
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Sandy Bensinger  

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Director of Religious Education (DRE):  

Robin Doyle  Email: smsjdre@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

By this is my Father 
glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and become 

my disciples.”. Jn 15:8 
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
FiFth Sunday oF EaStEr - May 2, 2021 
By this is my Father glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples.”. Jn 15:8 

 

Jesus Christ is Risen, Alleluia! 
This closing line of the bible (above) is our Easter 

Roadmap. That the fruit we bear as those who are disci-
plined in following Christ will glorify God the Father as the 
way, the truth, and the life. Becoming a disciple (someone 
who is disciplined) takes a lot of energy on our part. If we 
simply chalk this up, this as another cushy word to call our-
selves, we will have missed the opportunity of a lifetime. 
Following Christ, living like Christ in this world is what we 
are called to. Because it’s a lifetime of work, we have to be 
courageous, diligent, and strong. For us to be disciples, first 
we need to continue to experience the Living Christ everyday 
of our lives. This happens in many ways, but it only happens 
as we put our best foot forward in living our life so to expe-
rience Christ in everything and anything. In this, we are in-
spired to continue to follow Him no matter how hard or in-
convenient it may become. 

Our first reading again highlights the journey of St. 
Paul. As he moves through this period of his life that we 
know goes from being a prosecutor of the early Christians to 

THE most important Evangelist/Apostle (disciple) promoting 
and preaching Christ to communities all over the Mediterra-
nean. So how does a man who literally had persecuted early 
Christians come to be the most important Evangelist of our 
church? Through one single experience! That’s how. 

St. Paul on the road to Damascus experiences Christ 
asking, “Why do you persecute Me?” St. Paul is asked this 
question. Through one single experience, St. Paul’s life does 
a complete 180 degree turn and marches off in a direction to 
take the good news to the Gentiles. Now this was no easy 
task, because Paul’s reputation proceeded him as a Chris-
tian persecutor. So, wherever he went and whoever he met, 
he first had to encounter the fear/resentment of these new 
Christians and convince them that his whole life had 
changed and that he was now on their side. It was through 
this experience that Paul changed the hearts of those early 
communities and lead who knows how many to Christ. 

What are we to learn from this? That when we truly 
experience/encounter Christ and if we are willing to be cou-
rageous, diligent, and strong in our relationship with Christ 
and live it, we can change the world one person at a time. 
You as an individual and We as a community need to seek 
out and be open to these experiences/opportunities that will 
Glorify God. Don’t be afraid! Live the WHOLE Easter Experi-
ence. 

He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia.   
I want to personally thank all those who have provided 
breakfast for the clergy of our parish. Through the efforts of 
all those who volunteer for this, we celebrate “Clergy Appre-
ciation Day” every week between our 8:30am and 11:30am 
Masses. This is a great time for those preparing/sharing 
breakfast to spend time to get to know Fr. Bill and your dea-
cons on a more personal level. It’s much fun and just know 
that we really appreciate not only the food but the oppor-
tunity to get to know you better. If you are interested in help-
ing and being part of this wonderful effort, there are signup 
sheets in our gathering space. Thanks again for all you do.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING OF  
ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 

For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nursing home. 
Laura Gentry, Joslyn Carpenter, Colin William-
son, Kathy Root, Marge Reed, Christian Carpen-
ter, Paul Davis, Barb Osborne, Al Proulx, Tony 
Tuczynski, and Janice Proulx 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the prayer list 
for four (4) weekends, before being removed. If your illness 
is long term, your name should be put on the prayer board 
in the back of your church.  St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-
288-6704 or the St. Joseph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women in the armed services. 
Please continue to pray for all those that have 
been afflicted with or caring for someone with the 
COVID-19. Also all the frontline Doctors, Nurses, 
EMTs, Police, Fire and all those continuing to work 
at Grocery Stores, Pharmacies, Food Banks and 
other essential stores.  Thank you for all you do as 
we continue to pray for you. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, May 3 - No Mass 
 Acts 15:1-8, Ps 19:2-3, 4-5   Jn 14:6-14 
Tuesday, May 4 - No Mass 
 Acts 31a14:19-28, Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21  Jn 14:27 

Wednesday, May 5 - Gaines 
 Adoration - 7:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - John Duda by Schaefer Feige 
 Family 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 Acts 15:1-6,  Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5   Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday, May 6 - Durand 
 Mass - 8:30am - Fr. Mitchell Bednarski by Tim 
 Trebtoske 
 Acts 15:7-21, Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10   Jn 15:9-11 
First Friday, May 7 - No Mass 
 Intention - Jennie DeNolf by St. Mary and St.  
 Joseph Parishioners 
 Acts 15:22-31, Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12   Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday, May 8 - Durand 
 Acts 16:1-10, Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5   Jn 15:18-21 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - Bridget Diffley by Mary & Jim 
 Less 
Sunday, May 9 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Brendon Fitch by the 
 Family 
 Mass at Durand  - 11:30am - St. Mary and St. 
 Joseph Parishioners 
 Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48, Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4   Jn 4:7-10, Jn 15:9-
 17 

Diocesan Service Appeal (DSA) collection 
continues.  Thank you for your support. 
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Sponsor of the Week 

Knights of Columbus #7955, Durand 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize these sponsors, as they 

make our bulletin possible. Also, let them know where you saw it! 

Parish Support  

SPECIAL NOTE: The May 9 bulletin cut is Mon., May 3   at 
noon.  If you missed this deadline, your article should run the 

following weekend.  Submit to bulletinmj@gmail.com 
If you want to schedule an event utilizing a Parish 

facility, contact DCN Wayne using email  
dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 

The  Mother Teresa Group will be meeting in 
person on Tuesday, May 4, 6:30pm at the 
Gaines location.  All woman are welcome and 
encouraged to join us.  We will be following the 
COVID19 guidelines with masks and social dis-
tancing.  Please join us. 

Please keeP in your Prayers this 
week 

Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise for Your 
Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit to inspire holy, 
faithful men to minister as priests. Lord, we pray for Your 
grace to encourage and support our seminarians as they 
endeavor to become priests. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Diocese of Lansing Seminarian Andrew Schneider, St. Mary, West-
phalia 
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise for Your 
Son, Jesus Christ.  Send your Holy Spirit to inspire holy, 
faithful women to become Brides of Christ and serve Your 
people.  Lord, we pray that Your grace and love be enough 
for this woman in discernment of consecrated life. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Servants of God’s Love Sr. Lisa Zelfa 

DSA Thru Week Seven - $20,810.00 pledged, being 
77.69% of our goal of $26,787.00.  Thank you! 

COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND OF  
APRIL 25, 2021 

Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $3,608.00 
Online donations for Gen Fund 4/1-4/25… $525.00 
Total donations for General Fund………… $4,133.00 
One week budgeted amount for Apr. 2021 $4,903.84 
Above (Below) budget…..………………... ($770.84) 

Fiscal year to date (July 1 thru Apr. 25, 2021) 
General Fund Donations (Env/Mail/Online) $222,296.53* 
Total Budget General Fund July 1-Apr. 25 $212,500.00 
Above Budget………………………………. $9,796.53 
*Total donations from last week’s bulletin did NOT in-
clude all online donations made for April 2021. 

Other Collections for Apr. 25, 2021(Combined) 
Other Misc. Collections: 
 Energy…….……..………………………... $20.00 
 Outreach…………………………………… $106.00 

Retrouvaille of Lansing Weekend Retreat:  
A Lifeline for Married Couples 

May 7-9 at St. Francis Retreat Center, 
DeWitt, MI 

Retrouvaille is a Christian marriage program, 
Catholic in origin, for Married Couples facing difficult chal-
lenges in their relationship. This is a practical program 
which aims to improve communication, build stronger mar-
riages, and help couples reconnect. For more information or 
to register, visit www.helpourmarriage.org, or call Theresa 
at 517-290-5596.  Registration fee is $350 per couple.  
A husband and wife may disagree on many things but they must 
absolutely agree on this: to never, ever give up. 

 
 
 
 

Cindy Gilbert 
Cindy and her husband Verl have been part of our parish family 
for 46 years. Cindy spends a great deal of her time at our Gaines 
Campus church. She has a great love for art, design and liturgical 
decorating and spends many hours beautifying this church for 
worship. She spends time and effort working with the Mother 
Theresa Group planning events. Recently, Cindy worked very 
closely with the Knitting Hands Ministry to lead up creating the 
handmade ropes you see on the ends of our pews at both loca-
tions. It is through the wonderful gifts of people like Cindy that 
keeps our parish family moving ahead in a positive direction. 

Volunteers are needed for lawn mowing and 
trimming at the Gaines location and St. Joseph 
Parish Hall.  Please contact the parish office at 
Gaines if you are available and would like more 
information. 

The KofC Council #7955 will be having our Rail-
road Days breakfast on May 15 from 8:00am-
10:30am in the Durand Location Gathering 
Space.  The breakfast menu will include: pan-

cakes, eggs, sausage, hash browns, coffee, juice and 
milk.  The cost will be $5 for children ages 5-12 years 
old, $7 for adults or $20 per family. Children under the 
age of 5 are free.  

The Altar Society will be having their Spring 
Raffle.  Tickets will be on sale during 
the weekends of May 15, 16, 22, and 23 after 
all masses in the Gathering Space of both 
locations. Tickets will be drawn after the 

11:30am mass on May 23.    

Baby Bottles for Right to Life 
On Mother's Day, May 9, on behalf of Flint 
RTL, there will be Baby Bottles available for 
families to take home, fill with loose coins, 

and bring back on Father's Day, June 20. All proceeds 
will go to "Flint Right to Life." 

Catholic Charities of Shiawassee & Genesee 
Counties is holding a Cinco DeMayo enchila-
das day on Wed., May 5 from 11:00am to 
1:00pm at their kitchen at 901 Chippewa St., 
Flint as drive thru only. Beef or chicken $10, 
cheese $8.  To place your orders visit 

www.ccsgc.org/holymoley or email kpardi@ccsgc.org. 

Donuts and Discussion Hour Continues! 
Please come and join us Live for our Discussions after daily 
Mass. They are fun and informative. As we go forward, we 
are eliminating the Zoom virtual part of the meetings. 


