
 
Office for Systemic Justice 

Federation of Sisters of St. Joseph of Canada 

London, ON, N6A 4X3 

 

 

December 3, 2018 

 

The Honourable Rod Phillips, 
Minister of the Environment, 
Queens Park, Toronto ON M7A 1E9 
 
 
Dear Minister Phillips, 
 
Just when the climate scientists are emphasizing that now is the time for urgent climate action, the Ontario 
government announced climate targets which are scaled back from the targets of the previous government.  
The current plan is about one-third as ambitious as the climate law the government repealed a month ago, 
according to Diane Saxe whose position as Ontario’s environmental commissioner was recently cut.   
 
We urge the Ontario government to re-think its Climate Plan.  Regardless of whether Ontario will meet its 

emission-reduction targets under the 2015 Paris climate accord, these targets are not enough.  Earlier this fall, 

the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) warned the average global 

temperature is already 1 C higher and it will reach 1.5 C by 2040 unless the world significantly steps up its 

planned action to cut emissions.  Likewise, the annual “emissions gap” report from the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) points out that, even if the Paris targets are met, the world will still face rising 

seas, widespread species extinction and a myriad of threats to human health and livelihoods.  

Recently, a report in The Lancet recommended effective action on climate change as the single most important 

thing governments can do to protect human health. Unfortunately, the Carbon Trust model which the 

government has chosen, is not effective.  Rather, it is similar to the “Emissions Reduction Fund” in Australia, 

which has allowed emissions to rise.   

We call on the Ontario government to do better.  This is the time for bold action rooted in a vision which sees 

green energy development as a key aspect of our economic development; integrates climate change concerns 

with plans for transportation, housing, health care; and creates opportunities for skills-training which will hasten 

movement into a climate-friendly economy.   

Weak action on climate change will not only undermine Ontario’s economy, it will have harmful impacts on 

people, other species, land and water.  Now is the time to be working toward a carbon-neutral economy which 

promotes greater economic and environmental justice. 

Sincerely, 

 

Sue Wilson, CSJ 

Sue Wilson, CSJ 
Office for Systemic Justice 
Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada 
519-432-3781 ext. 402 
swilson@csjcanada.org 
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