
FEDERATION OF THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF CANADA 

RESOURCES FOR 

THE GLOBAL COORDINATING GROUP CALENDAR 

During the THIRD WEEK OF APRIL we listen to the heard of the world and hold the Sisters of St. 

Joseph and the people of DENMARK in our prayer. 

 

 

Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=21319 

Denmark is a Nordic country and a sovereign state. The southernmost of the Scandinavian nations, it is 
south-west of Sweden and south of Norway, and bordered to the south by Germany. The Kingdom of 
Denmark also comprises two autonomous constituent countries in the North Atlantic Ocean: the Faroe 
Islands and Greenland. Denmark proper consists of a peninsula, Jutland, and an archipelago of 443 
named islands, with the largest being Zealand, Funen and the North Jutlandic Island. The islands are 
characterized by flat, arable land and sandy coasts, low elevation and a temperate climate. Denmark has 
an area of 42,924 km (16,573 sq mi), total area including Greenland and the Faroe Islands is 
2,210,579 km (853,509 sq mi), and a population of 5.78 million (as of 2018).  

The unified kingdom of Denmark emerged in the 10th century as a proficient seafaring nation in the 
struggle for control of the Baltic Sea. Denmark, Sweden and Norway were ruled together under 
the Kalmar Union, established in 1397 and ending with Swedish secession in 1523. Denmark and Norway 
remained under the same monarch until outside forces dissolved the union in 1814. In the 19th century 
there was a surge of nationalist movements, which were defeated in the 1864 Second Schleswig War. 
Denmark remained neutral during World War I. In April 1940, a German invasion saw 
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brief military skirmishes while the Danish resistance movement was active from 1943 until the German 
surrender in May 1945. 

An industrialized exporter of agricultural produce in the second half of the 19th century, Denmark 
introduced social and labour-market reforms in the early 20th century that created the basis for the 
present welfare state model with a highly developed mixed economy. 

The Constitution of Denmark was signed on 5 June 1849, ending the absolute monarchy, which had 
begun in 1660. The government and national parliament are seated in Copenhagen, the 
nation's capital, largest city and main commercial centre. Home rule was established in the Faroe Islands 
in 1948; in Greenland home rule was established in 1979 and further autonomy in 2009. Denmark 
became a member of the European Economic Community (now the EU) in 1973, but retains its own 
currency, the krone. It is among the founding members of NATO, the Nordic Council, the OECD, OSCE, 
and the United Nations.  

Denmark is considered to be one of the most economically and socially developed countries in the 
world. Danes enjoy a high standard of living and the country ranks highly in some metrics of national 
performance, including education, health care, protection of civil liberties, democratic 
governance, prosperity and human development. The country ranks as having the world's highest social 
mobility, a high level of income equality. It is the country with the lowest perceived level of corruption in 
the world, the fifth-most developed in the world, has one of the world's highest per capita incomes, and 
one of the world's highest personal income tax rates. (Information from Wikipedia) 

 

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH 

There are 41 sisters and 21 Associates ministering in Denmark from the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Chambery. Although the original community is ageing there has been a renewal with a number of 
women from Vietnam seeking formation. The community has been engaged in education, pastoral work, 
retreat work, and hospitality to university students. 

Below is an article entitled: Ministry Continues through many Changes, by S. Emmanuelle Brüggemann, 
Denmark, found in the CSJournal Chambery, November – December, 2017. 

Some years ago, we sisters of the Danish Province began to reflect on our future. We considered the 
mother house, built in 1904, our home, from which the sisters were missioned to their diverse 
ministries. But over the years, the building had become too big. We tried to find ways to use the space 
not needed by us. We decided to rent some of the rooms to female students, and for several years, we 
had 14 women living with us, with their own kitchen space. Some of the larger rooms were rented by 
the School for Pedagogy, which was situated right beside our building and needed more space for 
teaching.  

A major issue was the infirmary, which was not up to date. Our staff faced increasing difficulties as our 
sisters grew older and needed more and more help. The province leadership contacted the municipality 
of Copenhagen, who were interested in our mother house. They wanted to build a new nursing home 
for the older citizens of Copenhagen whose numbers are growing. Finally the formalities were 
completed and the mother house was sold. The plan was that the infirmary, where the sisters had been, 
would be demolished and a new nursing home be built, with the main houses redone for senior living. 
The sisters would move to a nursing home in town, and return to the property when the new nursing 
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home was completed. The other sisters would move to apartments close to the nursing home in town, 
while waiting to go into the senior living section. 

For us, we faced the important questions of: What about us as a community? Where could we continue 
to live our religious life? We were blessed in that the municipality began to understand that, as 
community, we wanted to live together as far as possible. And now that the sisters are in their new 
home, the nursing home in the town, 14 sisters are living in the same wing, on 3 floors. The last 
Provincial Assembly held at our Motherhouse, was on the day before the first sisters moved. We were 
blessed by the presence of S. Sally, our General Superior, who came to support us. During that Provincial 
Assembly we had a celebration, where each sister received a special blessing and was sent forth to her 
new mission. At that time, I thought to myself: to what are we missioned? Given how old we are, what 
mission can we fulfil? Since then I discovered that I was wrong. Now, we are living together, side by side, 
with other citizens, who are also living in the nursing home. We have many contacts. Often, they have 
questions about faith, religious life or other topics. We can explain and answer their questions. Of 
course, we are missing our wonderful chapel and the privacy it offered for or prayers. We also miss our 
staff, who were there on the spot, for only a few sisters. We have given up many things, but we feel very 
strongly that the Lord is accompanying us. Now we are in a public home, but everything is great. We 
couldn’t dream of having much more. We are lucky to have daily Eucharistic celebrations, except on 
Sundays, though we gather in the living room. Here, we feel our poverty, but are reminded that Jesus 
himself was born in a stable. And as often as possible, we gather for prayer and meditation. We are very 
grateful for the possibilities we have to live our religious life in a new way. We feel God’s blessings in 
many ways. And if God wills, we will move back to our mother house and a new nursing home, where all 
our sisters can be together. And then we will continue our mission there. 

To see a photo of the sisters go to page 10 of: 
http://www.csjchambery.org/site/upload/csjournal/csjournal_86_en.pdf 

 

United in prayer, the Global Joseph Family, 11,000 sisters in 53 countries, 
listening to the heart of the world. 
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