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From Deacon Wayne’s Desk 
The FourTh Sunday oF LenT - March 19, 2023 

"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, 
"Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him.” Jn 9:2-3 

 

Why is it when something terrible goes “wrong,” or goes differently than what we thought it should, 
that we immediately look for “who is to blame?” We hear things like, “God must be punishing me for my past 
sins” or “well they got what they deserved.” There is an important lesson for us today as we hear of this 
young man who was born blind in the gospel today. 

 Almost all the people in the story doubt the healing and how it hap-
pened, because “it is not the way it usually happens.” So, it’s easier to doubt 
the healing event and cast out the young man, simply because it is not the way 
the people in the story think it should have happened. Their thoughts are simp-
ly, “well he or his parents must have sinned” and so in that culture (which still 
lingers in our culture) he “deserves to be blind.” After all, isn’t that the way God 
makes us pay for what has gone wrong? NO! That is totally wrong on many lev-
els.  
 We know that there are genetic reasons for things that happen to us 

physically. We know that suffering, pain, and grief can come, even if we do everything right. Hopefully, we 
know that there is no way to pay for our sins with blindness, affliction, pain, or suffering. That is idiotic and 
childish thinking, because God came to this earth and gave his life as ransom for our sins. That was the 
price for all our sin, and we should know it is a price higher than we could ever afford or make payment on. 
His dying on the Cross was the only payment big enough to cover all the wrong doing in this world. What 
hung on that Cross for our sins, was the Love of God! The only payment that would cover the debt.  

Some people say, “I can’t go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, because I have to look the priest in 
the eye and tell him all my sins, how embarrassing.” To them I say, “you cannot be merciful to others if you 
have never received God’s mercy through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.” So, why not start now living in 
the presence of God’s Mercy, because some day when you take your last breath you won’t be in a confes-
sional with a priest staring into his eyes. No, you will be in the presence of Christ staring Him in the eyes on 
Judgment Day.  

This isn’t meant to scare you into the confessional, but to open your eyes to the Mercy of God. Make 
it your practice to go today, or weekly, so on that final day, you will not be afraid of mercy but you will em-
brace it.  You certainly won’t have to worry about whose fault it was that something bad happened. God al-
ready knows. He is there in the confessional waiting for you. Don’t miss a single opportunity to have your 
burden of sin lifted, and be washed clean, and look into the eyes of our Lord and say as the young healed 
blind man says, "I do believe, Lord." 

You want JOY in your life? In the mercy of God is where you will find true Joy.   
 
As many of you may already know that Paul Williamson no longer is an employee for our parish family. 

As I know many of us will miss his great talents and support he brought to our community, we all need to pray 
that God continue to bless Paul and Virginia as they move on to new adventures. 

Our Durand office hours will now be Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 10:00am to 1:00pm. 
As we work through this transition, we appreciate your patience, prayers and support and ask for God’s bless-
ings on everyone.  
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This year's Altar Society's Annual 
Spring Raffle will be the weekend 
of May 20 & 21.  The Craft items 
need to be donated by May 6 & 

7.  Please be sure to have them labeled with 
your name and item donated.  Raffle Tickets will 
start to go on sale the weekend of May 13.  We 
truly appreciate all the great talent and look for-
ward to what will be in the raffle this year! 

Corned Beef Dinner on  
Sunday, March 19 

in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day after 
the 11:30pm Mass at Durand in the  

lower level. 
Carrots, cabbage, potatoes, and 
bread/butter with Corn Beef.   
$10/adult, $5/children under 8. 
Sponsored by the Durand Knights of 
Columbus 7955. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SUFFERING 
OF  

ST. MARY ST. JOSEPH PARISH 
For those who are ill at home, in the hospital  or in the nurs-

ing home. 
John Michailo, Gordon Boucha, Christian Car-
penter, Leo Dolehanty, Wilson (Bill) Clark, 
Sandy Corrion, Kathy Anderson, Tom Helmns, 
Chuck Davis, Jan Proulx, Tony Tuczynski. 
Please note: Individual names will remain 
on the prayer list for four (4) weekends, 
before being removed. If your illness is 
long term, your name should be put on the 
prayer board in the back of the church.  
SMSJ-Durand office 1-855-288-6704 or 
the SMSJ-Gaines office at 989-271-8434. 
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“Though you have not seen Him, you love 
Him; and even though you do not see Him 
now, you believe in Him and are filled with 
an inexpressible and glorious joy.” 

~ 1 Peter 1:8 

St. Mary & St Joseph Parish 
Liturgy Schedule 

Monday, March 20 - No Mass 
Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29; Rom 4:13, 
 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
Tuesday, March 21 - No Mass 
 Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday, March 22 - Gaines 
 Eucharistic Adoration - 7:20am 
 Mass at Gaines- 8:30am - Al Proulx by Knights 4th 
 Degree Assembly 
 Community Rosary - Following Mass 
† Sacrament of Reconciliation - 9:00am to 
 9:30am 
 Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday, March 23 - Durand 
 Mass - 8:30am - Paul Drenovsky by the Nations 
 family 
 Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday, March 24 - No Mass 
 Stations of the Cross - 7:00pm - Durand 
 Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 
 25-30 
Saturday - March 25 - Durand 
The Annunciation of the Lord 
†  Sacrament of Reconciliation - 3:00pm* to 
 4:30pm 
 Mass - 5:00pm - Jennifer Strong by Marie & Mark 
 Dyer (Special Intention) 
 Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26
 -38 
Sunday, March 26 - Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 Mass at Gaines - 8:30am - Rosemary Gamble by 
 Maureen Schisler 
 Mass at Durand - 11:30am - SMSJ Parishioners 
 Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 
*Extended time starting 1/2 hour earlier than normal. 

K of C Council 12186  
Fish/Shrimp Dinners… 

...will continue through, and in-
cluding, Good Friday, from 
5:00pm-7:00pm at the Parish 

Hall on Ray Rd in Gaines.  For all the latest infor-
mation, go to Facebook: @kofccouncil12186 

SPECIAL RECONCILIATION NOTE:   
There will be extra and extended opportu-
nities to go to the sacrament of Reconcili-
ation during Lent.  In addition to Saturdays 
at 3:30pm-4:30pm in Durand and 
Wednesday at 9:00am-9:30am in Gaines, the following 
additional times for confession will be offered: 

Saturday, March 25: 3:00pm-4:30pm Durand 
Wednesday, March 29: 9:00-10:00am, Gaines 
Thursday, March 30: 9:00-10:00am, Durand 

Saturday, April 1: 3:00-4:30pm, Durand 

Our Lent Mission talks with Deacon Ralph Poyo have been 
recorded. If you would like to view the videos, please e-mail 
stmarydurand@gmail.com. We ask that you do not share 
the private links with anyone else without permission. 

Relationships Matter! 
Join us Saturday March 18, 6:30pm at the Gaines Gather-
ing Space.  We will be having Coney Dogs, and we will be 
playing Mexican Train!  Easy and quick to learn, if you have 
never played before. Relationships and Fellowship are very 

important to our spiritual 
development. Sign up for 
anything that goes with 
Coney Dogs, and of 
course Desserts!  NOTE:  
Signing up helps with 
food planning. 

Have you heard we're in the midst of a three year National 
Eucharistic Revival. This is a movement to restore under-
standing and devotion to this great mystery here in the Unit-

ed States by helping us 
renew our worship of Je-
sus Christ in the Eucharist. 
In the spirit of this Eucha-
ristic revival, the Diocese 
of Lansing is sponsoring 4 

exciting events on the topic of Eucharistic Miracles with na-
tional speaker, Tim Francis from April 17-21, 2023.  

You're invited to join us for one of these events: 
These all go from 6-8pm 

Monday, April 17 - Lansing Catholic High School gym 
Wednesday, April 19 - Jackson Lumen Christi High School 

gym 
Thursday, April 20  - Fr. Gabriel Richard's High School 

gym, Ann Arbor 
Friday, April 21 - Flint Powers High School gym 

Mark your calendars... More info to come!  
"The personal relationship which the individual believ-
er establishes with Jesus present in the Eucharist con-
stantly points beyond itself to the whole communion of 
the Church and nourishes a fuller sense of membership 
in the Body of Christ. " 



High School Youth Group News 
     Please join us this Sunday, March 19,  for a dis-
cussion on Sin.  More specifically, different types of 
sin, how to avoid it and why it's important to receive 
God's mercy and forgiveness through the Sacra-
ment Of Reconciliation.  Check your Remind app for 

links to websites of a few 
summer faith filled camps 
and other activities.  How 
are your Lenten Plans going 
so far?  Lent is a spiritual 
and faith journey.  If your 

plan isn't bringing you closer to God, then change 
directions!  It's not too late to start or change your 
plan!  But, you can't reach your destination if you 
don't start the journey!   
Remember,  Jesus went all in for us.  Please 
consider going all in for Him!  Please join us on 
Remind by scanning the QR code below. 

Confirmation Preparation News 
 CP2 will meet this Sunday, March 19, at 
10:00am for a walk through of your Confirmation 
Mass which is next Sunday, March 26, at St. Mary's 
Cathedral in Lansing.   
 Service opportunities: The Gaines Knights 
are looking for teens to assist at their Lenten Friday 
Fish Dinners. See me for details.  They have also 
inquired about YG, CP1&2 helping with concessions 
at the Gaines Rodeo on July 14th & 15th.  These 
are the same fine folks that graciously paid for our 
retreat in Dewitt last month.  What a great way to 
show our appreciation for their generosity while 
earning service hours as well!  Please prayerfully 
consider committing to pitching in for one or both 
days!  Have a prayerful and penitential Lent!    
Abundant Blessings! 

John Michailo, Teen Ministry Coordinator 
ymsmsj@gmail.com  

1-855-288-6704 ext. 7013, Cell - (989) 413-5234 

St. Mary St. Joseph  
Catholic Community 

Faith Formation News. 
 Oh Spring, where are you? I am 
getting tired of this snow, mostly be-
cause it is dirty looking, and I am ready 
for the heat! I hope everyone is doing 
well this winter, but I am in countdown 
mode for spring! I can’t wait to see eve-
ryone this Sunday the 19th @ 10:00am, 

for Faith Formation in the Father Hay Education Build-
ing! Then again on the Sundays of April 2 and 16 for 
our final in class sessions for Faith Formation.  On 
Sunday, May 7, we will be having a Fun Fest to cele-
brate the end of our school year and our Faith Jour-
ney.  I hope everyone can come and have some fun 
before the busy time of year sets in.  God Bless! 

Mollie Shay, Pre K-7th Grade 
Family Faith Director 

C~989.666.1051, O~855.288.6704 x7004 
ffdsmsj@gmail.com 

4 

Join us on Remind Join us on Bookface 

We pray for 
Gordon Boucha 

Husband to Debbie, father to 
Bill, Rob, Katie and Mary. 

That he may now enjoy the great 
blessings of eternal life. We pray also for his family 
and friends that they may find peace in the promises of 
Christ. 

DSA 2023 has begun! 
Each year the Diocesan Services Ap-
peal (DSA) strengthens the joint minis-
try of all 72 parishes in our diocese, 
serving people across 10 counties. The 
theme this year is "Offer to God a sacri-
fice of thanksgiving," which comes 
from Psalm 50:14. Please see the pam-
phlet in the gathering spaces to learn 
how to give and where the money goes. 

Pledge envelopes are also available in the gathering 
spaces. 

Joseph of Nazareth: 
The Story of the Man 

Closest to Christ. 
Celebrate the feast of 
Christ’s foster father 
with even more joy 
and re-
spect this 

year by watching a movie about him!  En-
ter into the life of this great saint through 
the movie Joseph of Nazareth! 

Holy Week Schedule 
Palm Sunday Mass - 8:30am, Gaines; 11:30am, Du-
rand 
Wednesday - 7:20am Eucharistic Adoration, 8:30am 
daily Mass, 9:00 confessions and rosary, all in Gaines 
Holy Thursday - 7:00pm Mass of the Last Supper, fol-
lowed by Adoration until 10:00pm, Durand 
Good Friday - 2:00pm Divine Mercy Chaplet, 2:15pm 
Stations of the Cross, 3:00pm Veneration of the 
Cross, all in Durand 
Easter Vigil Mass - 8:30pm, Gaines 
Easter Sunday Masses - 8:30am Gaines, 11:30 Du-
rand 



Parish Support 

The March 26 bulletin articles are 
due by Monday, March 20 at 

10:00am. 
Submit to bulletinmj@gmail.com 

Facility Usage 
If you want to schedule an event utilizing a Parish facili-

ty, contact Jen by using email  
stjosephgaines@gmail.com 

Sponsor of the Week 
Knights of Columbus #12186, Gaines 
See the full ad on the back page. Please patronize  

these sponsors, as they make our bulletin possible. Al-
so, let them know where you saw it! 
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Please Pray for them this week. 
Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and 
praise for your Son, Jesus Christ. Send your 
Holy Spirit to inspire holy, faithful men to minis-
ter as priests.  Lord, we pray for your grace to 
encourage and support our seminarians as 
they endeavor to become priests.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Diocese of Lansing Seminarian 
Mathew Wilson, St. Mary, Williamston 
 

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and 
praise for your Son, Jesus Christ.  Send 
your Holy Spirit to inspire holy faithful 
women to become Brides of Christ and 
serve your people.  Lord, we pray that 
your grace and love be enough for this 
woman in discernment of consecrated life.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen 
Dominican Sisters Mary Mother of Eucharist 
Sr. Francis de Sales Czieszperger 

COLLECTION INFORMATION  
FOR MARCH 12, 2023 

Envelopes for General Fund (mail/drop off) $4,519.00 
Online donations for Gen Fund  3/6-3/12 $1,891.50 
Total donations General Fund……………. $6,410.50 
One week budgeted amount FY 2023…... $6,133.17 
Above (Below) budget…………………….. $277.33 

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE  
(JULY 1 THRU MARCH 12, 2023) 

General Fund Donations (Env/Mail/Online) $225,953.74 
Total Budget General Fund 7/1-3/12..….…. $226,927.40 
Above (Below/Deficit) Budget.………….... ($973.66) 

Other Collections for March 12, 2023 
 Outreach…………...………………………. $40.00 
 Faith Formation……………………………. $90.00 
 Catholic Relief……………………………… $20.00 
 Easter Flowers…………………………….. $175.00 
 Easter……………………………………….. $20.00 
 Good Friday………………………….....….. $10.00 
DSA Batch #2 - $4,915.00.  Thank you for your DSA 
Pledges.. We are at 17.21% of our goal of $28,554.00. 

Knights of Columbus 
Gaines Council 12186 

Knight of the Month for February 2023 
Philip Elder 

Family of the Month for February 2023 
Philip and Lisa Elder 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
This Lent, grow your faith and your marriage on a Worldwide Mar-

riage Encounter Experience March 24-
26 in Saginaw.   Other upcoming dates 
are April 14-16 in Grass Lake and 
Sept. 29-Oct. 1 in Petoskey.  Apply 
today at wwme.org or contact Chris & 
Darla at 517-667-0433 for more info.   

Easter Flowers 
If you would like to contribute money toward 
our altar Easter flowers, there are enve-
lopes in the gathering spaces that you may 
use. You may indicate if the flowers are in 
memory or in honor of someone. Envelopes 
can be placed in the collection basket.  

There will be a collection for our 
Outreach ministry this weekend. If 
you would like to contribute, please 
write 'Outreach' on an envelope and 

place it in the collection basket. Thank you for your 
support. 

Lector meeting 
There will be a meeting on Saturday, March 25 at noon in 
Gaines for current lectors of both locations, as well as any-
one interested in becoming a lector. We are always looking 
for new people and thankful for those who continue to serve. 

Children's Stations of the Cross 
We will be having a Children's Stations of the 
Cross on Friday, March 31 at 7:00pm in Durand. 
This includes your child, your child's friend, your 
grandchild, your godchild, your niece/nephew, 
any child pre-K through 7th grade. Please have 
them arrive no later than 6:40pm so they can 
learn their part. Cheese pizza will be served im-
mediately following the Stations. 

The Disciple  
Maker Index (DMI)... 
...survey is available 
on line.  Use your 
phone to scan this 
QR code, and you will 
be taken directly to the DMI sur-

vey! Thank you for participating, as the feedback we re-
ceive will provide useful information about our parish. All 
responses are confidential. 

https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/g2p14g 






