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During the FOURTH week of SEPTEMBER, we listen to the heart of the world and hold in our 
prayer the Sisters of St. Joseph and the people of NORWAY. 

 Norway is a sovereign 
state in Northwestern 
Europe whose core 
territory comprises the 
western and northernmost 
portion of the Scandinavian 
Peninsula; the remote 
island of Jan Mayen and the 
archipelago of Svalbard are 
also part of the Kingdom of 
Norway. Norway also lays 
claim to a section of 
Antarctica known as Queen 
Maud Land.  
Norway has a total area of 
385,252 square kilometres 
(148,747 sq mi) and a 
population of 5,302,778 (as 
of April 2018). The country 
shares a long eastern 
border with Sweden, and is 

bordered by Finland and Russia to the north-east, and the Skagerrak strait to the south, with Denmark 
on the other side. Norway has an extensive coastline, facing the North Atlantic Ocean and the Barents 
Sea.  

King Harald V of the Dano-German House of Glücksburg is the current King of 
Norway. Erna Solberg became Prime Minister in 2013, and was reelected in 
September 2017. A constitutional monarchy, Norway divides state power 
between the Parliament, the cabinet and the Supreme Court, as determined by 
the 1814 Constitution. The kingdom was established as a merger of a large 
number of small kingdoms. By the traditional count from the year 872, the 
kingdom has existed continuously for 1,145 years, and the list of Norwegian 
monarchs includes over sixty kings and earls. From 1537 to 1814 Norway was a 

part of the Kingdom of Denmark, and 1814 to 1905 in a personal union with the Kingdom of Sweden.  
Norway maintains close ties with both the European Union and the United States. It is a founding 
member of the United Nations, NATO, the European Free Trade Association, the Council of Europe, the 
Antarctic Treaty, and the Nordic Council; a member of the European Economic Area, the WTO, and the 
OECD; and a part of the Schengen Area.  
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Norway maintains universal health care and a comprehensive social security system, with its values 
rooted in egalitarian ideals. Defined as a 21st century socialism, the Norwegian state owns key industrial 
sectors such as oil (Equinor) or hydropower (Statkraft), having extensive reserves of petroleum, natural 
gas, minerals, lumber, seafood, and fresh water. The petroleum industry accounts for a quarter of the 
country's gross domestic product.  On a per-capita basis, Norway is the world's largest producer of oil 
and natural gas outside the Middle East. Norway ranked first on the World Happiness Report for 2017, 
and currently ranks first on the OECD Better Life Index, the Index of Public Integrity, and the Democracy 
Index.[Norway has one of the lowest crime rates in the world 
(Information and graphics from Wikipedia) 

 

From: news@thelocal.norway  

 

 

Norway's sovereign wealth fund is challenging companies to do more to protect the world's oceans, 
including combatting plastic waste pollution. "The ocean is a vital part of the biosphere and an 
important part of the global economy," said Yngve Slyngstad, the head of the fund valued at 8.66 trillion 
kroner (€890 billion, $1.03 trillion). "We expect companies to manage the challenges and opportunities 
related to sustainable use of the oceans," he added. 
 
 A heavyweight on the global finance scene, the Government Pension Fund Global published a 
document outlining what it expects from the 9,000 companies in which it holds stakes. Among other 
things, it urged them to integrate environmental ideas into their business strategies, suggesting for 
example that plastics producers plan a transition to a "circular economy" frugal in raw materials, and 
that fisheries companies incorporate forecasts on future stocks in their planning. The fund has in the 
past laid out its expectations on other issues, including better efforts in water management, anti-
corruption, human rights and tax transparency, judging that bad practices in these fields can ultimately 
hurt companies' profitability. The fund also published a document reviewing its support of the United 
Nations sustainable development goals. 
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SISTERS OF ST.JOSEPH 

Chambéry congregation; 26 sisters and 24 Associates. Retreat work, spiritual direction, pastoral care. 

 

 

Sister Sally Hodgdon met the Sisters in Temporary Profession, one Novice and three Postulants in  

Norway at end of March, 2016. 

From CSJournal, September-October 2017 - Learning Together and Making Connections, S. Marie-Kristin 
Riosianu Norway 

This summer two of our young Vietnamese sisters, S. Anna and S. Anna-Vy, had the opportunity to 
participate in a seminar in Turku, Finland, which was organized for seminarians and candidates for 
religious congregations. It was planned by a group called “Pro Scandiae Populis” (For Scandinavian 
People) with the purpose of offering an opportunity for those pursuing a vocation in the priesthood or 
religious life to get to know one another and become familiar with the work of the Catholic Church in 
Scandinavia.  These goals are important since vocations are few and the Catholic population is mainly an 
immigrant group, coming from more than 50 different countries, This annual four-day program includes 
lectures, excursions and liturgy, both the Prayer of the Church and  Mass, as well as opportunities for 
social gatherings. Sr. Anna and S. Anna-Vy enjoyed their experience and shared their impressions with 
us: “We were twenty-eight participants, candidates for the priesthood and religious life. The rhythm of 
the days was varied.  Each day we had Mass and prayed the Liturgy of the Hours together.  In addition, 
we had different programs each day, with lectures, group discussions on the lectures and sharing of our 
call in small groups.  We also visited different churches: Lutheran, Orthodox and Catholic. One day we 
enjoyed an excursion to the summer residence of the Finnish President and to the town of Naantali.  



The social gatherings we had each evening gave us an opportunity to relax together and get to know one 
another informally.  Among our visitors were representatives of Ansgar Werk in Osnabrück, Germany 
(which gives financial support to the Church in Scandinavia), the bishop of Finland and Bishop of 
Denmark. For us it was a wonderful experience to meet like-minded people and share our call and our 
experience of God and the Church. It encouraged us in our vocation. Through this meeting, we became 
familiar with other participants in Scandinavia and we learned more about the country and area where 
the meeting was held.” This annual meeting is very important for the young women and men in 
formation, since the Catholic Church in Scandinavia is a minority church, consisting of less than 2% of 
the population, with most Catholics being immigrants. Although the Scandinavian countries themselves 
are rich countries, the Catholic Church is poor since most of its members are migrants, refugees or 
asylum seekers. While the Norwegian state or the municipality gives a certain amount of money per 
Catholic, based on what the Norwegian church receives, the small number of Catholics limits what the 
Church receives.  In 1967 the Diocese of Hamburg and Osnabrück, Germany decided to support the 
Catholic Church in Scandinavia through Ansgar Werk. The priests in these German dioceses who have a 
much higher salary than the priests in Scandinavia agreed to voluntarily give a percentage of their salary 
to support the Church in Scandinavia. Thus support comes from Germany for the expenses of the 
bishops, the church buildings and seminary studies. Among the services offered by the Church in 
Norway are Norwegian courses for different language groups, as well as pastoral care by priests, social 
workers and teachers. 

 
 
United in prayer the Global Joseph Family, 11,000 sisters in 
54 countries, listening to the heart of the world. 


