
~Sacraments~ 
Baptism: You must be a registered active member 
of St. Mary & St. Joseph Parish for three months 
prior to the baptism.  Parents are expected to attend 
a baptismal preparation class before baptism. 
Marriage: Arrangements should be made at least 12 
months before the date of the marriage to take mar-
riage preparation courses. 
Anointing of Sick:  Upon request, contact the Du-
rand office, 1-855-288-6704. 
RCIA: Starts in the fall. Contact our parish office 
for times and dates. 
Reconciliation:  Gaines location on Wednesday 
9:00am to 9:30am.  Durand location on Saturday 
3:30pm to 4:30pm.  Special request, contact the Du-
rand office. Check the bulletin for special times. 

Official correspondence should be sent to: 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429.  

1-855-288-6704 
Parish Administrator: Deacon Wayne Corrion  

Email: dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 
Secretary/Business Manager: Paul Williamson  

Email: stmarydurand@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Sandy Bensinger 

Email: stjosephgaines@gmail.com 
Faith Formation Director: Teresa Hurd 

Email: ffdsmsj@gmail.com Phone Ext: 7003 
RCIA Leader: Sandra Corrion 

Email: rciasmsj@gmail.com  Phone Ext: 7006 
Youth Group Leader: John Michailo 

Email: ymsmsj@gmail.com 
Deacon: Greg Middleton  989-721-7683 

Sacramental Minister: Rev. Bill Wegher 

Durand Location 
700 Columbia Dr., Durand, MI 48429 

1-855-288-6704 
Mass Times: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Mon., Thurs., Fri., 8:30am to 2:30pm.   
Tues. 8:30am to Noon 

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Gaines Location 
9450 Duffield Rd., Gaines, MI 48436 

1-989-271-8434 
Mass Time: 

See liturgical schedule in bulletin. 
Weekday Masses - See Bulletin 

Office hours: Tues., 9:00am to 3:00pm 
Wed., Thurs., 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

Website: stmarystjoseph.org 
Myparishapp.com 

Mission Statement 
As members of St. Mary and St. Joseph Parish, 
we believe that we share in the mission of Jesus 
through our baptism and commitment to the val-
ues expressed in the gospel. 
The dedication of our parish to the Holy Spirit 
calls us to be particularly attentive to the inspira-
tion and guidance of the Spirit as we: 
· gather as a community that worships together 

and supports one another in spiritual growth; 
· witness to our belief through sharing our faith 

with others and providing for education in 
faith to our members; 

· respond with compassion to both the spiritual 
and corporal needs of those around us; 

· care for the many gifts we have been given 
and seek to use them wisely. 

We do all of this as members of a larger commu-
nity of believers within the Diocese of Lansing 
and greater Roman Catholic Church. 

The Lord has done 
great things for us, we 
are filled with joy! Ps 126 
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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
Second Sunday of advent - dec. 5, 2021 

The Lord has done great things for us, we are 
filled with joy! Ps 126 

 Advent is the time where we 
prepare and wait in joyful hope for the 
coming of the Lord Jesus the Christ. It 
is a season for us to prepare ourselves 
because the Lord is coming. When the 
Lord Jesus Christ comes next, we do 

not know the exact time or day, hour, or year. We 
do know that he is coming very soon and what will 
that look like? Should we be worried that we are 
not quite in order? Or should we be waiting in joyful 
hope for the coming of the Lord? 

We spend much time in this time before 
Christmas making sure that we have everything in 
order. The right Christmas presents for the ones 
we love. The right food menu for the get togethers 
we host. The right guest list to be sure we don’t for-
get anyone. But another suggestion for you would 
to be sure that we have the right attitude for this 
great coming of Jesus.  

Many of us worry way too much about all 
the preparations and forget that this is a time of 
joyful waiting. What should we do while we are 
waiting? Some wise persons would tell us that we 
should go to confession to ask God for For-
giveness of our sins, which receiving God’s mercy 
in this Sacrament is exactly what we need in our 
world today. How else can we show mercy to oth-
ers if we don’t first receive Mercy from God to know 
what that is like?  

While all this preparation is important, let us 
never forget that God wants us to put others first in 
our lives. Forget our agenda, our lists, our worries, 
and put their welfare, their needs, their concerns 
before ours. Helping others to be joyful. Especially 
those most in need of Mercy and joy.  

Bringing joy into this world is of God. This 
should be first on our list. Rather than worrying 
about ourselves, our parties, that perfect gift, which 
puts ourselves front and center. We are called to 
care for those who are forgotten, neglected, and 
alone, this should be a central part of our focus. 

 Caring for others rather than our own con-
cerns is what we are called to do in this world as 
Christians. In doing this, God’s Joy comes into this 
world. Caring for the neglected is Christ coming 
into this world. This is Christ being born again and 
again. Each time we reach out to bring Joyful Hope 
to someone, we share in that same Joyful Hope 

that God wants for us. He wants us all to be joyful. 
Yes, even amid chaos and confusion.  

Don’t miss this next coming of Christ. Christ 
took the risk to come into this world to love you, 
risking that you may or may not return that love. 
So, too, we must take the risk to bring Joy into this 
world and into someone’s life.  

Be that Joyful Hope. Be the Lord’s feet that 
goes to those in need. Be the Lord’s arms to hold 
those hurting and lonely. Be the Lord’s Joy in this 
world that focuses on others rather than yourself. 
Bring Christ’s Joy into someone’s life. Go to those 
most in need. Hold those most in need. Let Christ’s 
Joy be born again and again and again. Never stop 
trying. He doesn’t. 

 This is how we wait in Joyful Hope in this 
Advent season of preparation. The Lord has done 
great things for us, we are filled with Joy. Share it. 

   Dcn. Wayne 
 

December 8th the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 Wednesday, December 8, is a Holy Day of 
Obligation as we celebrate the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Masses will be 
8:30am Mass at Gaines, and 6:00pm Mass in 
Durand. 
 Our Blessed Mother Mary is a perfect ex-
ample of waiting in Joyful Hope for Christ to be 
born in this world. Even amid her fears and con-
cerns she can say with confidence “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me ac-
cording to your word.” Let’s follow her example. 

 
 
 

Jack Brunell 
Jack has recently returned to the Catholic church after be-
ing away. We welcome Jack back home. Jack has blessed 
us with the many pieces of stained-glass artwork you can 
see hanging in the windows at our Gaines campus and 
some in our Durand campus office area. Jack enjoys being 
an active member of the KofC Gaines council and recently 
has joined the choir as well. Thank you, Jack, for giving of 
your time and talents to our parish family. 
(Side note: Jack is looking for stained glass for his projects. 
If you have some you are not needing, please call him @ 
810-266-4868)  
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING 
OF  

ST. MARY ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nurs-

ing home. 
Ken Strahorn, Stan Bates, Jim (Leo) Dole-
hanty, Patricia Elliott, Tucker James Mon-
tana, Marchell Weld, Bob Weld, Christine 
Jablonski, Randy Burke, Marge Reed, Al 
Proulx, Tony Tuczynski, and Janice Proulx 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the 
prayer list for four (4) weekends, before being re-
moved. If your illness is long term, your name should 
be put on the prayer board in the back of your church.  
St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-6704 or the St. Jo-
seph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women  
in the armed services. 

Please continue to pray for all those that 
have been afflicted with or caring for 
someone with the COVID-19. Also all the 
frontline Doctors, Nurses, EMTs, Police, 
Fire and all those continuing to work at 
Grocery Stores, Pharmacies, Food Banks 
and other essential stores.  Thank you for 
all you do as we continue to pray for you. 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, December 6 - No Mass 
 Is 35:1-10, Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14, Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday, December 7 - No Mass 
 Scriptural Rosary - 1:00pm 
 Is 40:1-11, Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13, Mt 18:12-14 

Wednesday, December 8 - The Immaculate Con-
ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary - A Holy Day of 
Obligation 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - John & Margie Soloc 
 by Sandy Bensinger & Family 
 Mass at Durand - 6:00pm - Jean Hermann & Hel
 en Folsom by Virginia & Paul Williamson and  
 family 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 Rosary - 2:30pm 
 Gn 3:9-15, 20, Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, Eph 1:3-6, 11-12, Lk 
 1:26-38 
Thursday, December 9 - Durand 
 Mass - 8:30 - Ted, Becky & Tim Purdy by the 
 family 
 Rosary - 2:30pm 
 Is 41:13-20, Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab, Mt 11:11-15 
Friday, December 10 - No Mass 
 Is 48:17-19, Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6, Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday,  December 11 
 Sir 48:1-4, 9-11, Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19, Mt 17:9a, 
 10-13 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - SMSJ Parishioners 
Sunday, December 12 
 Rosary - 8:00am at Gaines 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Wayne Morse by the 
 Family 
 Mass at Durand - 11:30am - Carl & Kevin Purdy 
 by the family 
 Zep 3:14-18a, Ps Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6., Phil 4:4-7, Lk 3:10-18 

Altar server training… 
...will be held on Saturday, Dec. 11, 
12noon at the Gaines Campus.  
Lunch will be provided.  Fourth 
grade students to seniors are invit-
ed. 

Ushers and Greeters 
Now that we are taking up our collection during 
the preparation of the gifts at our Durand campus, 
we are looking to recruit some more volunteers to 
help with the collection for both the 5.00 p.m. and 
11.30 a.m. masses.   This also applies to greeters 
as well.  If you are interested in becoming or are 
already an Usher or a Greeter, please contact the 
Durand office so we can get you on the schedule. 
Thank you. 

The Angel Tree is up in Durand. 
Please bring your gift in by Decem-
ber 12. Wrap the gift and lightly at-
tach the Angel to the package. If 
you have any questions, please con-
tact Becky Landris at 989-288-6265 

or 989-721-5313. Thank you for your help with 
this worthwhile project.  

Giving Tree 
All wrapped gifts for the Giving Tree in 
Gaines must be back by Wed, Dec 8.  If 
there are two gifts for one person, 
please wrap both in one box or package. 

The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on Wednesday, Dec 8, 
is a Holy Day of Obligation.  Mass times 

will be 8:30am Gaines,  and  6:00pm Durand 

The Mother Teresa Group will not be 
meeting during the month of Decem-
ber.  Have blessed Holiday Season! 
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St. Mary St. Joseph  
Catholic Community 

Faith Formation News. 
 May I take this opportunity to 
wish you all good tidings and cheer dur-
ing this most holy Advent Season.  It is 
my hope that we don’t get so caught up 
in all the holiday festivities and shop-
ping that we forget that “Jesus is the 
reason for the season!”  

 To help us remember that we will have a very 
special Family Faith Fun Fest on Sunday, December 19 
at 10:00am in the lower level parish gathering space in 
Durand.  Our special guest will be Dcn Rich Badics who 
will come dressed as St. Nicholas and do a presenta-
tion on the history of this special saint, whom we all 
have come to know by his more common name Santa 
Clause. 
 We will also be engaging in some fun holiday 
activities, one of which will be the traditional Hispanic 
game of “Breaking Open the Piñata!”  Anyone wishing 
to donate wrapped candy to fill the Piñata, please look 
for the box in the gathering spaces at both Durand and 
Gaines. 
 I have decided to print the monthly Faith For-
mation Calendar in my bulletin column to benefit our 
parishioners who are interested in what will be happen-
ing monthly in our program. Look for it here each week. 

December    
5 - Family Faith Formation Session at Parish  
12 - Family Formation Session at Home/Sacramental 
Class at Parish  
19 - Family Faith Fun Fest! Theme: Advent/Christmas 
at Parish  
26 - Family Faith Formation Session at Home  

Blessings on your week!   
Teresa Hurd, Faith Formation Director 

(855) 288-6704 , ext. 7003 
ffdsmsj@gmail.com 

We pray for 
Joseph Lezovich 

Husband to Karen, father to 
Michael, David, Christopher, 

Lisa, Ellen and Megan 
That he may now enjoy the great blessings of 
eternal life. We pray also for his family and friends 
that they may find peace in the promises of Christ. 

High School Youth Group 
News 

This week (12/5) at 
SMSJYG we will be explor-
ing the Saints (not the NFL 

team).  Please bring a phone as we will be search-
ing for Saints that are patrons of things that are 
important to you.  We will also be sponsoring a 
boy and a girl for the Giving Tree and Angel Tree 
this year.  Make someone's Holiday Season a little 
brighter! Please consider donating $3-5 for each.  

Confirmation Preparation  News 
Our next session will be on 12/12.  Students who 
missed our last session will have the 3rd edition of 
Gifted With The Spirit mailed to them.  Please 
read through all of it and be prepared to engage in 
thoughtful discussion.  Remember, Jesus went all 
in for us!  Please consider going all in for Him! 
 God's Abundant Blessings!  

John Michailo 
High School Youth Group Minister 

Confirmation Preparation Coordinator 
(855)288-6704, ext. 7013 

ymsmsj@gmail.com 

Excerpts from God given to St Sr. Maria Faustina 
(Diary 309) "O Blood and Water which gushed 
forth from the Heart of Jesus as a Fount of Mercy 
for us, I trust in you!" 

Please join us Sunday, Dec. 19, from 
10:00am to 11:15am in the lower level 
gathering space in Durand for an Advent 
Celebration.  Special guest, St. Nicholas 
will share his story of faith and how he 
became known as Santa Clause through-

out the world. Fun activities for both adults and chil-
dren will be offered.  The entire parish is invited to 
share a special time together as we prepare for our 
Savior’s birth!  

Needed! Wrapped candy for the Piñata 
that we will be using at our Advent Cele-
bration on December 19.  Please place in 
the box you will find in the gathering 
spaces at both Durand and Gaines loca-

tions. Thank you for your donation!  

It's not too late! 
You can still join our parish Advent retreat. We are 
using Bishop Robert Barron's Advent Gospel Reflec-
tions to guide our discussions. 

 When: Sundays during Advent at 8:00pm 
Where: Zoom Meeting Information 
Direct URL:  bit.ly/stsjadvent2021 

or 
Zoom.com / Zoom App 

Meeting ID: 819 7709 7806 
Passcode: 650717 

To pick up your free book, or for more information, 
contact either parish office or Ben Strong at (586)623-

7730. 
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The Second Sunday of Advent Prayer… 
…Almighty and merciful God, may no 
earthly undertaking hinder those who set 
out in haste to meet your Son, but may 
our learning of heaven’s wisdom gain us 
admittance to his company. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Sponsor of the Week 

Owosso Carpet Center, Inc. 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize the-
se sponsors, as they make our bulletin possible. Also, 

let them know where you saw it! 

BREAK THROUGH THE GRIEF ~  
YOU ARE NEVER ALONE 

Attention: All who has lost a loved one! 
 This event is for those who are suffering through 
the grief of a family member. Whether it be a parent, 
spouse, friend, or child. We will be gathering on Dec. 
12 in the Gathering Space of our Gaines Campus for a 
time of fellowship. We will provide lunch, and a talk 
from our guest speaker. Living through our grief that 

comes from the passing of a loved 
one or situations can be very diffi-
cult. Everyone is welcome! You 
don’t have to go through it alone.  
        We will begin at 12 noon with 
lunch and immediately after, we 

will have the talk and open discussion where you will 
be able to express any concerns or questions that you 
may be dealing with in your grieving process as you 
feel comfortable. Gathering with those who may be 
dealing with grief may bring some wisdom from those 
who have made this journey.       “Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  
Matthew 5:4 

COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND OF NOV. 21 
Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $2,974.00 
Online donations for Gen Fund 11/18-11/21 $360.00 
Total donations for General Fund………… $3,334.00 
One week budgeted amount for 2022……. $5,519.22 
Above (Below) budget…..…………………. ($2,185.22) 

COLLECTION FOR THE WEEKEND OF NOV. 28 
Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $3,719.35 
Online donations for Gen Fund 11/22-11/28 $905.00 
Total donations for General Fund………… $4,624.35 
One week budgeted amount for 2022……. $5,519.22 
Above (Below) budget…..…………………. ($1,894.87) 
FISCAL YEAR TO DATE (JULY 1 THRU NOVEMBER 

28, 2021 
General Fund Donations (Env/Mail/Online) $116,354.25 
Total Budget General Fund July 1-Nov. 28 $121,422.84 
Above (Below) Budget.……………………. ($5,068.59) 

Other Collections for Nov. 21 & 28, 2021
(Combined) 

Other Misc. Collections: 
 Faith Formation…………...……………… $65.00 
 Outreach…….…….………………………. $572.00 
 All Saints………………………………….. $22.00 
 Human Development……………………. $155.00 
 Christmas Flowers…...………………….. $80.00 
 Catholic Relief………………...…………. $20.00 

The December 12 bulletin cutoff is 
December 6 at 10:00am. 

Due to the Holiday Season, the De-
cember 19 bulletin cutoff is Thurs-

day, Dec. 9 at 10:00am  If you missed 
this deadline, your article should run the following 

weekend. 
Submit to bulletinmj@gmail.com 

If you want to schedule an event utilizing a Parish 
facility, contact DCN Wayne using email  

dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 

Early Notice of Christmas 
Holiday Mass Schedule: 

Christmas Eve - Gaines - 4:30pm 
Christmas Eve - Durand - 

6:30pm 
Christmas Day - Durand - 

10:00am 
Sunday, Dec. 26, 2021 - Masses 
at their normal times and loca-

tions. 

Holy Land Carvings… 
...will be at both SMSJ 
campus’ this week-
end , Dec. 4 & 5. 

The Diocese of Lansing - Disabilities Ministry and All Faith 
Ministry for disABILITIES have resumed the Special 
Needs Masses.  The next Mass will be held on December 
12 at the St. Francis Retreat Center at 703 E. Main Street 
in DeWitt. All ages/abilities are welcome! 
Any questions, please contact Cathy Blatnik, Coordinator 
of the Disabilities Ministry, Diocese of Lansing and Pro-
gram Director - All Faith Ministry for disABILITIES at 
blatsie63@yahoo.com or at 517-381-1410. 
Please RSVP for all dates with the total number in your 
group to Cathy Blatnik at blatsie63@yahoo.com or at 517-
381-1410 
Mass starts at 2 p.m. followed by refreshments in the Din-
ing Room. 


