
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Suzanne LaRocque 

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Director of Religious Education (DRE):  

Robin Doyle  Email: smsjdre@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

“As the Father loves me, so I also love 
you. Remain in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will remain in my 

love, just as I have kept my Father’s com-
mandments and remain in his love.    I 

have told you this so that my joy may be 
in you and your joy might be complete.”     

Jn 15:9-11 
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
Sixth Sunday of EaStEr - May 9, 2021 

“As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If 
you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love.    I 

have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy might be complete.”  
Jn 15:9-11 

 

Jesus Christ is Risen, Alleluia! 
We hear from John’s gospel today. Chapters 15-17 are Christ’s 

long dissertation to the apostles and disciples before He is arrested and 
suffers through His Passion. At this point in time, the Apostles are fright-
ened and confused as to what Jesus is trying to explain to them, that He is 
going to be persecuted. The apostles/disciples are thinking that Jesus was 
going to be their leader that brings them to the new Kingdom that Christ 
has been speaking of, but Jesus is telling them of His persecution and that 
is scary for them.  

Then we hear Jesus say to them, “I have told you this so that my 
joy may be in you and your joy might be complete.”  Now they are really 
confused. How can we speak of persecution and “complete joy” at the 
same time? How joyful are you? Would you say your joy is complete? If you 
find it hard to answer this, it may be because we often try to equate our 
joy with our happiness. What is joy in Christianity? Joy is something we all 
long for, but that often seems difficult to grab hold of. Experiencing joy 
should be a part of every Christian’s life. Joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit, 
produced by God’s work in us, and it is part of God’s will for us. That is why 
Jesus says today, “It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you.”  It is 
a natural human inclination to think that living through trials and nega-

tive circumstances would not be an occasion for joy. Choosing to respond 
to life’s difficult situations with inner contentment and satisfaction doesn’t 
seem to make sense. Joy is a choice!  The Lord is the originator of true joy. 
When we choose to follow Him, we have chosen the path of joy. Yes, you 
can even experience Joy during trials, storms and persecution in your life. 
You need to choose to follow Christ.  In doing so, you choose Joy! Do not be 
afraid!  Live the WHOLE Easter Experience. 

He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia.   

 
Faith Formation 

In the next few weeks, you will hear about a 
new direction we are going to move in as a parish, in 
how we choose to follow Christ and form our lives 
more closely with Him. Starting in our next fiscal year 
we will be shifting from a traditional Religious Ed mod-
el to a Faith Formation model. What does that mean to 
us? 

In this new model, our intention is to provide 
methods/teaching on forming our faith for every indi-
vidual of our parish family/community , whereas our 
previous model focused mostly on 1-8th graders. This 
new model is to serve the whole parish while under-
standing that our Faith Formation goes for the entirety 
of our life, from conception to natural death. We are 
never done learning. We are constantly being formed 
by knowledge, wisdom, and our life experiences. It is 
the intent of this new Faith Formation model to offer 
opportunities to the entire parish to be continually 
formed in our choices to follow Christ. Every day and 
every decision we make brings us a chance for us to 
discern to follow Christ more closely. This mindset 
should be our first thought process in every decision 
we make. How is what I’m about to do FORMED BY MY 
FAITH? 

This new direction will bring  some personnel 
changes. Robin Doyle will not be returning as DRE. We 
greatly appreciate all her years of service, and we are 
planning a celebration at a later date to show our ap-
preciation. At his point, we are searching for a full time 
Faith Formation Director.  

There will be new opportunities for us to en-
gage everyone in teaching/learning. Our new effort will 
reach out to grade schoolers, those preparing for sac-
raments, high school age youth, young couples 
(engaged/married), young couples with children and 
every adult. We all will be challenged to participate in 
Faith Formation opportunities. Stay tuned . . .more to 
come on this. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, May 10 - No Mass 
 Acts 16:11-15, Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b, Jn 15:26-16:4a 
Tuesday, May 11 - No Mass 
 Acts 16:22-34, Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8, Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday, May 12 - Gaines 
 Adoration - 7:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - James Seidel by Deanna Seidel 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 Acts 17:15, 22—18:1, Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14, Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday, May 13 - Durand 
 Mass - 8:30am - Jerod Trebtoske by Tim  
 Trebtoske 
 Acts 18:1-8, Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, Jn 16:16-20 
Friday, May 14 - No Mass 
 Acts 1:15-17, 20-26, Ps113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8,  Jn 15:9-17 

Saturday, May 15 - Durand 
 Acts 18:23-28, Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10, Jn 16:23b-28 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - Gary Crawford by Kathy Root 
Sunday, May 16 - Ascension of the Lord 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - St. Mary and St.  
 Joseph Parishioners 
 Mass at Durand  - 11:30am - Nancy Cech by 
 John & Terese Woodhavens 
 Acts 1:1-11, Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 , Eph 1:17-23, Mk 16:15-20 

Donuts and Discussion Hour Continues! 
Please come and join us Live for our Discussions after 
daily Mass. They are fun and informative. 
As we go forward, we are eliminating the 
Zoom virtual part of the meetings. 
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Sponsor of the Week 
Shaw’s Pharmacy and Gifts 

See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize these sponsors, as they 
make our bulletin possible. Also, let them know where you saw it! 

Parish Support  

SPECIAL NOTE: The May 16 bulletin cut is Mon., May 10   
at noon.  If you missed this deadline, your article should run 

the following weekend.  Submit to bulletinmj@gmail.com 
If you want to schedule an event utilizing a Parish 

facility, contact DCN Wayne using email  
dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 

A Mother’s Day Prayer... 
...Loving God, as a mother gives life and 
nourishment to her children, so you watch 
over your Church. Bless these women, that 
they may be strengthened as Christian 
mothers.  Let the example of their faith and 
love shine forth. Grant that we, their sons and daugh-
ters, may honor them always with a spirit of profound 
respect.  Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING OF  
ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 

For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nursing home. 
Charlie Weldon, Mike McRae, Laura Gentry, 
Marge Reed, Christian Carpenter, Paul Davis, 
Barb Osborne, Al Proulx, Tony Tuczynski, and 
Janice Proulx 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the prayer list 
for four (4) weekends, before being removed. If your illness 
is long term, your name should be put on the prayer board 
in the back of your church.  St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-
288-6704 or the St. Joseph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women in the armed services. 
Please continue to pray for all those that have 
been afflicted with or caring for someone with the 
COVID-19. Also all the frontline Doctors, Nurses, 
EMTs, Police, Fire and all those continuing to 
work at Grocery Stores, Pharmacies, Food Banks 
and other essential stores.  Thank you for all you 
do as we continue to pray for you. 

Please keeP in your Prayers this week 
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise for Your 
Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit to inspire holy, 
faithful men to minister as priests. Lord, we pray for 
Your grace to encourage and support our seminarians as 
they endeavor to become priests. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Diocese of Lansing Seminarian Dominic Schoenle, Christ the 
King, Ann Arbor 

Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise for 
Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Send your Holy Spirit to in-
spire holy, faithful women to become Brides of Christ 
and serve Your people.  Lord, we pray that Your grace 
and love be enough for this woman in discernment of 
consecrated life. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord.  Amen.  
Servants of the Lord and Virgin of Matara’ Sr. Mary of the Holy 
Family Wohlfert 

DSA Thru Week Seven - $22,030.00 pledged, being 
82.24% of our goal of $26,787.00.  Thank you! 

COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND OF  
MAY 2, 2021 

Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $6,022.20 
Online donations for Gen Fund 5/1-5/2..… $1,285.00 
Total donations for General Fund………… $7,297.20 
One week budgeted amount for May 2021 $4,903.84 
Above (Below) budget…..………………... $2,393.36 

Fiscal year to date (July 1 thru May 2, 2021) 
General Fund Donations (Env/Mail/Online) $230,268.73 
Total Budget General Fund July 1-Apr. 25 $217,403.84 
Above Budget………………………………. $12,864.89 

Other Collections for May 2, 2021(Combined) 
Other Misc. Collections: 
 Energy…….……..………………………... $70.00 
 Outreach…………………………………… $80.00 
 Easter……………………………………… $25.00 

 
 
 
 

Carol Purdy 
Carol has been at our parish for over 50 years. Her and her 
late husband Carl have always been very active in our parish 
family. Along with being part of the Altar society, Carol has 
been active in our Funeral Dinner Ministry, Knitting Hands 
Ministry. Carol also has the ministry of cleaning and pressing 
all our liturgical linens we use each Mass. Thank you Carol 
for all you do for our parish family. 

The KofC Council #7955 will be having our Rail-
road Days breakfast on May 15 from 8:00am-
10:30am in the Durand Location Gathering 
Space.  The breakfast menu will include: pan-

cakes, eggs, sausage, hash browns, coffee, juice and 
milk.  The cost will be $5 for children ages 5-12 years old, 
$7 for adults or $20 per family. Children under the age of 
5 are free.  

The Altar Society will be having their 
Spring Raffle.  Tickets will be on sale 
during the weekends of May 15, 16, 22, 
and 23 after all masses in the Gather-
ing Space of both locations. Tickets will 

be drawn after the 11:30am mass on May 23.    

Baby Bottles for Right to Life 
Don’t forget to pick up your baby bottle to-
day on your way out and put your loose coins 
in it for the next few weeks.  Please return it 

on  Father's Day, June 20. All donations will go to the 
local ministry of "Flint Area Right to Life." 

June 26, 2021 at St. Francis Retreat Center in 
DeWitt, MI 

Join us for a day of outdoor worship, live music, and a 
Vigil Mass with Bishop Earl Boyea! More information 
and tickets can be found at www.faithfest.com 

Diocesan Service Appeal (DSA) collection 
continues.  Thank you for your support. 


