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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
Jesus Christ is Risen alleluia, alleluia! 

The Second Sunday of eaSTer—Sunday of divine Mercy - april 24, 2022 
“Put your finger here and see my hands  

and bring your hand and put it into my side, and . . .  believe.” Jn 20:27 

 Displayed at the very center of our gospel today are 
Christ’s wounds. The wounds that took His life are the beginning 
of Life for us. These wounds where steel nails and spearhead 
meet flesh and bone, in an act of terror now are covered in the 

color of Mercy. These wounds become the source and summit of Life, Eternal 
life that is brought to you today and every day. This unending Font of Mercy 
provides us with compassion, forgiveness, and Love. 

If you want to know where to find the springs of God’s Mercy, you 
don’t need a theology degree or a bible scholar. No, it’s as simple as seeing where the suffering is at in our world, 
our community, and if you have the courage, in your own life. The wounds of Christ are all around us. We try not 
to look at those disturbing scenes, because it’s easier to make like an ostrich and move on. But, trying to move 
on while your head is in the sand, you will only break your neck.  

What else can we learn from the wounds of Christ, the Font of Mercy? We can learn the valuable lesson 
of our own frailty. Where is the hurt in your life? Can you point to it?  Can you put your finger in it?  Set your hand 
on it?  Don’t turn away from this is where you are most likely to experience His Divine Mercy. We see our broth-
ers and sisters in war in Ukraine, but can we see the wars that wage in our daily lives? This is a very interesting 
thing to consider in today’s reading about seeing His Mercy. 

Jesus says to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands.” Why didn’t Jesus just tell Thomas to 
simply “look” at His wounds? Christ says use your finger and see. How can we see with our fingers?  When you 
touch something, you experience it profoundly. When someone speaks directly to you, you experience what they 
say profoundly. When someone says they love you verse giving you a hug and telling you they love you, you ex-
perience their love in a profound way. 

Jesus is inviting us to come and experience His mercy in a very intimate way.  By going to the source of 
the suffering, we experience His healing in a very profound way. By going face to face with someone you love to 
reconcile, you experience forgiveness in a very profound way. By going to the sacrament of Reconciliation, you 
hear Christ via the priest say, “I absolve you from your sins.” That is why we go to Reconciliation to experience 
His Mercy in a very profound way. When this happens, be ready for change. 

After Thomas experiences Christ this way, do you think his life becomes easier or harder? He can no 
longer doubt The Mercy of God once he has stuck his hand in Jesus’ side. Now his life can never go back to what 

it was. How could we possibly go back to what we were once? We have placed our fin-
gers in the nail holes and our hand into Christ’s side. Once we have the courage to place 
our hand in Christ; there is no going back. God’s Mercy has the power to change every-
thing about our lives and our relationships.  
Please know that this experience requires our response. We cannot simply walk away 
saying “that was nice” and then go back to whatever we were doing before that? If the 
experience of Christ’s Mercy means anything to us at all, then there is no past, only a fu-
ture. Where will you go from that?  

Mary, Seat of Wisdom guide us! St Joseph pray for us!”   Dcn. Wayne 

A special note from Deacon Wayne 
As you will read in this bulletin today, Teresa Hurd, our Faith Formation Director is parting from our parish. 

We are thankful for the hard work she has put forth in implementing our vision of Faith Formation for our SMSJ 
family. We have established a great foundation for our Parish Wide Faith Formation, and it has been a great joy 
to see so many members of our parish family participating in deepening their faith through the many offerings our 
parish provides and will continue to provide. 

We are actively seeking someone to be our next FF K-7th grade lead. This is a paid position. This person 
should possess a deep love for God and the enthusiasm to pass that on to others. Shortly, we will be posting this 
position outside our parish walls, but I wanted to let our parish know and offer that opportunity inside our parish 
first. If you feel God may be calling you to serve our parish in this capacity, I encourage you to call me and I will 
be glad to go over the details of this ministry.  
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING 
OF  

ST. MARY ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nurs-

ing home. 
Brenda Kimbel, Jim & Judy Mathis, Jerry & 
Marge Reed, Joe & Tracy Carsten, Wilma 
Gibson, Brian Jones, Pat Loomis, Al & Jan 
Proulx, Tony Tuczynski. 
Please note: Individual names will remain on the 
prayer list for four (4) weekends, before being re-
moved. If your illness is long term, your name 
should be put on the prayer board in the back of 
your church.  St. Mary’s parish office 1-855-288-
6704 or the St. Joseph’s office at 989-271-8434. 

Pray for all men and women  
in the armed services. 

Please continue to pray for all those that have 
been afflicted with or caring for some-
one with the COVID-19. Also all the 
frontline Doctors, Nurses, EMTs, Po-
lice, Fire and all those continuing to 
work at Grocery Stores, Pharmacies, 
Food Banks and other essential 
stores.  Thank you for all you do as 
we continue to pray for you. 

If you have been part of our parish 
family joining our liturgies and other 
services and found this to be your 
"home" parish, we are encouraging 
you to please register at our parish. 

By registering, we can make sure we have your 
contact info to get you important mailings and 
keep you informed. Registering also provides us 
with important information on how we can better 
serve you in your sacramental needs. If you are 
not registered, please consider filling out a regis-
tration form we have in our gathering spaces or 
contact either of our offices and we can get one to 
you. 

First Friday Adoration & Mass 
Friday, May 6. at the  

Durand Campus 
Eucharistic Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament from 2:00pm-7:00pm with 
Mass at 7:15pm.  Confessions will be held 
from 6:30pm to 7:00pm.  This First Friday is open to 
every member of our community.  Please sign up in the 
gathering space for your hour of adoration.  Invite a 
friend to join you in drawing closer to God through 
this very special time of prayer. 

This year's Altar Society's Annual Spring 
Raffle will be the weekend of May 21 & 

22. 
The Craft items need to be donated by 
April 30 or May 1.  Please be sure to 

have them labeled with your name and item donated.  
Raffle Tickets will start to go on sale the weekend of May 
14.   We truly appreciate all the great talent and look for-
ward to what will be in the raffle this year! 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, April 25 - No Mass 
 1 Pt 5:5b-14, Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17, Mk 16:15-20 
Tuesday, April 26 - No Mass 
 Scriptural Rosary Durand - 1:00pm 
 Acts 4:32-37, Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5, Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday, April 27 - Gaines 
 Adoration - 7:20am 
 Mass - 8:30am - Julie Kay Zuniga by the family 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 Acts 5:17-26, Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday, April 28 - Durand 
 Mass - 8:30am -  
 Acts 5:27-33, Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20, Jn 3:31-36 
Friday, April 29 -  No Mass 
 Acts 5:34-42, Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14, Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday, April 30 - Durand 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:30pm to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - SMSJ Parishioners 
 Acts 6:1-7, Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19, Jn 6:16-21 
Sunday, May 1, 3rd Sunday of Easter 
 Rosary - 8:00am at Gaines 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Rene & Joseph 
 DeVooght by Pat Sill 
 Mass at Durand - 11:30am - Deceased family 
 members of the Livingston & Guzniczak families 
 by Carol & Leo Guzniczak 
 Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41,  Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13, Rev 5:11-
 14, Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14 

Divine Mercy Sunday, April 24 
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy will be recit-
ed after each Mass on April 23 & 24. Pray-
er flyers will be available for parishioners. 

There will be a Parish Council Meeting on 
Tuesday, April 26, at 7:00pm at the Durand 
Campus. Please meet in the Gathering Space.   

Excerpts from Our Lord to St Faustina- "Tell the whole 
world of My great mercy; that whoever approaches the 
Fount of Life on this day 
(Divine Mercy Sunday) will be granted complete remission 
of sins and punishment.  Mankind will not have peace until 
it turns with trust to My mercy." (Diary 300) 
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St. Mary St. Joseph  
Catholic Community 

Faith Formation News. 
 It is with mixed emotions that I 
compose this particular Faith Formation 
News column.  For the past year, it has 
been my privilege and honor to serve the 
Faith Community of St. Mary/St Joseph 
Parish as your Faith Formation Director.  
Unfortunately, that service will end as of 

June 3rd, of this year. 
 When I was hired here, it certainly was not my plan 
to stay for just a year….but life happens and as the year 
progressed, it became abundantly clear to me that I would 
not be able to continue.  The long commute (120 miles 
round trip) became a real frustration for me. This is Michi-
gan so the long drive in snow, ice, fog, and rain, along with 
the constant road construction on 69… has really taken a 
toll on me.  In addition, my husband is not in good health 
and we have had a few health scares this winter.  It oc-
curred to me that I really do not want to be an hour away if 
there were to be a health emergency with him while I was 
away at the office. 
 I want to be very clear that I am not being dis-
missed.  After much thought and prayer, the decision to 
leave was God’s and mine.  I truly believe I was called 
here by God to help fulfill a vision of a Family Faith For-
mation for this Parish.  After much planning, hard work and 
dedication that vision has become a reality.  The credit for 
the success of the program must first go to God, then to 
the Faith Formation Core Team, the Catechetical staff, 
parents, students and parishioners who have embraced 
this concept and followed through with their active partici-
pation. I can leave here knowing the program will continue 
to grow and flourish and can only get better as time goes 
on.   
 I do not know where God will call me to serve next.  
Nonetheless, I do know one thing, “God is not done with 
me yet!”  (Which is a favorite saying of Bishop Mengeling, 
who is now in his 90’s.) 
 However, there is still much to do here.  We have a 
few more Family Faith sessions, First Communion and a 
final Faith Fest all coming in May.  Therefore, this is not my 
farewell column… that will come later. This is just a 
“getting the word out” column to dispel any rumors or mis-
information that may come up concerning my departure. 
So stay tuned as we move forward with our continuing faith 
journey! 

Teresa Hurd, Faith Formation Director 
(855) 288-6704 , ext. 7003 

ffdsmsj@gmail.com 
FAITH FORMATION APRIL CALENDAR 

24 Family Faith Fun Fest!  Theme: He is Risen!  at 
 Parish - John 20: 19-31 

FAITH FORMATION MAY CALENDAR 
1 Family Faith Formation Session at Durand 
 Campus/May Crowning - John  21: 1-14 
8 Faith Formation Session at Home/Sacramental 

 Prep at the Durand Campus - John:10: 27-30 
15 Family Faith Formation Session at the Durand 
 Campus - John 13:31-35 
22 Family Faith Fun Fest!  Theme: Closing Celebra
 tion at Durand Campus - John14: 23-29 

High School Youth Group News 
 Our next YG Session 
is Sunday, May 1.  Come 
celebrate our Risen Lord! 
 The YG is co-
sponsoring the First Friday 
Adoration on May 6 at the 

Durand Campus.  We need someone present each 
hour from 2:00pm - 7:00pm.  Please consider 
spending an hour of prayer before the Blessed Sac-
rament.  Remember, Jesus went all in for 
us!  Please consider going all in for Him! 

Confirmation Preparation News 
***NOTICE ***  We meet this Sunday, Divine Mercy 
Sunday.  Students who missed our last session 
should pick up the 7th edition of Gifted With The 
Spirit from the gathering space at the Durand Cam-
pus.  As always, please read through all of it and be 
prepared to engage in thoughtful discussion.   

Abundant Blessings! 
John Michailo 

High School Youth Group Minister 
Confirmation Preparation Coordinator 

(855)288-6704, ext. 7013 
ymsmsj@gmail.com 

Faith Fun Fest is Sunday, April 24 10:00am to 
11:15am in the lower level gather-
ing space at our Durand location.  
All SMSJ Parishioners are invited to 
welcome our special guests, Magic 
Bob and his chalk artist wife Susie! 

Come experience the Resurrection of Christ, as you 
never have before with their presentation that in-
cludes, music, narration and a black light chalk por-
trait that will come alive before your very eyes! En-
joy some special Easter treats and engage in some 
fun faith filled activities.  Invite others to this inter-
generational event! We will be looking for YOU! 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SERIES 
Our next Adult Faith Formation ses-
sion is May 1, from 10:00am to 
11:15am in the Durand Church 
basement. The facilitator will be 
Patrick McGuire.  He will be contin-
uing the Wild Goose DVD series 

with the topic "The Spirit Gives Witness". This 
presentation will look at how we are best able 
to cooperate with the Holy Spirit so that we may 
see Jesus as he is and give witness to Him..  
A continental breakfast will be served. Do join us! 
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Sponsor of the Week 
WHHQ 1250AM/WMAX 1440AM - EWTN 

See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize the-
se sponsors, as they make our bulletin possible. Also, 

let them know where you saw it! 

Parish Support 
COLLECTION INFORMATION FOR APRIL 17, 2022 

Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $2,049.00 
Online donations for Gen Fund 4/11-4/17 $950.00 
Total donations General Fund……………. $2,964.00 
One week budgeted amount FY 2022…... $5,519.22 
Above (Below) budget…………………….. ($2,555.22) 

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE  
(JULY 1 THRU APRIL 17, 2022) 

General Fund Donations (Env/Mail/Online) $232,549.42 
Total Budget General Fund 7/1-4/17.……. $231,807.24 
Above (Below) Budget.……………………. $742.18 

Other Collections for April 17, 2022 
 Good Friday (Holy Land)…………………. $977.00 
 Easter Sunday (Holy Day)……………….. $4,028.00 
 Outreach…………………………………… $637.00 
 Family Faith Formation…………………... $5.00 
 Catholic Relief……………………………. $5.00 
 Easter Flowers……………………………. $50.00 
 Good Friday………..……..………………. $75.00 
 Easter……………………………………… $125.00 
 Rice Bowl………….……………………… $94.20 
 Candle Donations.………………………. 105.11 
DSA Week #6: $28,915.00 pledged - 106.11% of our 
goal of $27,249.  Thank you.  We continue to exceed 
our goal! 
We are so blessed to have reached our DSA goal. So 
far about 28% of our parish family has participated in 
achieving this goal. We encourage every family in our 
parish to prayerfully consider participating in this effort. 
Now that we have reached our parish goal, every dollar 
over that amount, 50% comes back to our parish family 
to use here at SMSJ. After you prayerfully consider 
what you can give, even if it is not possible to give at 
this time, please fill out an envelope stating what is 
your intention at this time. But remember this, 
“God is the greatest giver in the universe, and He 
won’t let you outgive Him. Go ahead and try. See 
what happens.” 

The May 1 bulletin article due date is Monday, 
April 25 at 10:00am. 

Submit to bulletinmj@gmail.com 
If you want to schedule an event 
utilizing a Parish facility, contact 

DCN Wayne using email  
dcnwaynesmsj@gmail.com 

Rodeo Sponsorships 
The Annual Gaines Community Rodeo, presented by the KofC 
Council 12186, is seeking sponsorships.  If you or your busi-
ness are interested in purchasing an ad in the pro-
gram, an arena sign, a radio ad or set up a vendor 
booth, contact Brent Cole at 810-691-2641 for more 
details.  Deadline for ads is June 27.  The event will 
be held on July 15 & 16. 

Life-Giving Wounds: A Healing Retreat 
for Adult Children of Divorced or Sep-

arated Parents  
  Life-Giving Wounds is a three-day re-
treat at St. Francis Retreat Center that 
invites participants to move through the 

broken image of love that appeared to them in their parents’ 
relationship to their deepest origin and identity as God’s be-
loved, capable of great love. It will be led by the Life-Giving 
Wounds traveling retreat team. The retreat begins on April 29 
at 7:00pm and ends on May 1 at 3:30pm. Cost per individual 
is $225 (includes several meals, lodging, and all materials). 
Must be 18 or older to attend. To register and for more infor-
mation please visit stfancis.ws and look under Retreats. 
  Individual and Self Directed Retreats: Call St. Francis to 
schedule 
   Mother/Daughter Retreat: May 6-7, 2022 
   Forged - An Outdoor Adventure Retreat for Young Men: 
June 13-15, 2022 
   FaithFest: Saturday June 25, 2022-Visit www.faithfest.com 
Visit www.stfrancis.ws or call 517-669-8321 for more infor-
mation about the events listed above. 

Please, We need your Help! 
Liturgical Banners/Décor 

Both of the campuses are engaging in 
an effort to update our liturgical ban-
ners for our sanctuaries. 
This effort is being led by both of the 
respective women’s groups. Altar Soci-
ety for the Durand worship site and 
the Mother Theresa Group for the 
Gaines worship site. Our goal is to get 
a set of 2 banners for each liturgical 
season. If you would like to see what 
these banners look like, you can stop 
by our Gaines worship site to see an 
example of these.  
If you would like to donate to this ef-
fort, simply put your donation in an 
envelope and drop it in the collection 
basket. Please mark your envelope 
“Banner Donation” and designate which 
worship site you prefer to make your 
donation to, either “Durand”, “Gaines” 
or “no preference”. Any donations re-
ceived above the cost of the banners 
will go towards additional liturgical 
items. 
Thank you for helping make our wor-
ship spaces more beautiful.  


