
Please Pray for…
[bookmark: _GoBack]All who have died this past week especially Doris Nugent and Carl Bosse. We offer our sympathy and our prayers to their families and pray that they will rest in peace.

Those who are sick in the hospital or recovering:
Fr. Martin Donahue, Peter Lacroix, Jean Wheeler, Pat Monfette, Al Shedyak, Max Sandberg, Paul Masiello, Paul Provencher, Bob Peluso, Bill Keyes, Diane Cyr, Theresa Cassavant, Laurie Gablaski, Ann Gablaski, Addison Lacaire, Elizabeth Lemerise, Dawn McDonald, Pat Benoit, Gloria Butler, Joyce Frigon, Hannah Laythe, Laura Wynn, Carey Dubois, Raymond Brodeur, Michael Kady, Bonnie Sheldon, Fr. Chet Devlin, Heather Lech, Joseph Nisel, Joseph Siauris, Cheryl Branham, Judy Wilson, Pauline  Penhallow, Pauline Casavant, Jon Widdison, Lynn Desforges

OUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS   FEBRUARY 25 & 26
[bookmark: _Toc404163710][bookmark: _Toc432599720]          Envelopes                         $5,249.00
         Loose                                $   701.90
	         Total collection                  $5,950.90 
         Online Giving Feb             $1,221.00	
         Number of envelopes                     197           
         Mass Attendance                                 403     
         		        
Thank you for your generous gifts this past weekend which enable us to continue to do God’s work. May God bless you all. Please consider weekly or monthly online giving. 
[bookmark: _Toc432599721][bookmark: _Toc404163718]FOOD PANTRY REQUEST FOR THIS WEEK
Canned Pineapple for Easter 

17th Annual Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference at Assumption College. Men of all ages, including teens and college students are invited to this important annual Conference, being held on Saturday, April 1. Visit the conference website at www.firstmensconf.org for information and to purchase tickets online, you can also call Jim Pervier, the parish co-ordinator at 508-885-4517. Come hear dynamic talks from outstanding Catholic leaders:

Next week’s Lenten Meal will be hosted by the Spiritual Life Ministry Committee. The meal will be Pasta & Sauce dessert and beverage. This week the time will be 6:00 – 7:00 pm.  

BAZAAR 2017: We will be having a Bazaar meeting on Wednesday, March 8th following the Lenten Meal at 7:00 everyone is invited, bring your ideas, your concerns, your input. All Booth Chair people please make every effort to attend……

4th Annual Jennifer McLaughlin Memorial Scholarship Dinner
Favorite dishes from local restaurants
Saturday, April 1, 2017  6 – 8 pm
Knights of Columbus Hall, Spencer
All proceeds to benefit the scholarship fund in memory of Jen
$10 Advance tickets only by March 30th
Call Mary McLaughlin at 508-885-2256 or purchase using PayPal
[image: Z:\Churchart\Lent\forty_8859c.jpg]At www.Jam4Jen.com

[image: Z:\Church Art\study_12489.tif]Faith Formation News
[bookmark: _Toc432599728]Office hours: 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 10:00-5:00 Contact Judi at 508-885-3111 x 105 or jbrennan@parishmail.com

Schedule this week: 
	Sunday     9:00 - 10:00 am   Grades K – 6
[image: Z:\Churchart\clip art 2\comm1.tif]Sunday     5:30 – 7:00  pm High School classes
Tuesday   7:00 -   8:15 pm   Grades 6 – 8 (Drop-in @ 6:30)



Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends will be happening March 
12 – 19 South Kingston, RI. and June 10 – 11 in Medway, MA. For more information please call Stephen & Michelle O’Leary at 800-710-9963 or
visit www.WWMEMA.org

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!!! We are looking to 
Make a list of volunteers that we can call on to help 
with some projects in the office during the year. This 
might include things like stuffing envelopes, putting 
stamps on things, making copies. Please call the office
and let us know if you want to be on this list.

Parish Mission: St. Joseph & St. John’s will be holding a parish 
Mission at St. Joseph’s Church in North Brookfield on Thursday, 
March 9th and Friday March 10th at 6:30 pm. Thursday will be a Mass 
and Friday will be a Healing Service with Fr. Francisco Anzoategue 
“Fr. Paco” Pastor of St. Stephen’s Parish Framingham, Presider, 
Homilist, Healing Service Leader. This will be held as part of
St. Josephs 150th Anniversary Celebration Series. Please join them 
for this wonderful event.

Happenings during Lent
Confessions: Tuesdays 7:00 – 8:00 pm 
 Saturdays at 3:30  - 4:00 pm
Lenten Mass: Wednesday at 5:30 pm
Lenten Meal: Wednesday from 6:00 – 7:00 pm

Our Lenten Sacrifice again this year will be the Baby Bottle Drive for Visitation House. Please take a Bottle and fill it with your spare change during Lent. Return on Easter Sunday….

GUIDELINES FOR FAST AND ABSTINENCE
Lenten fast and abstinence regulations for the Diocese of Worcester:
· Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics fourteen (14) years of age and older on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday and all the Friday’s of Lent
· Fasting is to be observed by all Catholics who are eighteen (18) years of age but not yet fifty-nine (59) years of age on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday
Those who are bound to fast may take only one full meal. Two smaller meals are permitted if necessary to maintain strength according to one’s needs, but eating solid foods between meals is not permitted. Catholics should not lightly excuse themselves from these prescribed Lenten penitential practices….

A Gift Card was found on the floor in the hall after the meal Wednesday night, please see the office if you lost one.

“It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you serve.”      Matthew  4:10
A message from Fr. Bill
He fasted for forty days and forty nights,
and afterwards he was hungry.
This Sunday’s Gospel tells us about Jesus fasting in the desert; afterwards he was hungry, very hungry. In this weakened condition the devil tempts Jesus by prompting him to use his divine power in wrong ways. So many of us have a hunger within us, we hunger for justice, fairness, love, understanding, happiness, and so many other human needs. Like Jesus we are often times tempted to fill those hungers in ways that are not appropriate. We can turn to drugs, inappropriate use of the internet, using of others for our own pleasure, and the list goes on. Even the most virtuous among us is tempted by gossip, idle talk and judgement of others from time to time. At the same time, we also hear in the Gospel that we can resist temptation by turning to God and asking for strength. We can also turn to those whom we love and love us and make our needs known. During this holy season of Lent, let us turn to the love of our family and our parish community to help us in our need, and together let us turn to God for help when our human weakness tempts us to false fulfilment.

                                                         Peace, Fr. Bill

First Saturday Eucharistic Exposition
April 1, 2017    8:30am - 4:00 pm
Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 8:00am. Confessions following mass. Exposition will be starting at the end of mass and continuing throughout the day until 4:00 pm. Confessions 3:00 – 3:50 pm. Benediction 4:00 pm. If you wish to participate there is a signup sheet in the sacristy.

Open Houses
Notre Dame Academy is hosting a Spring Open House for prospective students on Sunday March 26th from 2 – 4 pm. 
Students currently in 4th thru 8th grade are encouraged to 
attend. Please contact the admissions office at 508-757-6200 
ext 229 or email admissions@nda-worc.org. NDA is the only Catholic, college preparatory school for young women in 
Central Massachusetts. Please visit the website at www.nda-worc.org to learn more.

AREA EVENTS:
  
Discernment Retreat with Bishop McManus. Have you ever 
thought of a Vocation to the priesthood? Come and learn more. 
The Diocese of Worcester’s annual discernment retreat, will be 
held on April 7 & 8, Beginning at 6:00 pm Friday and ending at 
6:00 pm Saturday. Retreat held at the Immaculate Conception
Retreat Center in Putnam, CT. There is no cost, and 
transportation is provided if needed. Visit worcestervocations.com for 
more info or contact Fr. Jim Mazzone 
At jmazzone@charter.ner or phone him at 508-340-5788.

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, Saturday, March 18th Corned Beef, Ham, Cabbage, Carrots, Potatoes, Salad, Desserts and Cash Bar. Dinner served at around 6:00 pm. The IRISH STEP DANCERS WILL BE ON HAND TO ENTERTAIN US………ADULTS $12.00, CHILDREN UNDER 10 $6.00.  Tickets available next week……

WE WILL NEED LOTS OF HELP FOR THE ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER....People to help Cook, Make Irish Soda Bread, Make Desserts, Serve, Set up, Decorate and Clean up. PLEASE call the office and let us know what you are able to help with,  508-885-3111
Mass Schedule
	Saturday, March 4
  4:30 pm  William Gablaski (18th Anniv) & Helen Siplas 
                 (10th Anniv) by their family

	Sunday,  March 5
  8:00 am  For the People of the Parish
10:15 am  Christina Wilson (35th Anniv) by her Parents
  7:00 pm  Raymond W. Champagne by Barbara Mahoney

	Monday,  March 6
  8:00 am   

	Tuesday,  March 7
  8:00 am   

	Wednesday, March 8
  8:00 am   Gloria O’Coin (24th Anniv) by the Family
  5:30 pm   

	Thursday, March 9
  8:00 am   Raymond Ethier (17th Anniv) by his wife Louise

	Friday, March 10
  8:00 am    No Mass Today

	Saturday, March 11
  4:30 pm   Edward Dobosz (8th Anniv) by his Family

	Sunday, March 12
  8:00 am  For the People of the Parish
10:15 am  Constance(Dumais) Holmes by her Children
  7:00 pm  Raymond W. Champagne by Barbara Mahoney
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	Sunday, March 5
	Coffee Shop Open       

	             9:00 am
           10:15 am
             4:00 pm
             5:30 – 7:00 pm     
	Faith Formation Grades K – 6
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Parish Meeting
Faith Formation – High School

	Monday, March 6
	

	           10:00 am  
	Food Pantry  OPEN

	Tuesday,  March 7
	

	  5:30 – 6:30 pm          
             6:30 pm
  6:30 – 8:00 pm
             7:00 pm
	GLOW
Drop In
Women’s Bible Study
Faith Formation Grades 6 – 8

	Wednesday,  March 8
	

	            5:30 pm
 6:00 – 7:00 pm
 6:30 – 8:00 pm
            7:00 pm
	Lenten Mass
Lenten Meal – Pasta & Sauce
Vital 3.0 Meeting
Bazaar Meeting

	Thursday,  March 9
	

	           10:00 am
	Food Pantry OPEN

	Friday,  March 10
	

	
	

	Saturday, March 11
	COFEE SHOP OPEN

	             3:30 pm
	Confessions 

	Sunday, March 12
	Coffee Shop Open

	             9:00 am
           10:15 am
  5:30 – 7:00 pm       
	Faith Formation Grades K – 6
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Faith Formation Grades 9 & 10




















1st Sunday in Lent	                                                                              March 5, 2017
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