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% Does the possibility of acting justly, loving
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Listening to God'’s Purpose

God’s purpose is fully revealed in Jesus Christ and
in disciples who choose the way of Jesus even to this
day.

God wants healing of the woundedness in the
world, peace for those threatened by violence,
nourishment for the hungry, and freedom for the
oppressed. Dorothy Day, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Francis and Clare of Assisi, Jean Vanier, Mother
Teresa of Calcutta, and others are or have been
committed to using their lives for God's purpose.
Important to these followers of the way of Jesus is
making a difference in the world.

And that difference has to do with being and acting
in a way that makes God's mission visible. Do you
have a passion for God's purpose! Do you perceive
in yourself a deep desire for "life to the full” (John

10:10)? Do you wonder what kind of difference you are
called to make?

God has shown you,

O people, what is good.
Anc{ what does God ask of you?
15 act justly, to love tenderly,

and to walk humbly
with your God.

- Micah 6:8

Listening to your heart

Do you know that you are absolutely unique and
that the Creator invites you to live intentionally and
fully? God’s spirit lives in the depths of your heart —
the place where your true feelings live and the place
where God's Spirit touches yours.

Become very quiet and move your focus to your
heart's centre. Practice this. Then listen. Pose these
questions to yourself:

< What are my deepest desires’

¥ What do I want most in life?

¢ What makes me feel most alive?
% What is my image of God?

% What are my greatest fears?

% Can [ name my feelings about God, myself,
the world?

% When I imagine myself in religious life or
priesthood, what feelings arise in my heart?

% When I imagine myself married or single,
what feelings arise?

*¢  What gifts would I bring to religious life,
married life, single life?

+#» Do I desire to deepen my knowledge of and
relationship with God?

% Do I value interdependence or independence
most?

% When I picture myself five years from now
in each life vocation, what images arise?
What feelings come to me?

Ask God's Spirit what steps you might take toward a
life choice. Listen to your heart and to God's
response. Take your time with these questions. Use
weeks or months to consider them. Keep notes on
what you hear when you prayerfully listen to your
heart. Trust your feelings and God's presence and
love.

Listening to the data available

Life is messy and challenging. Decision-making isn't
easy. Use the help available to you. Trust your
heart and your personal listening to God's Spirit.

Walter Brueggemann says that vocation is "finding a
purpose for being in the world that is related to the
purposes of God." That is a sacred process requiring
information and assistance in discerning.

Some of the following suggestions may be helpful:

% Remember that a vocation is a call from God.
Spend time in prayer. Ask for the gift of
openness. And, always, listen to your heatt.

%+ Gather with others who are searching for their
life choice; form a prayer or support group.

«* Read books and articles on the various life
choices and discernment. Search recommended
web sources.
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Visit with people who have chosen a particular
Christian vocation. How are their gifts to the
Church and the world being used?

% Seek a spiritual companion or mentor to talk
with about your feelings and what happens in
your prayer as you explore possibilities.

Take part in a retreat.




