
  
 
       

 
Weekly Newsletter – April 12, 2020                    From the Principal’s Desk 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Rooted in Catholic faith, and committed to academic excellence, St. Joseph Catholic School 

develops personal responsibility, character, service, and leadership. 
 

Happy Easter! 
 

“He did not say you would not be troubled, you will not be 
tempted, you would not be distressed, but He did say you 
would not be overcome.”    
St. Jose Maria Escriva 
                                                                                          
Happy Easter to all of our families.  Even though Easter has felt 
very different from previous years, it has been a day of faith and 
hope.  Our priests offered such comfort in sharing Holy Week 
and Easter liturgies.  Even though we are apart, in many ways we 
are becoming closer as we reach out and support one another.   
  
Hopefully, you have had the chance to view the photos, videos, 
and participate in the fun activities the school office has been 

promoting via email and Facebook.  The pictures and storytelling have been fun, and give us a way to reach out to say “we 
may be apart, but we’re still here for you!”  All of us really miss being on campus with our students.  
 
Make sure you view the Easter message from Ben Hopper, our acting Superintendent for our Diocesan Schools.  We posted 
his video, “Hope Goes Virtual”, on our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/SJCSBradenton/     You will see many 
of our SJCS students and teachers in the video. 
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis has put a Stay at Home order in place for the state of Florida through May 1st. Therefore, we will not be 
back on our campus until at least the 4th of May. Please realize that we receive updates at the same time as you.  The 
Diocesan Catholic Schools Office will communicate any new information as it becomes available. 
 
As we work our way toward the end of the year, our thoughts in the office shift to the next school year. If you have not yet 
finished your registration for the 2020-2021 school year, please take a few moments to do so. If you need help, please email 
dklabik@sjsfl.org or call the school office during regular business hours, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm.  The school phones have been 
forwarded to Mrs. Klabik and are being answered.   
 
We are grateful for your patience and understanding as we continue to provide your child the quality Catholic education that 
has been a St. Joseph Catholic School tradition.  Keep the emails, pictures, and videos coming to share the learning triumphs 
of your family!  We really do enjoy hearing from you and value your suggestions. I invite you to email me directly with 
questions you would like addressed in our weekly newsletter.   Email:  dsuddarth@sjsfl.org 
 
Please watch your email this week...more fun activities for our students are coming!   
  
Stay safe and God bless! 
Deborah Suddarth 
 

St. Joseph Catholic School 
 



 
 

Giving Challenge – April 28 & 29 
 

Thank you to Dr. Carol Darling and Valerie Longo.  They have prepared postcards that will be sent to all of our 
families, donors, and potential benefactors of St. Joseph Catholic School.  Please see the graphics below and 
watch for this mailing.  Please help us spread the word. 

 
 

 
 
 



 
Essential Employees 

 
Thank you to our families who have sent photos of the essential employees in your family.  We are also grateful to 
the children who have sent beautiful signs and posters to thank those who are working on our behalf.   
A prayer tribute will be put together on Tuesday morning.  Please make sure to send all photos to 
dsuddarth@sjsfl.org by Monday evening, if you would like to have them included in the video. 

 
 

IMPORTANT:  Star Reading & Star Math Assessments 
Grades K to 5 (6th, 7th, & 8th have completed) 

 
Thank you to our families who have had their 
children complete the Star Math and Star 
Reading Assessments. 
 
 
Reminder:  YOUR CHILD MUST COMPLETE 

THESE TESTS INDEPENDENTLY.  Assisting your child gives a false score and the wrong instructional level. This 
does not help you child.   These tests are to help set the reading instruction level for your child.  These tests are 
not graded and you want to make sure this is a true picture of your child’s performance.    
 
For these assessments, you DO NOT want to help your child.  Helping will inflate your child’s summary and will 
not match the child to the correct reading level. Helping will also prevent your child’s teacher from receiving 
important information about reading instruction goals needed for your chlld.  The same is true for Star Math.  
When a child looks at you and asks, “What is this word?”, it is tempting to tell the child the word, or to assist them 
in sounding it out.  Please refrain and instead tell your child, “It is all right if you do not know that word yet.  You 
will be learning that soon and your teacher will help you. Just do your best right now.”  The test is designed to stop 
testing when your child’s reading level has been reached and the child is starting to make mistakes.  
 
Please try to have your child take the assessments before Friday, April 17th. 
How do you get to the assessment for your child to take these quizzes? 
Sign into your child’s Clever account. Use the website:  clever.com/in/sjsfl in a web browser on a laptop or 
computer.  If you are using an iPad, you will need to use the Clever iPad app.   Open the app and select St. 
Joseph Catholic School Bradenton FL    Then use the login and password that was emailed to you.     

1)  If you do not have this account information, please contact your child’s teacher.  This information was 
emailed to all parents, but you have received so much information, we will understand if it needs to be sent 
again. 

2) Once you open Clever, choose the Accelerated Reader App.  Be patient as it may take a few minutes to 
load the first time. 

3) Choose Star Reading for the first test.  (Star Spanish is only for students who are very fluent in Spanish.) 
4) Make sure your child has plenty of time to work through the Reading assessment.   
5) Please give the Reading Assessment on one day and Math on another day.   
6) When your child is ready to take the Star Math Assessment, the login is the same as it was for Reading. 

Your child will want to have paper and a pencil to work out the problems before answering on the screen. 
7) Please email your child’s homeroom teacher when both assessments are completed. 
8) Thank you for being such great learning partners as we work together. 

 
 

 



Diocesan Paper Roller Coaster Contest 
All families are invited to join the Diocesan Paper Roller Coaster Contest.  This is a chance to participate as a 
family and create a fun project while we are social distancing.  Let’s see how many engineers we have in our 
school who will participate in this challenge.  Complete directions are attached to this newsletter.  
Due by April 24th.

Calendar Dates – Planning Ahead 
Mark	Your	Calendar	–	Pending	our	return	date	to	campus	

April	22	 Earth	Day	
May	5	 Honor	Society	Induction	Ceremony	
May	15	 May	Birthday	Celebrations	During	Lunch	
May	21	 8th	Grade	Graduation	Mass	&	Brunch	
May	25	 Memorial	Day	–	No	School	
May	29	 8:00	am			School	Mass	–	Last	Day	–	11:30	am	Early	Dismissal	

Many	events	have	been	canceled	and	we	will	continue	to	plan	online	experiences	for	our	students	to	
continue	sharing	with	one	another.		Thank	you	for	your	understanding	as	we	adjust	our	calendar	during	
this	week.			

Prayer Against Coronavirus 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine physician, we ask you to guard and protect us from Coronavirus COVID-19 and 
all serious illness. For all that have died from it, have mercy; for those that are ill now, bring healing. For 
those searching for a remedy, enlighten them; for medical caregivers helping the sick, strengthen and shield 
them. For those working to contain the spread, grant them success; for the afraid, grant peace. May your 
precious blood be our defense and salvation. By your grace, may you turn the evil of disease into moments 
of consolation and hope. May we always fear the contagion of sin more than any illness. We abandon 
ourselves to you infinite.  Amen.                           By Pedro de la Cruz 

Oración contra el Coronavirus 
Señor Jesucristo, nuestro Médico Divino, te pedimos que nos guardes y protejas del Coronavirus COVID-19 
y de toda enfermedad grave. Por todos los que han perdido la vida por causa del virus, ten piedad; por los 
que están enfermos ahora, sánalos. Por los que buscan su cura, ilumínalos; por el personal médico que 
cuida de los enfermos, fortalécelos y protéjelos. Por los que trabajan para contener al virus, que sean 
existosos; por los que temen dáles la paz. Que tu preciosa sangre sea nuestro escudo y salvación. Por tu 
gracia, convierte a la maldad de esta enfermedad en momentos de consuelo y esperanza. Que siempre 
temamos más al contagió del pecado que al de cualquier enfermedad. Nos entregamos a tu infinita 
misericordia. Amén. By Pedro de la Cruz 



STREAM
CHALLENGE

Diocese  of  Venice  Department  of  Educat ion

F AM I L Y  

WORK  A S  A  T E AM  T O  C R E A T E  Y O U R  OWN

PA P E R  R O L L E R  C O A S T E R  A T  HOM E !   



WHAT IS
STREAM?

S T R E AM  I S  AN  A C R ON YM  F O R  S C I E N C E ,

T E C H NO L O G Y ,  R E L I G I O N ,  E N G I N E E R I N G ,  A R T S ,

AND  MA T HMA T I C S .   

 

Science, computer Science (coding, programing), Inquiry, Scientific Method

Robotic technology, computing language using computers and iPads

Catholic Virtues, Catholic Science and Math Standards (Cardinal Neuman Society), Core Values, 

and Gracious Professionalism

Engineering Design Cycle, Mechanical, Structural, and Computational Engineering

Artistic reasoning, spacial awareness, structural design, creative thought process, problem-solving skills

 

Precision of mathematical calculations, measurements and dimensions, problem-solving using algorithms, relations

and proportions.
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THE COMMON MISCONCEPTION IS THAT THE ACRONYM "STREAM" INVOLVES STAND-ALONE SUBJECTS OF THE

ACRONYM OR HANDS-ON ART/SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS. STREAM IS A CROSS-CURRICULAR MULTIFACETED SUBJECT

THAT USES SCIENCE [AND COMPUTER SCIENCE], AND ENGINEERING CONTENT [AND DESIGN PROCESS], USING

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY, MATHEMATICAL REASONING, ARTISTIC REPRESENTATION, AND RELIGIOUS INTEGRATION,

THROUGH PROJECT-BASED LEARNING EXPERIENCES.

 

AUTHENTIC STREAM PROJECTS ALLOW AND CELEBRATE STUDENT DESIGN FAILURE AND ENCOURAGE A GROWTH-

MINDSET. STREAM ENVIRONMENTS SHOULD ALLOW FOR STUDENT CREATIVE CHOICE IN THE PRODUCTION OF

STUDENT OUTCOMES. THE SPACE SHOULD BE RICH IN DISCUSSION, DIVERSITY, COMMUNICATION, PROBLEM SOLVING,

MODELING, AND FAIR TESTING. 

 

TEACHERS/PARENT SHOULD REINFORCE THE ENGINEERING DESIGN PROCESS TO ENCOURAGE AN AUTHENTIC

AUTONOMOUS THOUGHT PROCESS IN STUDENTS.



Review and post the Core Values with Catholic
Virtues during this activity to promote an
atmosphere of Chrisitan attitudes during this
group project.

Draft your own design! Calculate your
materials list

S T

AT HOME LESSON IDEAS:

Start with the Engineering Design Process! 
Click here for a lesson on Engineering 

Learn about rollercoasters!
Click here to watch a video on roller coasters

E

Explore some of the paper coasters HERE
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Start making your coaster! 
 
Directions, Printable Templates, and Even
Cricut/Cameo files to cut the parts. Watch video
tutorials HERE  if you need help.

E MA

R

T E MS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8pJiV44hVM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1q4HC3vNR1BFa_-RotV24TJv5eTv1KZx2
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2A6BD7DD273643AA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Rgx9g26H0ARRVkrk-ZTFWTc0JOQZgpUP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1yn1v-6R3-7GVZIOiUZUIs16j7ekOij8V
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14wIFDWN_wQ1z_-O6eQpiKmYBq0JTFbxN?usp=sharing
https://paperrollercoasters.com/standard.htm
https://paperrollercoasters.com/standard.htm


SUGGESTED MATERIALS

Scissors Cardstock Colored Cardstock

Tape Ru
le

r f
or

 s
co

rin
g

Marble
 

Dont have a marble? Try a
frozen pea, grape.

Or make a small ball with
playdough and let it dry

out for a day or more

Pen for scoring
 

Printer to print the templates



SHARE YOUR
DESIGN!

CLICK HERE TO SHARE YOUR
DESIGN AND SEE OTHER FAMILY

COASTERS!

Password :  Lion1234

https://flipgrid.com/coasterchallenge

