
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Sandy Bensinger 

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Faith Formation Director: Teresa Hurd 

Email: ffdsmsj@gmail.com Phone Ext: 7003 
RCIA Leader: Sandra Corrion 

Email: rciasmsj@gmail.com  Phone Ext: 7006 
Youth Group Leader: John Michailo 

Email: ymsmsj@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

A widow was there gathering sticks; 
(Elijah) called out to her, “Please 

bring me a small cupful of water to 
drink.” She left to get it, and he 

called out after her, “Please bring 
along a crust of bread.”  1 Kings17:10-11 
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
The ThirTy-Second Sunday in ordinary Time -  

november 7, 2021 
A widow was there gathering sticks; 

(Elijah) called out to her, “Please bring 
me a small cupful of water to drink.” 

She left to get it, and he called out af-
ter her, “Please bring along a crust of 

bread.”  1 Kings17:10-11 

 Water and bread, two very small things to 
ask for. In our daily lives, we may not even give 
these two things a thought. My wife and I will have 
a discussion. She will normally call me wherever 
I’m at and say, “I’m going to the store to buy our 
groceries for the next few weeks, do you have any 
preferences for dinners and is there anything spe-
cific you need?” Sadly, most times, I am going 
through the daily grind, and I just say, “whatever 
you want is fine with me.” I don’t believe I’ve ever 
said, “make sure to bring back bread and water for 
us,” because I assume that these are always there. 

As I sit here with my warm cup of coffee and 
toast and contemplate this story of the widow gath-
ering sticks for her last meal before she and her 
son die, I realize, thankfully, that we have never 
been in that scenario where there is so little food in 
our cupboards that it would be our very last meal to 
prepare before we die for lack of food. Imagine 
looking at your very last bite of bread and drink of 
water, knowing that when it’s gone, you are gone. 

This story should remind us of how blest we 
are that God provides for us, and to understand 
that there are some of our brothers and sisters in 
this world that are facing that exact scenario. Most 
of us go through our life never having to contem-
plate the lack of something to the point of death. 
We also would do well to spend some time thinking 
about the small things in life, like water and bread, 
and just how precious these things are to each of 
us.  

We come here to Mass week after week for 
as many reasons as there are people in the pews. 
Some come to see who is here this week, and 
catch up on some conversation before and after 
Mass. Some come to hear the beautiful music or 
participate in the singing. Some come to listen to 
the Holy Word of God, some are coming to be in-
spired by a good homily, and some come to re-
ceive the wine and the bread that becomes the 
Body, Blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ. All 
good reasons to come and participate in the Mass. 
But, I wonder how many have thought about why 

the Almighty God presents Himself to us in the 
smallest of all these things, the bread and wine? 

Something so small as bread and wine that 
once consumed, dissolves without any physical 
trace afterwards. There is much to be contemplat-
ed here because the Holy Eucharist is so complex 
and yet from the simplest of things, bread and 
wine. God presents Himself to us to consider His 
greatness even in the smallest of items. This may 
be because He has such great compassion that in 
all His Glory we would collapse and die if He pre-
sented Himself fully. And so, it is our privilege and 
duty to come as he has called us, to fully partici-
pate and appreciate Him in the smallest of things 
and see His Greatness in them.  
We see another widow in the gospel today who 
gave “out of poverty” giving all she had, her whole 
livelihood, knowing that God cannot be “out given.” 
When we joyfully give of our time, talents, and 
treasures to Him, God always comes back with 
more than we can imagine. God wants all of you, 
not to hold anything back for yourself. He wants 
you to go “all in” because He went all in for you. 
When you go “all in,” do it out of joy and love for 
God, not out of obligation. When you give out of 
obligation, you are still holding something back- 
Your heart.  

   

 
 

 
Paul Johnston 

Paul has been part of our parish family for more than 
20 years. Paul has shared many of his talents with our 
parish. Paul has been an active leader of SMSJ as lec-
tor, Parish Council member, Leadership Team member, 
K of C, is now an important part of our RCIA team. He 
is an intricate part of Relationships Matter team, and 
has been known to mow lawns, clean windows, clean, 
strip and wax floors at our facilities. He and Karrie, his 
wife, help with Marriage Prep as well. Paul has had an 
amazing career as a youth clinical social worker and 
now retired. Thanks for sharing your gifts and talents 
with our parish family Paul.  

Knights of Columbus - Gaines Council 
12186 

Knight of the Month for October 2021 
SK Jerry Reed 

Family of the Month for October 2021 
SK Jerry and Lady Marge Reed 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING 
OF  

ST. MARY & ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nurs-

ing home. 
Christine Jablonski, Randy Burke, Ryan 
Bohman, Joe Lezovich, Lisa Terry, Gage 
Sweet, Eugene Robinson, Mary Dickinson, 
Marge Reed, Al Proulx, Tony Tuczynski, 
and Janice Proulx 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the 
prayer list for four (4) weekends, before being re-
moved. If your illness is long term, your name should 
be put on the prayer board in the back of your church.  
St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-6704 or the St. Jo-
seph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women  
in the armed services. 

Please continue to pray for all those that 
have been afflicted with or caring for some-
one with the COVID-19. Also all the front-
line Doctors, Nurses, EMTs, Police, Fire 
and all those continuing to work at Grocery 
Stores, Pharmacies, Food Banks and other 
essential stores.  Thank you for all you do 

as we continue to pray for you. 

St Mary and St Joseph shirts and sweatshirts are 
on sale.  See the displays in both gathering spac-
es.  All profits go to support our parish Religious For-
mation Programs.  Order forms should be filled out, put 
in an envelope with payment and dropped in the collec-
tion baskets.  Any questions call Sandy 989-721-7847. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, November 8 - No Mass 
 Wis 1:1-7, Ps 139:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10, Lk 17:1-6 
Tuesday, November 9 - No Mass 
 Scriptural Rosary - 1:00pm 
  Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12, Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9, 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-
 17, Jn 2:13-22 

Wednesday, November 10 - Gaines 
 Adoration - 7:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - Kathy Root by Jacqueline Elford 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 Rosary - 2:30pm 
 Wis 6:1-11, Ps 82:3-4, 6-7, Lk 17:11-19 
Thursday, November 11 - Durand 
 Mass - 8:30am - Mitch Nations by the Nations 
 Family 
 Rosary - 2:30pm 
 Wis 7:22b–8:1, Ps 119:89, 90, 91, 130, 135, 175, Lk 17:20-
 25 
Friday, November 12 - No Mass 
 Wis 13:1-9, Ps 19:2-3, 4-5ab, Lk 17:26-37 
Saturday,  November 13 - The Knights from Du-
rand & Gaines will honor our risen Knights* 
 Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9, Ps 105:2-3, 36-37, 42-43, Lk 18:1-8 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - SMSJ Parishioners 
Sunday, November 14 
 Rosary - 8:00am at Gaines 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Aaron David  
 Ferguson by Ronda Roach 
 Mass at Durand - 11:30am  - Jerome and  
 Georgeana Gavin by Georgeana Gavin 
 Dn 12:1-3, Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11, Heb 10:11-14, 18, Mk 13:24-
 32 
*SPECIAL NOTE: Following will be snacks and fel-
lowship.  All are welcome. 

Altar servers and Eucharistic Minis-
ters will be needed at the Masses.  If 
you are interested in being an altar 
server or Eucharistic Minis-
ter, please see Deacon Greg after 
Mass for more information and train-
ing. 

Ushers and Greeters 
Now that we are taking up our collection during 
the preparation of the gifts at our Durand campus, 
we are looking to recruit some more volunteers to 
help with the collection for both the 5.00 p.m. and 
11.30 a.m. masses.   This also applies to greeters 
as well.  If you are interested in becoming or are 
already an Usher or a Greeter, please contact the 
Durand office so we can get you on the schedule. 
Thank you. 

Excerpts from God in the Diary of Saint Sister Maria 
Faustina (Diary, 1665)  

You see My mercy for sinners, which at this 
moment is revealing itself in all its power.  See 
how little you have written about it; it is only a 
single drop.  Do what is in your power, so that 
sinners may come to know My goodness. 

Time change reminder… 
Don’t forget to turn your clocks back 
(spring forward, fall back) Saturday, Nov. 
6 before bed. 

The Durand Campus will be having 
an Angel Tree this year. The tree will 
be set up in the gathering space by 
the first weekend in December. If you 
would like help or know someone 
who does, please contact Becky 

Landris at 989-288-6265, or via email at 
becky.landris@gmail.com 
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St. Mary St. Joseph Catholic Community 
Faith Formation News. 
 This month we celebrate All 
Saints Day. Do we have saints in the mak-
ing today? Our Second/Third Grade Cate-
chist Linda Yanta thinks so.  She wrote an 
awesome newsletter to the parents of her 
class and I was so struck by its content and 
insight I asked permission to relate por-
tions of it here so others would have the 
opportunity to learn from it. It went like 

this…… 
This week, our theme for learning was all about 

Saints. Yes, we learned about some specific Saints but, 
more importantly, we learned that God calls us to be 
Saints. How does one become a Saint? It’s quite simple in 
theory. All one must do is say, “Yes!” to God. Sometimes it 
is so easy to say yes to God. Clean my room? Sure, no 
problem! I can say yes to God and show God’s love to my 
mom and dad by doing what they ask—or even doing it 
before they ask! Share my toys with brother and/or sister? 
Too easy! I can show them God’s love in action.   
But we learned that there is a difficult side to saying yes to 
God. What if there is a student in your class that everyone 
makes fun of? Maybe this person doesn’t learn as quickly 
as others. Maybe this person’s clothes are dirty, and they 
don’t smell so good. Maybe this person isn’t good at sports 
or maybe they are very shy and quiet. Then you hear the 
still, small voice in your heart that says, “Go ahead… Ask 
him or her if they want to play at recess. Sit by this person 
in class and help him or her with their schoolwork. Walk 
him or her to the bus so that no one will tease him or her.” 
Saying yes to God may be difficult in this situation. What 
if your classmates start making fun of you? What if they 
won’t play with you anymore?   

God wants us to be Saints. Sometimes it’s easy to 
say yes to Him, and sometimes it is very difficult. Today we 
learned that sometimes we will fail—we’ll mess up and say 
no to God. Will God stop loving us if we mess up? Never! 
God wants us to be Saints, and he knows that we will fall 
short at times. That’s why he sends the Holy Spirit, our 
helper. If we listen with our heart, the Holy Spirit will 
guide us and teach us how to say yes to God. And God will 
continue to love us, no matter what. 

Thank you Linda for sharing such a heartfelt and 
spiritual message with you class, and now to everyone else! 

Blessings on your week!   
Teresa Hurd, Faith Formation Director 

(855) 288-6704 , ext. 7003 
ffdsmsj@gmail.com 

High School Youth Group 
News 

Oh When the Saints come 
marching in...At our next 
SMSJ YG (11/21) we will be 

exploring The Saints.  Please bring a cell phone if 
possible  as we will be researching Saints that are 
patrons of things relevant to you.  "Holy Mother of 
Acceleration, please don't fail us now!"  
My invitation still stands to all teens from our par-
ish that attend Luke M. Powers and Lansing Cath-
olic Central High Schools to come share your faith 
experiences with us.  Please consider helping oth-
er teens in your parish grow into a deeper relation-
ship with Christ!   Tell a friend, bring a friend.  See 
you there!   

Confirmation Preparation  News 
Confirmation Prep meets the 2nd Sunday of each 
month at 10:00am in the Fr. Hay Education Build-
ing in Durand.   Students should be receiving their 
2nd edition of Gifted With The Spirit in the mail for 
our next Confirmation Preparation Session on 
11/14. Please read through each section and be 
ready to engage in our discussions. 
There will be a parent meeting on November 7 
in the SMSJ Durand Parish Hall after the 
11:30am Mass.  Please plan to attend.  

God's Abundant Blessings!  
John Michailo 

High School Youth Group Minister 
Confirmation Preparation Coordinator 

(855)288-6704, ext. 7013 
ymsmsj@gmail.com 

We are planning on starting a Faith 
Formation Pre-school class. This 
class will meet on the same Sundays 
as the older children. If interested, 
please pick up a registration packet 

in the gathering space at both Gaines and Durand 
and return to the Durand parish office ASAP.  

Relationships Matter 
All relationships are important!  
Our relationships with others 
bring us closer to our relationship 
with God!   And Getting together 

is FUN!  Our November gathering will be Hot 
Dogs and Bunko!!   If you have never played 
it, it’s simple and easy to learn! 
Come join us on November 20 at 6:30pm at 
our Gaines Campus Gathering Space.  Signup 
for anything that goes with Hot Dogs, or des-
sert!  See ya there!! 

Thank you to all those that par-
ticipated in the Trunk  or Treat 
at the Durand Campus on Sun-
day, Oct. 31.  It was greatly ap-

preciated. 
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If you have been part of our parish 
family joining on our liturgies and oth-
er services and found this to be your 
"home" parish, we are encouraging 
you to please register at our parish. 

By registering, we can make sure we have your 
contact info to get you important mailings and 
keep you informed. Registering also provides us 
with important information on how we can better 
serve you in your sacramental needs. If you are 
not registered, please consider filling out a regis-
tration form we have in our gathering spaces or 
contact either of our offices and we can get one 
to you. 

The Thirty-Second Sunday in  
Ordinary Time Prayer… 

…Almighty and merciful God, 
graciously keep from us all ad-
versity, so that, unhindered in 
mind and body alike, we may 
pursue in freedom of heart the 
things that are yours. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever.   Amen. 

Sponsor of the Week 

Catholicmatch.com/goMI 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize the-
se sponsors, as they make our bulletin possible. Also, 

let them know where you saw it! 

The November 14 bulletin cutoff is Mon., November 8 at 
noon.  If you missed this deadline, your article should run the 

following weekend.  Submit to  
bulletinmj@gmail.com 

If you want to schedule an event utilizing a 
Parish facility, contact DCN Wayne using 

email  
dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 

Parish Support  

St. Francis Retreat Center,  
DeWitt MI  

Upcoming Events 
November 12-14 - Women's Weekend Retreat 
November 12 - All Saints and All Souls One 
Day Retreat 
November 13 - One Day Marriage Retreat 
November 19-21 - DOL Confirmation Retreat 
December 3-5 - Married Couples Weekend 
Visit www.stfrancis.ws or call 517-669-8321 

for more information or to register.  

Collection information for October 31 will 
be reported in next weekends bulletin. 

KofC Council 12186 needs vol-
unteers to help with blowing 
leaves at the St. Joseph Ceme-

tery on Tuesday, Nov. 23. 26, starting 
at 3:00pm.  Bring your leaf blower and 
rakes. Hot dogs, chips, cookies and bever-
ages will be provided after, but before dark. 

Donations: any clothes 
brought in for donations 
must be washed and clean, 
and folded in bags.  Any un-
washed or stained clothes 
cannot be donated, and will 
not be accepted at St. Luke’s 
Center. 

First Friday Adoration & All Soul’s 
Mass 

Friday, Dec. 3. at the Gaines Campus 
Eucharistic Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament from 2:00-7:00pm with remembrance, 
prayers and candle lighting for our passed love 
ones.  Mass at 7:15pm.  Refreshments follow 

Mass. 
Please sign up in the gathering space for your hour 

of adoration. 

Advent by Candlelight 
will be held on Sunday, 
November 21 at the 
Durand Campus base-
ment.  Signup sheets 
will be in the gathering 
spaces to be a host and 

to join a table at both the Durand and 
Gaines campus’.  ALL THE LADIES OF 
THE PARISH ARE INVITED TO ATTEND!  
Since the event wasn’t held last year, join-
ing together is even more important. 


