
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Suzanne LaRocque 

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Faith Formation Director: Teresa Hurd 

Email: ffdsmsj@gmail.com (updated July 9, 2021) 
RCIA Leader: Sandra Corrion 

Email: rciasmsj@gmail.com  Phone Ext: 7006 
Youth Group Leader: John Michailo 

Email: ymsmsj@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

A great sign appeared in the sky, 
a woman clothed with the sun, 
with the moon under her feet, 
and on her head a crown of 

twelve stars. Rv 12:1 

The Solemnity of the  
Assumption of the Blessed  

Virgin Mary ~ B  August 15, 2021 

The Catholic Community of  
St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish 

                           Ministering to Durand, Gaines  
                                                                          & surrounding areas 
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
Solemnity of the ASSumption of the 

BleSSed Virgin mAry -  
AuguSt 15, 2021 

A great sign appeared in the sky, a 
woman clothed with the sun, with the 

moon under her feet, 
and on her head a crown of twelve 

stars. Rv 12:1 

These past three weeks and the week fol-
lowing this week one, we hear the Bread of Life dis-
course from John. But today, we stop to celebrate 
the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary. 

In preparing the monstrance for Eucharistic 
Adoration and thinking about the solemnity that is 
upon us, it came to me the significance of Mary and 
how she held and presented Jesus to us in the vari-
ous gospels. It opened for me the mystery of Mary 
symbolically. As I looked on the monstrance, the 
visions of Mary in the gospel stories came to mind. 
Mary carrying Jesus in her womb to visit Elizabeth. 
Holding Jesus in her arms on the way to Egypt. I 
thought of the many times she may have held and 
hugged Jesus, and how eventually Jesus again was 
placed in her arms, dead, at the foot of the cross, 
and her joy she must have felt in seeing Him in the 
upper room at Pentecost.  The message was pro-
found. Jesus who was physically and spiritually pre-
sent to Mary is the same Jesus who is truly present 
to us in the Holy Eucharist.  

Jesus told the disciples, "Amen, amen, I say 
to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you do not have life within 
you" (John 6:53 ff). We who receive the bread for 
the journey, who have been invited to the Eucharis-
tic Feast, now have His Divine life within us. We 
spiritually bring Christ into a world waiting and long-
ing for Christ to be reborn, via His Peace, for-
giveness, and compassion in a way that Jesus calls 
us to do. Each of us are called to become a living 
monstrance, vessels who present the Bread of life 
for others. Mary is the model who shows us the 
way.  

Both the mystery of the Assumption and the 
Holy Eucharist are mysteries, are gifts to be re-
ceived, lived, loved and experienced at a level be-
yond our human comprehension. We are called into 
communion with the living and true God. The impli-
cations of that invitation unfold into a dynamic life of 
continual conversion, where our faith is formed ev-
er deeper. We are compelled to live out that faith, 

as our Faith Formation happens in and through the 
struggles and travail of living out our daily lives. Like 
the gold which made the monstrance, we are 
formed in the refiners fire in order to become puri-
fied vessels for the Lord. 

In a beautiful apostolic exhortation entitled, 
The Sacrament of Love, issued in 1997, Pope Ben-
edict XVI wrote these words under a section enti-
tled, The Eucharist and the Virgin Mary: 

From the relationship between the Eucharist 
and the individual sacraments, and from the escha-
tological significance of the sacred mysteries, the 
overall shape of the Christian life emerges, a life 
called at all times to be an act of spiritual worship, a 
self-offering pleasing to God. 

Although we are all still journeying towards 
the complete fulfillment of our hope, this does not 
mean that we cannot already gratefully 
acknowledge that God's gifts to us have found their 
perfect fulfillment in the Virgin Mary, Mother of God 
and our Mother. Mary's Assumption body and soul 
into heaven is for us a sign of sure hope, for it 
shows us, on our pilgrimage through time, the es-
chatological goal of which the sacrament of the Eu-
charist enables us even now to have a foretaste. 

In Mary most holy, we also see perfectly ful-
filled the "sacramental" way that God comes down 
to meet his creatures and involves them in his sav-
ing work. From the Annunciation to Pentecost, Mary 
of Nazareth appears as someone whose freedom is 
completely open to God's will. Her immaculate con-
ception is revealed precisely in her unconditional 
docility to God's word. 
How can we know this is our ultimate calling? Be-
cause finally, Mary was given to us by Christ Jesus, 
dying on the Cross, with these words: "Woman, be-
hold your Son.”  From the Annunciation to the 
Cross, Mary is the one who received the Word, 
made flesh within her who beautifully brings Christ 
to us so that we can bring Christ to others. 

 

 
 
 

Tom O’Brien 
Tom has been a member of our parish for 49 years. Tom 
loves working the ministry of our Durand Food Pantry.  
Tom has been an active member of the Durand KofC coun-
cil for 37 years and has held the role in the KofC as Faithful 
Recorder for 32 years, and leads up the Durand KofC ef-
forts on the high school/college Scholarship. In the past, 
Tom has been involved in Finance and Parish councils, Li-
turgical ministry and for 3 years was a Youth Director. We 
very much appreciate Tom and his leadership in our SMSJ 
parish and community. Thank You Tom!  
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING 
OF  

ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nurs-

ing home. 
Joyce Fisher, Kim Bartes, Sandy Cor-
rion, Marge Reed, Al Proulx, Tony 
Tuczynski, and Janice Proulx 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the 
prayer list for four (4) weekends, before being re-
moved. If your illness is long term, your name 
should be put on the prayer board in the back of 
your church.  St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-
6704 or the St. Joseph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women  
in the armed services. 

Please continue to pray for all those 
that have been afflicted with or caring 
for someone with the COVID-19. Also 
all the frontline Doctors, Nurses, 
EMTs, Police, Fire and all those con-
tinuing to work at Grocery Stores, 
Pharmacies, Food Banks and other 
essential stores.  Thank you for all you 
do as we continue to pray for you. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, August 16 - No Mass 
 Jgs 2:11-19, Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 43ab and 44,  Mt 
 19:16-22Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday, August 17 - No Mass 
 Jgs 6:11-24a, Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14, Mt 19:23-30 

Wednesday, August 18 - Gaines 
 Adoration - 7:20am 
 Mass  - 8:30am - Dennis Joseph Gross Sr., 
 offered by Trish Baggett 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 Jgs 9:6-15, Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday, August 19- Durand 
 Mass - 8:30am - Earl Chamberlain & family 
 by Michele 
 Jgs 11:29-39a, Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10, Mt 22:1-14 
Friday, August 20 - No Mass 
 Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22, Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a, 9bc-10, Mt 
 22:34-40 
Saturday, August 21 - Durand 
 Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17,  Ps 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 5, Mt 23:1-12 

†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - SMSJ Parishioners 
Sunday, August 22 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Aaron David  
 Ferguson offered by Ronda Roach 
 Mass at Durand  - 11:30am  - (Special Inten
 tion) Leo & Carol Guzniczak (63rd Wedding 
 Anniversary) by the Guzniczak family 
 Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b, Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21, Eph 
 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32, Jn 6:60-69T 

Parish Support  
COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND OF  

AUGUST 8, 2021 
Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $3,609.00 
Online donations for Gen Fund 08/02-08/08 $1,655.00 
Total donations for General Fund………… $5,264.00 
One week budgeted amount for 2021……. $5,288.45 
Above (Below) budget…..…………………. ($24.45) 

Fiscal year to date (July 1 thru August 8, 2021) 
General Fund Donations (Env/Mail/Online) $33,547.50 
Total Budget General Fund July 1-Aug. 8 $31,730.70 
Above Budget………………………………. $1,816.80 

Other Collections for August 8 2021(Combined) 
Other Misc. Collections: 
 Energy…………………………………….. $183.00 
 Outreach…………………………………... $95.00 
 Altar Society………………………………. $90.00 
 Peters Pence……………………………… $150.00 
 Candle donations…………………………. $103.00 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The Parish Picnic will be Sunday, Au-
gust 29, with Mass at 10:00am at the 
Durand location.  Please save the 
date for this outdoor par-
ish event.  More details will follow at 

a later date. 
PICNIC BONUS: 
At the picnic, we will be recognizing Robyn Doyle 
and Donna Cormier for their many years of ser-
vice to our parish. We will also celebrate Father 
Bill on his 30th anniversary to the priesthood! 
We are so grateful to God for each of them and 
for their dedication to our parish family. 

Gaines KofC Council 12186 will be 
hosting a Parish Cemetery cleanup 
and grass trimming event 
on Tuesday, Aug. 17, 

starting at 5:00pm.  Please bring 
your grass trimmer.  Hot dogs, 
chips & beverages will be pro-
vided.  All parishioners & family 
members are invited.  Please mark your cal-
endar. Thank you, and God Bless! 
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St. Mary St. Joseph Catholic Community 
Faith Formation News. 
Let me just start out by saying thank 
you to the St. Mary/St. Joseph Parish 
Family. You all have made me feel very 
welcome and needed!  Those of you in 
the work force know how difficult it can 
be to start a new position. Even though 
it may be a position you have been 
trained and have experience in…the 
transition can sometimes be difficult. I 
am happy to report that has not been 

the case here! I can honestly say I am happily looking 
forward to serving you in the coming years! 
Plans for our Family Faith Formation are coming along 
nicely. I have had some productive planning meetings 
with the catechetical staff…several who have had a lot 
of experience and others who are helping out for the 
very first time.  Both are wanted and needed. To them I 
also offer my thanks for their support. 
I want you to know that we are always looking for extra 
help, so if you feel God may be calling you to help out 
with Faith Formation, please pick up a Volunteer packet 

in the gathering space at either the Gaines or Durand 
worship site. Fill out the volunteer form and then mail it 
or drop it in the collection basket or the Durand Parish 
Office. Rest assured that as soon as I get it I will be in 
contact with you. 
Here are some important dates that are coming 
up…..Sunday, September 12, 12:30pm to 1:30pm in 
the Parish Hall at the Durand location, we will be having 
our first parent/guardian meeting to roll out the new 
Family Faith Formation Experience. At the meeting, we 
will have registration packets and samples of the re-
sources we will be using this year.  
After all the Masses September 18/19 at both worship 
sites, I will be available with registration packets and 
resource material for those unable to attend the meet-
ing on September 12.  John Michailo will be joining me 
to register and answer any questions you may have 
about High School Youth Ministry and Confirmation 
Preparation. We are looking forward to serving you and 
your children in the year ahead! 
Blessings on your week…. 

Teresa Hurd 
Faith Formation Director 

RITE OF CHISTIAN INIATION OF ADULTS 
DO  YOU  KNOW  SOMEONE  WHO  IS  IN-
TERESTED  IN  LEARNING  MORE  ABOUT  
THE  CATHOLIC  FAITH? 
ARE  YOU  INTERESTED  IN  GROWING  
IN  YOUR  FAITH? 
RCIA  MAY BE  JUST  WHAT  YOU’RE  
LOOKING  FOR… 

Sessions will be starting September 9.  Please 
Contact Sandy Corrion at 855-271-8434 EXT 

7006 or email at RCIAsmsj@gmail.com 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday Adoration and Mass 
Friday, Sept 3rd, 2:00-8:00pm  
Eucharistic Adoration- 2:00pm-

7:00pm 
Confessions from 6:30pm-7:00pm 
Mass 7:15pm, at the Durand loca-

tion. 
Adoration signup sheets will be in the gathering spac-
es for all parishioners to sign up for 1 hour of adora-
tion. 

BREAK THROUGH THE GRIEF ~  
YOU ARE NEVER ALONE 

Attention: All who has lost a loved 
one! 

This event is for those who are suffer-
ing through the grief of a family 
member. Whether it be a parent, 

spouse, friend, or child. We will be gathering on Sept 11 
in the Gathering Space of our Gaines Church for a time 
of fellowship. We will provide lunch, and a talk from our 
guest speaker Fr Bill Wegher. Living through our grief 
that comes from the passing of a loves one or situations 
can be very difficult. Everyone is welcome! You don’t 
have to go through it alone.  
        We will begin at 12 noon with lunch and immedi-
ately after, we will have the talk and open discussion 
where you will be able to express any concerns or ques-
tions that you may be dealing with in your grieving pro-
cess as you feel comfortable. Gathering with those who 
may be dealing with grief may bring some wisdom from 
those who have made this journey.       “Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” Mat-
thew 5:4 

Women's Weekend Retreat:  
Rediscovering Jesus 

September 17-19, 2021 
St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt 

Drawing on the wisdom of the book, “Rediscover Je-
sus” by Matthew Kelly, we will be revisiting and ex-
panding on what we know about the personhood and 
divinity of Jesus Christ. From the Incarnation to the 
Resurrection and beyond, we will strive to deepen our 
understanding of what Jesus said about who he is. 
Register online at www.stfrancis.ws or call 517-669-
8321. The suggested donation is $185 and covers all 
lodging, meals, and materials. Check in begins at 
6:00pm on Friday. 
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FORMED.org is available to our parish through 
a very generous donation.  Sign up to FORMED.org: 

There are 3 easy steps to sign up - 
Go to https://formed.org/ 

"I belong to a Parish" 
Enter zip code 48429 

Enter your name, email, and you are signed up! 

To all SMSJ Parishioners, 
 Please be advised that SMSJ Cemetery will be in-
creasing the prices of grave sites to $1000/site and 
$250/site for perpetual care. This will be effective 
September 1, 2021. This increase is necessary due 
to overall rising costs/inflation. Be assured we 
have enacted the smallest increase possible while 
continuing to ensure a beautiful country cemetery 
setting. We are extremely fortunate and thankful to 
have many great volunteers that have helped with 
being able to keep the costs down over the years. 
Our last price increase was 2014. 
 Any order placed before September 1, 2021, will 
be honored at the current price of $600/grave site. 
We hope you will take advantage of this oppor-
tunity and get back to us soon. 
 If you have any questions or concerns about the 
increase, please feel free to contact Dcn. Wayne at 
1-855-288-6704 to discuss this situation with you.  

Sponsor of the Week 
Dyer Machine Consulting 

See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize 
these sponsors, as they make our bulletin possible. 

Also, let them know where you saw it! 

The August 22 bulletin cutoff is Mon., August 
16 at noon.  If you missed this deadline, your arti-
cle should run the following weekend.  Submit to 

bulletinmj@gmail.com 
If you want to schedule an event 
utilizing a Parish facility, contact 

DCN Wayne using email  
dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 

Jobe Syndrome Seminar 
St. Francis Retreat Center, Dewitt MI 

Saturday September 11, 10:00am – 3:00pm 
Seminar presentation of Deacon Gene Hausmann’s 
new book: 
Jobe Syndrome and Scientific Evidence for the Ex-
istence of God and Evil. 
The book is written to assist young people, their par-
ents and teachers who struggle with reconciling Sci-
ence and Religion. Four different lines of scientific 
evidence are presented to demonstrate how rational 
is our faith in God. Registration fee is $25, and in-
cludes lunch. Register online at www.stfrancis.ws or 
call St. Francis at 517-669-8321. 

St. Paul School of Owosso… 
...is seeking the following positions:  
middle school math teacher, 5th 
grade teacher, gym teacher, com-
puter teacher, music teacher and 

lunchroom supervisor. 
For more info contact Laura Heatwole at 989-
725-7766 or email at principal@spsowosso.org 

St. Mary Outreach Food Pantry Volunteers 
Needed: The next food distribution is on 
August 28.  Volunteers are needed for the 
following: Food packaging (packers) will 
be done on SATURDAY morning begin-
ning at 8:00am.  Other workers gather at 
8:30am in the education building.  
Due to the Covid-19 virus, this distribution is to 
occur outside in the parking lot per the Greater 
Lansing Food Banks (GLFB) recommenda-
tion.  We are trying to keep volunteers to a mini-
mum, so if you can volunteer, contact Diane Pelky 
or Kathy Schmidt so we will know that we have the 
volunteers that we need (about 15).  There will be no 
picking table or baked goods tables.       
For any questions concerning the St. Mary Outreach 
Food Pantry, please contact Diane Pelky at 989-288-
4446 or Kathy Schmidt 517-230-9613 or  

stmaryfoodpantry@gmail.com.  
Thank you again for your continued support.  

God Bless! 

Food Distribution: The next St. Mary 
Outreach Food Pantry distribution will 
take place on August 28.  We will be tak-
ing appointments on August 16 – Au-
gust 20 Monday- Friday from 9:00am - 
5:00pm. For an appointment, call St. 

Mary Church at (855)288-6704 ext.7017 and follow the 
instructions on the answering service. This distribu-
tion is to occur outside in the parking lot per the 
Greater Lansing Food Banks (GLFB) recommenda-
tion.  Please stay in your vehicle. The food and pa-
perwork will be brought to your vehicle. Food will be 
placed in your trunk/hatchback, so please make room. 
Proof of Residency: Bring either a gov’t-issued Id and/
or mail with your address. Restrooms will NOT be 
available.. To receive food, you must have an appoint-
ment and live in the following areas: Bancroft, Byron, 
Corunna, Durand, Gaines, Lennon or Vernon. The dis-
tribution will take place at the St. Mary Education Build-
ing, 700 Columbia Dr., Durand. "This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider." 


