
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Suzanne LaRocque 

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Faith Formation Director: Teresa Hurd 

Email: ffdsmsj@gmail.com 
RCIA Leader: Sandra Corrion 

Email: rciasmsj@gmail.com  Phone Ext: 7006 
Youth Group Leader: John Michailo 

Email: ymsmsj@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

He put his finger into the man’s 
ears and, spitting, touched his 
tongue; then he looked up to 

heaven and groaned, and said to 
him,  

“Ephphatha!” - that is, “Be 
opened!” 
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
The TwenTy-Third Sunday in Ordinary 

Time - SepTember 5, 2021 
“Ephphatha!”  Mk 7:34 

Ephphatha is an Aramaic word mean-
ing, "Be opened," uttered by Christ 
when healing the man who was deaf 
and dumb. Christ utters this word and 

then places saliva on His finger and gives the 
man a “wet willie, as we called it as kids when we 
would wet our finger with saliva and insert it into 
another person's ear as a prank.  We are then 
told that the man was healed. This healing wasn’t 
just for this man. No, Jesus in this simple act, 
was teaching us that we too need healing. We 
too need to “be opened.”  But for those of us who 
can hear and can speak, we need to ask what 
other parts of us, what other part of our lives 
need to be open? Specifically, how can we be 
open to a deeper relationship with God. 
 To be open spiritually is to “adhere to the faith 
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ” as St. James 
puts it in his epistle today. We would best serve 
ourselves if we would think of “Faith” as our rela-
tionship with the Living God. This relationship 
needs continual nurturing. This relationship 
needs our constant care. This relationship needs 
to be continually FORMED. In forming our faith, 
we grow closer to God and understanding who 
He is and who we are. This takes time and work, 
and we need to make it our top priority because 
our relationship, our faith in God is the highest 
priority of our life. No one can argue this. Howev-
er receptive we are to building this relationship 
with God, will be indirect proportion to how OPEN 
we are. So, when we speak of Faith Formation in 
our parish family of SMSJ, it should automatically 
equate in our minds to drawing nearer to God, 
deepening our relationship with Him and most 
importantly allowing that relationship to animate 
our lives; Living as God’s Children in this world, 
caring, loving, forgiving, and accepting people for 
who they are. 
 Sometimes when we are open, God will call 
us to situations that are hard, asking us to stretch 
beyond our comfort zone. Hopefully, you have 
experienced this in your life. I believe that when 
we experience this discomfort of being pulled in a 
direction by God it is a sure litmus test to knowing 
that what you are called to do is from God. Be-

cause we would have never chosen it. We would 
rather be comfortable, we would choose to be 
stagnant, or lukewarm, which God frowns on. 
The status quo would tell us not to break out of 
our comfort zone. 
 I was talking to a friend of mine who has taken 
up an environmental fight with our local govern-
ment and a rather large corporation who wants to 
place a highly toxic plant within 1200’ of a com-
plex where many of the poorest people of her ar-
ea live. She stated that she feels like David 
fighting Goliath, and she really doesn’t under-
stand why God has called her to take on this 
fight. She doesn’t know where this will lead, but is 
confident that God has led her to this fight be-
cause of her love for these poor folks. That is be-
ing open. 
 What areas of your life are you closing off 
from your relationship with God? Telling God, no 
no, this is not for me, so please don’t come into 
this part of my life where I sit comfortably.  Does 
our sight need to be regained so we can see peo-
ple for who they are as Children of God? Does 
our hearing need some fine tuning so we will be 
open to listen to God or listen to those who are in  
need of a compassionate ear? Does our mouth 
need to be open to speak up for the weak and 
suffering? Be confident and embrace every op-
portunity to draw closer in your relationship with 
God. BE OPEN. 

 

 
 
 

Mabel Hart 
Mabel Hart has been with our community 
for 19 years. She is involved with 3 great 
ministries in our parish. She has been part 
of the Mother Theresa Group for the time 
that she has been here, 10  years of her ser-
vice with MTG has been as its leader. Ma-
bel’s joyful ministry is her love of music, so 
she shares that with our choir and at times 
as lead cantor. Mabel is also involved in our 
community as a volunteer at Heartbeat Cri-
sis Pregnancy center. But her favorite minis-
try of all is being a grandmother and great 
grandmother. Thanks for sharing your tal-
ents with our parish family Mabel!!  
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The Mother Teresa Group will be meeting 
again Sept. 7, 2021. All women of the par-
ish are welcome. We meet at the Gaines 
location the first Tuesday of every month at 
6:30pm. Hope to see you there!!! 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING 
OF  

ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nurs-

ing home. 
Norma Reimel, Gordon Deisler, Linda 
Carsten, Brian Jones, Mike Gentry, 
Kathy Lott & Baby, Margret Becker, 
Joyce Fisher, Marge Reed, Al Proulx, 
Tony Tuczynski, and Janice Proulx 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the 
prayer list for four (4) weekends, before being re-
moved. If your illness is long term, your name should 
be put on the prayer board in the back of your church.  
St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-6704 or the St. Jo-
seph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women  
in the armed services. 

Please continue to pray for all those that 
have been afflicted with or caring for 
someone with the COVID-19. Also all the 
frontline Doctors, Nurses, EMTs, Police, 
Fire and all those continuing to work at 
Grocery Stores, Pharmacies, Food Banks 
and other essential stores.  Thank you for 
all you do as we continue to pray for you. 

Knitting Hands Ministry 
2021-2022 Meeting Dates 

All meetings are held in the Education 
Building, at the Durand Campus.   

(CLIP AND SAVE!) 
Wed. 7-8:30pm  Thurs. 1-2:30pm 

Sept 22-23 
Oct 6-7 

Oct 20-21 
Nov 3-4 

Nov 17-18 
Dec 1-2 

Dec 15-16 
Jan 12-13 

Jan 26-27 
Feb 9-10 

Feb 23-24 
Mar 9-10 

Mar 23-24 
Apr 6-7 

Apr 20-21 
May 4-5  

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, September 6 - No Mass 
 Col 1:24–2:3, Ps 62:6-7, 9, Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday, September 7 - No Mass 
 Scriptural Rosary - 1:00pm 
 Col 2:6-15, Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11, Lk 6:12-19 

Wednesday, September 8 - Gaines 
 Adoration - 7:20am 
 Mass  - 8:30am - Deacon Currie Cormier by 
 Donna Cormier & Family 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 Rosary - 2:30pm 
 Mi 5:1-4a, Ps 13:6ab, 6c, Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
Thursday, September 9 - Durand 
 Adoration - 7:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - Virginia Loomis by Sandy 
 Bensinger 
 Rosary - 2:30pm 
 Col 3:12-17, Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6, Lk 6:27-38 
Friday, September 10 - No Mass 
 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14, Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11, Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday, September 11 - Durand 
 1 Tm 1:15-17, Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5 and 6-7, Lk 6:43-49 

†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - Earl Chamberlain and  
 Family by Michele 
Sunday, September 12 
 Rosary - 8:00am at Gaines 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Arthur & Isabel 
 Feige by Schaefer Feige Family 
 Mass at Durand - 11:30am  - SMSJ  
 Parishioners 
 Is 50:5-9a, Ps Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9, Jas 2:14-18, Mk 
 8:27-35 

TRIBUTE GIFTS 
As we recognize Donna 
Cormier and Robin Doyle for 
their many years of dedicated 
service to our parish, we are 
accepting donations for tribute 
gifts being purchased in their honor. Robin 
Doyle began her position as Director of Reli-

gious Education at St. Mary Church 21 years ago, but has 
a total of over 40 years educating our youth.  Donna 
Cormier has served as Music Director at St. Joseph 
Church in Gaines for 44 years.  Both of these women re-
tired this year after so generously offering their talents 
and hearts to their ministries of education and music.  We 
will show our gratitude with special gifts which will be 
placed at each of our parish locations to honor them.  To 
make a donation, please drop it in the collection basket or 
mail it to either parish office site.  Please write “Tribute 
Gift” on the envelope. If you wish, you may specify your 
donation for either Donna Cormier or Robin Doyle.  Se-
lection of gifts is underway.  If you would like further in-
formation, you may contact Pam Schaefer at 810-252-
5006 or Paul Williamson at the parish office, 1-855-288-
6704. 
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St. Mary St. Joseph Catholic Community 
Faith Formation News. 

Thank you to those who have turned in 
their Faith Formation volunteer 
forms. If you took a form home and for-
got to turn it in, please do so ASAP.  We 
are in the process of firming up our Cat-
echist/Volunteer Staff so the sooner you 
can get those forms in, the sooner this 
task will be completed. Extra Volunteer 
packets are in the gathering space at 

both the Gaines and Durand worship sites. Fill out the 
volunteer form and then mail it or drop it in the collec-
tion basket or the Durand or Gaines Parish Office. Rest 
assured that as soon as I get it, I will be in contact with 
you. 
Faith Formation Registration packets are ready to be 
picked up in the gatherings spaces of our Worship sites.  
If you registered last year, you will find an envelope 
with your family name on it.  If you are new to the pro-
gram, there are extra packets available there too. You 
can return the registration forms along with your check 
for the registration fee to either Parish Office in Durand 
or Gaines. 

Here’s a reminder of some important dates that are com-
ing up…. Wednesday, September 8, 10:00am to 1:00 
pm we will be cleaning out and organizing the class-
rooms at the Education Building in Durand. Stop by if 
you can help out…. a Pizza Lunch will be provided.  
Sunday, September 12, 12:30pm to 1:30pm in the Par-
ish Hall at the Durand location, we will be having an 
informational parent/guardian meeting for Family Faith 
Formation. At this meeting, we will be available to col-
lect registration forms, share resources, and answer any 
questions you may have concerning the coming Faith 
Formation year.  After all the Masses September 18/19 
at both worship sites, I will be available to collect regis-
tration forms/registration fees from those who have not 
had the opportunity to complete their Faith Formation 
registration yet.  
Blessings on your week….  

Teresa Hurd 
Faith Formation Director 

High School Youth 
Group News 

 We will begin meeting 
on Sunday, October 3 
from 10:00am to 
11:15am  in the Fr. Hay 

Education Building in Durand.  We are looking for 
donations of gently used sofas, bean chairs and 
other comfort furniture. Please contact me if you 
have something to donate to our kids.  We are 
also looking for adults to host refreshments once 
a month.  Please contact me if this is something 
you would be interested in doing. 

Confirmation Preparation  News 
Confirmation Preparation for students in grade 8 
and 9 will meet the 2nd Sunday of each month 
beginning October 10 from 10:00am to 11:15am 
in the Fr. Hay Education Building in Du-
rand.  Please read our new Sacramental Readi-
ness Policy which can be accessed on the SMSJ 
website as well as the SMSJ Facebook 
page.  We are looking for adults to host refresh-
ments once a month.  Please contact me if this is 
something you would be interested in doing. 
John Michailo 
High School Youth Group Minister 
Confirmation Preparation Coordinator 
(855)288-6704, ext. 7013 
ymsmsj@gmail.com 

BREAK THROUGH THE GRIEF ~  
YOU ARE NEVER ALONE 
Attention: All who has  

lost a loved one! 
This event is for those who are suf-
fering through the grief of a family 
member. Whether it be a parent, 
spouse, friend, or child. We will be 
gathering on Sept 11 in the Gather-

ing Space of our Gaines Church for a time of fellow-
ship. We will provide lunch, and a talk from our guest 
speaker Fr Bill Wegher. Living through our grief that 
comes from the passing of a loved one or situations can 
be very difficult. Everyone is welcome! You don’t have 
to go through it alone.  
        We will begin at 12 noon with lunch and immedi-
ately after, we will have the talk and open discussion 
where you will be able to express any concerns or ques-
tions that you may be dealing with in your grieving pro-
cess as you feel comfortable. Gathering with those who 
may be dealing with grief may bring some wisdom from 
those who have made this journey.       “Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  
Matthew 5:4 

To Jesus Through Mary 
Please join us in praying the rosary to our 
Blessed Mother for her intercession during 

these troubling times: 
Wednesdays 2:30pm @ Gaines 
Thursdays 2:30pm @ Durand 

Also on Tuesdays there is the beautiful 
Scriptural Rosary being prayed at 1:00pm @  

St. Mary’s Gathering Space. 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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Sponsor of the Week 

Riverside Market 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize 
these sponsors, as they make our bulletin possible. 

Also, let them know where you saw it! 

The September 12 bulletin cutoff is Mon., Sep-
tember 6 at noon.  If you missed this deadline, 
your article should run the following weekend.  

Submit to bulletinmj@gmail.com 
If you want to schedule an event 
utilizing a Parish facility, contact 

DCN Wayne using email  
dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 

Jobe Syndrome Seminar 
St. Francis Retreat Center, Dewitt MI 

Saturday September 11, 10:00am – 3:00pm 
Seminar presentation of Deacon Gene Haus-
mann’s new book: 
Jobe Syndrome and Scientific Evidence for the 
Existence of God and Evil. 
The book is written to assist young people, their 
parents and teachers who struggle with reconcil-
ing Science and Religion. Four different lines of 
scientific evidence are presented to demonstrate 
how rational is our faith in God. Registration fee 
is $25, and includes lunch. Register online at 
www.stfrancis.ws or call St. Francis at 517-669-
8321. 

Recruiting Altar/Sacristy Stewards 
If you are looking for a ministry that has no 
meetings or fundraising, and time devoted 
is controlled by you, this ministry is made 
for you! We are looking for people who are 
willing to give one or two hours monthly 
keeping our altar and sacristy vacuumed, 
dusted, etc. Please fill out the form and 
drop it on the collection basket or contact 
me directly.  Thank you!  Mary Ellen 
Rowe, 989-277-9018, me-
gerowe@aol.com 
Name________________ 

Phone number_________________ 

Email________________________ 

Parish Support  
COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND OF  

AUGUST 29, 2021 
Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $2,967.00 
Online donations for Gen Fund 08/23-08/29 $480.00 
Total donations for General Fund………… $3,447.00 
One week budgeted amount for 2021……. $5,519.22* 
Above (Below) budget…..…………………. ($2,072.22) 

Fiscal year to date (July 1 thru August 29, 2021) 
General Fund Donations (Env/Mail/Online) $46,731.50 
Total Budget General Fund July 1-Aug. 29 $49,672.98* 
Above (Below) Budget.……………………. ($2,941.48) 
*Budgeted amount increased to balance our Operating 
budget for FY2022 per SMSJ Finance Council meeting on 
August 10, 2021. 

No Other Collections for August 29, 2021 

RITE OF CHISTIAN INIATION OF ADULTS 
DO  YOU  KNOW  SOMEONE  WHO  IS  INTER-
ESTED  IN  LEARNING  MORE  ABOUT  THE  
CATHOLIC  FAITH? 
ARE  YOU  INTERESTED  IN  GROWING  IN  
YOUR  FAITH? 
RCIA  MAY BE  JUST  WHAT  YOU’RE  LOOK-
ING  FOR… 
Sessions will be starting September 9.  Please Con-
tact Sandy Corrion at 855-271-8434 EXT 7006 or 

email at RCIAsmsj@gmail.com 

The Altar Society would like to say 
Thank You to everyone who donat-
ed baked goods to the Cake Walk.    

The next KofC Council 12186 meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, Sept. 7.  Officer 
meeting will start at 6:30pm.  Regular 
membership meeting starts at 7:00pm 
at the Parish Hall in Gaines. 

Come and play softball! 
The Parish KofC Councils will be hosting a softball 
game at the Gaines Lions Park on Sunday, Sept. 12, 
starting at 1:00pm.  Bring your bats, gloves & lawn 

chairs. 
Beverages, cider, donuts, hot dogs, 
chips & cookies will be provided.  
All are welcome! 


