are called 
to live. We must also know that God will never abandon us as a 
parish family. To suggest we have reached some extreme of 
vocational poverty that warrants calling our situation a “crisis” 
seems to ignore God’s earliest of His plans to use the remnant 
and casts doubt on God’s providential care for us. Our parish 
family of SMSJ is blest. We have a wonderful sacramental 
priest. Our finances are in good shape and we have the greatest 
group of people leading and working God’s ministries in our 
community. Don’t be discouraged. Don’t live in the past. Look 
forward with trust in God to the future. 
Returning to God, His Church hits especially close to home for 
me and may also for some of you who serve in various minis-
tries inside our local parish. Way too many times we may find 
ourselves trying to understand what we think needs to be done 
for our parish. We try to do our best and then it seems it goes 
from what God is wanting for us to what we want and we lose 
God’s focus. It is a double edge sword. We work hard at some-
thing and we are afraid that if we don’t keep trying our efforts will 
fail. Then it becomes emotional when things don’t quite go our 
way. And all the while we can forget to give back to God His 
Church. IT IS HIS CHURCH! We must be reminded that it is 
God’s Ministry working through our local church and we just 
have the privilege to participate in it. Trust that God has all of 
this in the palm of His hand. It is His plan. So return it back to 
Him. Give to God, what belongs to God.  Please Do not MISS 
THIS!  

 

Welcome new 
St. Mary & St. Joseph  Parishioners 
Tanner and Mollie Shay - Durand 
Our family is growing!  Please greet 
them, and introduce yourself when 

we finally get back to normal. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, October 19 - No Liturgies 
 EPH 2:1-10, PS 100:1B-2, 3, 4AB, 4C-5, LK 12:13-21 
Tuesday, October 20 - No Liturgies 
 EPH 2:12-22, PS 85:9AB-10, 11-12, 13-14, LK 12:35-38 
Wednesday, October 21 - Gaines 
 Adoration - 7:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - Theresa Clark by Rita 
 Crandell 
 EPH 3:2-12, IS 12:2-3, 4BCD, 5-6, LK 12:39-48 
Thursday, October 22 - Durand 
 Mass - 8:30am - Tom Siminski by Tim  
 Trebtoske 
 EPH 3:14-21, PS 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, LK 12:49-53 
Friday, October 23 - No Liturgies 
 EPH 4:1-6, 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6, LK 12:54-59 
Saturday, October 24 - Durand 
 EPH 4:7-16, PS 122:1-2, 3-4AB, 4CD-5, LK 13:1-9 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - Vaugh Tubbs & family by 
 Michele 
Sunday - October 25 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Carl and Caroline 
 Armor by Verle & Cindy Gilbert 
 Mass at Durand  - 11:30am - St. Mary and 
 St. Joseph Parishioners 
 EX 22:20-26, PS 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51, 1 THES 1:5C-10, MT 22:34-40 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING OF  
ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 

For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nursing home. 
Pat Smith, Suzanne McDowell, Frank Kondel, Al 
Proulx, Bruce Lawton, Bill Snook, Ron & Marcia 
Bartlett, Pat Elliott, Tony Tuczynski, and Janice 
Proulx 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the 
prayer list for four (4) weekends, before being re-
moved. If your illness is long term, your name should 
be put on the prayer board in the back of your 
church.  St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-6704 or 
the St. Joseph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women in the armed services. 
Please continue to pray for all those that have been afflict-
ed with or caring for someone with the COVID-19. Also all 
the frontline Doctors, Nurses, EMTs, Police, Fire and all 
those continuing to work at Grocery Stores, Pharmacies, 
Food Banks and other essential stores.  Thank you for all 
you do as we continue to pray for you. 



 

 

Saturday November 14th 

10am – 4pm 

St. Joseph Hall 

12145 Ray Road 

Gaines, Michigan 48436 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tables are available! 

 Arts / Crafts / Vendors are Welcome. 

  Sponsored by the Mother Theresa Group St. Mary St. Joseph Parish 

 Table Rentals available $25 :  8-foot table and 2 chairs.  We ask that you donate a $20 item for the raffle   

All monies from this event go to helping the needs in our community and are greatly appreciated.  There 

will be no lunch provided.  Reserve Early limited tables available.  

Contact:  Karrie Johnston 810-735-1827 
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Sponsor of the Week 

Fast Eddie’s Car Wash/Oil Change 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize these 

sponsors, as they make our bulletin possible. Also, let them 
know where you saw it! 

Parish Support  

The October 25 bulletin cut off is Monday, October 19 at 
noon - bulletinmj@gmail.com 

If you want to schedule an event utilizing a Parish 
facility, contact DCN Wayne using email  dcn-

waynesmsj@gmail.com 

The  Mother Teresa Group meeting for Nov. will 
be held on Monday, Nov. 2, 6:30pm at the Gaines 
gathering space due to Election Day.  We will also 
be adding Zoom to all our meetings so everyone 

can attend.  If you are not on our email list, please contact 
Mary DeMott at 248-563-4490 and text me your name and 
email address. 

29th Sunday of Ordinary Time Prayer… 
…Almighty ever-living God, grant that we 
may always conform our will to yours and 
serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

-Music News- 
Singing has been added to the weekend Masses but 
only by the Cantors.  The Gloria will continue to be 
spoken.  Parishioners are being asked not to sing, and 
continue to wear your masks, but may pray the 
words of the song while the cantor is singing. 

The "Walking Rosary" will continue on Wed. at 
2:00pm at the Gaines location, and on Thurs. at 
2:00pm at the Durand location.  All are  invited 
to walk and pray the Rosary with Dcn Wayne. 

SMSJ Monthly Adoration… 
Adoration is switching to once a 
month on the 3rd Friday of the month 
except October.  They are scheduled 
from 6:30pm to 7:30pm.   

October 23 (4th Friday) - Durand 
November 20 - Gaines 
December 18 - Durand 

October is the month of 
Mary. 

Immaculate heart of Mary, 
Pray for us. 

St Mary and St Joseph shirts and sweatshirts are on 
sale.  See the displays in both gathering spaces.  All profits go 
to support our parish Religious Formation Programs.  Order 
forms should be filled out, put in an envelope with payment 
and dropped in the collection baskets.  Any questions call 
Sandy 989-721-7847. 

Fiscal Year to date July 1 thru October 11 2020: 
Envelopes for General Fund (includes mail in/dropped 
off donations) - $61,143.17 
Online donations General Fund - $14,795.00 
Total donations General Fund - $75,938.17 
Total budgeted amount July 1 thru October 11 – 
$73,557.60.  Above budget - $2,380.57  
 

COLLECTIONS FOR WEEKENDS OF  
OCTOBER 4 & 11 

Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $8,496.00 
Online donations for General Fund………. $2,800.00 
Total donations for General Fund………… $11,296.00 
Two week budgeted amount thru Oct. 11.. $9,807.68 
 Above budget……………..………………. $1,485.32 
 Energy…….……..………………………... $210.00 
 Outreach…………………………………… $185.00 
 World Mission Sunday…………………… $60.00 
 Help Spread the Faith……………………. $23.00 
 Altar Society………………………………. $10.00 
 Assumption………..……….……………… $5.00 

Knights of Columbus 7955 & 12186 will be having a 
sweatshirt drive. There will be a box in the Gathering 
Space at the Durand & Gaines Locations to collect 
Adult Sweatshirts with Sports Logos.  

The KofC Council 12186 meeting for Novem-
ber has been changed to Monday, Nov. 2 due 
to Election Day.  

Please keeP in your Prayers this week 
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise for 
Your Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit to 
inspire holy, faithful men to minister as priests. Lord, 
we pray for Your grace to encourage and support our 
seminarians as they endeavor to become priests. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Diocese of Lansing Seminarian Dcn. Miguel Colunga, St 
Thomas Aquinas/St John, East Lansing 
 

Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise for 
Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Send your Holy Spirit to 
inspire holy, faithful women to become Brides of 
Christ and serve Your people.  Lord, we pray that 
Your grace and love be enough for this woman in 
discernment of consecrated life. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist 
Sr. Chiara Luce Spankie  

 
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise for 
Your Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit to 
inspire holy, faithful men to minister as priests. Lord, 
we pray for Your grace to encourage and support our 
seminarians as they endeavor to become priests. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Diocese of Lansing Seminarian Christian Stiles, St. Mary, 
Williamston 




