
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Suzanne LaRocque 

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Faith Formation Director: Teresa Hurd 

Email: ffdsmsj@gmail.com Phone Ext: 7003 
RCIA Leader: Sandra Corrion 

Email: rciasmsj@gmail.com  Phone Ext: 7006 
Youth Group Leader: John Michailo 

Email: ymsmsj@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

For whoever is not 
against us is for us. 
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
The TwenTy-SixTh Sunday in Ordinary 

Time - SepTember 26, 2021 
For whoever is not against us is for 

us. J17 

 For the first time, the leaders of 
the Roman Catholic Church, the East-
ern Orthodox Church and the Anglican 
Communion have jointly warned of the 
urgency of environmental sustainabil-

ity, its impact on poverty, and the importance of 
global cooperation. Pope Francis, Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew, and Archbishop Justin Welby 
urge everyone to play their part in “choosing life for 
the future of the planet." Regardless of where you 
may stand politically on environmental issues, this 
was a historic event in the fact that we see three 
Christian denominations uniting to agree on and 
stand together. United!  

This virtue of unity is by far one of the most 
important teachings we see from Christ through 
most of the gospels, and in fact, it weaves through 
each of our readings today. In our first reading Mo-
ses declares that he needs help providing for the 
many needs of the people. So, he unites 70 of the 
leaders of the community to help serve. Moses re-
alizes that the Spirit goes where it wills and to 
whom it wants go. St. James pleads with us in the 
second reading to be in solidarity with the poor, 
criticizing those who make outcasts of the poor. Do 
not restrict the Spirit’s actions in assisting the poor, 
work with the Spirit.  God sees all his creation as 
equal, each of us carrying the Spirit with us. 

Jesus goes on to encourage His disciples to 
work with those who are doing good, not be jeal-
ous of them. Be happy that they are promoting 
good. Jesus tops all this teaching of unity with a 
warning about the nemesis of unity, sin, and its 
consequences. He even uses exaggerations to 
drive the point of how sin separates us and the ex-
tent we need to go to consciously stop sin that will 
cause further separation. 
As we continue to grow together as one family here 
at SMSJ, we need to be ever vigilant to make eve-
ry effort to work towards the virtue of unity. If you 
are holding onto anger and anxiety from our mer-
ger or changes we have been through over the 
years, your first stop should be to receive God’s 
Mercy in the Sacrament of RE-conciliation (re-
connecting). This is the vaccine we need for the 
discord or division in our family. MERCY from God 

teaches us how we can show mercy towards our 
own family members here at SMSJ. Whoever is 
against us, is not for us and whoever is not against 
us, is for us. You have a great opportunity to over-
come the division, or you can decide to continue it. 
Any hold on division or anger, needs to be plucked 
out to overcome division/sin.      Choose unity! 

 
Faith Formation ~ Sacramental Readiness 

As we prepare to enter this new culture of 
Faith Formation here at SMSJ, we will be explaining 
what this will mean to various age groups within our 
parish family of SMSJ. We will be doing short videos 
and posting them on our Facebook and website 
page for everyone, so you can better understand the 
beauty of Faith Formation and how this exciting new 
adventure involves you and your family. This week 
we will discuss Sacramental Readiness. 

Sacramental Readiness is a way to under-
stand those who are wanting a sacrament, that they 
are understanding and prepared well to receive it. 
Asking, are their hearts and minds ready to receive 
Christ, at their given age level, preparation, and will-
ingness to participate with the guidance and help of 
parents. Readiness should not be tied to an age lev-
el. We each are ready at different times, and ages, 
and NO ONE should ever be forced to receive a 
sacrament because they have hit a certain grade 
level. 

When one has been through the proper prep-
aration and it is time to decide if the time is right, 
then the person to receive a sacrament, the stu-
dents, their parents, and the proper church leaders 
will sit together and decide whether it is time to 
move forward or if more preparation is needed. 

 
 
 

Jack Drenovsky 
Jack has been a member of our parish for over 77 years.  
His love for liturgy has called him to serve as lector, Eu-
charistic minister, and sacristan for our liturgies. He was 
part of the core RCIA team for many years. In his work-
ing career, he was a great social worker and applied that 
working knowledge as an advocate for those seeking an-
nulments over the past years. Jack’s kindness and com-
passion has surrounded our parish family, and we thank 
him for that. Jack has served us in so many ways and 
now after many years of service to SMSJ, Jack spends 
his time with his wonderful wife Riky and his family. He 
is and always will be one of our foundational patriarchs 
of our parish family of SMSJ. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING 
OF  

ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nurs-

ing home. 
Teveza Mavashaj, Terry Oshita, Ellie Har-
rell, Helene Sloan, Linda Carsten, Brian 
Jones, Mike Gentry, Marge Reed, Al 
Proulx, Tony Tuczynski, and Janice Proulx 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the 
prayer list for four (4) weekends, before being re-
moved. If your illness is long term, your name should 
be put on the prayer board in the back of your church.  
St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-6704 or the St. Jo-
seph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women  
in the armed services. 

Please continue to pray for all those that 
have been afflicted with or caring for 
someone with the COVID-19. Also all the 
frontline Doctors, Nurses, EMTs, Police, 
Fire and all those continuing to work at 
Grocery Stores, Pharmacies, Food Banks 
and other essential stores.  Thank you for 
all you do as we continue to pray for you. 

TRIBUTE GIFTS 
As we recognize Donna Cormier and Robin 
Doyle for their many years of dedicated ser-
vice to our parish, we are accepting donations 
for tribute gifts being purchased in their hon-
or.  If you would like further information, you may con-

tact Pam Schaefer at 810-252-5006 or Paul Williamson at the 
parish office, 1-855-288-6704. 

First Friday Adoration & Mass 
Friday, October 1 at Gaines Campus 

Eucharistic Adoration from 2:00-7:00pm 
Confessions from 6:30 -7:00pm 

Mass at 7:15pm 
Devotions: Chaplet of Divine Mercy 3:00pm, 

 Rosary 4:00pm, Scripture Reflection 5:00pm,  
and  at Music 6:00pm 

Signup sheets are in the gathering spaces for  
Adoration 

St. Mary Outreach Food Pantry Volunteers 
Needed: The next food distribution is on 
October 9.  Volunteers are needed for the 
following: Food packaging (packers) will be 
done on SATURDAY morning.  Volunteers, 
please gather at 8:00 in the education 
building.  

Due to the Covid-19 virus, this distribution is to 
occur outside in the parking lot per the Greater 
Lansing Food Banks (GLFB) recommendation.  We 
are trying to keep volunteers to a minimum, so if 
you can volunteer, contact Diane Pelky or Kathy 
Schmidt so we will know that we have the volunteers 
that we need (about 15).   We were a little short of 
workers last distribution, so please consider vol-
unteering.  We do appreciate your calls to let us know 
that you can help out. There will be no picking table or 
baked goods tables.       
For any questions concerning the St. Mary Outreach 
Food Pantry, please contact Diane Pelky at 989-288-
4446 or Kathy Schmidt 517-230-9613 or stmaryfood-
pantry@gmail.com.  

Tuesday October 5, 2021 5:00 - 6:15pm 
The Mother Teresa Group and the 
Gaines Knights of Columbus are 
hosting a Pumpkin Painting/Pizza 
Party for anyone interested (adults 

& kids).  We will have nice sized pumpkins to 
paint or decorate all for free. You can take your decorated 
pumpkin home with you. 
So, Free Pumpkin Painting/decorating, Free Pizza, Free 
Drinks, Free Cookies, It’s A Free For All!! 

Please RSVP by signing up at either cam-
pus with the number of family and or 

friends attending or, calling Pat at  
810-287-0885 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, September 27 - No Mass 
 Zec 8:1-8, Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23, Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday, September 28 - No Mass 
 Scriptural Rosary - 1:00pm 
  Zec 8:20-23, Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7, Lk 9:51-56 

Wednesday, September 29 - No Mass* 
 Rosary - 2:30pm 
 Dn 7:9-10, 13-14, Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5, Jn 1:47-51 
Thursday, September 30 - No Mass* 
 Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12, Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11, Lk 10:1-12 
First Friday, October 1 - Gaines (For more info, see 
below & right) 
 Adoration 2:00pm-7:00pm 
 Mass - 7:15pm - Jennie DeNolf by SMSJ 
 Parishioners 
 Bar 1:15-22, Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9,  Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday, October 2 - Durand 
 Bar 4:5-12, 27-29, Ps 69:33-35, 36-37, Mt 18:1-5, 10 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - Floyd Harbin & family by Michele 
Sunday, October 3 
 Rosary - 8:00am at Gaines 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Bud Pitman & Kevin 
 Dickinson by Cecilia Pitman & Mary Dickinson 
 Mass at Durand - 11:30am  - SMSJ  
 Parishioners 
 Gn 2:18-24, Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6, Heb 2:9-11, Mk 10:2-16 or 
 10:2-12 
*SPECIAL NOTE: There will not be weekday Masses on Sep-
tember 29 & 30 due to the priests in our area meeting with 
Bishop Boyea next week.  Masses are scheduled to resume 
the following week. 
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St. Mary St. Joseph Catholic Community 
Faith Formation News. 

 Our instructional resource materi-
al “The Gospel Weeklies” has arrived and 
parents of Kindergarten through Eighth 
Grade may pick it up on the Family Faith 
Formation table in the gathering space in 
Durand. Look for a large brown envelope 
with your family name on it. 
My apologies to any Gaines families who 
may have to make a trip into Durand for 
pick up.  Since our Faith Formation Fami-

lies often attend Mass at both worship sites and they will 
participate in the program at the Durand site, I have decid-
ed to keep all materials in Durand.  So, do check the Faith 
Formation Table often as there will be other information 
there that will include Adult Faith formation as well 
 At this late date, we still do have some open-
ings on our Catechetical Staff that need to be filled. 
The openings are for a Kindergarten/First Grade Cate-
chist and an Eight/Seventh Grade Catechist.  If God is 
calling you to serve in this area, please contact me by 
phone or email and then pick up and return a Volunteer 
Form from the gathering space. New this year….the time 
commitment is only twice a month, and sessions will in-
volve community building activities such as faith discus-
sions, crafts, games, prayer experiences, etc. that will en-
hance the understanding of the Sunday Gospels.  Parents 
will be the primary educators of their children so with the 
bi-monthly gatherings of the children, it will be more about 
sharing their faith, enjoying and getting to know their 
peers in a spiritual gathering.  So, if you have been hesi-
tant about signing up to assist because you don’t feel 
qualified, ban the thought! The sessions will be relaxed 
and fun, and I promise you a rewarding experience that 
you will enjoy!  
 If you have questions or need clarification about 
our Family Faith Formation experience, please email, call 
or drop by my office. Know that I am here to serve you! 
Blessings on your week! 

 Teresa Hurd 
Faith Formation Director 
(855) 288-6704 , ext. 7003 

ffdsmsj@gmail.com 

Knitting Hands Ministry 
2021-2022 Meeting Dates 

All meetings are held in the Education 
Building, at the Durand Location.   

(CLIP AND SAVE!) 
Wed. 7-8:30pm  Thurs. 1-2:30pm 

Sept 22-23 
Oct 6-7 

Oct 20-21 
Nov 3-4 

Nov 17-18 
Dec 1-2 

Dec 15-16 
Jan 12-13 

Jan 26-27 
Feb 9-10 

Feb 23-24 
Mar 9-10 

Mar 23-24 
Apr 6-7 

Apr 20-21 
May 4-5  

High School Youth Group 
News 

 "Faith - Live it, Grow it!"   
Our first SMSJYG session will 
be Sunday October 3, 10:00am 
to 11:15am in the Fr. Hay Edu-

cation Building at our  Durand Campus.  We are still look-
ing for donations of gently used sofas, bean chairs & oth-
er comfort furniture. Please contact me if you have some-
thing to donate to our kids.  

Confirmation Preparation  News 
Confirmation Preparation for students in grade 8 and 9 
will meet the 2nd Sunday of each month beginning Octo-
ber 10, from 10:00am to 11:15am in the Fr. Hay Educa-
tion Building at our Durand Campus.  Please read our 
new Sacramental Readiness Policy which can be ac-
cessed on the SMSJ website as well as the SMSJ Face-
book page.  
God's Abundant Blessings!  
John Michailo 
High School Youth Group Minister 
Confirmation Preparation Coordinator 
(855)288-6704, ext. 7013 
ymsmsj@gmail.com 

RED MASS 2021  The Diocese of Lansing An-
nual Red Mass will be held at St. Mary Cathedral, 
Tuesday, October 5, 2021 at 5:15pm.  A dinner 
reception will immediately follow.  All Judges, 
Lawyers, Law Students and interested persons 
are invited.  Contact Diane Arzberger 517-402-
1562 or lclguild@gmail.com to reserve a 
spot.  RSVP deadline is October 1.  Richard 
Thompson, will be presented the prestigious 
Thomas More Award.  As President & Chief 
Counsel at the Thomas More Law Center, Mr. 
Thompson , directs a highly professional and ag-
gressive team of lawyers dedicated to the defense 
and promotion of the religious liberty of Chris-
tians, time-honored family values, the sanctity of 
human life, a strong national defense and an in-
dependent and sovereign United States of Ameri-
ca. 

Due to rain potential, Gaines KofC Council 
12186 postponed the Parish 
Cemetery grass trimming 
event from last week to this 

coming  Tuesday, Sept. 28, starting 
at 5:00pm.  Please bring your grass 
trimmer.  Hot dogs, chips, beverag-
es & cookies will be provided.  All 
parishioners & family members are invited.  Please 
mark your calendar. Thank you, and God Bless! 
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Sponsor of the Week 

Fast Eddies Carwash/Oil Change 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize the-
se sponsors, as they make our bulletin possible. Also, 

let them know where you saw it! 

The October 3 bulletin cutoff is Mon., September 27 at 
noon.  If you missed this deadline, your article should run the 

following weekend.  Submit to  
bulletinmj@gmail.com 

If you want to schedule an event utilizing a 
Parish facility, contact DCN Wayne using 

email  
dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 

Parish Support  
COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND OF  

SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 
Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $3,912.00 
Online donations for Gen Fund 09/12-09/19 $995.00 
Total donations for General Fund………… $4,907.00 
One week budgeted amount for 2021……. $5,519.22* 
Above (Below) budget…..…………………. ($612.22) 

Fiscal year to date (July 1 thru September 19, 
2021) 

General Fund Donations (Env/Mail/Online) $63,843.30 
Total Budget General Fund July 1-Sept 19 $66,230.64 
Above (Below) Budget.……………………. ($2,387.34) 

Other Collections for Sept. 19, 2021(Combined) 
Other Misc. Collections: 
 Outreach…………………………………... $374.00 
 Faith Formation…………...……………… $10,084.00 
 Hurricane Ida……..………………………. $587.00 
 Altar Society………………………………. $20.00 
 Help Spread the Faith……………………. $15.00 

2021 MICHIGAN CATHOLIC  
WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 

All are cordially invited to attend the First Annual 
Michigan Catholic Women’s Conference being held 
on Saturday, October 16, 2021 from 9:00am until 
5:00pm at the Lansing Center.  The conference theme is 
“Outpouring:  God’s Love - Our Hearts.”  Speakers in-
clude:  Sheri Wolfert, Kelly Wahlquist, Father Adam 
Maher and Father Joe Krupp, with Bishop Boyea from 
Lansing and Bishop Gruss from Saginaw joining us to 
preside at Mass.  The day will include lunch, shopping, 
music, prayer ministry, Adoration, and the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation.  Please join together with your sis-
ters, daughters, friends, and women from across the 
State of Michigan to experience the love Christ brings 
to us as we journey through this life.  For more infor-
mation and to register, please visit 
www.MichiganCWC.org 

SMSJ Parish Diehl’s Orchard and Cider Mill - Corn 
Maze Outing - Sunday October 24 

This trip is open to all 
ages.    Anyone age 
15 years or younger 
MUST be accompa-
nied by an adult at 
all times.    Admis-
sion:  Age 6+: $7, 

Children ages 4-5: $3,  Children 3 and under: 
FREE!.   This is a cash only event payable upon reg-
istration which is due Sunday, October 17.  Money 
and registration forms should be placed in an enve-
lope labeled Corn Maze and placed into the collec-
tion basket. 
Students in grades K -12 MUST complete and turn in a 
Permission Form located in the gathering space and 
also available on the SMSJ website / SMSJ Facebook 
page or through the QR code below.  Adults willing to 
transport youth / Chaperone please 
fill out a Chaperone Form located in 
the gathering space and also availa-
ble on the SMSJ website / SMSJ 
Facebook page or by using the QR 
Code below.  We will depart from 
SMSJ Durand Campus at 1:00pm 
and Caravan to Holly.   We will plan 
to return to SMSJ  Durand Campus 
at 6:00pm. 

Food Distribution: The next St. Mary Outreach 
Food Pantry distribution will take place on Oc-
tober 9.  We will be taking appointments on 
September 27 – October 1 Monday- Friday 

from 9:00am - 5:00pm. For an ap-
pointment, call St. Mary Church 
at (855)-288-6704 ext. = 7017 and 
follow the instructions on the an-
swering service. This distribution 
is to occur outside in the park-
ing lot per the Greater Lansing 

Food Banks (GLFB) recommenda-
tion.  Please stay in your vehicle. The food 
and paperwork will be brought to your vehi-
cle. Food will be placed in your trunk/
hatchback, so please make room. Proof of 
Residency: Bring either a gov’t-issued Id and/or 
mail with your address. Restrooms will NOT be 
available.. To receive food, you must have an 
appointment and live in the following areas: 
Bancroft, Byron, Corunna, Durand, Gaines, 
Lennon or Vernon. The distribution will take 
place at the St. Mary Education Building, 700 
Columbia Dr., Durand. "This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider."  


