
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

“Where did this man get all this? 
What kind of wisdom has been 
given him?  What mighty deeds 
are wrought by his hands! Is he 

not the carpenter, the son of 
Mary, Mk 6:2,3 
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
The FourTeenTh Sunday in ordinary 

Time  - July 4, 2021 
“Where did this man get all this? 

What kind of wisdom has been giv-
en him?  What mighty deeds are 

wrought by his hands! Is he not the 
carpenter, the son of Mary, Mk 6:2,3 

The stories from Ezekiel and St. Mark 
point to one of our weakest attributes as human 
beings. Our lack of listening. It is one of the hard-
est things for us to do because when we are in a 
conversation, too many times we are formulating 
an answer before we completely hear the ques-
tion or comment that someone is saying to us. 

We all have “those folks” in our lives that 
make listening even harder. Those who are more 
on the pessimistic side, those who complain, 
those who go on and on, many of them very 
lonely. These are the ones who really test our 
ability to listen. Many of us married folks have 
been accused of “selective hearing” listening on-
ly when we choose to versus listening to your 
spouse intently. 

Now imagine how much harder it is to 
hear someone who is telling us something that 
we don’t want to hear. Like the prophet Ezekiel 
who, like all prophets, have the tough job of tell-
ing people that they need to try harder at drawing 
closer to God. Critical words are hard for folks to 
be open to. When we are offered critical hard ad-
vice, our hearing ability drops simply because we 
think of ourselves as not needing advice. And if 
that is not enough, then we are strapped with this 
terrible gift called our conscience, always telling 
us we need to do a little better, to stretch a little 
more than we would like to. Maybe you have 
been in the place where you had to deliver a 
hard message to someone or a group. You know 
they don’t want to hear it, but you are called to 
say something that will cause those listening to 
go on the defense against what you are saying, 
to justify what they are doing. Therefore, being a 
prophet has a short life cycle. 

Jesus comes to his “native place” and en-
ters the synagogue to teach.  Even though those 
listening were astonished, they couldn’t accept 
that he could be the same guy they knew from 
long before this. Or, maybe they did not want to 

think that someone could change, and they took 
offense at Him. Out of jealousy, envy, mistrust? 
Whatever the case, they surely could not hear 
the good news. Now fast forward 2000 + years 
later and even with all we know of Jesus, His 
teachings, His miracles, and the saving power of 
the Triune God, we still choose to not listen. Is it 
because it’s easier to go on living like we don’t 
know? Or that the teachings are just too hard to 
follow, or maybe it’s because in the view of the 
world we are afraid we won’t fit in? Whatever the 
reason, and there are thousands of them, we still 
choose not to listen.  
 One of the most important ways to pray is 
to sit in silence and listen to God. This prayer 
may sound easy, but sitting silently can be any-
thing but easy. First, it takes concentration on 
setting your agenda aside and listening to what 
God has to say. It takes patience, calmness, and 
a clearing of all that comes to mind that you want 
to make a priority. It can be a little freighting 
when you sit in God’s presence, because even-
tually you will come face to face with who you 
really are. The good, the bad, and the ugly. It is 
then you realize that even though your life may  
not be so attractive and that God is stable, confi-
dent, and always loving, you will move to a new 
place where you can be you, and God can be 
God. This season of vacationing and relaxing 
brings us a perfect opportunity to sit quietly, in a 
conducive prayer area and just listen. Listen to 
the sounds of creation, listen for God who wel-
comes you and longs for us to join Him. Just lis-
ten!  

  

 
 
 

Brian Boggs 
Brian has been a lifelong member of our parish 
family. In the past he has served as Parish 
Council President. Brian’s latest way of volun-
teering is to help us on the technical side as one 
of our technicians for live streaming our Sun-
day Masses. Brian also is a great help for advice 
on planning. We at SMSJ are very proud of his 
latest accomplishment, receiving his Law De-
gree. Congratulations Dr. Brian Boggs and 
thank you for all you do for our parish family 
of SMSJ.  
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The  Mother Teresa Group will be meeting 
on Tuesday, July 6, 6:30pm at the Gaines 
location.  All woman are welcome and en-
couraged to join us.  Please join us. 

The next KofC Council 12186 meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, July 6.  Officer meet-
ing will start at 6:00pm.  Regular member-
ship meeting starts at 7:00pm at the Parish 
Hall in Gaines. 

The Altar Society meeting will be held on July 
7 at 6:30pm in the Durand location gathering 
space. 

The KofC Council 7955 meeting will be on 
Thursday, July 8 at 6:30pm for the Officers & 
7:00pm for the Regular Meeting in the Father 
Hay Education Building. 

The KofC Council 7955 Knight and  
Family for the Month of June: 

Tom and Connie O’Brien 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING 
OF  

ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nurs-

ing home. 
Paul Davis, Norma Reimel, Monique 
VanAgen, Monica Coolich, Bill Snook, 
Jean Miller, Judy Ware, Lisa Terry, 
Brandon by Lori Dykstra, Marge Reed, 
Al Proulx, Tony Tuczynski, and Janice 
Proulx 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the 
prayer list for four (4) weekends, before being re-
moved. If your illness is long term, your name 
should be put on the prayer board in the back of 
your church.  St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-
6704 or the St. Joseph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women  
in the armed services. 

Please continue to pray for all those 
that have been afflicted with or caring 
for someone with the COVID-19. Also 
all the frontline Doctors, Nurses, EMTs, 
Police, Fire and all those continuing to 
work at Grocery Stores, Pharmacies, 

Food Banks and other essential stores.  Thank 
you for all you do as we continue to pray for you. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, July 5 - No Mass 
 Gn 28:10-22a, Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15ab, Mt 9:18-26 
Tuesday, July 6 - No Mass 
 Gn 32:23-33, Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 15, Mt 9:32-38 

Wednesday, July 7 - Gaines 
 Adoration - 7:20am 
 Mass  - 8:30am - Charron Lee Roach offered 
 by Ronda Roach 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a, Ps 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19, Mt 
 10:1-7 
Thursday, July 8 - Durand 
 Mass - 8:30am - Roze & Paul Drenovsky by 
 the Nations family 
 Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5, Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21, Mt 
 10:7-15  
Friday, July 9 - No Mass 
 Gn 46:1-7, 28-30, 37:3-4, Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40, Mt 
 10:16-23 
Saturday, July 10 - Durand 
 Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a, Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, Mt 10:24-33  
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - SMSJ Parishioners 
Sunday, July 11 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Dennis Bartes 
 offered by Anne Bartes 
 Mass at Durand  - 11:30am - Carl Purdy by 
 Carol Purdy 
 Am 7:12-15, Ps Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14, Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-
 10, Mk 6:7-13  

PRAYER TO THE SLEEPING ST. JOSEPH 
O St. Joseph, you are a man 
greatly favored by the Most 
High.  The angel of the Lord 
appeared to you in dreams, 
while you slept, to warn you 
and guide you as you cared 
for the Holy Family.  You 
were both silent and strong, 
a loyal and courageous pro-

tector.  
Dear St. Joseph, as you rest in the Lord, confi-
dent in his absolute power and goodness, look 
upon our family of SMSJ parish and as we ask 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. As we take this 
journey of changing our culture of embracing 
our faith in God while moving towards Parish-
wide Faith Formation. Please take our desire for 
this into your heart, dream of it, and present it to 
your Son. Help us then, good St. Joseph, to hear 
the voice of God, to arise, and to act with love.   
With love in our hearts St. Joseph, We praise 
and thank God with you in joy!  Amen 
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ENVELOPES OR IF YOU WISH TO REGISTER 
If you are not receiving church envelopes, please fill 
out the following, and return by dropping it into the 
collection basket. We will call for your information to 
register you, OR you can call the Durand location at 
855-288-6704 during office hours to register OR reg-
ister online a www.stmarystjoseph.org and click on 
“I’m New”. 
 
Name:__________________________________ 
     
Address:_________________________________ 
 
City :____________________________________ 
 
Phone:__________________________________ 
 
E-mail:__________________________________ 

Parish Support  
COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND OF  

JUNE 27, 2021 
Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $3,847.00 
Online donations for Gen Fund 06/07-06/27 $500.00 
Total donations for General Fund………… $4,347.00 
One week budgeted amount for June 2021 $4,903.84 
Above (Below) budget…..………………... ($556.84) 

Fiscal year to date (July 1 thru June 27, 2021) 
General Fund Donations (Env/Mail/Online $275,243.83 
Total Budget General Fund July 1-June 30 $255,000.00 
Above Budget………………………………. $20,243.83 

Other Collections for June 27, 2021(Combined) 
Other Misc. Collections: 
 Energy…….……..………………………... $25.00 
 Outreach…………………………………... $40.00 
 Right to Life Baby Bottles……………….. $942.29 

St. Mary St. Joseph Catholic Community 
Parish-wide Faith Formation 

Update: June 27, 2021 
It is with great joy that we announce to you 
that we have hired a full-time Faith Formation 
Director. Her name is Teresa Hurd, and she 
will be starting July 1, 2021. Teresa will guide, 
mentor, and assist in all aspects of Faith For-
mation throughout our parish. 
In the next week or so, Teresa will be adding 
an article in our bulletin, outlining her back-
ground in Faith Formation, and telling us 
more about herself. Contact information will 
be published in the near future as well as, an 
opportunity for you to meet Teresa in person.  
 
This article is meant to be an overview of what 
our K-6 grade program may look like to help 
you try to understand the purpose and mean-
ing of Faith Formation for these grades. 
We are extremely excited to offer to our parents 
this coming year the opportunity to join in on this 
new effort that will help build up your family while 
offering you the opportunity to grow in your faith, 
together as a family. 
The vision is to have parents involved each ses-
sion as co-learners and mentors for and with their 
own children. To have fun while learning more 
about the Triune God and his powerful attributes, 
the teachings of the Holy Catholic Church, and 
how we can best follow God’s call everyday of 
our life. 
This empowers the parents in the baptismal 
promises they made for their children at the time 
of their baptism, to bring the child up in the prac-
tice of the faith, “so that this divine life may be 
preserved from the contagion of sin and may 
grow in them day by day.” 
There can be nothing more powerful than a loving 
parent passing on the faith by expressing to their 
children the beauty of the faith and what it means 
to them in their daily life.  
Materials, programs, and schedule will be put to-
gether as the Faith Formation Team develops 
these. It will be rolled out for everyone to see in 
the coming weeks/months. 
In the meantime, if you have questions, please 
feel free to contact Dcn. Wayne. 
In the coming weeks, we will have an article for 
each of the following groups. Confirmation Prepa-
ration, our new Youth Group, Sacramental Prep 
for Reconciliation and Holy Communion. 
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18th Annual Gaines Community Rodeo 
July 16 & 17, 2021 - Gaines Park 

 Rodeo admission is $12 for adults 13 & up.  $5 for 
children 5-12.  Children under 5 are free.  

Gates open at 5:00pm.  Limited bleacher seating.  
Bring a blanket or lawn chair for lawn seating. 
   Food, water and soft drinks may be purchased.   

No coolers.  No alcohol.   
No pets. 

If you are interested in help-
ing, a sign up sheet is in the 
St. Joseph & St. Mary gath-

ering spaces. 

Events Happing at the St. Francis Retreat 
Center, DeWitt, MI 

July 9-11, 2021 Ignatian Weekend Retreat.  
For men and women. This silent retreat in-
cludes an overview of Ignatian spirituality, the 
Examen Prayer, practice of Lectio Divina, and 
meeting with a spiritual director. The cost is 
$185. Register online at www.stfrancis.ws or 
call the Retreat Center at 517-669-8321. 
July 11-17, 2021 Directed Ignatian Retreat.  
For men and women. This silent Ignatian re-
treat is built around the elements of Lectio 
Divina and the Examen prayer of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola. On this retreat, you meet daily with 
a spiritual director, who will help you review 
your life from a spiritual, God-Centered per-
spective. The cost is $620 per person, this in-
cludes all meals, materials, lodging, and spir-
itual direction. A non-refundable deposit of 
$75 is requested with your registration. Regis-
ter online at www.stfrancis.ws or call the Re-
treat Center at 517-669-8321. 

Sponsor of the Week 

Hass Vision Center 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize the-
se sponsors, as they make our bulletin possible. Also, 

let them know where you saw it! 

SPECIAL NOTE: The July 11 bulletin cutoff 
is Mon., July 5 at noon.  If you missed this 

deadline, your article should run the following 
weekend.  Submit to bulletinmj@gmail.com 

If you want to schedule an event 
utilizing a Parish facility, contact 

DCN Wayne using email  
dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 

The Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time  Prayer… 

…O God, who in the 
abasement of your Son 
have raised up a fallen 
world, fill your faithful with 
holy joy, for on those you 
have rescued from slavery 
to sin you bestow eternal 

gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ev-
er and ever . Amen. 

Donuts and Discussion Hour Continues! 
Please come and join us Live for our Discus-
sions after daily Mass. They are fun and in-
formative. As we go forward, we are elimi-
nating the Zoom virtual part of the meetings. 

St Mary and St Joseph shirts and sweatshirts 
are on sale.  See the displays in both gathering 
spaces.  All profits go to support our parish Reli-
gious Formation Programs.  Order forms should be 
filled out, put in an envelope with payment and 
dropped in the collection baskets.  Any questions 
call Sandy 989-721-7847. 

To all SMSJ Parishioners, 
 Please be advised that SMSJ Cemetery will be 
increasing the prices of grave sites to $1000/site 
and $250/site for perpetual care . This will be 
effective September 1, 2021. This increase is 
necessary due to overall rising costs/inflation. 
Be assured we have enacted the smallest in-
crease possible while continuing to ensure a 
beautiful country cemetery setting. We are ex-
tremely fortunate and thankful to have many 
great volunteers that have helped with being 
able to keep the costs down over the years. Our 
last price increase was 2014. 
 Any order placed before September 1, 2021, 
will be honored at the current price of $600/
grave site. We hope you will take advantage of 
this opportunity and get back to us soon. 
 If you have any questions or concerns about the 
increase, please feel free to contact Dcn. Wayne 
at 1-855-288-6704 to discuss this situation with 
you.  


