
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Sandy Bensinger 

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Faith Formation Director: Teresa Hurd 

Email: ffdsmsj@gmail.com Phone Ext: 7003 
RCIA Leader: Sandra Corrion 

Email: rciasmsj@gmail.com  Phone Ext: 7006 
Youth Group Leader: John Michailo 

Email: ymsmsj@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

To you, O Lord, I 
lift my soul. Ps 25 

First Sunday of Advent ~ C   
November 28, 2021 

The Catholic Community of  
St. Mary St. Joseph Parish 

                           Ministering to Durand, Gaines  
                                                                          & surrounding areas 



The First Sunday of Advent ~ C    Page 2 November 28, 2021 

 

 

From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
First sunday oF advent - november 28, 2021 

To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. Ps 25 
  

 And we begin. Here we find our-
selves at the beginning of a brand-new Li-
turgical Year. So, we move from Mark’s 
Gospel to Luke’s Gospel. This Gospel has 
many “pet names,” things that make it 
stand apart from the others. One name is 
the “Gospel of Women” where women are 

brought front and center teaching us that Jesus’ whole 
plan has always been to reach out to those neglected. In 
Jesus’ time, women were looked on as “second class 
citizens.” So, Jesus in Luke’s gospel, women play a very 
prominent role more so than the other four gospels. 

It’s no surprise our Mother Mary is front and cen-
ter through this Gospel. Mary teaches us something very 
important throughout this Gospel that her son, Jesus, 
your Savior and Redeemer, is to be first and foremost 
in everything we do. Mary teaches us the importance of 
waiting and praying for Jesus to come. That is what we 
celebrate especially in this season of Advent. To wait in 
joyful hope for the coming of our Savior. For the time 
when Jesus will break into out world, change our lives. 
Hopefully you will spot this daily, where Jesus breaks 
into our day and puts us on a trajectory that we could 
never do without Him. What can we do? Just as Mary 
taught us “wait in joyful hope.” The most beautiful way 
you can do this is by spending time with the Holy Eucha-
rist in Adoring Christ in the “Real Presence.” Some might 
say, “I can do this anywhere and with anyone. Christ is 
always with me.” Christ is everywhere, BUT He specifi-
cally held up the bread and wine at the Last Supper and 
said, “This is my Body, this is my Blood.” I don’t recall 
Him lifting anything else saying that it was Him. We have 
this wonderful time, Eucharistic Adoration, where we 
take time away and sit with Him, His Body and Blood, 
soul and divinity and let this love pierce our thoughts, 
minds, and our very being, to inspire us and guide us on 
our journey of life here on earth. This is what Mary 
teaches us. 

It has come to my attention that many of our par-
ish family do not understand what Eucharistic Adoration 
is. So below is a brief Q & A explaining. Really immerse 
yourself this Advent in Jesus. 

   
What is Adoration? 
Adoration is a quiet time spent in prayer before 

Jesus present in the Eucharist. A Consecrated Host is 
placed in the center of a sacred vessel called a Mon-
strance The word Monstrance means "to show." The 
Monstrance is then set in a very special place for all to 
see and worship. Jesus truly is present body, blood, soul 
and divinity in the Consecrated Host or "Blessed Sacra-
ment." 

Why do we have Eucharistic Adoration? 
Because Jesus wants it. "Could you not watch 

one hour with Me." (Matthew 26:40). But we too have 
needs, hurts, joys, and sorrows that we can share only 
with Our Lord and Savior. By coming to Adoration, we 
give Jesus great honor and act with humility by acknowl-
edging our need for, and dependence upon Him - our 
Creator. 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta and Pope John Paul II 
were living examples of the fruits of Eucharistic Adora-
tion. No matter how busy they were, or how many im-
portant people they had to see, they made sure that they 
spent time with the most important Person of all: Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament. Every day they spent 2 to 3 
hours in His Eucharistic Presence, and they told the 
whole world that this is where they got all their energy to 
do so much for God and His people. 

"The Church and the world have a great need for 
Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this Sacrament 
of Love. Let us not refuse the time to go to meet Him in 
Adoration, in contemplation full of faith, and open to 
making amends for the serious offenses and crimes of 
the world. Let our Adoration never cease." Pope John 
Paul I 

“Adoration outside Holy Mass prolongs and inten-
sifies what has taken place in the liturgical celebration 
and makes a true and profound reception of Christ possi-
ble. I . . . warmly recommend, to Pastors and to all the 
faithful, the practice of Eucharistic adoration” (Pope Ben-
edict XVI, June 10, 2007). 

Why should I go? 
To deepen your personal relationship with Jesus 

and grow in faith, hope, and love. St. Peter Julian Ey-
mard said that every time you look at Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament, your place in heaven is raised. Be-
sides that future goal, right now, here on earth, Jesus will 
give you His peace within you as you spend time with 
Him. Just as you can't be exposed to the sun without re-
ceiving its rays, neither can you come into the Light and 
Presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament without 
receiving the divine rays of His grace, His love, His 
peace. 

What do I do during my hour? 
You may spend the time with Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament any way you want. You may bring 
prayer books, read the Bible, pray the Rosary, or just sit, 
relax and enjoy the peace that comes from being in His 
Presence. You may feel you can't pray well. Don't let this 
discourage you. The fact that you came to spend time 
with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament pleases Him very 
much, and is in itself a prayer of faith. 

How can I show my Love for Jesus? 
By coming to Adoration quietly and with rever-

ence. By kneeling on both knees before going to the 
chairs or kneelers. By keeping still as you and others 
pray. By trying to lift your mind and heart to Jesus during 
Adoration. Try thinking about His sufferings and believe 
that He suffered all He did because you are very pre-
cious and worth everything to Him! "Our essential com-
mitment in life is to grow spiritually in the climate of the 
Holy Eucharist." Pope John Paul II 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING 
OF  

ST. MARY ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nurs-

ing home. 
Patricia Elliott, Tucker James Montana, 
Marchell Weld, Bob Weld, Christine Ja-
blonski, Randy Burke, Joe Lezovich, 
Marge Reed, Al Proulx, Tony Tuczynski, 
and Janice Proulx 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the 
prayer list for four (4) weekends, before being re-
moved. If your illness is long term, your name should 
be put on the prayer board in the back of your church.  
St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-6704 or the St. Jo-
seph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women  
in the armed services. 

Please continue to pray for all those that 
have been afflicted with or caring for 
someone with the COVID-19. Also all the 
frontline Doctors, Nurses, EMTs, Police, 
Fire and all those continuing to work at 
Grocery Stores, Pharmacies, Food Banks 
and other essential stores.  Thank you for 
all you do as we continue to pray for you. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, November 29 - No Mass 
 Is 2:1-5, Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9, Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday, November 30 - No Mass 
 Scriptural Rosary - 1:00pm 
 Rom 10:9-18, Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11, Mt 4:18-22 

Wednesday, December 1 - Gaines 
 Adoration - 7:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - Carroll Osborne by Jaqueline 
 Elford 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 Rosary - 2:30pm 
 Is 25:6-10a, Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6, Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday, December 2 - Durand 
 Mass - 8:30 - Robert & Carolyn Trebtoske by Tim 
 Trebtoske 
 Rosary - 2:30pm 
 Is 26:1-6, Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a, Mt 7:21, 24-27 
First Friday, December 3 - Gaines 
 Adoration - 2:00pm to 7:00am 
 Mass - 7:15pm - Kathy Root by Jaqueline Elford 
 †  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 6:00pm to 
 7:00pm 
 Is 29:17-24, Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14, Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday,  December 4 
 Is 30:19-21, 23-26, Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, Mt 9:35–10:1, 5a, 6-
 8 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - Ann Zick by Sharon & Mike 
 Gould 
Sunday, December 5 
 Rosary - 8:00am at Gaines 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Jack Bollinger by  
 Lorraine Bollinger 
 Mass at Durand - 11:30am  - SMSJ Parishioners 
 Bar 5:1-9, Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6., Phil 1:4-6, 8-11, Lk 3:1-6 

Welcome New  
SMSJ parishioner! 

Theresa McClung (Darga) 
Our family is growing!  Please 

greet her, and make her feel wel-
come. 

Altar server training… 
...will be held on Saturday, Dec. 4 starting 
at 11:00am at the Durand Campus and on 
Saturday, Dec. 11, 12noon at the Gaines 
Campus.  Lunch will be provided both 
dates.  Fourth grade students to seniors 
are invited. 

The Durand Campus will be having 
an Angel Tree this year. The tree 
will be set up in the gathering space 
by the first weekend in December. If 
you would like help or know some-

one who does, please contact Becky Landris at 
989-288-6265, or via email at 
becky.landris@gmail.com 

Giving Tree 
The Giving Tree is up at the Gaines lo-
cation with tags that parishioners may 
take for gift buying.  Please, only one 
gift per child if possible.  If there are 
two gifts, they must be wrapped in one 
box or bag.  Wrapped gifts should be 
returned by Dec. 8.  Thank you. 

Drive-Through Mobile Food Distribution is sched-
uled for Saturday, December 4, 2021 in the St. Mary's 
parking lot.    The distribution is for all Shiawassee 
county residents in financial hardship in need of food 
for any reason.  Registration is at 8:30 am with distri-
bution 9:00 am - 11:00 am (or until food is distribut-
ed).   Bring proof of residency (either gov't issued id 
or mail with your address). We ask that you wear a 
mask if you are able.  For more information, call 

Greater Lansing Food Bank 517-449-
0360.   In accordance with Federal law 
and U.S. Department of Agriculture poli-
cy, this institution is prohibited from dis-
criminating based on race, color, nation-
al origin, sex, age, or disability. 
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St. Mary St. Joseph  
Catholic Community 

Faith Formation News. 
 Baring anymore issues with 
Covid 19 we are returning to our regular 
Family Faith Formation Schedule.  
Please check your Faith Formation Cal-
endar, but for those who may have mis-
placed theirs, I am printing the schedule 

for December here. 
December    

5 - Family Faith Formation Session *at Parish  
12 - Family Formation Session **at Home/Sacramental 
Class *at Parish  
19 - Family Faith Fun Fest! Theme: Advent/Christmas 
*at Parish  
26 - Family Faith Formation Session **at Home  
You will note that on December 19 we will have our Ad-
vent/Christmas Faith Fest.  For those who perhaps missed 
my explanation of what a Faith Fun Fest entails, I am re-
peating it here in this week’s bulletin. 
So… what is Faith Fest all about????... You may ask.  
All Faith Fests have a religious theme. October the 
theme was “All Saints,” November it is “Giving 
Thanks” and next month it will be “Advent and St. 
Nicholas.” It is a time for the Parish Family to gather 
together in a relaxed and joyful atmosphere to learn a 
little more about our Catholic Doctrine to assist us all 
on our continuing Faith Journey. 
Ok, you may be saying to yourself, I get that, but what 
actually happens at a Faith Fest? Well it goes something 
like this… 
*Upon arrival, all will partake of some refreshments 
(Cookies, donuts, fruit, etc. some of which is provided by 
the Faith Formation Dept., and some donated by K of C, 
Altar Society, Mother Teresa Guild or parishioners who 
just want to bring a snack to share).  This is a time 
whereby you can sit with a cup of coffee and a goodie of 
your choice and catch up with friends from our parish.  
But…..it is also time to perhaps make some new friends 
and be inclusive to all just as Jesus did when he began 
his public ministry here on earth.  
**This is followed by a prayer service,  a presentation by 
the children of the parish or  a guest facilitator, a craft 
to be assembled and taken home as a reminder of the 
religious theme of the month, and some games/
community builders that will  help us to enjoy and get to 
know each other a little better.  We close our time to-
gether as we began it, with prayer that may be led by 
someone on the Catechetical team, one of our SMSJ 
children or teens or any of our parishioners who would 
like to.  As I said, this gathering is for ALL SMSJ parish 
family members. This is a great event to attend if you are 
new to the parish. Allow me to extend a special invita-
tion to YOU to come and get to know our parish family!  

Blessings on your week!   
Teresa Hurd, Faith Formation Director 

(855) 288-6704 , ext. 7003 
ffdsmsj@gmail.com 

High School Youth Group 
News 

There will be no SMSJYG 
next week 11/28.)  Please 
have a restful and joyous 

Thanksgiving weekend. See you on 12/5 where 
we'll be learning about the Saints (Not the football 
team from New Orleans!)  

Confirmation Preparation  News 
Our next session will be on 12/12.  Students who 
missed our last session will have the 3rd edition of 
Gifted With The Spirit mailed to them.  Please read 
through all of it and be prepared to engage in 
thoughtful discussion.  Remember, Jesus went all in 
for us!  Please consider going all in for Him! 
 God's Abundant Blessings!  

John Michailo 
High School Youth Group Minister 

Confirmation Preparation Coordinator 
(855)288-6704, ext. 7013 

ymsmsj@gmail.com 

JOIN IN THE YOUTH CHRISTMAS EVE PRO-
GRAM! 

 If you love music and 
want to spread extra Christ-
mas joy, this is for you!!  Sign-
up sheets are available in our 
gathering spaces to partici-
pate in the Christmas Musical 
Program before the 4:30 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Mass at 

Gaines. Practice days and times to be deter-
mined.  
 Please sign up by December 1 and we 
will give you a call to discuss details.  

St Mary Outreach Food Pantry Volunteers 
needed:    

The Greater Lansing Food bank is sponsoring 
a drive-through mobile food distribution on Sat-

urday, December 4, 2021 in the 
St. Mary's parking lot.   We need 
15-20 volunteers to support their 
effort.  If you can volunteer, 
contact Diane Pelky 989-288-
4446 or Kathy Schmidt 517-

230-9613 to be put on the volunteer list so 
that we know we have sufficient help.  Vol-
unteers will meet at 8:15 in the church park-
ing lot.  
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The First Sunday of Advent Prayer… 
…Grant your faithful, we pray, 
almighty God, the resolve to run 
forth to meet your Christ with 
righteous deeds at his coming, 
so that, gathered at his right 
hand, they may be worthy to 
possess the heavenly Kingdom. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Ho-
ly Spirit, God, for ever and ever.   Amen. 

Sponsor of the Week 

Watkins Brothers Funeral Homes 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize the-
se sponsors, as they make our bulletin possible. Also, 

let them know where you saw it! 

Parish Support  

First Friday Adoration,& Mass 
Friday, Dec. 3. at the Gaines 

Campus 
Eucharistic Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament from 2:00-
7:00pm with Mass at 7:15pm.  Reconciliation 
will be held from 6:00pm to 7:00pm.  This First 
Friday is sponsored by the Gaines KofC 12186 
and is open to every member of our community.  
Please sign up in the gathering space for your 
hour of adoration.  Invite a friend to join you in 
drawing closer to God through this very special 
time of prayer. 

COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND OF NOV. 14 
Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $5,624.60 
Online donations for Gen Fund 11/08-11/17 $780.00 
Total donations for General Fund………… $6,404.60 
One week budgeted amount for 2021……. $5,519.22 
Above (Below) budget…..…………………. $885.38 
COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKENDS OF NOV. 21 & 28 

will be reported in the next bulletin 
Fiscal year to date (July 1 thru Nov. 14, 2021) 

General Fund Donations (Env/Mail/Online) $108,345.90 
Total Budget General Fund July 1-Nov. 18 $110,384.40 
Above (Below) Budget.……………………. ($2,038.50) 

Other Collections for Nov. 14, 2021(Combined) 
Other Misc. Collections: 
 Faith Formation…………...……………… $1,274.00 
 Outreach…….…….………………………. $1,100.00 
 Help Spread the Faith...…………………. $20.00 
 All Saints………………………………….. $20.00 
 Human Development……………………. $45.00 
 Energy…………………………………….. $20.00 

Excerpts from God given to St Sr Maria Faustina 
(Diary 67) 
"A pure soul has inconceivable power before God." 

The December 5 bulletin cutoff is November 29 
at 10:00am.  If you missed this deadline, your arti-

cle should run the following weekend. 
Submit to bulletinmj@gmail.com 
If you want to schedule an event 
utilizing a Parish facility, contact 

DCN Wayne using email  
dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 

Early Notice of 
Christmas Holiday 

Mass Schedule: 
Christmas Eve - 
Gaines - 4:30pm 

Christmas Eve - Du-
rand - 6:30pm 

Christmas Day - Durand - 10:00am 
Sunday, Dec. 26, 2021 - Masses at 
their normal times and locations. Holy Land Carvings… 

...will be at both SMSJ 
campus’ the weekend 
of Dec. 4 & 5. 

Advent Reconciliation Service  
There will be extended time on Friday, Dec. 3, 
from 6:00pm-7:00pm for confessions at the 
Gaines location.  There will be two priests 
available for confessions.  The reconcilia-
tion service is combined with the First Friday 
Adoration. Adoration is from 2:00pm-7:00pm, 
with Mass at 7:15pm. 

The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on Wednesday, Dec 8, 
is a Holy Day of Obligation.  Mass times 

will be 8:30am Gaines,  and  6:00pm Durand 


