
FEDERATION OF THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF CANADA 

RESOURCES FOR 

THE GLOBAL COORDINATING GROUP PRAYER CALENDAR 

 

During the SECOND week of JANUARY we listen to the heart of the world and hold the Sisters of St. 

Joseph and the people of ALGERIA in our prayer. 

Algeria is in the Maghreb region of Northwest 

Africa. The capital and most populous city is Algiers, 

located in the far north of the country on 

the Mediterranean coast. With an area of 

2,381,741 square kilometres (919,595 sq mi), 

Algeria is the tenth-largest country in the world, 

and the largest in Africa, bordered to the northeast 

by Tunisia, to the east by Libya, to the west 

by Morocco, to the southwest by the Western 

Saharan territory, Mauritania, and Mali, to the 

southeast by Niger, and to the north by 

the Mediterranean Sea. The country is a semi-

presidential republic consisting of 48 provinces and 

1,541 communes (counties). 

Ancient Algeria has known many empires and 
dynasties, including ancient Numidians, 
Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Romans, Vandals, 
Byzantines, Umayyads, Abbasids, Idrisid, Aghlabid, 

Rustamid, Fatimids, Zirid, Hammadids, Almoravids, 
Almohads, Spaniards, Ottomans, and the French 
colonial empire.  Berbers are the indigenous 
inhabitants of Algeria. 

Algeria supplies large amounts of natural gas to 
Europe, and energy exports are the backbone of the 
economy. According to OPEC Algeria has the 16th 
largest oil reserves in the world and the second largest 
in Africa, while it has the 9th largest reserves of natural 
gas.  Algeria has one of the largest militaries in Africa 
and the largest defence budget on the continent; most 
of Algeria's weapons are imported from Russia, with whom they are a close ally. Algeria is a member of 
the African Union, the Arab League, OPEC, the United Nations and is a founding member of the Arab 
Maghreb Union. (Information and graphics from Wikipedia) 
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Sisters of St. Joseph in Algeria 

 

The Institut des Souers de Saint Joseph have five sisters working in Algeria in adult literacy, chaplaincy 
for Su-Sahara students, a disabled centre and as a pastoral animator. 

 

 

Sr. Monique Vallon, (front) General Superior, Institute Saint Joseph, consisting of the congregations in 
France who merged in 1994, including Le Puy. This photo was taken at a Global Coordinating Meeting in 
Le Puy. 

 

 

United in prayer the Global Joseph Family, 11,000 sisters in 54 countries, 

listening to the heart of the world. 

 

 

 


