
	

	

	

	

	

Weekly	Newsletter	–	March	3,	2019					 	 	 															From	the	Principal’s	Desk 
	

MISSION STATEMENT 
Rooted in Catholic faith, and committed to academic excellence, St. Joseph Catholic School 

develops personal responsibility, character, service, and leadership  
 

Congratulations to Our Odyssey of the Mind Team 
 

 
 
 
Our team won second 
place at the regional 
competition and will be 
advancing to the state 
competition at the 
University of Central 
Florida on April 6th.   
This team has worked 
hard all year to prepare 
for this event.  Special 
thanks to their coach,  
Dr. Pardo, and Mrs. Bell 
who assisted on 
Saturday. 
 
 
 

 
 

Chuck E. Cheese Fun 
 

Join us for a fun evening at Chuck E. Cheese on Tuesday, 
March 5th, as we share in some “Mardi Gras” fun before Ash 
Wednesday.  Visit Chuck E. Cheese between 3:00 to 9:00 
pm and let their staff know you are from St. Joseph Catholic 
School.  A percentage of all sales will benefit our school and 
our students.  Watch for discount coupons on Tuesday that 
may be used during your visit. 

 
 

St. Joseph Catholic School 
	



	

	

 
Lent Begins with Ash Wednesday 

 
Our students will be attending Mass on Ash Wednesday and will go directly to church for the  
8:00 am Mass.  Ashes will be distributed at the end of Mass.  Students will be gathering their 
belongings and going to the front of the church for a blessing with ashes, they will then quietly exit 
church with their class.  If you are attending with your child, please assist in helping your child remain 
reverent and quiet while preparing to receive ashes, and while exiting the church 

 
 



	

	

 
$10,000 Grand Raffle Update 

 
Thank you to all of our families who sold at churches this weekend. Forty-eight students met their 
family goal by last Monday and participated in our ice cream treat on Friday.  Several families 
completed their sales last week and we will be adding additional students to the list to share in the 
“Make Your Own Sundae” treat this Friday.  Please make sure all money and tickets have been 
turned in by Monday morning for your child to be counted for this week’s celebration.   
 
 
 

Weekly Activities 

Monday, March 4 
• Terre Nova Testing & Make Up Testing 
• Raffle Tickets are due from students planning to participate in the Friday “Make Your Own Sundae” 
• 3:00 – 4:00   Choir Practice 
• 3:00 – 4:00  Jr. Legion of Mary 
• 3:00 – 5:00   Odyssey of the Mind – Spontaneous Practice 

 
Tuesday, March 5 

• 3:00 – 6:00 pm Chuck E. Cheese – School Fundraiser Fun 
• 3:00 – 4:00 pm Intermediate Guitar  
• 3:00 – 4:45 pm Tennis Team Tryouts at 1801 17th Avenue West, Bradenton (Grades 5 – 8) 
• 3:30 – 4:30 pm Tennis Pro Academy at G.T. Bray Courts 

 
Wednesday, March 6 
     ASH WEDNESDAY – LENT BEGINS 

• Terre Nova Testing & Make Up Testing 
• 8:00 am   School Mass  
• 3:00 – 4:30 pm Play Practice – Aladdin Cast – St. Joseph Room 
• 3:00 – 4:00 pm Beginning Guitar 

 
Thursday, March 7 

• 3:00 - 4:00 pm Irish Dance (Class is filled) – St. Joseph Room 
• 3:00 – 4:15 pm Intermediate Guitar 
• 3:00 – 4:00 pm Garden Club 
• 3:00 – 4:45 pm Tennis Team Tryouts at 1801 17th Avenue West, Bradenton (Grades 5 – 8) 
• 4:00 – 5:00 pm Tennis Pro Academy at G.T. Bray Courts 

 
Friday, March 8 

• “Make Your Own Sundae” for Raffle Ticket Sellers who have met their goal 
 
Saturday, March 9 

• KOC State Free Throw Contest 
 
 
 
 



	

	

 
PLANNING AHEAD: 
• March 14  11:30 Dismissal – 12:30 pm: Staff Development 
• March 14  End of Third Quarter 
• March 15   Mini-Break 
• March 16  St. Joseph – St. Patrick Dinner – 6:00 pm (KOC) 

(Irish dancers will be performing) 
• March 18  Mini-Break 

 
 
Remember to follow us on Facebook to see our many activities during the 
week:  www.facebook.com/SJCSBradenton 
 
 

  Helping Children with Lent 
(From Creighton University Online Ministry)	

 
As parents of young children know, Lent can seem so “heavy” in comparison to the anticipation and 
excitement of preparing for Christmas. What can this season of conversion and preparation “to 
celebrate the paschal mystery with mind and heart renewed” mean for little children? 
 
For many of us growing up, Lent meant “giving up candy.” That wasn’t a bad way to introduce us to 
the notion of self-discipline, but simply giving up something for Lent, without a whole spirituality that 
children can enter into, can leave kids dreading Lent more than looking forward to it. 
 
The first and most important help for little children is that we as adults understand Lent and enter into 
it ourselves with real devotion and joy. If Lent makes its way into our home and into our 
conversations and practices that children can see, they will naturally grow up in a culture that 
embraces Lent as a season of grace. 
 
Secondly, symbols are very important. Children need a context. They need to explore and 
understand what we just take for granted, and sometimes forget. When we put something in a 
central place in our home, and call attention to it, it naturally leads children to ask “why” it is there 
and what it means. In their curiosity, they want to know what’s changed and what difference it makes 
for them. 
 
It is important, with our family prayer to let the story of our salvation enter the imaginations of our 
children. Telling stories helps it all “fit together” for children, and for us. So, if we have a bowl of water 
in a central place in our home, it can be a wonderful “entry point” to the season of Lent for the whole 
family. What does this water remind us of? Our baptism. Lent is a time in which we want to be 
renewed in our baptism. That’s why it is nice to find the children’s baptismal candles or baptismal 
garments. Perhaps we have photos of their baptism or even a video of it. 
 
Helping children get back in touch with their baptism can help them understand that when the water 
was poured over their foreheads, or when they were immersed in the water, they were placed with 
Jesus for the rest of their lives. Water is so important to life; we can’t survive without it for even a few 



	

	

days. Water plays an important part in our story. The story of creation begins with the Spirit of God 
hovering over the dark waters until God said, “Let there be light!” The story of the exodus from Egypt 
tells how God led his people to safety and freedom through the Red Sea. When John the Baptist was 
baptizing people in the River Jordan, to help them turn away from sin and live a good life, Jesus 
came and asked to be baptized too, not because he was a sinner but because he was beginning his 
public life to become completely a part of our lives on this earth. And, when the centurion pierced 
Jesus’ side, after he died on the cross for us, blood and water flowed out as a sign of the sacraments 
he would give us. And, of course, there are the small fonts of water at the doors of every church, to 
remind us of the baptismal font in which we were baptized. So, each time we enter a church, we dip 
our hands in that water and sign ourselves with the cross of our salvation. 
 
Depending upon the age of our children, we can have the older children help the younger children 
with Lent. A family “meeting” could be scheduled each week, in which we could say a prayer, and 
then plan out what each person in the family can do in the upcoming week, to help the whole family 
out and what the whole family could do to help the poor.  
 
Perhaps at this family meeting, the family plan for eating during Lent could be discussed. How will 
we abstain from meat this coming Friday? Why are we doing it? It’s a sacrifice, but it is a 
remembrance of the Friday we call “Good”, the day our Lord died for us. And, avoiding meat on this 
day places us in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in our city, our country and around the world 
who are poor. A family can also get a sense of its relationship with the poor if a simple meal is 
connected with “savings” which can be given to the poor. This kind of family Lenten practice can 
transform a child’s experience of the special power of Lent. 
 
The most important part of Lent can be how children are helped to make this a time to practice being 
more loving. Children are naturally loving, but they can get into really bad habits of fighting with 
brothers and sisters or being disobedient or even talking back. Lent is a great time to build in some 
family practices, which can also be an outstanding renewal for parents and adults in the family. 
Children will notice, if part of my Lenten journey is to choose to fast from my crabby-ness or busy-
ness and to spend more time with them. They will notice, if we set the example of choosing to 
compliment others in the family more, highlighting the good things I notice in them. If our family 
Lenten practice is to focus on being nicer, kinder and more generous in helping each other, the 
children will take part in it. And, if we fail on a given day, we can quickly apologize and ask 
forgiveness and model penitential and reconciling behavior that is central to Lent. 
 
During Lent, a family could choose a number of things to make a huge difference in a child’s 
experience of Lent. All they take are a commitment of time and some creativity. One possibility is to 
make time, perhaps on a Friday in Lent, to go through the Stations of the Cross together as a family. 
The point is not to frighten the children with the terrible things that happened to Jesus, but to help 
them understand that he went through all of this for us, so that we need not fear death, for we are 
going to live with him forever. 
 
Perhaps as part of our special Lent practices, a family could look at the upcoming Sunday’s gospel 
together on Saturday, to prepare for Sunday mass. The more the story of the gospel enters the 
children’s imagination, the more the children can get out of celebrating the Sunday liturgy with the 
family. And, it will be great to talk about the homily, in practical terms for the family, sometime during 
the day on Sunday. 
 



St. Joseph Catholic School 
Hot Lunch Order 

March 4 - March 8
 (One order per student) 

Student: 

Homeroom: 

Grade: 

Monday 3/4 $3.50 

Tuesday, 3/5  $3.50 

Wed.,   3/6 $3.50 

Thursday, 3/7 $3.50 

Mother's Lasagna
Garlic Bread
Steamed Green Beans
Cucumbers with Dip
Fun in Box Diced Peaches
Milk and Juice 

One Fish Drumstick with Goldfish
Glad Fish Potato Smiles
Two Feet, Four Feet, Six Feet Mini Salad
Red Fish, Blue Fish Applesauce
Milk and Juice 

Grilled Cheese
Purple Mashed Potatoes 
Crazy Carrots with Dip
Mixed Fruit
Milk and Juice 

Green Eggs and Ham
On a Boat Biscuit
In a Tree Broccoli
Would You, Could You Veggie Cup & Dip
Florida Strawberries
Milk and Juice

Pop Pop Cheese Pizza
Blurp Blurp Baked Beans
Choo Choo Cherry Tomatoes with Dip
Sizzle Sizzle Sidekicks
Milk and Juice 

TOTAL            (Charge to FACTS) 

Parent Signature:

Dr. Suess Week - Lunchroom Fun

$3.50 

Cat in a Hat

One Fish, Two Fish

Wacky Wednesday

Green Eggs and Ham

Friday, 3/8 

Hop on Pop 



Please join us and find out 
more about our caring, safe 
and nurturing kindergarten 
program. Take this opportu-
nity to become familiar with 
St. Joseph Catholic School 
and all that our academic, 
social and spiritual pro-
grams have to offer. 

Meet the teachers, see the 
classrooms and discover what 
it’s like to be part of our school 
community. Along with an 
overview of the school, you 
will receive important admis-
sions and scholarship infor-
mation. 

During your visit, you will have an opportunity to tour our 
beautiful campus and see our children in action. We invite 
you to learn more about the advantages of a Catholic School 
education.
For additional information:
Visit our website:  www.sjsfl.org
Follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/SJCSBradenton/
Telephone:  941-755-2611
Email:  dklabik@sjsfl.org
Can’t attend the Open House?  
Please call 941-755-2611 to arrange a private tour.

OPEN
 HOUS

E

Tuesday, March 26

8:30am
2990 26th St. W, Bradenton

Catholic School
Sain   Joseph



Spirit Shirt Order Form 
	
Navy Blue   

Child Sizes 

YS 6-8            __________ 

YM 10-12       ___________ 

YL 14-16        ___________ 

Adult Regular T-Shirt 

Small           _________ 

Medium       _________ 

Large          _________ 

XL               _________ 

2XL             _________ 

3XL             __________ 

Women’s V-neck  
(students are not permitted to wear 
v neck) 
Small      _______ 

Medium   _________ 

Large      _________ 

X Large   __________ 

Red 

Child Sizes 

YS 6-8            __________ 

YM 10-12       ___________ 

YL 14-16        ___________ 

Adult Regular T-Shirt 

Small           _________ 

Medium       _________ 

Large          _________ 

XL               _________ 

2XL             _________ 

3XL             __________ 

Women’s V-neck  
(students are not permitted to wear 
v neck) 
Small      _______ 

Medium   _________ 

Large      _________ 

 XLarge__________ 

 

Purple 

Child Sizes 

YS 6-8            __________ 

YM 10-12       ___________ 

YL 14-16        ___________ 

Adult Regular T-Shirt 

Small           _________ 

Medium       _________ 

Large          _________ 

XL               _________ 

2XL             _________ 

3XL             __________ 

Women’s V-neck  
(students are not permitted to wear 
v neck) 
Small      _______ 

Medium   _________ 

Large      _________ 

X Large   __________ 

Hot Pink 

Child Sizes 

YS 6-8            __________ 

YM 10-12       ___________ 

YL 14-16        ___________ 

Adult Regular T-Shirt 

Small           _________ 

Medium       _________ 

Large          _________ 

XL               _________ 

2XL             _________ 

3XL             __________ 

X Large   __________ 

Women’s  U  -neck  
(students are not permitted to wear 
u neck) 
Small      _______ 

Medium   _________ 

Large      _________ 

XLarge  __________ 

Lime Green 

Child Sizes 

YS 6-8            __________ 

YM 10-12       ___________ 

YL 14-16        ___________ 

Adult Regular T-Shirt 

Small           _________ 

Medium       _________ 

Large          _________ 

XL               _________ 

2XL             _________ 

3XL             __________ 

Women’s  U  -neck  
(students are not permitted to wear 
u neck) 
Small      _______ 

Medium   _________ 

Large      _________ 

X Large   __________ 

 

Total Shirts: __________  

Name:________________ 

 
Grade: ________________ 

 

Amount 
Due:___________________ 

Parent Name: ___________ 

 

 

 

 

 

	

Spirit Shirts are $13 
each or 4 for $45. 
Please return order 
form with cash or 
check made payable to 
St. Joseph School. 






