
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Suzanne LaRocque 

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Faith Formation Director: Teresa Hurd 

Email: ffdsmsj@gmail.com Phone Ext: 7003 
RCIA Leader: Sandra Corrion 

Email: rciasmsj@gmail.com  Phone Ext: 7006 
Youth Group Leader: John Michailo 

Email: ymsmsj@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

Therefore, what God has 
joined together, no hu-
man being must sepa-

rate.". J7 
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
The TwenTy-SevenTh Sunday in Ordinary 

Time - OcTOber 3, 2021 
Therefore, what God has joined 
together, no human being must 

separate.". J7 
 

 In the creation story, after each 
time god makes and creates something 
profound, he says, “It is Good”. Then he 

creates man. God sees the loneliness of man and 
then states, “it is NOT GOOD for man to be alone.” 
Truer words have never been spoken. For a split-
second, think about the times you sin. Were you 
alone? Being all by yourself, opens the door for no 
accountability. When alone, there is no one else to 
consider, thoughts can easily become selfish. No 
accountability, and selfishness is a recipe for disas-
ter. So, God makes man a mate, and he sees that it 
is so good. He then places a strict order that, “what 
God has joined together, no human being must sep-
arate.” 
 What are we to do with this in a world where 
divorce rates in our country are running above 50%? 
More than half of marriages end in divorce. Man 
separating what God has joined together is not 
good. The Catholic Church takes this very seriously, 
and in the past 25 years taken concrete steps to 
help those preparing for a lifelong commitment to 
matrimony. We now will walk with engaged couples 
for a long period mentoring them to understand each 
other better, to understand their commonalities and 
open up discussions on important items of marriage 
like children, money, extended families, beliefs, on 
major issues that are very real in a marriage rela-
tionship. How to truly listen to one each other. Link-
ing them up with an experienced, holy, faithful, mar-
ried couple to mentor them before, during, and after 
the wedding. The Church’s goal is to help those to 
be married understand and commit to this as a life-
long commitment.   

The Catholic Church looks at every single 
marriage, civil and sacramental, as sacred, because 
we are human and sometimes fail. If a marriage 
fails, the Church doesn’t just abandon people who 
are suffering. It has a process of healing for those 
who are divorced, those who have a marriage that 
has broken down, and brings hope and healing 
through this process. As you can imagine, this is 
hard work. Healing a broken marriage can be as 
painful as healing from open heart surgery. It takes 
time, reflection, and patience.   
 If you have suffered from a divorce and would 
like to talk things over in confidence, please let me 

or Fr. Bill know, and we will walk with you to bring 
healing.

Faith Formation ~ Youth Ministry/Confirmation 
Prep 

As we prepare to enter this new culture of 
Faith Formation here at SMSJ, we will be explaining 
what this will mean to various age groups within our 
parish family of SMSJ. We will be doing short videos 
and posting them on our Facebook and website 
page for everyone, so you can better understand the 
beauty of Faith Formation and how this exciting new 
adventure involves you and your family. This week 
we will discuss Youth Ministry and Confirmation 
Prep. 

We are very excited to start up Youth Ministry 
again here at SMSJ. John Michalo is our new YM 
leader and has a great plan for those participating. 
YM will be open to all high school age children to 
form their faith and build community among them. In 
our world where we are isolated by electronics and 
become lonely, a chance to form our faith and build 
community with their peers is paramount. 

John will also be leading up our 2-year Con-
firmation Prep starting in 8th grade and coming to 
completion in 9th grade, with sacramental readiness 
as foundational for those receiving Confirmation. 
This move to 8/9th grade has been established to 
build a bridge from Confirmation Prep to Youth Min-
istry, providing continuity for this group in leadership 
and community. We will be looking to our adult min-
istries to provided encouragement, support, and in-
volvement to build a firm foundation for our youth to 
be deeply connected and encourage them to take 
on important roles in our SMSJ parish family. 

Tuesday October 5, 2021 5:00 - 6:15pm 
The Mother Teresa Group and the Gaines Knights 
of Columbus are hosting a Pumpkin Painting/Pizza 
Party for anyone interested (adults & kids).  Held at 

the Gaines Campus gathering 
space. We will have nice 
sized pumpkins to paint or 
decorate all for free. You can 
take your decorated pumpkin 

home with you. 
So, Free Pumpkin Painting/decorating, Free Pizza, 
Free Drinks, Free Cookies, It’s A Free For All!! 

Please RSVP by signing up at either campus with 
the number of family and or friends 

attending or, calling Pat at  
810-287-0885 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING 
OF  

ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nurs-

ing home. 
Cullan Lampkin, Jay & Jenny Kekel, Lau-
retta Bradley, Teveza Mavashaj, Terry 
Oshita, Ellie Harrell, Helene Sloan, Linda 
Carsten, Brian Jones, Marge Reed, Al 
Proulx, Tony Tuczynski, and Janice Proulx 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the 
prayer list for four (4) weekends, before being re-
moved. If your illness is long term, your name should 
be put on the prayer board in the back of your church.  
St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-6704 or the St. Jo-
seph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women  
in the armed services. 

Please continue to pray for all those that 
have been afflicted with or caring for some-
one with the COVID-19. Also all the front-
line Doctors, Nurses, EMTs, Police, Fire 
and all those continuing to work at Grocery 
Stores, Pharmacies, Food Banks and other 
essential stores.  Thank you for all you do 
as we continue to pray for you. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, October 4 - No Mass 
 Jon 1:1–2:1-2, 11, Ps Jonah 2:3, 4, 5, 8, Lk 10:25-37 
Tuesday, October 5 - No Mass 
 Scriptural Rosary - 1:00pm 
  Jon 3:1-10, Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, Lk 10:38-42 

Wednesday, October 6 - Gaines 
 No Adoration 
 Mass - 8:30am - James Seidel by Deanna Seidel 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 Rosary - 2:30pm 
 Jon 4:1-11, Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10, Lk 11:1-4 
Thursday, October 7 - Durand 
 Mass - 8:30am - Delores & Wesley Combs by 
 Tim Trebtoske 
 Rosary - 2:30pm 
 Mal 3:13-20b, Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6, Lk 11:5-13 
Friday, October 8 - No Mass 
 Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2, Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9, Lk 11:15-26 
Saturday, October 9 - Durand 
 Jl 4:12-21, Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12, Lk 11:27-28 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - SMSJ Parishioners 
Sunday, October 10 
 Rosary - 8:00am at Gaines 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Dennis Joseph Gross 
 Sr. by Trish Baggett 
 Mass at Durand - 11:30am  - Timothy St. John 
 by the Guzniczak family 
 Wis 7:7-11, Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17, Heb 4:12-13, Mk 
 10:17-30 or 10:17-27 

TRIBUTE GIFTS 
As we recognize Donna Cormier and 
Robin Doyle for their many years of 
dedicated service to our parish, we are 
accepting donations for tribute gifts being pur-

chased in their honor.  If you would like further infor-
mation, you may contact Pam Schaefer at 810-252-5006 
or Paul Williamson at the parish office, 1-855-288-6704. 

St. Mary Outreach Food Pantry Volunteers Needed: 
The next food distribution is on October 9.  Volunteers 
are needed for the following: Food packaging (packers) 
will be done on SATURDAY morning.  Volunteers, 

please gather at 8:00 in the education build-
ing.  
Due to the Covid-19 virus, this distribu-
tion is to occur outside in the parking lot 
per the Greater Lansing Food Banks 
(GLFB) recommendation.  We are trying 
to keep volunteers to a minimum, so if 

you can volunteer, contact Diane Pelky or Kathy 
Schmidt so we will know that we have the volunteers 
that we need (about 15).   We were a little short of 
workers last distribution, so please consider volun-
teering.  We do appreciate your calls to let us know 
that you can help out. There will be no picking table or 
baked goods tables.       
For any questions concerning the St. Mary Outreach 
Food Pantry, please contact Diane Pelky at 989-288-
4446 or Kathy Schmidt 517-230-9613 or stmaryfood-
pantry@gmail.com.  

2021 MICHIGAN CATHOLIC  
WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 

All are cordially invited to attend the First Annual 
Michigan Catholic Women’s Conference being held 
on Saturday, October 16, 2021 from 9:00am until 
5:00pm at the Lansing Center.  The conference theme is 
“Outpouring:  God’s Love - Our Hearts.”  Speakers in-
clude:  Sheri Wolfert, Kelly Wahlquist, Father Adam 
Maher and Father Joe Krupp, with Bishop Boyea from 
Lansing and Bishop Gruss from Saginaw joining us to 
preside at Mass.  The day will include lunch, shopping, 
music, prayer ministry, Adoration, and the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation.  Please join together with your sis-
ters, daughters, friends, and women from across the 
State of Michigan to experience the love Christ brings 
to us as we journey through this life.  For more infor-
mation and to register, please visit 
www.MichiganCWC.org 
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St. Mary St. Joseph Catholic Community 
Faith Formation News. 

 And so it begins! Our new 
Family Faith Formation program has 
begun! Last week, parents in our pro-
gram interacted with their children to 
complete their first Gospel Weekly 
lesson at home. This Sunday, the 
families will gather at 10:00am in the 
Durand church basement to share 
and discuss what was learned that 

week.  The children will then be dismissed to their 
classroom in the Education building to discuss this 
week’s Gospel reading as well as engage in some 
fun faith filled activities with their peers. The parents 
will then gather as a small group faith community and 
share with one another their experience with at home 
faith instruction.  Catechetical leaders will be there to 
support them and also share some Adult Faith For-
mation that will help guide them on their own faith 
journey. 
 As this new program year begins, we ask you 
to pray for the success of this endeavor. Please join 
us in this prayer of petition to one of our patron 
saints: St. Joseph. 
 Dear St. Joseph, as you rest in the Lord, 
confident in his absolute power and goodness, 
look upon our family of SMSJ Parish as we ask 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Intercede for us 
as we take this journey of changing culture of em-
bracing our faith in God, while moving towards 
Parish-wide Faith Formation.  Please take our de-
sire for this into your heart, dream of it, and pre-
sent it to your Son.  Help us then, good St. Jo-
seph, to hear the voice of God, to arise, and to act 
with love. Amen! 

 Teresa Hurd 
Faith Formation Director 
(855) 288-6704 , ext. 7003 

ffdsmsj@gmail.com 

High School Youth Group 
News 

 "Faith - Live it, Grow it!"   
Our first SMSJYG session will 
be Sunday October 3, 10:00am 
to 11:15am in the Fr. Hay Edu-

cation Building at our  Durand Campus.  We are still look-
ing for donations of gently used sofas, bean chairs & oth-
er comfort furniture. Please contact me if you have some-
thing to donate to our kids.  

Confirmation Preparation  News 
Confirmation Preparation for students in grade 8 and 9 
will meet the 2nd Sunday of each month beginning Octo-
ber 10, from 10:00am to 11:15am in the Fr. Hay Educa-
tion Building at our Durand Campus.  Please read our 
new Sacramental Readiness Policy which can be ac-
cessed on the SMSJ website as well as the SMSJ Face-
book page.  
God's Abundant Blessings!  
John Michailo 
High School Youth Group Minister 
Confirmation Preparation Coordinator 
(855)288-6704, ext. 7013 
ymsmsj@gmail.com 

Recruiting Altar/Sacristy Stewards 
If you are looking for a ministry that has no 
meetings or fundraising, and time devoted is 
controlled by you, this ministry is made for 
you! We are looking for people who are will-
ing to give one or two hours monthly keeping 
our altar and sacristy vacuumed, dusted, 
etc. Please fill out the form and drop it on the 
collection basket or contact me directly.  
Thank you!  Mary Ellen Rowe, 989-277-
9018, megerowe@aol.com 
Name________________ 

Phone number_________________ 

Email________________________ 

WHM Announcement 
Working Hands Ministry has started back 
up for the 2021-2022 year. For those of 
you who could not make our first meeting-

-We have been asked if we can make hats, scarves, 
& mittens to benefit Childhood Cancer-Maggie's 
Wigs for Kids.  Caron Simply Soft yarn has to be 
used due to the children's sensitive skin. We have 
also been asked to partner with the Rosary group to 
sponsor First Friday Adoration in January. I hope 
to see everyone at the next meeting on either Octo-
ber 6 or 7. All are welcome to join us.  For more 
information you can call 989-445-0500 or 989-743-
5379 

RED MASS 2021  The Diocese of Lansing Annual 
Red Mass will be held at St. Mary Cathedral, Tuesday, 
October 5, 2021 at 5:15pm.  A dinner reception will 
immediately follow.  All Judges, Lawyers, Law Stu-
dents and interested persons are invited.  Contact Di-
ane Arzberger 517-402-1562 or lclguild@gmail.com to 
reserve a spot.  RSVP deadline is October 1.  Richard 
Thompson, will be presented the prestigious Thomas 
More Award.  As President & Chief Counsel at the 
Thomas More Law Center, Mr. Thompson , directs a 
highly professional and aggressive team of lawyers 
dedicated to the defense and promotion of the reli-
gious liberty of Christians, time-honored family val-
ues, the sanctity of human life, a strong national de-
fense and an independent and sovereign United States 
of America. 
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Sponsor of the Week 

Durand Meat Processing, Inc. 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize the-
se sponsors, as they make our bulletin possible. Also, 

let them know where you saw it! 

The October 10 bulletin cutoff is Mon., October 4 at noon.  If 
you missed this deadline, your article should run the following 

weekend.  Submit to  
bulletinmj@gmail.com 

If you want to schedule an event utilizing a 
Parish facility, contact DCN Wayne using 

email  
dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 

Parish Support  
COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND OF  

SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 
Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $3,610.00 
Online donations for Gen Fund 09/20-09/26 $560.00 
Total donations for General Fund………… $4,170.00 
One week budgeted amount for 2021……. $5,519.22 
Above (Below) budget…..…………………. ($1,349.22) 

Fiscal year to date (July 1 thru Sept. 26, 2021) 
General Fund Donations (Env/Mail/Online) $68.013.30 
Total Budget General Fund July 1-Sept 26 $71,749.86 
Above (Below) Budget.……………………. ($3,736.56) 

Other Collections for Sept. 26, 2021(Combined) 
Other Misc. Collections: 
 Outreach…………………………………... $125.00 
 Faith Formation…………...……………… $60.00 
 Help Spread the Faith…………………… $124.00 
 Catholic Relief…….………………………. $20.00 
 Candle Donations…..……………………. $106.12 

SMSJ Parish Diehl’s Orchard and Cider Mill 
- Corn Maze Outing - Sunday October 24 

This trip is open to 
all ages.    Any-
one age 15 years 
or younger MUST 
be accompanied 
by an adult at all 

times.    Admission:  Age 6+: $7, Children ag-
es 4-5: $3,  Children 3 and under: 
FREE!.   This is a cash only event payable 
upon registration which is due Sunday, Oc-
tober 17.  Money and registration forms 
should be placed in an envelope labeled 
Corn Maze and placed into the collection 
basket. 
Students in grades K -12 
MUST complete and turn in a 
Permission Form located in 
the gathering space and also 
available on the SMSJ web-
site / SMSJ Facebook page or 
through the QR code be-
low.  Adults willing to transport 
youth / Chaperone please fill out a Chaperone 
Form located in the gathering space and also 
available on the SMSJ website / SMSJ Face-
book page or by using the QR Code be-
low.  We will depart from SMSJ Durand Cam-
pus at 1:00pm and Caravan to Holly.   We will 
plan to return to SMSJ  Durand Campus at 
6:00pm. 

St. Francis Retreat Center,  
DeWitt MI  

Upcoming Events 
October 18 - The Life of St. Therese of Lisieux 
One Day Retreat 
October 22-24 - Co-Ed Weekend Retreat 
October 30 - Continuing the Journey: Bringing the 
Light Out of Darkness 
November 12-14 - Women's Weekend Retreat 
November 12 - All Saints and All Souls One Day 
Retreat 
November 13 - One Day Marriage Retreat 
November 19-21 - DOL Confirmation Retreat 
December 3-5 - Married Couples Weekend 
Visit www.stfrancis.ws or call 517-669-8321 for 

more information or to register.  

Relationships Matter 
All relationships are important!  Our relation-
ships with others bring us closer to our rela-

tionship with God!  
 And Getting together is FUN!  

Our October gathering will be STOP THE 
BUS and Ham!!  

If you have never played it, it’s a simple 3 card 
game and easy to learn! 

Come join us! 
October 16 at 6:30pm  

At our Gaines Gathering 
Space 

Sign up for anything that 
goes with ham, or des-

sert! 
See ya there!! 


